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2 Claims. (C. 248-145) 
My invention relates to supporting devices for 

mail boxes and the like and more particularly to 
supporting devices equipped with means for pro 
tecting mail boxes supported thereby. . 

In rural districts it is the common practice to 
support mail boxes and the like adjacent the side 
of a highway whereby the rural carrier may have 
ready access thereto for delivery of mail. In 
thus positioning mail boxes, a standard is emi 
ployed to which is secured the inner end of a 
horizontally extending arm, the Outer end of the 
arm having attached thereto the mail box. The 
arm usually extends over an area, adjacent the 
side of the highway and in the path of any traffic 
which may traverse a portion of the area. When 
thus arranged, the mail box is often struck and 
damaged by traffic due to the foregoing described 
proximity of the arm relative to the highway. 
Therefore, it is one of the principal objects of 
my invention to provide a device equipped With 
means, while permitting the mail box to be dis 
posed in proximity to the high Way, functions 
to protect the mail box and thereby eliminate 
damage thereto and which means includes a 
horizontally disposed medium to which the box 
is attached and which is capable of being ro 
tated out of the path of traffic upon impact in 
parted to said medium. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a, 

device of the above described character which is 
simple in construction, durable in use, efficient 
in operation and economical in manufacture. 
Other objects and advantages Will be appar 

ent from the following description, appended 
claims and annexed drawing. 

Referring to the drawing wherein like refer 
ence characters designate like parts throughout 
the Several VieWS: 

Figure i is a side elevation of my invention. 
Figure 2 is a top plan view thereof. 
Figure 3 is a detail sectional view taken on the 

Iine 3-3 Of Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a similar sectional view taken on 

the line 4-4 of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is a detail sectional view taken on the 

line 5-5 of Figure 3. 
Figures 6 and 7 are transverse sectional views 

taken on the lines 6-6 and 7-7 of Figure 5 re 
Spectively. 
In practicing my invention as illustrated in 

the drawing, I provide a hollow standard 5 hav 
ing upper and lower sections 6 and 7 respectively. 
The lower Section is of a substantially square 
configuration in cross section while the upper 
section is of a substantially cylindrical configura 

tion fashioned. With an arcuate horizontal slot 8 
and with aligned apertures. 9. extending there 
through and spaced subjacent said slot. Asso 
ciated with the standard 5 is a hollow support 
member? (having a pair of right angularly re 
lated arms 'ff and 2. The arm 2 is journaled 
within the upper section 6 and is formed with 
an opening 3 registering with the slot 8. The 
arm if, subjacent the opening. 3, is also formed 
with a pair of aligned holes 4 registering with 
the apertures 9 of said section 6. . . . . . . . 
The Outer end of the arm 2 is flattened and 

haS mounted on the upper face thereof a guard 
frame 5 provided with inner and Outer and in 
termediate transverse members 6 fixed to the 
arm by means of rivets 7 or the like. The inner 
transverse member 6 is of an angle iron con 
Struction provided with right angularly disposed 
end sections defining side members f8 riveted to 
the outer ends of the other transverse members 
S. Positioned within the frame 5 is a mail box 
S9 equipped on the outer end with a door 20 
whereby mail and the like may be placed there 
in. The side members 8 and the inner trans 
verse member 6 are provided with vertically dis 
posed side portions embracing the lower portion 
of the mail box and are adapted to guard and 
protect the latter from damage when the frame 
is Subjected to impact. 
A collar 2 is fixed to the arm by means of 

a pin 22 extending therethrough and said collar 
engages and receives the upper end of the upper 
Section 6 of the standard and maintains the arm 
2 in a fixed horizOntal plane above the stand 

ard. A shear pin 23 extends through the slot 8 
and opening 3 and coacts With the end Walls 
of the slot for limiting the rotation of the Sup 
port relative to the standard. A detachable shear 
pin 24 extends through the apertures 9 and holes 
A and maintains the support fixed to the stand 
ard 5. The shear pin 24 is capable of being 
sheared upon impact imparted to the arm 2 or 
frame 5 to permit rotation of the Support rela 
tive to the standard and thus enable the mail 
box to be rotated out of the path of the instru 
mentality initiating the impact. The shear pin 
26 is adapted to be detached from the arm 
and standard 5 to permit the mail box to be ro 
tated relative to the Standard when desired. The 
pin 24 is shearable upon sufficient impact im 
parted to the arm f2 or frame 5 to permit 
further rotation of the support relative to the 
standard to preclude damage to the mail box. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent that I 

have provided a simple and efficient device for 
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Supporting mail boxes and the like adjacent the 
side of a roadway and Which is capable of Oper 
ation to preclude damage to the mail box by 
passing traffic. 

It is obvious that the invention is not confined 
to the herein described use therefor as it may be 
utilized for any purpose to which it is adaptable. 
It is therefore to be understood that the invenir 
tion is not limited to the specific construction as 
illustrated and described, as the same is Only ill 
lustrative of the principles of Operation, Which 
are capable of extended application in advance 
forms, and that the invention comprehends all 
construction within the scope of the appended 
claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device of the character described, com 

prising, a standard, a support journaled in Said 
Standard and having an angularly disposed Sec 
tion, a guard frame mounted on said section and 
adapted to receive therein a mail box and pro 
tect the latter from impact, means connecting 
Said Support to said standard against relative 
movement and operable upon impact imparted 
to said frame for permitting rotation of said Sup 
port relative to said standard, and means con 
necting said Support to said standard for limit 
ing. rotation of Said Support relative to said 
standard and operable upon Sufficient impact im 
parted to said frame to permit free rotation of 
said support relative to said standard. 

2,216,408 
2. A device of the character described, com 

prising, a standard having an upper hollow sec 
tion fashioned with an arcuate horizontal slot 
and with aligned apertures extending there 
through and spaced from said slot, a Support 
member having a pair of angularly related arms 
with one of said arms journaled within said Sec 
tion and formed with an opening registering With 
said slot and with a pair of aligned holes regis 
tering with said apertures, a guard frame mount 
ed on said other arm and adapted to receive a 
mail receptacle and protect the latter from im 
pact, a collar fixed on said Support and engaging 
the upper end of said Section and coacting With 
the latter to maintain said last mentioned arm 
in a fixed horizontal plane above Said standard, 
a shear pin extending through said slot and open 
ing and coacting With the end Walls of said slot 
for limiting rotation of Said Support relative to 
said standard, and a detachable shear pin ex 
tending through said apertures and Said holes 
for maintaining said support fixed to Said stand 
ard and shearable upon impact imparted to Said 
last mentioned arm to permit rotation of Said 
support relative to said standard, said first men 
tioned shear pin shearable upon sufficient impact 
imparted to said last mentioned arm to effect 
further rotation of said support relative to Said 
standard. 
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