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(57) ABSTRACT 

A central processor for a camera having printing capabilities 
includes a CPU core for interpreting a programming script 
inputted thereto; a vector processor connected to the CPU 
core via a data cache, the vector processor for executing 
image processing processes instructed by the programming 
Script; an input buffer connected to the vector processor, an 
image sensor interface adapted to write data to the input 
buffer for processing by the vector processor; an output buffer 
connected to the vector processor, the output buffer receiving 
data processed by the vector processor, and a printhead inter 
face adapted to read processed data from the output buffer and 
provide the processed data to a print head. 
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CENTRAL PROCESSORFOR DIGITAL 
CAMERA 

REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
AND PATENTS 

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. applica 
tion Ser. No. 1 1/862188 filed Sep. 26, 2007, which is a con 
tinuation application of U.S. application Ser. No. 11/006.739 
filed on Dec. 8, 2004, now issued U.S. Pat. No. 7,281,786, 
which is a continuation application of U.S. application Ser. 
No. 10/659,014, filed on Sep. 11, 2003, now Issued U.S. Pat. 
No. 7,055,927, which is a continuation application of U.S. 
application Ser. No. 09/922,112, filed Aug. 6, 2001, now 
Issued U.S. Pat. No. 6,702,417, which is a Continuation-in 
Part of U.S. application Ser. No. 09/113,053, filed Jul. 10, 
1998, now Issued U.S. Pat. No. 6,362,868 all of which are 
herein incorporated by reference. U.S. application Ser. No. 
09/113,053 and U.S. Pat. No. 6,238,044 are hereby incorpo 
rated by reference. U.S. Pat. No. 6,049,620 is also incorpo 
rated by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention relates to the field of printer 
technology and discloses a printing cartridge for use in an 
image printer or the like. In particular, the present invention 
discloses a printing cartridge which incorporates capacitance 
sensor identification. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003 Recently, digital printing technology has been pro 
posed as a suitable replacement for traditional camera and 
photographic film techniques. The traditional film and pho 
tographic techniques rely upon a film roll having a number of 
pre-formatted negatives which are drawn past a lensing sys 
tem and onto which is imaged a negative of a image taken by 
the lensing system. Upon the completion of a film roll, the 
film is rewound into its container and forwarded to a process 
ing shop for processing and development of the negatives so 
as to produce a corresponding positive set of photos. 
0004. Unfortunately, such a system has a number of sig 
nificant drawbacks. Firstly, the chemicals utilized are obvi 
ously very sensitive to light and any light impinging upon the 
film roll will lead to exposure of the film. They are therefore 
required to operate in a light sensitive environment where the 
light imaging is totally controlled. This results in onerous 
engineering requirements leading to increased expense. Fur 
ther, film processing techniques require the utilizing of a 
“negative' and its Subsequent processing onto a "positive' 
film paperthrough the utilization of processing chemicals and 
complex silverhalide processing etc. This is generally unduly 
cumbersome, complex and expensive. Further, Such a system 
through its popularity has lead to the standardization on cer 
tain size film formats and generally minimal flexibility is 
possible with the aforementioned techniques. 
0005 Recently, all digital cameras have been introduced. 
These camera devices normally utilize a charge coupled 
device (CCD) or other form of photosensor connected to a 
processing chip which in turn is connected to and controls a 
media storage device which can take the form of a detachable 
magnetic card. In this type of device, the image is captured by 
the CCD and stored on the magnetic storage device. At some 
later time, the image or images which have been captured are 
downloaded to a computer device and printed out for view 
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ing. The digital camera has the disadvantage that access to 
images is non-immediate and the further post processing step 
ofloading onto a computer system is required, the further post 
processing often being a hindrance to ready and expedient 
SC. 

0006. Therefore, there remains a general need for an 
improved form of camera picture image production apparatus 
which is convenient, simple and effective in operation. Fur 
ther, there also remains a need for a simple form of portable, 
immediate print media on which images can be effectively 
reproduced. 
0007. In the parent application, there is disclosed the use 
of an authentication chip to provide information in connec 
tion with the print media and the media colorant that is Sup 
plied with the cartridge. 
0008. The Applicant has identified that it would be highly 
desirable to provide a means whereby information concern 
ing one or both of the media and the media colorant could be 
supplied together with the cartridge. The reason for this is that 
Such information could be used, in a suitable form, by a 
processor of such a device to enhance operation of a printing 
mechanism. It will be appreciated that printing mechanisms 
need to operate differently with different types of media and 
media colorant. It follows that it would be useful to supply 
information concerning media and media colorant to a con 
troller of the printing mechanism so that operation of the 
printing mechanism could be automatically adjusted to Suit 
the particular media and media colorant. 
0009. With suitable encryption techniques, this could be 
used to inhibit after-market refilling. As is well known in the 
field of printing technology. Such after-market refilling has 
become a cause for Substantial concern in the printing indus 
try. 
(0010. In European patent number EP 0779 497, which 
claims priority from U.S. application Ser. No. 08/573,100, 
incorporated herein by reference, there is disclosed a finger 
print acquisition sensor. The sensor is described as an appa 
ratus for detecting topological variations on an object such as 
a finger. The apparatus includes an array of sensing elements 
disposed on a Substrate which each have a parasitic capaci 
tance. An insulating material that covers the sensing elements 
defines a receiving Surface. When a finger is placed on the 
receiving Surface, the capacitance of the sensors changes. A 
fingerprint comprises ridges and Valleys. It will be appreci 
ated that when the finger is positioned on the Surface, the 
ridges create a greater change in capacitance than the valleys. 
Thus, data representing the fingerprint can be generated using 
Suitable algorithmic electronic circuits. The fingerprint sen 
sor is in the form of a ceramic metal oxide semiconductor 
(CMOS) device. 
(0011 U.S. Pat. No. 6,049,620 also claims priority from 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 08/573,100. This patent dis 
closes a fingerprint-sensing device comprising a planar array 
of closely spaced capacitive sense elements. The sense ele 
ments serve to measure a capacitance between the finger and 
a single electrode in each sense element. In this patent, each 
electrode or capacitor plate is charged and then a known 
current Source is used to remove an amount of charge from 
each plate to measure the capacitance. The measured capaci 
tance varies as a function of a distance between the finger 
Surface and the capacitor plate. Thus, the distance between 
the finger Surface and each capacitor plate can be determined. 
The distance measurements are used to produce a represen 
tation of a pattern of ridges on the finger Surface. 
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0012 Applicant has identified a manner in which this form 
of technology can be applied to achieve a means whereby 
printing cartridges can be provided with Suitable identifica 
tion data. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0013. According to an aspect of the present disclosure, a 
central processor for a camera having printing capabilities 
comprises a CPU core for interpreting a programming script 
inputted thereto; a vector processor connected to the CPU 
core via a data cache, the vector processor for executing 
image processing processes instructed by the programming 
Script; an input buffer connected to the vector processor, an 
image sensor interface adapted to write data to the input 
buffer for processing by the vector processor; an output buffer 
connected to the vector processor, the output buffer receiving 
data processed by the vector processor, and a printhead inter 
face adapted to read processed data from the output buffer and 
provide the processed data to a print head. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014 Notwithstanding any other forms that may fall 
within the scope of the present invention, preferred forms of 
the invention will now be described, by way of example only, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 
0.015 FIG. 1 illustrates an Artcam device constructed in 
accordance with the preferred embodiment; 
0016 FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of the main 
Artcam electronic components; 
0017 FIG. 2A is a schematic block diagram of the main 
Artcam components, including an array of capacitive sensors 
for actuation by an actuating formation on a printing car 
tridge; 
0018 FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of the Artcam 
Central Processor; 
0019 FIG.3(a) illustrates the VLIW Vector Processor in 
more detail; 
0020 FIG. 3A is a schematic block diagram of the Artcam 
Central Processor incorporating an interface for the array of 
capacitive sensors; 
0021 FIG. 4 illustrates the Processing Unit in more detail; 
0022 FIG. 5 illustrates the ALU 188 in more detail: 
0023 FIG. 6 illustrates the In block in more detail: 
0024 FIG. 7 illustrates the Out block in more detail: 
0025 FIG. 8 illustrates the Registers block in more detail; 
0026 FIG. 9 illustrates the Crossbar 1 in more detail: 
0027 FIG. 10 illustrates the Crossbar2 in more detail: 
0028 FIG. 11 illustrates the read process block in more 
detail; 
0029 FIG. 12 illustrates the read process block in more 
detail; 
0030 FIG. 13 illustrates the barrel shifter block in more 
detail; 
0031 FIG. 14 illustrates the adder/logic block in more 
detail; 
0032 FIG. 15 illustrates the multiply block in more detail; 
0033 FIG.16 illustrates the I/O address generator blockin 
more detail; 
0034 FIG. 17 illustrates a pixel storage format; 
0035 FIG. 18 illustrates a sequential read iterator process; 
0036 FIG. 19 illustrates a box read iterator process: 
0037 FIG. 20 illustrates a box write iterator process; 
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0038 FIG. 21 illustrates the vertical strip read/write itera 
tor process; 
0039 FIG.22 illustrates the vertical strip read/write itera 
tor process; 
0040 FIG. 23 illustrates the generate sequential process; 
0041 FIG. 24 illustrates the generate sequential process; 
0042 FIG. 25 illustrates the generate vertical strip pro 
CeSS; 
0043 FIG. 26 illustrates the generate vertical strip pro 
CeSS; 
0044 FIG. 27 illustrates a pixel data configuration; 
0045 FIG. 28 illustrates a pixel processing process; 
0046 FIG. 29 illustrates a schematic block diagram of the 
display controller; 
0047 FIG. 30 illustrates the CCD image organization; 
0048 FIG. 31 illustrates the storage format for a logical 
image; 
0049 FIG. 32 illustrates the internal image memory stor 
age format; 
0050 FIG. 33 illustrates the image pyramid storage for 
mat 

