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To all whom it may concern,:

Be it known that T, Nataaw G. BUresTER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Minneapolis, in the county of Hennepin and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Collar-
Supporting Devices, of which the following
is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
collar retaining and adjusting devices, and
has for one of its objects to provide a sim-
ple, durable, and effective device, to be ap-
plied to the under edge of the collar and to
the button by which the two ends of the
collar are secured to the shirt band ; adapted
and arranged to yieldingly hold the collar
ends in their respective, relative, proper po-
sitions, thereby to improve the general ap-
pearance of the collar as a whole.

Other and further objects of my invention
will become apparent to persons skilled in
the art from a consideration of the specifi-
cation taken in conjunction with the draw-
ings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a collar,
partly broken away to show the preferred
form of my device applied thereto; Fig. 2
is a side elevation of the device in its pre-
ferred form; Fig. 8 is an end elevation
thereof; and Fig. 4 is a plan view of the
saine. ‘

In all of the views, the same reference
characters indicate similar parts.

Wearers of collars, and especially of high

collars are frequently annoyed by sagging

of the collar whereby the upper -meeting
edges thereof are abnormally separated, and
its tendency to extend forwardly from the
neck presents the appearance of an ill-fitting
poorly fashioned article of apparel, and ren-
ders the collar uncomfortable to the wearer.
My device is intended to overcome these de-
fects without introducing any other objec-
tionable features.

Preferably, my device is composed of a
single piece of spring wire, such as piano
wire, or the like, without one part overlying
another part, as in twisted structures, and
which may, or may not, be ornamented by
plating, or otherwise, if so desired.

While the device is especially desirable
for use with relatively high collars, it must
be understood that it is not limited in its
use to collars of this type.

In the preferred form of my device, as

shown in the drawing, collar-engaging por-
tions are provided by the up-turned legs
1717 and the codperating vertical por-

‘tions 18—18". At the bottom of the parts

18—18’, the wire is laterally deflected to
provide stops or supports 19—19" upon
which the margin of the collar rests, and
clips 20—20’, as convenient means for dis-
engaging the device. The portions 16—16”
are located above the inverted or down-
turned collar-engaging loop 10, and nor-
mally, they cccupy positions that raise the
outer portions of the parts 10>—10° to an
angle from the horizontal, so that when this
form of device is applied to a collar, and
under tension, these parts are somewhat
depressed, as shown in Fig. 1, and further,
as best shown in Figs. 8 and 4, the portions
of the loops which extend upwardly from
10* and 10 are offset so that stress applied
upwardly at 10 operates to press the loops
backwardly against the surface of the col-
lar.

In applying the device to a collar, the
loop 10 is placed over the shank of the but-
ton 11, then the terminal vertical ends or
legs 17—17" are tucked under and behind
the collar band 12’, the band resting on the
parts 19—19, in which position, obviously,
the portion of the wire between the central
button-engaging kink or loop 10 and the
collar-engaging clip 20 will be flexed to
press the collar upwardly, portions 10=—10°
and 16’—16 being both pulled down from
their original slanting positions shown in
Fig. 2 to horizontal position as shown in
Fig. 1. Thus, it will be observed that very
effective tension is secured without any sub-
stantial exposure of the device between the
overhanging laps of the collar, all the larger
tensloning portions of my device lying un-
der said laps, and out of register with the
intermediate opening. Further, it will be ob-
served that the clip 20,involving the upright
positions 17 and 18 both rising from a hori-
zontal portion, is adapted to hold the edge
of the collar with a slight spring grip to
greater extent than if the horizontal por-
tions were omitted and that different thick-
nesses of collar may be used without af-
fecting the efficiency of my device.

When the device is to be removed, the
finger or finger nail of the wearer is placed
on either of the parts 20—20’, and pressure
is applied until the device is sufficiently de-
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pressed to carry the leg 17 below the mar-
gin of the band, after which it may readily
be disengaged from the button.

While I have herein described my device
in its preferred form, it is evident that
changes, such, for instance, as the making
part 16—16" somewhat circular, or round-
ing, in configuration, instead of angular.
may be made by persons skilled in the art
without departing from the spirit and
scope of the appended claims. ‘

What I claim is:

1. A collar supporting device for engage-
ment of the edges and outer surface of a col-
lar comprising, in combination with a cen-
tral button-engaging bend and opposite col-
lar-engaging clips, a single straight wire
portion on each side of the central bend
adapted to extend a distance beyond the ex-
posed surface between the laps of a collar
and an open loop portion between the end

-of each said straight portion and clip for

extending over a substantial area of the
outer surface of a collar behind the laps
thereof, the loop lying in a vertical plane
at a slight angle to the vertical plane of

~ the straight portions, and the portion of
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the loop which extends upwardly from the
end of the straight portion being tilted for-

wardly out of both said vertical planes, for

provision of vertically non-alining points of
communication between said button-engag-
ing bend and each opposite collar-engaging
clip, whereby the flexing of the device in-
cident to use shall result in positively forc-
ing said loop portion against the surface of
the supported collar above the point on the
edge thereof engaged by the clip through
the agency of .said vertically non-alining
means of communication between the button

1,059,826

and collar-engaging members the relative
movements of which in their vertical planes
result in said flexing of the device.

2. A collar-supporting device comprising,
in a piece of wire, a central button-engaging
loop and opposite collar-engaging clips, said
bend and clips normally lying in substan-
tially the same horizontal plane, the por-
tions between said bend and clips adapted

to be flexed by upward movement of the

bend with respect to the clips, each includ-
ing a loop above the respective clip, the in-
ner limb of each loop extending downwardly
toward said horizontal plane of the button-
engaging bend at a backward inclination for
operation under flexing as described.

3. A device of the character described,
having a central button-engaging kink,
members extending laterally in both direc-
tions therefrom, and an edge-engaging
means at the end of each member compris-
ing a vertical member, a horizontal member
extending from the bottom thereof in a di-
rection to lie parallel to the collar edge to
be engaged, a horizontal member bent
around in parallelism with the first said
horizontal member, and a vertical member
bent upwardly from the last said horizontal
member into parallelism with the first said
vertical member, said vertical members be-
ing therefore bodily movable by flexing of
the connection between the horizontal mem-
bers for spring engagement of a collar be-
tween said vertical members.

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my
hand in the presence of two witnesses.

NATHAN G. BURGSTER. -

In the presence of— '

W. H. Joxzs,
Ipa 'S. Fisuer.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the Commissioner of 'Patents,
' Washington, D. G.”
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