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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ERNEST U. KINSEY, of 

Passaic, in the county of Passaic and State of 
New Jersey, have invented an Improvement 
in Blocks for Ornaments or Toys, of which the following is a specification: 
This block is a piece of wood or other suita 

ble material in a form resembling what is 
known as a Grecian figure. The openings or 
slots correspond to the tongues, so that the 
blocks or pieces can be set together or inter 
iocked and form a highly ornamental and at 
tractive toy, that can be used for making let 
ters, numbers, frames for pictures, and brack 
ets. These can serve the purpose intended 
so long as required, and then be taken apart 
and the blocks used to form some other arti 
cle. Thus these lolocks become very service 
able, and afford both instruction and amuse 
ment to those using then. 

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a single block, and Fig. 2 is a similar 
view illustrative of the manner of placing 
them together. 
The block las a general outline that is 

square, and the said block may be of greater 
or less thickness, or cubical. I have shown 
the thickness as about one-third to one-fourth 
the length of one side. 
A groove, a, is cut in each side of the block 

parallel with the adjacent side, and leaving a 

tongue, b, of a thickness corresponding to 
the width of the groove, and these grooves a 
and tongues b are similarly disposed at each 
corner, and hence the middle portion of the 
block is in the form of a cross. 
The interlocking of one block with the next 

is at the corners; hence said blocks stand di 
agonally to one another, but they can be put 
together to form squares, oblongs, letters, 
figures, numbers, and a variety of other de 
vices both useful and ornamental. 

It is, usually preferable to make strips or 
bars of wood of a square section, and saw the 
grooves a longitudinal of such bars, alnd then 
interlock five bars in the manner illustrated 
by Fig. 2, and saw off slabs of the required 
thickness, and each slab will be of the form 
shown in said Fig. 2, and the blocks can for 
convenience be sold in this form, and after 
ward be separated for use or a musement. 
I claim as my invention 
The toy building-block, with the grooves a 

and tongues b placed around a souare block 
at the angles thereof, so as to interlock, sub 
stantially as set forth. 
Signed by me this 6th day of October, 1875. 

ERNEST U. KINSEY. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. T. PINCKNEY, 
GEO. D. WALEKER. 

  