0051 FIG. 34 illustrates a time line of the process of 
sampling an Artcard; 
0.052 FIG. 35 illustrates the super sampling process; 
0053 FIG. 36 illustrates the process of reading a rotated 
Artcard; 
0054 FIG.37 illustrates aflow chart of the steps necessary 
to decode an Artcard; 
0055 FIG. 38 illustrates an enlargement of the left hand 
corner of a single Artcard; 
0056 FIG. 39 illustrates a single target for detection: 
0057 FIG. 40 illustrates the method utilised to detect tar 
getS. 
0.058 FIG. 41 illustrates the method of calculating the 
distance between two targets; 
0059 FIG. 42 illustrates the process of centroid drift: 
0060 FIG. 43 shows one form of centroid lookup table: 
0061 FIG. 44 illustrates the centroid updating process; 
0062 FIG. 45 illustrates a delta processing lookup table 
utilised in the preferred embodiment; 
0063 FIG. 46 illustrates the process of unscrambling Art 
card data; 
0064 FIG. 47 illustrates a magnified view of a series of 
dots; 
0065 FIG. 48 illustrates the data surface of a dot card; 
0.066 FIG. 49 illustrates schematically the layout of a 
single datablock; 
0067 FIG.50 illustrates a single datablock: 
0068 FIG. 51 and FIG. 52 illustrate magnified views of 
portions of the datablock of FIG. 50: 
0069 FIG. 53 illustrates a single target structure; 
(0070 FIG. 54 illustrates the target structure of a dat 
ablock; 
(0071 FIG.55 illustrates the positional relationship of tar 
gets relative to border clocking regions of a data region; 
0072 FIG. 56 illustrates the orientation columns of a dat 
ablock; 
(0073 FIG. 57 illustrates the array of dots of a datablock: 
(0074 FIG. 58 illustrates schematically the structure of 
data for Reed-Solomon encoding: 
(0075 FIG. 59 illustrates an example Reed-Solomon 
encoding: 
0076 FIG. 60 illustrates the Reed-Solomon encoding pro 
CeSS; 
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0077 FIG. 61 illustrates the layout of encoded data within 
a datablock; 
0078 FIG. 62 illustrates the sampling process in sampling 
an alternative Artcard; 
007.9 FIG. 63 illustrates, in exaggerated form, an example 
of sampling a rotated alternative Artcard; 
0080 FIG. 64 illustrates the scanning process; 
0081 FIG.65 illustrates the likely scanning distribution of 
the Scanning process; 
0082 FIG. 66 illustrates the relationship between prob 
ability of symbol errors and Reed-Solomon block errors: 
I0083 FIG. 67 illustrates a flow chart of the decoding pro 
CeSS; 
0084 FIG. 68 illustrates a process utilization diagram of 
the decoding process; 
I0085 FIG. 69 illustrates the dataflow steps in decoding: 
I0086 FIG. 70 illustrates the reading process in more 
detail; 
I0087 FIG. 71 illustrates the process of detection of the 
start of an alternative Artcard in more detail; 
I0088 FIG.72 illustrates the extraction of bit data process 
in more detail; 
0089 FIG.73 illustrates the segmentation process utilized 
in the decoding process; 
0090 FIG. 74 illustrates the decoding process of finding 
targets in more detail; 
0091 FIG. 75 illustrates the data structures utilized in 
locating targets; 
0092 FIG. 76 illustrates the Lancos 3 function structure: 
0093 FIG. 77 illustrates an enlarged portion of a dat 
ablock illustrating the clockmark and border region; 
0094 FIG. 78 illustrates the processing steps in decoding 
a bit image; 
0095 FIG. 79 illustrates the dataflow steps in decoding a 
bit image; 
0096 FIG.80 illustrates the descrambling process of the 
preferred embodiment; 
0097 FIG. 81 illustrates one form of implementation of 
the convolver; 
0098 FIG. 82 illustrates a convolution process; 
0099 FIG. 83 illustrates the compositing process; 
0100 FIG. 84 illustrates the regular compositing process 
in more detail; 
0101 FIG. 85 illustrates the process of warping using a 
warp map: 
0102 FIG. 86 illustrates the warping bi-linear interpola 
tion process; 
0103 FIG. 87 illustrates the process of span calculation; 
0104 FIG. 88 illustrates the basic span calculation pro 
CeSS; 
0105 FIG. 89 illustrates one form of detail implementa 
tion of the span calculation process; 
0106 FIG. 90 illustrates the process of reading image 
pyramid levels; 
0107 FIG.91 illustrates using the pyramidtable for bilin 
ear interpolation; 
0108 FIG.92 illustrates the histogram collection process; 
0109 FIG.93 illustrates the color transform process; 
0110 FIG. 94 illustrates the color conversion process; 
0111 FIG.95 illustrates the color space conversion pro 
cess in more detail; 
0112 FIG. 96 illustrates the process of calculating an 
input coordinate; 
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0113 FIG. 97 illustrates the process of compositing with 
feedback; 
0114 FIG. 98 illustrates the generalized scaling process; 
0115 FIG. 99 illustrates the scale in X scaling process; 
0116 FIG. 100 illustrates the scale in Y scaling process; 
0117 FIG. 101 illustrates the tessellation process; 
0118 FIG. 102 illustrates the sub-pixel translation pro 
CeSS; 
0119 FIG. 103 illustrates the compositing process; 
I0120 FIG. 104 illustrates the process of compositing with 
feedback; 
I0121 FIG. 105 illustrates the process of tiling with color 
from the input image; 
0.122 FIG. 106 illustrates the process of tiling with feed 
back; 
(0123 FIG. 107 illustrates the process of tiling with texture 
replacement; 
0.124 FIG. 108 illustrates the process of tiling with color 
from the input image; 
0.125 FIG. 109 illustrates the process of applying a texture 
without feedback; 
0.126 FIG. 110 illustrates the process of applying a texture 
with feedback; 
(O127 FIG. 111 illustrates the process of rotation of CCD 
pixels; 
I0128 FIG. 112 illustrates the process of interpolation of 
Green subpixels; 
I0129 FIG. 113 illustrates the process of interpolation of 
Blue subpixels; 
0.130 FIG. 114 illustrates the process of interpolation of 
Red subpixels; 
I0131 FIG. 115 illustrates the process of CCD pixel inter 
polation with 0 degree rotation for odd pixel lines: 
(0132 FIG. 116 illustrates the process of CCD pixel inter 
polation with 0 degree rotation for even pixel lines: 
0.133 FIG. 117 illustrates the process of color conversion 
to Lab color space; 
0.134 FIG. 118 illustrates the logical layout of a single 
printhead; 
I0135 FIG. 119 illustrates the structure of the printhead 
interface; 
0.136 FIG. 120 illustrates the process of rotation of a Lab 
image; 
I0137 FIG. 121 illustrates the format of a pixel of the 
printed image; 
0.138 FIG. 122 illustrates the dithering process; 
0.139 FIG. 123 illustrates the process of generating an 8 
bit dot output; 
0140 FIG. 124 illustrates a perspective view of the card 
reader, 
0141 FIG. 125 illustrates an exploded perspective of a 
card reader, 
0.142 FIG. 126 illustrates a close up view of the Artcard 
reader, 
0143 FIG. 127 illustrates a layout of the software/hard 
ware modules of the overall Artcam application; 
014.4 FIG. 128 illustrates a layout of the software/hard 
ware modules of the Camera Manager, 
(0145 FIG. 129 illustrates a layout of the software/hard 
ware modules of the Image Processing Manager; 
0146 FIG. 130 illustrates a layout of the software/hard 
ware modules of the Printer Manager; 
0147 FIG. 131 illustrates a layout of the software/hard 
ware modules of the Image Processing Manager; 
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0148 FIG. 132 illustrates a layout of the software/hard 
ware modules of the File Manager; 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED AND OTHER 
EMBODIMENTS 

014.9 The digital image processing camera system con 
structed in accordance with the preferred embodiment is as 
illustrated in FIG.1. The camera unit 1 includes means for the 
insertion of an integral print roll (not shown). The camera unit 
1 can include an area image sensor 2 which sensors an image 
3 for captured by the camera. Optionally, the second area 
image sensor can be provided to also image the scene 3 and to 
optionally provide for the production of stereographic output 
effects. 
0150. The camera 1 can include an optional color display 
5 for the display of the image being sensed by the sensor 2. 
When a simple image is being displayed on the display 5, the 
button 6 can be depressed resulting in the printed image 8 
being output by the camera unit 1. A series of cards, herein 
after known as “Artcards' 9 contain, on one surface encoded 
information and on the other Surface, contain an image dis 
torted by the particular effect produced by the Artcard 9. The 
Artcard 9 is inserted in an Artcard reader 10 in the side of 
camera 1 and, upon insertion, results in output image 8 being 
distorted in the same manner as the distortion appearing on 
the surface of Artcard 9. Hence, by means of this simple user 
interface a user wishing to produce a particular effect can 
insert one of many Artcards 9 into the Artcard reader 10 and 
utilize button 19 to take a picture of the image 3 resulting in a 
corresponding distorted output image 8. 
0151. The camera unit 1 can also include a number of other 
control button 13, 14 in addition to a simple LCD output 
display 15 for the display of informative information includ 
ing the number of printouts left on the internal print roll on the 
camera unit. Additionally, different output formats can be 
controlled by CHP switch 17. 
0152 Turning now to FIG. 2, there is illustrated a sche 
matic view of the internal hardware of the camera unit 1. The 
internal hardware is based around an Artcam central proces 
sor unit (ACP)31. 

Artcam Central Processor 31 

0153. The Artcam central processor 31 provides many 
functions which form the heart of the system. The ACP31 is 
preferably implemented as a complex, high speed, CMOS 
system on-a-chip. Utilising standard cell design with some 
full custom regions is recommended. Fabrication on a 0.25 
micron CMOS process will provide the density and speed 
required, along with a reasonably small die area. 
0154) The functions provided by the ACP 31 include: 
0155 1. Control and digitization of the area image sensor 
2. A 3D stereoscopic version of the ACP requires two area 
image sensor interfaces with a second optional image sensor 
4 being provided for stereoscopic effects. 
0156 2. Area image sensor compensation, reformatting, 
and image enhancement. 
0157 3. Memory interface and management to a memory 
Store 33. 
0158 4. Interface, control, and analog to digital conver 
sion of an Artcard reader linear image sensor 34 which is 
provided for the reading of data from the Artcards 9. 
0159) 5. Extraction of the raw Artcard data from the digi 
tized and encoded Artcard image. 
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(0160 6. Reed-Solomon error detection and correction of 
the Artcard encoded data. The encoded surface of the Artcard 
9 includes information on how to process an image to produce 
the effects displayed on the image distorted surface of the 
Artcard 9. This information is in the form of a script, herein 
after known as a “Vark script. The Vark script is utilised by 
an interpreter running within the ACP 31 to produce the 
desired effect. 
0.161 7. Interpretation of the Vark script on the Artcard 9. 
0162 8. Performing image processing operations as speci 
fied by the Vark script. 
0163 9. Controlling various motors for the paper transport 
36, Zoom lens 38, autofocus 39 and Artcard driver 37. 
0164. 10. Controlling a guillotine actuator 40 for the 
operation of a guillotine 41 for the cutting of photographs 8 
from print roll 42. 
0.165 11. Half-toning of the image data for printing. 
0166 12. Providing the print data to a print-head 44 at the 
appropriate times. 
0.167 13. Controlling the print head 44. 
0.168. 14. Controlling the ink pressure feed to print-head 
44. 
(0169. 15. Controlling optional flash unit 56. 
0170 16. Reading and acting on various sensors in the 
camera, including camera orientation sensor 46, autofocus 47 
and Artcard insertion sensor 49. 
0171 17. Reading and acting on the user interface buttons 
6, 13, 14. 
0172 18. Controlling the status display 15. 
0.173) 19. Providing viewfinder and preview images to the 
color display 5. 
0.174 20. Control of the system power consumption, 
including the ACP power consumption via power manage 
ment circuit 51. 
0.175 21. Providing external communications 52 to gen 
eral purpose computers (using part USB). 
0176 22. Reading and storing information in a printing 
roll authentication chip 53. 
0177. 23. Reading and storing information in a camera 
authentication chip 54. 
0.178 24. Communicating with an optional mini-keyboard 
57 for text modification. 

