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PATENT OFFICE.

HAROLD L. MYERS, OF MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY.

DISPLAY STAND FOR MEBCEANDISE.

Applica;‘.ion fileq May 22, 1926. Serial No. 110,893,

The invention relates to display stands for
merchandise and has for its object to provide
foldable stands on which the articles of mer-
chandise are suspended in attractive group
arrangement and so as to be capable of being
easily removed at will for distribution to
purchasers. Other more specific objects of
the invention will appear from the descrip-
tion hereinafter, and the features of novelty
will be pointed out in the claims. .

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings which illustrate several examples
of the invention without defining its limits,
and in which Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the
one form of the stand in its display position
Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation thereof on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a plan view of
the stand in said display position; Fig. 4 is a
face view of the stand in a folded position and
before the merchandise has been placed in po-
sition thereon; Fig. 5 is an end view partly
in section of the stand in its folded condition
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary side elevation of an-
other form of stand in its display position;
Fig. 7 is a sectional elevation thereof on the
line 7—7 of Fig. 6, and Fig. 8 is an end view
of the stand in its folded condition with ar-
ticles of merchandise mounted in place there-
on. :

In the form shown in Figs. 1 to § inclusive,
the stand comprises a support of generally
triangular form and consisting of a base 10,
scored lengthwise at 11 so as to be foldable
upon itself and foldably connected at 12 with
side members 18. The latter are connected
with each other at their free edges in any
conventional or convenient manner, as for in-
stance, by pasting said side members to-
gether in the manner shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
The resulting panel 14 may be utilized for
containing advertising matter upon its op-
posite surfaces. The display stand further
includes tongues 15 formed in the side mem-
bers by cutting the same along lines 16, said
tongues normally lying in the surface planes
of the side members 13, as shown in Figs. 4
and 5. The tongues 15 are so arranged as to
be capable of being bent outwardly relatively
to the side members 18 and in their operative
positions project in opposite directions in sub-
stantial perpendicular relation to the side
members, as shown in Fig. 2; to facilitate the
outward bending of the tongues 15, score lines
17 may be provided to define bending lines
for said tongues, as shown in Fig. 4. The
tongues 15 are provided with apertures 18 of

predetermined form and dimensions for re-
ceiving individual articles of merchandise in
a manner to suspend the same in surface en-
gagement with the side members; the ar-
rangement is such that the articles of mer-
chandise themselves, in co-operation with the
side members 13, prevent the tongues 15 from
being flexed downwardly out of their intend-
ed supporting positions by the weight of the
articles. Inthe illustrate example, the aper-
tures 18 are shaped and dimensioned to re-
ceive the necks 19 of bottles 20, which, in such
case, constitute the articles of merchandise
which are suspended on the display stand; in
such case, the screw-threaded cap 21 or some
other projecting portion of the bottle serves
to prevent the bottles from dropping through
the -pertures 18. To facilitate introduction
of the bottles into the apertures 18, the side
members are provided with recesses 22, lo-
cated in registry with the apertures 18 and
dimensioned and shaped to permit a prede-
termined part of each article of merchandise
to pass therethrough; in the illustrated ex-
ample, the recesses 22 are designed to permit
the passage therethrough of the cap 21 of the
bottles 20. In the preferred arrangement, a
plurality of tongues 15 are formed u pon each
side member 13, for instance, in superim-
posed parallel relation; with this construc-
tion a plurality of groups of the articles of
merchandise, or specifically the bottles, are
susperded upon both sides of the display
stand, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

In . utilizing the display stand for its in-
tended purposes, the tongues 15 are bent out-
wardly to the positions shown in Figs. 1 and
2, and the articles are then inserted in the
apertures 18 from below and from the rear;
that is to say, in the case of the bottles, shown
in the drawings, the cap and neck of a bottle
is passed beneath a tongue 15 so as to bring
the cap 21 into the recess 22, after which the
bottle is moved forwardly to bring its neck
19 into an aperture 18 with the cap 21 posi-
tioned above the tongue, as shown in Fig. 2.
The stand may then be opened to the opera-
tive position shown in Figs. 1,2 and 3, in
which the merchandise is displayed in at-
tractive groups-upon both sides of the stand
and in a manner to be easily accessible for
removal therefrom for distribution to pur-
chasers. '

In its initial condition, free from merchan-
dise, the stand, in its folded condition, ap-
pears as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, in which it
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may réadily-be shipped or stored; the stand
may be folded to the same position with the
merchandise in place thereon, and in this con-
dition provides an efficient medium for ship-
ment of a predetermined number of the arti-
cles of merchandise in suitable containers.