Quartz Crystal 58 
0179 A quartz crystal 58 is used as a frequency reference 
for the system clock. As the system clock is very high, the 
ACP31 includes a phase locked loop clock circuit to increase 
the frequency derived from the crystal 58. 

Image Sensing 

Area Image Sensor 2 
0180. The area image sensor 2 converts an image through 
its lens into an electrical signal. It can either be a charge 
coupled device (CCD) or an active pixel sensor (APS) CMOS 
image sector. At present, available CCD's normally have a 
higher image quality, however, there is currently much devel 
opment occurring in CMOS imagers. CMOS imagers are 
eventually expected to be substantially cheaper than CCD's 
have smaller pixel areas, and be able to incorporate drive 
circuitry and signal processing. They can also be made in 
CMOS fabs, which are transitioning to 12" wafers. CCD's are 
usually built in 6" wafer fabs, and economics may not allow a 
conversion to 12" fabs. Therefore, the difference in fabrica 
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tion cost between CCD's and CMOS imagers is likely to 
increase, progressively favoring CMOS imagers. However, at 
present, a CCD is probably the best option. 
0181. The Artcam unit will produce suitable results with a 
1,500x1,000 area image sensor. However, smaller sensors, 
such as 750x500, will be adequate for many markets. The 
Artcam is less sensitive to image sensor resolution than are 
conventional digital cameras. This is because many of the 
styles contained on Artcards 9 process the image in Such a 
way as to obscure the lack of resolution. For example, if the 
image is distorted to simulate the effect of being converted to 
an impressionistic painting, low Source image resolution can 
be used with minimal effect. Further examples for which low 
resolution input images will typically not be noticed include 
image warps which produce high distorted images, multiple 
miniature copies of the of the image (eg. passport photos), 
textural processing Such as bump mapping for a base relief 
metal look, and photo-compositing into structured scenes. 
0182. This tolerance of low resolution image sensors may 
be a significant factor in reducing the manufacturing cost of 
an Artcam unit 1 camera. An Artcam with a low cost 750x500 
image sensor will often produce Superior results to a conven 
tional digital camera with a much more expensive 1,500x1, 
000 image sensor. 

Optional Stereoscopic 3D Image Sensor 4 

0183. The 3D versions of the Artcam unit 1 have an addi 
tional image sensor 4, for Stereoscopic operation. This image 
sensor is identical to the main image sensor. The circuitry to 
drive the optional image sensor may be included as a standard 
part of the ACP chip 31 to reduce incremental design cost. 
Alternatively, a separate 3D Artcam ACP can be designed. 
This option will reduce the manufacturing cost of a main 
stream single sensor Artcam. 

Print Roll Authentication Chip 53 

0184. A small chip53 is included in each print roll 42. This 
chip replaced the functions of the bar code, optical sensor and 
wheel, and ISO/ASA sensor on other forms of camera film 
units such as Advanced Photo Systems film cartridges. 
0185. The authentication chip also provides other fea 

tures: 

0186 1. The storage of data rather than that which is 
mechanically and optically sensed from APS rolls 
0187 2. A remaining media length indication, accurate to 
high resolution. 
0188 3. Authentication Information to prevent inferior 
clone print roll copies. 
(0189 The authentication chip 53 contains 1024 bits of 
Flash memory, of which 128 bits is an authentication key, and 
512 bits is the authentication information. Also included is an 
encryption circuit to ensure that the authentication key cannot 
be accessed directly. 

Print-Head 44 

0190. The Artcam unit 1 can utilize any color print tech 
nology which is Small enough, low enough power, fast 
enough, high enough quality, and low enough cost, and is 
compatible with the print roll. Relevant printheads will be 
specifically discussed hereinafter. 
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0191 The specifications of the inkjet head are: 

Image type Bi-level, dithered 
Color CMYProcess Color 
Resolution 1600 dpi. 
Print head length Page-width (100 mm) 
Print speed 2 seconds per photo 

Optional Ink Pressure Controller (Not Shown) 
0.192 The function of the ink pressure controller depends 
upon the type of inkjet print head 44 incorporated in the 
Artcam. For Some types of inkjet, the use of an ink pressure 
controller can be eliminated, as the ink pressure is simply 
atmospheric pressure. Other types of print head require a 
regulated positive ink pressure. In this case, the in pressure 
controller consists of a pump and pressure transducer. 
0193 Other print heads may require an ultrasonic trans 
ducer to cause regular oscillations in the ink pressure, typi 
cally at frequencies around 100 KHZ. In the case, the ACP31 
controls the frequency phase and amplitude of these oscilla 
tions. 

Paper Transport Motor 36 
0194 The paper transport motor 36 moves the paper from 
within the print roll 42 past the print head at a relatively 
constant rate. The motor 36 is a miniature motor geared down 
to an appropriate speed to drive rollers which move the paper. 
A high quality motor and mechanical gears are required to 
achieve high image quality, as mechanical rumble or other 
vibrations will affect the printed dot row spacing. 

Paper Transport Motor Driver 60 
0.195 The motor driver 60 is a small circuit which ampli 
fies the digital motor control signals from the APC31 to levels 
suitable for driving the motor 36. 

Paper Pull Sensor 
0196. A paper pull sensor 50 detects a user's attempt to 
pull a photo from the camera unit during the printing process. 
The APC 31 reads this sensor 50, and activates the guillotine 
41 if the condition occurs. The paper pull sensor 50 is incor 
porated to make the camera more foolproof in operation. 
Were the user to pull the paper out forcefully during printing, 
the print mechanism 44 or print roll 42 may (in extreme cases) 
be damaged. Since it is acceptable to pull out the pod from 
a Polaroid type camera before it is fully ejected, the public has 
been trained to do this. Therefore, they are unlikely to heed 
printed instructions not to pull the paper. 
0197) The Artcam preferably restarts the photo print pro 
cess after the guillotine 41 has cut the paper after pull sensing. 
0198 The pull sensor can be implemented as a strain 
gauge sensor, or as an optical sensor detecting a small plastic 
flag which is deflected by the torque that occurs on the paper 
drive rollers when the paper is pulled. The latter implemen 
tation is recommendation for low cost. 

Paper Guillotine Actuator 40 
0199 The paper guillotine actuator 40 is a small actuator 
which causes the guillotine 41 to cut the paper either at the 
end of a photograph, or when the paper pull sensor 50 is 
activated. 



US 2010/0265339 A1 

0200. The guillotine actuator 40 is a small circuit which 
amplifies a guillotine control signal from the APC tot the level 
required by the actuator 41. 

Artcard 9 

0201 The Artcard 9 is a program storage medium for the 
Artcam unit. As noted previously, the programs are in the 
form of Vark Scripts. Vark is a powerful image processing 
language especially developed for the Artcam unit. Each Art 
card 9 contains one Vark Script, and thereby defines one image 
processing style. 
0202 Preferably, the VARK language is highly image pro 
cessing specific. By being highly image processing specific, 
the amount of storage required to store the details on the card 
are substantially reduced. Further, the ease with which new 
programs can be created, including enhanced effects, is also 
Substantially increased. Preferably, the language includes 
facilities for handling many image processing functions 
including image warping via a warp map, convolution, color 
lookup tables, posterizing an image, adding noise to an 
image, image enhancement filters, painting algorithms, brush 
jittering and manipulation edge detection filters, tiling, illu 
mination via light sources, bump maps, text, face detection 
and object detection attributes, fonts, including three dimen 
sional fonts, and arbitrary complexity pre-rendered icons. 
Further details of the operation of the Vark language inter 
preter are contained hereinafter. 
0203 Hence, by utilizing the language constructs as 
defined by the created language, new affects on arbitrary 
images can be created and constructed for inexpensive Stor 
age on Artcard and Subsequent distribution to camera owners. 
Further, on one surface of the card can be provided an 
example illustrating the effect that a particular VARK script, 
stored on the other surface of the card, will have on an arbi 
trary captured image. 
0204. By utilizing Such a system, camera technology can 
be distributed without a great fear of obsolescence in that, 
provided a VARK interpreter is incorporated in the camera 
device, a device independent scenario is provided whereby 
the underlying technology can be completely varied over 
time. Further, the VARK scripts can be updated as new filters 
are created and distributed in an inexpensive manner, Such as 
via simple cards for card reading. 
0205 The Artcard 9 is a piece of thin white plastic with the 
same format as a credit card (86 mm long by 54 mm wide). 
The Artcard is printed on both sides using a high resolution 
inkjet printer. The inkjet printer technology is assumed to be 
the same as that used in the Articam, with 1600dpi (63 dpmm) 
resolution. A major feature of the Artcard 9 is low manufac 
turing cost. Artcards can be manufactured at high speeds as a 
wide web of plastic film. The plastic web is coated on both 
sides with a hydrophilic dye fixing layer. The web is printed 
simultaneously on both sides using a pagewidth color inkjet 
printer. The web is then cut and punched into individual cards. 
On one face of the card is printed a human readable represen 
tation of the effect the Artcard 9 will have on the sensed 
image. This can be simply a standard image which has been 
processed using the Vark script stored on the back face of the 
card. 
0206. On the back face of the card is printed an array of 
dots which can be decoded into the Vark script that defines the 
image processing sequence. The print area is 80 mmx50mm, 
giving a total of 15,876,000 dots. This array of dots could 
represent at least 1.89 Mbytes of data. To achieve high reli 
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ability, extensive error detection and correction is incorpo 
rated in the array of dots. This allows a substantial portion of 
the card to be defaced, worn, creased, or dirty with no effect 
on data integrity. The data coding used is Reed-Solomon 
coding, with half of the data devoted to error correction. This 
allows the storage of 967 Kbytes of error corrected data on 
each Artcard 9. 

Linear Image Sensor 34 

0207. The Artcard linear sensor 34 converts the aforemen 
tioned Artcard data image to electrical signals. As with the 
area image sensor 2, 4, the linear image sensor can be fabri 
cated using either CCD or APS CMOS technology. The active 
length of the image sensor 34 is 50 mm, equal to the width of 
the data array on the Artcard 9. To satisfy Nyquist's sampling 
theorem, the resolution of the linear image sensor 34 must be 
at least twice the highest spatial frequency of the Artcard 
optical image reaching the image sensor. In practice, data 
detection is easier if the image sensor resolution is substan 
tially above this. A resolution of 4800 dpi (189 dpmm) is 
chosen, giving a total of 9,450 pixels. This resolution requires 
a pixel sensor pitch of 5.3 um. This can readily beachieved by 
using four staggered rows of 20 umpixel sensors. 
0208. The linear image sensor is mounted in a special 
package which includes a LED 65 to illuminate the Artcard 9 
via a light-pipe (not shown). 
0209. The Artcard reader light-pipe can be a molded light 
pipe which has several function: 
0210 1. It diffuses the light from the LED over the width 
of the card using total internal reflection facets. 
0211 2. It focuses the light onto a 16 um wide strip of the 
Artcard 9 using an integrated cylindrical lens. 
0212. 3. It focuses light reflected from the Artcard onto the 
linear image sensor pixels using a molded array of micro 
lenses. 

0213. The operation of the Artcard reader is explained 
further hereinafter. 

Artcard Reader Motor 37 

0214. The Artcard reader motor propels the Artcard past 
the linear image sensor 34 at a relatively constant rate. As it 
may not be cost effective to include extreme precision 
mechanical components in the Artcard reader, the motor 37 is 
a standard miniature motor geared down to an appropriate 
speed to drive a pair of rollers which move the Artcard 9. The 
speed variations, rumble, and other vibrations will affect the 
raw image data as circuitry within the APC31 includes exten 
sive compensation for these effects to reliably read the Art 
card data. 

0215. The motor 37 is driven in reverse when the Artcard 
is to be ejected. 

Artcard Motor Driver 61 

0216. The Artcard motor driver 61 is a small circuit which 
amplifies the digital motor control signals from the APC31 to 
levels suitable for driving the motor 37. 

Card Insertion Sensor 49 

0217. The card insertion sensor 49 is an optical sensor 
which detects the presence of a card as it is being inserted in 
the card reader 34. Upon a signal from this sensor 49, the APC 
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31 initiates the card reading process, including the activation 
of the Artcard reader motor 37. 

Card Eject Button 16 

0218. A card eject button 16 (FIG. 1) is used by the user to 
eject the current Artcard, so that another Artcard can be 
inserted. The APC 31 detects the pressing of the button, and 
reverses the Artcard reader motor 37 to eject the card. 

Card Status Indicator 66 

0219. A card status indicator 66 is provided to signal the 
user as to the status of the Artcard reading process. This can be 
a standard bi-color (red/green) LED. When the card is suc 
cessfully read, and data integrity has been verified, the LED 
lights up green continually. If the card is faulty, then the LED 
lights up red. 
0220. If the camera is powered from a 1.5V instead of 3V 

battery, then the power supply voltage is less than the forward 
voltage drop of the greed LED, and the LED will not light. In 
this case, red LEDs can be used, or the LED can be powered 
from a Voltage pump which also powers other circuits in the 
Artcam which require higher Voltage. 

64 Mbit DRAM33 

0221) To perform the wide variety of image processing 
effects, the camera utilizes 8 Mbytes of memory 33. This can 
be provided by a single 64Mbit memory chip. Of course, with 
changing memory technology increased Dram storage sizes 
may be substituted. 
0222 High speed access to the memory chip is required. 
This can beachieved by using a Rambus DRAM (burst access 
rate of 500 Mbytes per second) or chips using the new open 
standards such as double data rate (DDR) SDRAM or Syn 
clink DRAM. 

Camera Authentication Chip 

0223) The camera authentication chip 54 is identical to the 
print roll authentication chip 53, except that it has different 
information stored in it. The camera authentication chip 54 
has three main purposes: 
0224 1. To provide a secure means of comparing authen 
tication codes with the print roll authentication chip; 
0225 2. To provide storage for manufacturing informa 

tion, such as the serial number of the camera; 
0226 3. To provide a small amount of non-volatile 
memory for storage of user information. 

Displays 

0227. The Artcam includes an optional color display 5 and 
Small status display 15. Lowest cost consumer cameras may 
include a color image display, such as a small TFT LCD 5 
similar to those found on Some digital cameras and camcord 
ers. The color display 5 is a major cost element of these 
versions of Articam, and the display 5 plus back light are a 
major power consumption drain. 

Status Display 15 

0228. The status display 15 is a small passive segment 
based LCD, similar to those currently provided on silver 
halide and digital cameras. Its main function is to show the 
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number of prints remaining in the print roll 42 and icons for 
various standard camera features, such as flash and battery 
Status. 

Color Display 5 

0229. The color display 5 is a full motion image display 
which operates as a viewfinder, as a verification of the image 
to be printed, and as a user interface display. The cost of the 
display 5 is approximately proportional to its area, so large 
displays (say 4" diagonal) unit will be restricted to expensive 
versions of the Artcam unit. Smaller displays, such as color 
camcorder viewfinder TFT's at around 1", may be effective 
for mid-range Artcams. 

Zoom Lens (Not Shown) 

0230. The Artcam can include a Zoom lens. This can be a 
standard electronically controlled Zoom lens, identical to one 
which would be used on a standard electronic camera, and 
similar to pocket camera Zoom lenses. A referred version of 
the Artcam unit may include standard interchangeable 35 mm 
SLR lenses. 

Autofocus Motor 39 

0231. The autofocus motor 39 changes the focus of the 
Zoom lens. The motor is a miniature motor geared down to an 
appropriate speed to drive the autofocus mechanism. 

Autofocus Motor Driver 63 

0232. The autofocus motor driver 63 is a small circuit 
which amplifies the digital motor control signals from the 
APC31 to levels suitable for driving the motor 39. 

Zoom Motor 38 

0233. The Zoom motor 38 moves the Zoom front lenses in 
and out. The motor is a miniature motor geared down to an 
appropriate speed to drive the Zoom mechanism. 

Zoom Motor Driver 62 

0234. The Zoom motor driver 62 is a small circuit which 
amplifies the digital motor control signals from the APC31 to 
levels suitable for driving the motor. 

Communications 

0235. The ACP 31 contains a universal serial bus (USB) 
interface 52 for communication with personal computers. 
Not all Artcam models are intended to include the USB con 
nector. However, the silicon area required for a USB circuit 52 
is small, so the interface can be included in the standard ACP. 

Optional Keyboard 57 

0236. The Artcam unit may include an optional miniature 
keyboard 57 for customizing text specified by the Artcard. 
Any text appearing in an Artcard image may be editable, even 
if it is in a complex metallic 3D font. The miniature keyboard 
includes a single line alphanumeric LCD to display the origi 
nal text and edited text. The keyboard may be a standard 
accessory. 
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0237. The ACP 31 contains a serial communications cir 
cuit for transferring data to and from the miniature keyboard. 

Power Supply 
0238. The Artcam unit uses a battery 48. Depending upon 
the Artcam options, this is either a 3V Lithium cell, 1.5VAA 
alkaline cells, or other battery arrangement. 

Power Management Unit 51 
0239 Power consumption is an important design con 
straint in the Artcam. It is desirable that either standard cam 
era batteries (such as 3V lithium batters) or standard AA or 
AAA alkaline cells can be used. While the electronic com 
plexity of the Artcam unit is dramatically higher than 35 mm 
photographic cameras, the power consumption need not be 
commensurately higher. Power in the Artcam can be carefully 
managed with all unit being turned off when not in use. 
0240. The most significant current drains are the ACP 31, 
the area image sensors 2.4, the printer 44 various motors, the 
flash unit 56, and the optional color display 5 dealing with 
each part separately: 
0241 1. ACP. If fabricated using 0.25 um CMOS, and 
running on 1.5V, the ACP power consumption can be quite 
low. Clocks to various parts of the ACP chip can be quite low. 
Clocks to various parts of the ACP chip can be turned off 
when not in use, virtually eliminating standby current con 
sumption. The ACP will only fully used for approximately 4 
seconds for each photograph printed. 
0242 2. Area image sensor: power is only supplied to the 
area image sensor when the user has their finger on the button. 
0243) 3. The printer power is only supplied to the printer 
when actually printing. This is for around 2 seconds for each 
photograph. Even so, Suitably lower power consumption 
printing should be used. 
0244. 4. The motors required in the Artcam are all low 
power miniature motors, and are typically only activated for a 
few seconds per photo. 
0245. 5. The flash unit 45 is only used for some photo 
graphs. Its power consumption can readily be provided by a 
3V lithium battery for a reasonably battery life. 
0246 6. The optional color display 5 is a major current 
drain for two reasons: it must be on for the whole time that the 
camera is in use, and a backlight will be required if a liquid 
crystal display is used. Cameras which incorporate a color 
display will require a larger battery to achieve acceptable 
batter life. 

Flash Unit 56 

0247 The flash unit 56 can be a standard miniature elec 
tronic flash for consumer cameras. 

Overview of the ACP 31 

0248 FIG. 3 illustrates the Artcam Central Processor 
(ACP)31 in more detail. The Artcam Central Processor pro 
vides all of the processing powerfor Artcam. It is designed for 
a 0.25 micron CMOS process, with approximately 1.5 million 
transistors and an area of around 50 mm. The ACP 31 is a 
complex design, but design effort can be reduced by the use of 
datapath compilation techniques, macrocells, and IP cores. 
The ACP 31 contains: 

0249 A RISC CPU core 72 
(0250) A 4 way parallel VLIW Vector Processor 74 
0251 A Direct RAM bus interface 81 
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0252) A CMOS image sensor interface 83 
0253) A CMlinear image sensor interface 88 
0254. A USB serial interface 52 
0255. An infrared keyboard interface 55 
0256. A numeric LCD interface 84, and 
0257. A color TFT LCD interface 88 
0258 A4Mbyte Flash memory 70 for program storage 
TO 

0259. The RISC CPU, Direct RAMbus interface 81, 
CMOS sensor interface 83 and USB serial interface 52 can be 
vendor supplied cores. The ACP 31 is intended to run at a 
clock speed of 200 MHz on 3V externally and 1.5V internally 
to minimize power consumption. The CPU core needs only to 
run at 100 MHz. The following two block diagrams give two 
views of the ACP 31: 
A view of the ACP 31 in isolation 
0260 An example Artcam showing a high-level view of 
the ACP 31 connected to the rest of the Artcam hardware. 

Image Access 
0261. As stated previously, the DRAM Interface 81 is 
responsible for interfacing between other client portions of 
the ACP chip and the RAIVIBUS DRAM. In effect, each 
module within the DRAM Interface is an address generator. 
0262 There are three logical types of images manipulated 
by the ACP. They are: 

0263 CCD Image, which is the Input Image captured 
from the CCD. 

0264. Internal Image format—the Image format uti 
lised internally by the Artcam device. 

0265 Print Image—the Output Image format printed by 
the Artcam 
0266 These images are typically different in color space, 
resolution, and the output & input color spaces which can 
vary from camera to camera. For example, a CCD image on a 
low-end camera may be a different resolution, or have differ 
ent color characteristics from that used in a high-end camera. 
However all internal image formats are the same format in 
terms of color space across all cameras. 
0267 In addition, the three image types can vary with 
respect to which direction is up. The physical orientation of 
the camera causes the notion of a portrait or landscape image, 
and this must be maintained throughout processing. For this 
reason, the internal image is always oriented correctly, and 
rotation is performed on images obtained from the CCD and 
during the print operation. 

CPU Core (CPU) 72 
0268. The ACP 31 incorporates a 32 bit RISC CPU 72 to 
run the Vark image processing language interpreter and to 
perform Artcam's general operating system duties. A wide 
variety of CPU cores are suitable: it can be any processor core 
with Sufficient processing power to perform the required core 
calculations and control functions fast enough to met con 
Sumer expectations. Examples of suitable cores are: MIPS 
R4000 core from LSI Logic, StrongARM core. There is no 
need to maintain instruction set continuity between different 
Artcam models. Artcard compatibility is maintained irrespec 
tive of future processor advances and changes, because the 
Vark interpreter is simply re-compiled for each new instruc 
tion set. The ACP 31 architecture is therefore also free to 
evolve. Different ACP 31 chip designs may be fabricated by 
different manufacturers, without requiring to license or port 
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the CPU core. This device independence avoids the chip 
vendor lock-in such as has occurred in the PC market with 
Intel. The CPU operates at 100 MHz, with a single cycle time 
of 10 ns. It must be fast enough to run the Vark interpreter, 
although the VLIW Vector Processor 74 is responsible for 
most of the time-critical operations. 