Tn the form shown in Figs. 6, 7 and 8, the
stand also comprises a support of generally
triangular form and consisting of a base 10%,
scored at 11* so as to be capable of being
folded and foldably connected at 12* with side
members 13, which in this form, are foldably
connected with each other at 13, Instead of
being pasted together, as indicated at 14 in the
first form of the invention, the triangular
form of the support may be produced by bend-

ing the base 10* to form a strip 14° which is.

pasted or otherwise secured to the inside sur-
£ace of one of the side members 132, as shown
in Fig. 7. This form of the invention also
includes tongues 15* which are formed by cut-
ting the side members along lines 162, the
tongues, as in the first form, also normally
lying in the surface planes of the side mem-
bers 182, Apertures 18> are located adjacent
to opposite ends of the tongues 15, and in the
illustrated example are formed by partly cut-
ting the tongues 15
contiguous portions of the side members 13%
It will of course be understood that these
apertures may be otherwise located in accord-
ance with the articles of merchandise which
the stand is designed to display. In jtsillus-
trated form, the stand shown in Figs. 6,7 and
8 is intended to display articles of merchan-

dise 202, having looped handles 19%; these arti- .

cles having been shown in the form of can
openers in the drawings. As shown in Figs.
6, 7 and 8, the tongues 15% in their normal
position, that is, in the surface plane of the
side members 13%, extend through the looped
handles 19°, and in this position constitute

‘supporting devices on which the articles 20* -

are suspended upon the side members 13°; as
shown in Figs. 6 and 7 the recesses 18% serve
to accommodate predetermined portions of
the looped handles.and permit the aforesaid

_suspension of the articles 20®.. The merchan-
- dise, or specifically the can openers, are

laced in position upon the display stand by

exing the tongues 15* outwardly and then
passing the looped handles 19* thereover as
indicated to the right in Fig. 6 as soon as the
predetermined portions of the looped handle,
which are designed to be received in the aper-
tures 18#, are located therein, the tongues 152,
because of the inherent resiliency of the mate-

rial of which they are made will snap back to
‘their original positions in the surface planes

of theside members 13>, The articles of mer-
chandise 20* are thereby locked in place
against unintentional displacement and yet
are capable of being easily removed for dis-
tribution to a purchaser. As shown in Figs.
6 and 7,-the can openers or their equivalent

and by partly cutting the .
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are displayed upon both sides of the stand in
attractive group arrangement. This form of
stand, both with and without merchandise
thereon, is capable of being folded into a com-
pact form, as shown in Fig. 8, and in this con-
dition may either be stored or shipged, or uti-
lized as 8 medium for shipping predetermined
numbers of the articles of merchandise in suit-
able containers. _

In all of its forms the display. stand is of
simple construction and requires but one glu-

X0 .
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ing to complete its structure. Furthermore,

the tongues may all be cut in one operation
before the support is-glued into triangular
form, and similarly, prior to siich gluing, the
display stands may be easily printed upon,
inasmuch as all of the printing may be con-
tained upon one surface thereof. In other
words, the display stand is capable of being
manufactured in a flat form and may even be
stored or shipped in this condition and set up
for use only as required.

Various changes in the specific form shown
and described may be made within the scope
of the clailns without departing from tI}ie
spirit of the invention. :

I claim: _ _

1. A display stand for merchandise com-
prising a support and a tongue formed by
cutting said support, adapted to be flexed
out of the plane of said support so as to pro-
ject outwardly therefrom, said tongue being
provided with recesses of predetermined

“form to receive individual articles of mer-

chandise and suspend the same in surface en-
gagement with said support, the latter being
provided with apertures communicating with
said recesses dimensioned to permit portions
of said articles of merchandise which' are
larger than said recesses to be adjusted to
positions above and in suspending engage-
ment with said tongues. :

9. A foldable display stand for merchan-
dise comprising a support of triangular form
consisting of a foldable base and side mem-
bers foldably connected  with said base and
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with each other, and tongues formed by cut-

ting said side members, adapted to be flexed

outwardly therefrom in opposite directions,
said tongues being provided with recesses

each dimensioned to receive and suspend in-

dividual articles of merchandise, in surface.
engagement with said side members, the latter

being provided with apertures in communi-

cation with said recesses and dimensioned to

permit portions of said articles of merchan-

dise which are larger than said recesses to

be adjusted to positions above and in sus-

pending engagement with said tongues.

3. A foldable display stand comprising a
support of triangular form consisting of a
foldable base and side members foldably con-
nected with said base and with each other,
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and a plurality of tongues projecting out-

wardly from each side member and formed by
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suitably cutting the latter, said tongues being
each provided with recesses dimensioned to
receive necks of bottles and to suspend the
latter in surface engagement with said side
members, the latter being provided with aper-
tures in communication with said recesses
and dimensioned to permit portions of said
bottles of larger dimensions than said re-
cesses to be adjusted to positions above and
in suspending engagement with said tongues.
. 4. A foldable display stand comprising a
support of triangular form consisting of a

-foldable base and side members foldab. y con-

nected with said base and with each other,

and tongues formed in a side member by’

3

cutting the same and normally lying in the
surface plane of said member, and each con-
stituting a support for suspending an article
of merchandise on said stand, said tongues
being capable of being flexed outwardly to
permit the articles of merchandise to be
placed thereon or removed therefrom, said
side members being provided with apertures
adjacent to said tongues through which pre-
determined portions of said articles of mer-
chandise are adapted to be projected.

In testimony whereof T have hereunto set
my hand.

HAROLD L. MYERS.
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