Program Cache 72 
0269. Although the program code is stored in on-chip 
Flash memory 70, it is unlikely that well packed Flash 
memory 70 will be able to operate at the 10 ns cycle time 
required by the CPU. Consequently a small cache is required 
for good performance. 16 cache lines of 32 bytes each are 
sufficient, for a total of 512 bytes. The program cache 72 is 
defined in the chapter entitled Program cache 72. 

Data Cache 76 

0270. A small data cache 76 is required for good perfor 
mance. This requirement is mostly due to the use of a RAM 
bus DRAM, which can provide high-speed data in bursts, but 
is inefficient for single byte accesses. The CPU has access to 
a memory caching system that allows flexible manipulation 
of CPU data cache 76 sizes. A minimum of 16 cache lines 
(512 bytes) is recommended for good performance. 

CPU Memory Model 
0271 An Artcam's CPU memory model consists of a 32 
MBarea. It consists of 8MB of physical RDRAM off-chip in 
the base model of Articam, with provision for up to 16 MB of 
off-chip memory. There is a 4 MB Flash memory 70 on the 
ACP31 for program storage, and finally a 4MB address space 
mapped to the various registers and controls of the ACP 31. 
The memory map then, for an Artcam is as follows: 

Contents Size 

Base Artcam DRAM 8 MB 
Extended DRAM 8 MB 
Program memory (on ACP 31 in Flash memory 70) 4 MB 
Reserved for extension of program memory 4 MB 
ACP 31 registers and memory-mapped I/O 4 MB 
Reserved 4 MB 

TOTAL 32 MB 

0272. A straightforward way of decoding addresses is to 
use address bits 23-24: 

0273. If bit 24 is clear, the address is in the lower 16-MB 
range, and hence can be satisfied from DRAM and the 
Data cache 76. In most cases the DRAM will only be 8 
MB, but 16 MB is allocated to cater for a higher memory 
model Artcams. 

0274. If bit 24 is set, and bit 23 is clear, then the address 
represents the Flash memory 70 4 Mbyte range and is 
satisfied by the Program cache 72. 

0275 If bit 24=1 and bit 23=1, the address is translated 
into an access over the low speed bus to the requested 
component in the AC by the CPU Memory Decoder 68. 

Flash Memory 70 

(0276. The ACP 31 contains a 4 Mbyte Flash memory 70 
for storing the Artcam program. It is envisaged that Flash 
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memory 70 will have denser packing coefficients than 
masked ROM, and allows for greater flexibility for testing 
camera program code. The downside of the Flash memory 70 
is the access time, which is unlikely to be fast enough for the 
100 MHz operating speed (10 ns cycle time) of the CPU. A 
fast Program Instruction cache 77 therefore acts as the inter 
face between the CPU and the slower Flash memory 70. 

Program Cache 72 
0277. A small cache is required for good CPU perfor 
mance. This requirement is due to the slow speed Flash 
memory 70 which stores the Program code. 16 cache lines of 
32 bytes each are sufficient, for a total of 512 bytes. The 
Program cache 72 is a read only cache. The data used by CPU 
programs comes through the CPU Memory Decoder 68 and if 
the address is in DRAM, through the general Data cache 76. 
The separation allows the CPU to operate independently of 
the VLIW Vector Processor 74. If the data requirements are 
low for a given process, it can consequently operate com 
pletely out of cache. 
0278 Finally, the Program cache 72 can be read as data by 
the CPU rather than purely as program instructions. This 
allows tables, microcode for the VLIW etc to be loaded from 
the Flash memory 70. Addresses with bit 24 set and bit 23 
clear are satisfied from the Program cache 72. 

CPU Memory Decoder 68 
(0279. The CPU Memory Decoder 68 is a simple decoder 
for satisfying CPU data accesses. The Decoder translates data 
addresses into internal ACP register accesses over the internal 
low speed bus, and therefore allows for memory mapped I/O 
of ACP registers. The CPU Memory Decoder 68 only inter 
prets addresses that have bit 24 set and bit 23 clear. There is no 
caching in the CPU Memory Decoder 68. 

DRAM Interface 81 

0280. The DRAM used by the Artcam is a single channel 
64 Mbit (8 MB) RAMbus RDRAM operating at 1.6 GB/sec. 
RDRAM accesses are by a single channel (16-bit data path) 
controller. The RDRAM also has several useful operating 
modes for low power operation. Although the Rambus speci 
fication describes a system with random 32 byte transfers as 
capable of achieving a greater than 95% efficiency, this is not 
true if only part of the 32 bytes are used. Two reads followed 
by two writes to the same device yields over 86% efficiency. 
The primary latency is required for bus turn-around going 
from a Write to a Read, and since there is a Delayed Write 
mechanism, efficiency can be further improved. With regards 
to writes, Write Masks allow specific subsets of bytes to be 
written to. These write masks would be set via internal cache 
“dirty bits”. The upshot of the Rambus Direct RDRAM is a 
throughput of >1 GB/sec is easily achievable, and with mul 
tiple reads for every write (most processes) combined with 
intelligent algorithms making good use of 32 byte transfer 
knowledge, transfer rates of 1.3 GB/sec are expected. Every 
10 ns, 16 bytes can be transferred to or from the core. 

Data Cache 76 

(0281. The ACP 31 contains a dedicated CPU instruction 
cache 77 and a general data cache 76. The Data cache 76 
handles all DRAM requests (reads and writes of data) from 
the CPU, the VLIW Vector Processor 74, and the Display 
Controller 88. These requests may have very different profiles 
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in terms of memory usage and algorithmic timing require 
ments. For example, a VLIW process may be processing an 
image in linear memory, and lookup a value in a table for each 
value in the image. There is little need to cache much of the 
image, but it may be desirable to cache the entire lookup table 
so that no real memory access is required. Because of these 
differing requirements, the Data cache 76 allows for an intel 
ligent definition of caching. 
0282 Although the Rambus DRAM interface 81 is 
capable of very high-speed memory access (an average 
throughput of 32 bytes in 25 ns), it is not efficient dealing with 
single byte requests. In order to reduce effective memory 
latency, the ACP31 contains 128 cache lines. Each cache line 
is 32 bytes wide. Thus the total amount of data cache 76 is 
4096 bytes (4 KB). The 128 cachelines are configured into 16 
programmable-sized groups. Each of the 16 groups must be a 
contiguous set of cache lines. The CPU is responsible for 
determining how many cache lines to allocate to each group. 
Within each group cache lines are filled according to a simple 
Least Recently Used algorithm. In terms of CPU data 
requests, the Data cache 76 handles memory access requests 
that have address bit 24 clear. If bit 24 is clear, the address is 
in the lower 16 MB range, and hence can be satisfied from 
DRAM and the Data cache 76. In most cases the DRAM will 
only be 8 MB, but 16 MB is allocated to cater for a higher 
memory model Artcam. If bit 24 is set, the address is ignored 
by the Data cache 76. 
0283 All CPU data requests are satisfied from Cache 
Group 0. A minimum of 16 cache lines is recommended for 
good CPU performance, although the CPU can assign any 
number of cache lines (except none) to Cache Group 0. The 
remaining Cache Groups (1 to 15) are allocated according to 
the current requirements. This could mean allocation to a 
VLIWVector Processor 74 program or the Display Controller 
88. For example, a 256 byte lookup table required to be 
permanently available would require 8 cache lines. Writing 
out a sequential image would only require 2-4 cache lines 
(depending on the size of record being generated and whether 
write requests are being Write Delayed for a significant num 
ber of cycles). Associated with each cache line byte is a dirty 
bit, used for creating a Write Mask when writing memory to 
DRAM. Associated with each cache line is another dirty bit, 
which indicates whether any of the cache line bytes has been 
written to (and therefore the cache line must be written back 
to DRAM before it can be reused). Note that it is possible for 
two different Cache Groups to be accessing the same address 
in memory and to get out of sync. The VLIW program writer 
is responsible to ensure that this is not an issue. It could be 
perfectly reasonable, for example, to have a Cache Group 
responsible for reading an image, and another Cache Group 
responsible for writing the changed image back to memory 
again. If the images are read or written sequentially there may 
be advantages in allocating cache lines in this manner. A total 
of 8 buses 182 connect the VLIW Vector Processor 74 to the 
Data cache 76. Each bus is connected to an I/O Address 
Generator. (There are 2 I/O Address Generators 189, 190 per 
Processing Unit 178, and there are 4 Processing Units in the 
VLIW Vector Processor 74. The total number of buses is 
therefore 8.) 
0284. In any given cycle, in addition to a single 32 bit (4 
byte) access to the CPU's cache group (Group 0), 4 simulta 
neous accesses of 16 bits (2 bytes) to remaining cache groups 
are permitted on the 8 VLIWVector Processor 74 buses. The 
Data cache 76 is responsible for fairly processing the 
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requests. On a given cycle, no more than 1 request to a specific 
Cache Group will be processed. Given that there are 8 
Address Generators 189, 190 in the VLIW Vector Processor 
74, each one of these has the potential to refer to an individual 
Cache Group. However it is possible and occasionally rea 
sonable for 2 or more Address Generators 189, 190 to access 
the same Cache Group. The CPU is responsible for ensuring 
that the Cache Groups have been allocated the correct number 
of cache lines, and that the various Address Generators 189, 
190 in the VLIW Vector Processor 74 reference the specific 
Cache Groups correctly. 
0285. The Data cache 76 as described allows for the Dis 
play Controller 88 and VLIWVector Processor 74 to beactive 
simultaneously. If the operation of these two components 
were deemed to never occur simultaneously, a total 9 Cache 
Groups would suffice. The CPU would use Cache Group 0. 
and the VLIWVector Processor 74 and the Display Controller 
88 would share the remaining 8 Cache Groups, requiring only 
3 bits (rather than 4) to define which Cache Group would 
satisfy a particular request. 

JTAG Interface 85 

0286 A standard JTAG (Joint Test Action Group) Inter 
face is included in the ACP 31 for testing purposes. Due to the 
complexity of the chip, a variety of testing techniques are 
required, including BIST (Built In Self Test) and functional 
block isolation. An overhead of 10% in chip area is assumed 
for overall chip testing circuitry. The test circuitry is beyond 
the scope of this document. 

Serial Interfaces 

USB Serial Port Interface 52 

0287. This is a standard USB serial port, which is con 
nected to the internal chip low speed bus, thereby allowing the 
CPU to control it. 

Keyboard Interface 65 

0288 This is a standard low-speed serial port, which is 
connected to the internal chip low speed bus, thereby allow 
ing the CPU to control it. It is designed to be optionally 
connected to a keyboard to allow simple data input to cus 
tomize prints. 

Authentication Chip Serial Interfaces 64 

0289. These are 2 standard low-speed serial ports, which 
are connected to the internal chip low speed bus, thereby 
allowing the CPU to control them. The reason for having 2 
ports is to connect to both the on-camera Authentication chip, 
and to the print-roll Authentication chip using separate lines. 
Only using 1 line may make it possible for a clone print-roll 
manufacturer to design a chip which, instead of generating an 
authentication code, tricks the camera into using the code 
generated by the authentication chip in the camera. 

Parallel Interface 67 

0290. The parallel interface connects the ACP 31 to indi 
vidual static electrical signals. The CPU is able to control 
each of these connections as memory-mapped I/O via the low 
speed bus The following table is a list of connections to the 
parallel interface: 
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Connection Direction Pins 

Paper transport stepper motor Out 4 
Artcard stepper motor Out 4 
Zoom stepper motor Out 4 
Guillotine motor Out 1 
Flash trigger Out 1 
Status LCD segment drivers Out 7 
Status LCD common drivers Out 4 
Artcard illumination LED Out 1 
Artcard status LED (red/green) In 2 
Artcard sensor In 1 
Paper pull sensor In 1 
Orientation sensor In 2 
Buttons In 4 

TOTAL 36 

VLIW Input and Output FIFOs 78,79 
0291. The VLIW Input and Output FIFOs are 8 bit wide 
FIFOs used for communicating between processes and the 
VLIWVector Processor 74. Both FIFOs are under the control 
of the VLIW Vector Processor 74, but can be cleared and 
queried (e.g. for status) etc by the CPU. 

VLIW Input FIFO 78 
0292. A client writes 8-bit data to the VLIW Input FIFO 78 
in order to have the data processed by the VLIW Vector 
Processor 74. Clients include the Image Sensor Interface, 
Artcard Interface, and CPU. Each of these processes is able to 
offload processing by simply writing the data to the FIFO, and 
letting the VLIWVector Processor 74 do all the hardwork. An 
example of the use of a client's use of the VLIW Input FIFO 
78 is the Image Sensor Interface (ISI 83). The ISI 83 takes 
data from the Image Sensor and writes it to the FIFO. A VLIW 
process takes it from the FIFO, transforming it into the correct 
image data format, and writing it out to DRAM. The ISI 83 
becomes much simpler as a result. 

VLIW Output FIFO 79 

0293. The VLIW Vector Processor 74 writes 8-bit data to 
the VLIW Output FIFO 79 where clients can read it. Clients 
include the Print Head Interface and the CPU. Both of these 
clients is able to offload processing by simply reading the 
already processed data from the FIFO, and letting the VLIW 
Vector Processor 74 do all the hard work. The CPU can also 
be interrupted whenever data is placed into the VLIW Output 
FIFO 79, allowing it to only process the data as it becomes 
available rather than polling the FIFO continuously. An 
example of the use of a client's use of the VLIW Output FIFO 
79 is the Print Head Interface (PHI62). A VLIW process takes 
animage, rotates it to the correctorientation, color converts it, 
and dithers the resulting image according to the print head 
requirements. The PHI 62 reads the dithered formatted 8-bit 
data from the VLIW Output FIFO 79 and simply passes it on 
to the Print Head external to the ACP31. The PHI 62 becomes 
much simpler as a result. 

VLIW Vector Processor 74 

0294 To achieve the high processing requirements of Art 
cam, the ACP 31 contains a VLIW (Very Long Instruction 
Word) Vector Processor. The VLIW processor is a set of 4 
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identical Processing Units (PU e.g. 178) working in parallel, 
connected by a crossbar switch 183. Each PU e.g. 178 can 
perform four 8-bit multiplications, eight 8-bit additions, three 
32-bit additions, I/O processing, and various logical opera 
tions in each cycle. The PUs e.g. 178 are microcoded, and each 
has two Address Generators 189, 190 to allow full use of 
available cycles for data processing. The four PUs e.g. 178 are 
normally synchronized to provide a tightly interacting VLIW 
processor. Clocking at 200 MHz, the VLIWVector Processor 
74 runs at 12 Gops (12 billion operations per second). Instruc 
tions are tuned for image processing functions such as warp 
ing, artistic brushing, complex synthetic illumination, color 
transforms, image filtering, and compositing. These are 
accelerated by two orders of magnitude over desktop com 
puters. 
0295). As shown in more detail in FIG. 3(a), the VLIW 
Vector Processor 74 is 4 PUs e.g. 178 connected by a crossbar 
switch 183 such that each PU e.g. 178 provides two inputs to, 
and takes two outputs from, the crossbar switch 183. Two 
common registers form a control and synchronization mecha 
nism for the PUs e.g. 178.8 Cache buses 182 allow connec 
tivity to DRAM via the Data cache 76, with 2 buses going to 
each PU e.g. 178 (1 bus per I/O Address Generator). 
0296. Each PUe.g. 178 consists of an ALU188 (containing 
a number of registers & Some arithmetic logic for processing 
data), some microcode RAM 196, and connections to the 
outside world (including other ALUs). A local PU state 
machine runs in microcode and is the means by which the PU 
e.g. 178 is controlled. Each PU e.g. 178 contains two I/O 
Address Generators 189, 190 controlling data flow between 
DRAM (via the Data cache 76) and the ALU 188 (via Input 
FIFO and Output FIFO). The address generator is able to read 
and write data (specifically images in a variety of formats) as 
well as tables and simulated FIFOs in DRAM. The formats 
are customizable under Software control, but are not micro 
coded. Data taken from the Data cache 76 is transferred to the 
ALU 188 via the 16-bit wide Input FIFO. Output data is 
written to the 16-bit wide Output FIFO and from there to the 
Data cache 76. Finally, all PUs e.g. 178 share a single 8-bit 
wide VLIW Input FIFO 78 and a single 8-bit wide VLIW 
Output FIFO 79. The low speed data bus connection allows 
the CPU to read and write registers in the PU e.g. 178, update 
microcode, as well as the common registers shared by all PUs 
e.g. 178 in the VLIW Vector Processor 74. Turning now to 
FIG.4, a closer detail of the internals of a single PU e.g. 178 
can be seen, with components and control signals detailed in 
Subsequent hereinafter: 

Microcode 

0297 Each PU e.g. 178 contains a microcode RAM 196 to 
hold the program for that particular PU e.g. 178. Rather than 
have the microcode in ROM, the microcode is in RAM, with 
the CPU responsible for loading it up. For the same space on 
chip, this tradeoff reduces the maximum size of any one 
function to the size of the RAM, but allows an unlimited 
number of functions to be written in microcode. Functions 
implemented using microcode include Vark acceleration, Art 
card reading, and Printing. The VLIW Vector Processor 74 
scheme has several advantages for the case of the ACP 31: 

0298 
0299 Hardware risk is reduced due to reduction incom 
plexity 

Hardware design complexity is reduced 
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0300 Hardware design time does not depend on all 
Vark functionality being implemented in dedicated sili 
CO 

0301 Space on chip is reduced overall (due to large 
number of processes able to be implemented as micro 
code) 

0302 Functionality can be added to Vark (via micro 
code) with no impact on hardware design time 

Size and Content 

0303. The CPU loaded microcode RAM 196 for control 
ling each PU e.g. 178 is 128 words, with each word being 96 
bits wide. A summary of the microcode size for control of 
various units of the PU e.g. 178 is listed in the following table: 

Process Block Size (bits) 

Status Output 3 
Branching (microcode control) 11 
In 8 
Out 6 
Registers 7 
Read 10 
Write 6 
Barrel Shifter 12 
AdderLogical 14 
Multiply/Interpolate 19 

TOTAL 96 

0304. With 128 instruction words, the total microcode 
RAM 196 per PU e.g. 178 is 12.288 bits, or 1.5 KB exactly. 
Since the VLIW Vector Processor 74 consists of 4 identical 
PUs e.g. 178 this equates to 6,144 bytes, exactly 6 KB. Some 
of the bits in a microcode word are directly used as control 
bits, while others are decoded. See the various unit descrip 
tions that detail the interpretation of each of the bits of the 
microcode word. 

Synchronization Between PUs e.g. 178 

0305 Each PU e.g. 178 contains a 4 bit Synchronization 
Register 197. It is a mask used to determine which PUs e.g. 
178 work together, and has one bit set for each of the corre 
sponding PUs e.g. 178 that are functioning as a single process. 
For example, if all of the PUs e.g. 178 were functioning as a 
single process, each of the 4Synchronization Register 197s 
would have all 4 bits set. If there were two asynchronous 
processes of 2PUs e.g. 178 each, two of the PUs e.g. 178would 
have 2 bits set in their Synchronization Register 197s (corre 
sponding to themselves), and the other two would have the 
other 2 bits set in their Synchronization Register 197s (cor 
responding to themselves). 
(0306 The Synchronization Register 197 is used in two 
basic ways: 

0307 Stopping and starting a given process in Syn 
chrony 

0308 Suspending execution within a process 

Stopping and Starting Processes 
0309 The CPU is responsible for loading the microcode 
RAM 196 and loading the execution address for the first 
instruction (usually 0). When the CPU starts executing micro 
code, it begins at the specified address. 
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0310 Execution of microcode only occurs when all the 
bits of the Synchronization Register 197 are also set in the 
Common Synchronization Register 197. The CPU therefore 
sets up all the PUs e.g. 178 and then starts or stops processes 
with a single write to the Common Synchronization Register 
197. 

0311. This synchronization scheme allows multiple pro 
cesses to be running asynchronously on the PUs e.g. 178, 
being stopped and started as processes rather than one PU e.g 
178 at a time. 

Suspending Execution within a Process 
0312. In a given cycle, a PU e.g. 178 may need to read from 
or write to a FIFO (based on the opcode of the current micro 
code instruction). If the FIFO is empty on a read request, or 
full on a write request, the FIFO request cannot be completed. 
The PU e.g. 178 will therefore assert its SuspendProcess con 
trol signal 198. The SuspendProcess signals from all PUs e.g. 
178 are fed back to all the PUs e.g. 178. The Synchronization 
Register 197 is ANDed with the 4SuspendProcess bits, and if 
the result is non-zero, none of the PU e.g. 178's register 
WriteEnables or FIFO strobes will be set. Consequently none 
of the PUs e.g. 178 that form the same process group as the PU 
e.g. 178 that was unable to complete its task will have their 
registers or FIFOs updated during that cycle. This simple 
technique keeps a given process group in Synchronization. 
Each subsequent cycle the PU e.g. 178's state machine will 
attempt to re-execute the microcode instruction at the same 
address, and will continue to do so until Successful. Of course 
the Common Synchronization Register 197 can be written to 
by the CPU to stop the entire process if necessary. This 
synchronization scheme allows any combinations of PUs e.g 
178 to work together, each group only affecting its co-work 
ers with regards to suspension due to data not being ready for 
reading or writing. 

Control and Branching 

0313 During each cycle, each of the four basic input and 
calculation units within a PU e.g. 178's ALU 188 (Read, 
Adder/Logic, Multiply/Interpolate, and Barrel Shifter) pro 
duces two status bits: a Zero flag and a Negative flag indicat 
ing whether the result of the operation during that cycle was 
0 or negative. Each cycle one of those 4 status bits is chosen 
by microcode instructions to be output from the PU e.g. 178. 
The 4 status bits (1 per PU e.g. 178's ALU 188) are combined 
into a 4 bit Common Status Register 200. During the next 
cycle, each PU e.g. 178’s microcode program can select one of 
the bits from the Common Status Register 200, and branch to 
another microcode address dependant on the value of the 
status bit. 

Status Bit 

0314. Each PU e.g. 178's ALU 188 contains a number of 
input and calculation units. Each unit produces 2 status 
bits—a negative flag and a Zero flag. One of these status bits 
is output from the PU e.g. 178 when a particular unit asserts 
the value on the 1-bit tri-state status bit bus. The single status 
bit is output from the PU e.g. 178, and then combined with the 
other PU e.g. 178 status bits to update the Common Status 
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Register 200. The microcode for determining the output sta 
tus bit takes the following form: 

# Bits Description 

2 Select unit whose status bit is to be output 
OO = Adder unit 
01 = Multiply/Logic unit 
10 = Barrel Shift unit 
11 = Reader unit 

1 O = Zero flag 
1 = Negative flag 

3 TOTAL 

0315. Within the ALU 188, the 2-bit Select Processor 
Block value is decoded into four 1-bit enable bits, with a 
different enable bit sent to each processor unit block. The 
status select bit (choosing Zero or Negative) is passed into all 
units to determine which bit is to be output onto the status bit 
bus. 
Branching within Microcode 
0316 Each PU e.g. 178 contains a 7 bit Program Counter 
(PC) that holds the current microcode address being 
executed. Normal program execution is linear, moving from 
address N in one cycle to address N-1 in the next cycle. Every 
cycle however, a microcode program has the ability to branch 
to a different location, or to test a status bit from the Common 
Status Register 200 and branch. The microcode for determin 
ing the next execution address takes the following form: 

# Bits Description 

2 OO = NOP (PC = PC+1) 
01 = Branch always 
10 = Branch if status bit clear 
11 = Branch if status bit set 
Select status bit from status word 

7 Address to branch to (absolute address, 
00-7F) 

2 

11 TOTAL 

ALU188 

0317 FIG. 5 illustrates the ALU188 in more detail. Inside 
the ALU 188 are a number of specialized processing blocks, 
controlled by a microcode program. The specialized process 
ing blocks include: 

0318 ReadBlock 202, for accepting data from the input 
FIFOS 

0319. Write Block 203, for sending data out via the 
output FIFOs 

0320 Adder/Logical block 204, for addition & subtrac 
tion, comparisons and logical operations 

0321 Multiply/Interpolate block 205, for multiple 
types of interpolations and multiply/accumulates 

0322 Barrel Shift block 206, for shifting data as 
required 

0323. In block 207, for accepting data from the external 
crossbar switch 183 

0324 Out block 208, for sending data to the external 
crossbar switch 183 
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0325 Registers block 215, for holding data in tempo 
rary storage 

0326 Four specialized 32 bit registers hold the results of 
the 4 main processing blocks: 

0327 M register 209 holds the result of the Multiply/ 
Interpolate block 

0328 L register 209 holds the result of the Adder/Logic 
block 

0329. Sregister 209 holds the result of the Barrel Shifter 
block 

0330 R register 209 holds the result of the Read Block 
2O2 

0331. In addition there are two internal crossbar switches 
213m 214 for data transport. The various process blocks are 
further expanded in the following sections, together with the 
microcode definitions that pertain to each block. Note that the 
microcode is decoded within a block to provide the control 
signals to the various units within. 

Data Transfers Between PUs e.g. 178 

0332 Each PU e.g. 178 is able to exchange data via the 
external crossbar. APU e.g. 178 takes two inputs and outputs 
two values to the external crossbar. In this way two operands 
for processing can be obtained in a single cycle, but cannot be 
actually used in an operation until the following cycle. 

In 207 

0333. This block is illustrated in FIG. 6 and contains two 
registers. In and In that accept data from the external cross 
bar. The registers can be loaded each cycle, or can remain 
unchanged. The selection bits for choosing from among the 8 
inputs are output to the external crossbar switch 183. The 
microcode takes the following form: 

# Bits Description 

1 O = NOP 
1 = Load In from crossbar 

3 SelectInput 1 from external crossbar 
1 O = NOP 

1 = Load In from crossbar 
3 SelectInput 2 from external crossbar 

8 TOTAL 

Out 208 

0334 Complementing In is Out 208. The Out block is 
illustrated in more detail in FIG. 7. Out contains two registers, 
Out and Out, both of which are output to the external cross 
bar each cycle for use by other PUs e.g. 178. The Write unit is 
also able to write one of Out or Out to one of the output 
FIFOs attached to the ALU 188. Finally, both registers are 
available as inputs to Crossbar1213, which therefore makes 
the register values available as inputs to other units within the 
ALU 188. Each cycle either of the two registers can be 
updated according to microcode selection. The data loaded 
into the specified register can be one of Do-D (selected from 
Crossbar1213) one of M. L. S., and R (selected from Cross 
bar2 214), one of 2 programmable constants, or the fixed 



US 2010/0265339 A1 

values 0 or 1. The microcode for Out takes the following 
form: 

# Bits Description 

1 O = NOP 
1 = Load Register 

1 Select Register to load Out or Out 
4 Select input 

In, In, Out, Out, Do. D1, D2, D3, M. L., S, R, K1, K2, 0, 1 

6 TOTAL 

Local Registers and Data Transfers within ALU 188 
0335. As noted previously, the ALU 188 contains four 
specialized 32-bit registers to hold the results of the 4 main 
processing blocks: 

0336 M register 209 holds the result of the Multiply/ 
Interpolate block 

0337 L register 209 holds the result of the Adder/Logic 

ofs Sregister 209 holds the result of the Barrel Shifter 

(of R register 209 holds the result of the Read Block 

loss." The CPU has direct access to these registers, and 
other units can select them as inputs via Crossbar2 214. 
Sometimes it is necessary to delay an operation for one or 
more cycles. The Registers block contains four 32-bit regis 
ters Do-D to hold temporary variables during processing. 
Each cycle one of the registers can be updated, while all the 
registers are output for other units to use via Crossbar 1213 
(which also includes In, In, Out and Out). The CPU has 
direct access to these registers. The data loaded into the speci 
fied register can be one of Do-D (selected from Crossbar1 
213) one of M, LS, and R (selected from Crossbar2214), one 
of 2 programmable constants, or the fixed values 0 or 1. The 
Registers block 215 is illustrated in more detail in FIG.8. The 
microcode for Registers takes the following form: 

# Bits Description 

1 O = NOP 
1 = Load Register 

2 Select Register to load Do-D 
4 Select input 

In, In2, Out, Outd, Do. D1, D2, D3, M. L., S, R, K1, K2, 0, 1 

7 TOTAL 

Crossbar 1213 

0341 Crossbar 1213 is illustrated in more detail in FIG.9. 
Crossbar1 213 is used to select from inputs In, In, Out, 
Out, Do-D. 7 outputs are generated from Crossbar 1213: 3 
to the Multiply/Interpolate Unit, 2 to the Adder Unit, 1 to the 
Registers unit and 1 to the Out unit. The control signals for 
Crossbar 1213 come from the various units that use the Cross 
bar inputs. There is no specific microcode that is separate for 
Crossbar 1213. 

Crossbar2214 

0342 Crossbar2 214 is illustrated in more detail in FIG. 
10. Crossbar2214 is used to select from the general ALU188 
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registers M. L., S and R. 6 outputs are generated from Cross 
bar1213: 2 to the Multiply/Interpolate Unit, 2 to the Adder 
Unit, 1 to the Registers unit and 1 to the Out unit. The control 
signals for Crossbar2 214 come from the various units that 
use the Crossbar inputs. There is no specific microcode that is 
separate for Crossbar2 214. 

Data Transfers Between PUs e.g. 178 and DRAM or External 
Processes 

(0343 Returning to FIG. 4, PUs e.g. 178 share data with 
each other directly via the external crossbar. They also trans 
fer data to and from external processes as well as DRAM. 
Each PU e.g. 178 has 2 I/O Address Generators 189, 190 for 
transferring data to and from DRAM. APU e.g. 178 can send 
data to DRAM via an I/O Address Generator's Output FIFO 
e.g. 186, or accept data from DRAM via an I/O Address 
Generator's Input FIFO 187. These FIFOs are local to the PU 
e.g. 178. There is also a mechanism for transferring data to and 
from external processes in the form of a common VLIW Input 
FIFO 78 and a common VLIW Output FIFO 79, shared 
between all ALUs. The VLIW Input and Output FIFOs are 
only 8 bits wide, and are used for printing, Artcard reading, 
transferring data to the CPU etc. The local Input and Output 
FIFOs are 16 bits wide. 

Read 

(0344) The Read process block 202 of FIG.5 is responsible 
for updating the ALU188's R register 209, which represents 
the external input data to a VLIW microcoded process. Each 
cycle the Read Unit is able to read from either the common 
VLIW Input FIFO 78 (8bits) or one of two local Input FIFOs 
(16 bits). A 32-bit value is generated, and then all or part of 
that data is transferred to the R register 209. The process can 
be seen in FIG.11. The microcode for Read is described in the 
following table. Note that the interpretations of some bit 
patterns are deliberately chosen to aid decoding. 

# Bits Description 

2 OO = NOP 
O1 = Read from VLIW Input FIFO 78 
O = Read from Local FIFO1 
1 = Read from Local FIFO2 

1 How many significant bits 
O = 8 bits (pad with 0 or sign extend) 
= 16 bits (only valid for Local FIFO reads) 

1 O = Treat data as unsigned (pad with O) 
= Treat data as signed (sign extend when reading 
rom FIFO)r 

2 How much to shift data left by: 
00 = 0 bits (no change) 
O1 = 8 bits 
O = 16 bits 
1 = 24 bits 

4 Which bytes of R to update (hi to lo order byte) 
Each of the 4 bits represents 1 byte WriteEnable on R 

10 TOTAL 

Write 

(0345. The Write process block is able to write to either the 
common VLIW Output FIFO 79 or one of the two local 
Output FIFOs each cycle. Note that since only 1 FIFO is 
written to in a given cycle, only one 16-bit value is output to 
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all FIFOs, with the low 8 bits going to the VLIW Output FIFO 
79. The microcode controls which of the FIFOs gates in the 
value. The process of data selection can be seen in more detail 
in FIG. 12. The source values Out and Out come from the 
Out block. They are simply two registers. The microcode for 
Write takes the following form: 

# Bits Description 

2 OO = NOP 
01 = Write VLIW Output FIFO 79 
10 = Write local Output FIFO 1 
11 = Write local Output FIFO 2 

1 Select Output Value Out or Out 
3 Select part of Output Value to write (32 bits = 4 bytes ABCD) 

OOO = OD 
OO1 = OD 
O1O = OB 
O11 = OA 
1OO = CD 
101 = BC 
11O = AB 
111 = O 

6 TOTAL 

Computational Blocks 
0346 Each ALU 188 has two computational process 
blocks, namely an Adder/Logic process block 204, and a 
Multiply/Interpolate process block 205. In addition there is a 
Barrel Shifter block to provide help to these computational 
blocks. Registers from the Registers block 215 can be used for 
temporary storage during pipelined operations. 
Barrel Shifter 

(0347 The Barrel Shifter process block 206 is shown in 
more detail in FIG. 13 and takes its input from the output of 
Adder/Logic or Multiply/Interpolate process blocks or the 
previous cycle's results from those blocks (ALU registers L 
and M). The 32 bits selected are barrel shifted an arbitrary 
number of bits in either direction (with sign extension as 
necessary), and output to the ALU 188's S register 209. The 
microcode for the Barrel Shift process block is described in 
the following table. Note that the interpretations of some bit 
patterns are deliberately chosen to aid decoding. 

# Bits Description 

3 OOO = NOP 
001 = Shift Left (unsigned) 
010 = Reserved 
011 = Shift Left (signed) 
100 = Shift right (unsigned, no rounding) 
101 = Shift right (unsigned, with rounding) 
110 = Shift right (signed, no rounding) 
111 = Shift right (signed, with rounding) 

2 SelectInput to barrel shift: 
00 = Multiply/Interpolate result 
O1 = M 
10 = Adder/Logic result 
11 = L 

5 # bits to shift 
Ceiling of 255 

1 Floor of 0 (signed data) 
1 

12 TOTAL 
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Adder/Logic 204 
0348. The Adder/Logic process block is shown in more 
detail in FIG. 14 and is designed for simple 32-bit addition/ 
Subtraction, comparisons, and logical operations. In a single 
cycle a single addition, comparison, or logical operation can 
be performed, with the result stored in the ALU 188's L 
register 209. There are two primary operands, A and B, which 
are selected from either of the two crossbars or from the 4 
constant registers. One crossbar selectionallows the results of 
the previous cycle's arithmetic operation to be used while the 
second provides access to operands previously calculated by 
this or another ALU 188. The CPU is the only unit that has 
write access to the four constants (K-K). In cases where an 
operation Such as (A+B)x4 is desired, the direct output from 
the adder can be used as input to the Barrel Shifter, and can 
thus be shifted left 2 places without needing to be latched into 
the L register 209 first. The output from the adder can also be 
made available to the multiply unit for a multiply-accumulate 
operation. The microcode for the Adder/Logic process block 
is described in the following table. The interpretations of 
Some bit patterns are deliberately chosen to aid decoding. 
Microcode bit interpretation for Adder/Logic unit 

# Bits Description 

4 0000 = A + B (carry in = 0) 
0001 = A + B (carry in = carry out of previous operation) 
O010 = A + B + 1 (carry in = 1) 
O011 = A + 1 (increments A) 
01.00 = A - B - 1 (carry in = 0) 
0101 = A - B (carry in = carry out of previous operation) 
O110 = A - B (carry in = 1) 
O111 = A-1 (decrements A) 
OOO = NOP 
001 = ABS(A - B) 
010 = MIN(A, B) 
011 = MAX(A, B) 
100 = A AND B (both A & B can be inverted, see below) 
101 = AORB (both A & B can be inverted, see below) 
110 = AXORB (both A & B can be inverted, see below) 
111 = A (A can be inverted, see below) 

1 logical operation: 

Adder operation: 
O = A is unsigned 
= A is signed 

1 logical operation: 

= B = NOT(B) 
Adder operation 

O = B is unsigned 
= B is signed 

4 Select A 
n, In, Out, Out, Do. D1, D2, D3, M, L, 

S, R, K1, K2, K3, K. 
4 Select B 

n1, In 2. Out, Outd, Do. D1, D2, D3, M. L., S, R, 
K1, K2, K3, Kal 

14 TOTAL 

Multiply/Interpolate 205 
0349 The Multiply/Interpolate process block is shown in 
more detail in FIG. 15 and is a set of four 8x8 interpolator 
units that are capable of performing four individual 8x8 inter 
polates per cycle, or can be combined to perform a single 
16x16 multiply. This gives the possibility to perform up to 4 
linear interpolations, a single bi-linear interpolation, or half 
of a tri-linear interpolation in a single cycle. The result of the 
interpolations or multiplication is stored in the ALU 188’s M 
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register 209. There are two primary operands, A and B, which 
are selected from any of the general registers in the ALU188 
or from four programmable constants internal to the Multi 
ply/Interpolate process block. Each interpolator block func 
tions as a simple 8 bit interpolator result=A+(B-A) for as a 
simple 8x8 multiply result=A*B. When the operation is 
interpolation, A and B are treated as four 8 bit numbers A 
thru A. (A is the low order byte), and Bo thru B. Agen, Bgen, 
and Fgen are responsible for ordering the inputs to the Inter 
polate units so that they match the operation being performed. 
For example, to perform bilinear interpolation, each of the 4 
values must be multiplied by a different factor & the result 
summed, while a 16x16 bit multiplication requires the factors 
to be 0. The microcode for the Adder/Logic process block is 
described in the following table. Note that the interpretations 
of some bit patterns are deliberately chosen to aid decoding. 

# Bits Description 

4 0000 = (A * Bo) + V 

O010 = (A * Bo) - V 
O011 = V - (Ao * Bo) 
O100 = Interpolate Ao-Bo by fo 
O101 = Interpolate Ao-Bo by fo, A.B. by f 
O110 = Interpolate Ao-Bo by fo, AB1 by f, A2B2 by f 
O111 = Interpolate Ao-Bo by fo, A.B. by f, A2B2 by f, A.B. 
by f 
000 = Interpolate 16 bits stage 1 M = Ao * fo 
001 = Interpolate 16 bits stage 2 (M = M + (A* fo) 
010 = Tri-linear interpolate A by fstage 1 
M = Aofo + Af+A2f + Af 
011 = Tri-linear interpolate A by fstage 2 
M = M+Aofo + Af+A2f + Af 
100 = Bi-linear interpolate A by fstage 1 M = Aof + Af 
101 = Bi-linear interpolate A by fstage 2 
M = M+A of + Af 
110 = Bi-linear interpolate A by f complete 
M = Aof + Af, + Af, + Af 
111 - NOP 

4 Select A In, In, Out, Out, Do, D1, D2, 
D3, M. L., S, R, K1, K2, K3, K. 

4 Select B In, In, Out, Out, Do, D, D, 
D3, M. L., S, R, K1, K2, K3, K. 

If 
Mult: 

4 Select V In 1. In 2. Out 1, Out?, Do. D1, D2, D3, K1, K2, K3, K1, 
Adder result, M, 0, 1 

1 Treat A as signed 
1 Treat B as signed 
1 Treat Vassigned 
If 

Interp: 

4 Select basis forf 
In, In2, Out, Outd, Do. D1, D2, D3, K1, K2, K3, K1, 
X, X, X, X 

Register Name 

Reset 

Go 
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-continued 

# Bits Description 

1 Select interpolation f generation from P or P2 
P, is interpreted as # fractional bits in f 
If P = 0, f is range O... 255 representing O... 1 

2 Reserved 

19 TOTAL 

0350. The same 4 bits are used for the selection of Vandf, 
although the last 4 options for V don’t generally make sense 
as f values. Interpolating with a factor of 1 or 0 is pointless, 
and the previous multiplication or current result is unlikely to 
be a meaningful value for f. 
I/O Address Generators 189, 190 
0351. The I/O Address Generators are shown in more 
detail in FIG. 16. A VLIW process does not access DRAM 
directly. Access is via 2 I/O Address Generators 189, 190, 
each with its own Input and Output FIFO. APU e.g. 178 reads 
data from one of two local Input FIFOs, and writes data to one 
of two local Output FIFOs. Each I/O Address Generator is 
responsible for reading data from DRAM and placing it into 
its Input FIFO, where it can be read by the PU e.g. 178, and is 
responsible for taking the data from its Output FIFO (placed 
there by the PU e.g. 178) and writing it to DRAM. The I/O 
Address Generator is a state machine responsible for gener 
ating addresses and control for data retrieval and storage in 
DRAM via the Data cache 76. It is customizable under CPU 
software control, but cannot be microcoded. The address 
generator produces addresses in two broad categories: 

0352 Image Iterators, used to iterate (reading, writing 
or both) through pixels of an image in a variety of ways 

0353 Table I/O, used to randomly access pixels in 
images, data in tables, and to simulate FIFOs in DRAM 

0354 Each of the I/O Address Generators 189, 190 has its 
own bus connection to the Data cache 76, making 2 bus 
connections per PU e.g. 178, and a total of 8 buses over the 
entire VLIW Vector Processor 74. The Data cache 76 is able 
to service 4 of the maximum 8 requests from the 4PUs e.g. 178 
each cycle. The Input and Output FIFOs are 8 entry deep 
16-bit wide FIFOs. The various types of address generation 
(Image Iterators and Table I/O) are described in the subse 
quent sections. 
Registers 
0355 The I/O Address Generator has a set of registers for 
that are used to control address generation. The addressing 
mode also determines how the data is formatted and sent into 
the local Input FIFO, and how data is interpreted from the 
local Output FIFO. The CPU is able to access the registers of 
the I/O Address Generator via the low speed bus. The first set 
of registers define the housekeeping parameters for the I/O 
Generator: 

# bits Description 

O A write to this register halts any operations, and writes OS to 
all the data registers of the I/O Generator. The input and output 
FIFOs are not cleared. 

O A write to this register restarts the counters according to the 
current setup. For example, if the I/O Generator is a Read 
Iterator, and the Iterator is currently halfway through the 
image, a write to Go will cause the reading to begin at the 
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-continued 

Register Name # bits Description 

start of the image again. While the I/O Generator is 
performing, the Active bit of the Status register will be set. 

Halt O A write to this register stops any current activity and clears 
the Active bit of the Status register. If the Active bit is 
already cleared, writing to this register has no effect. 

Continue O A write to this register continues the I/O Generator from the 
current setup. Counters are not reset, and FIFOs are not 
cleared. A write to this register while the I/O Generator is 
active has no effect. 

ClearFIFOsOnGo 1 O = Don't clear FIFOs on a write to the Gobit. 
1 = Do clear FIFOs on a write to the Go bit. 

Status 8 Status flags 

The Status Register has the Following Values 0361 Typically a VLIW process will have its input tied to 
O356 a Read Iterator, and output tied to a corresponding Write 

Iterator. From the PU e.g. 178 microcode program's perspec 9. prog persp 
tive, the FIFO is the effective interface to DRAM. The actual 
method of carrying out the storage (apart from the logical 

Register Name # bits Description ordering of the data) is not of concern. Although the FIFO is 
perceived to be effectively unlimited in length, in practice the 

Active 1 O = Currently inactive FIFO is of limited length, and there can be delays storing and 
1 = Currently active d ially if 1 Reserved 7 retrieving data, especially if several memory accesses are 

competing. A variety of Image Iterators exist to cope with the 
most common addressing requirements of image processing 
algorithms. In most cases there is a corresponding Write 

Caching Iterator for each Read Iterator. The different Iterators are 

0357 Several registers are used to control the caching listed in the following table: 
mechanism, specifying which cache group to use for inputs, 
outputs etc. See the section on the Data cache 76 for more 
information about cache groups. Read Iterators Write Iterators 

Sequential Read Sequential Write 
Box Read 

Register Name # bits Description Vertical Strip Read Vertical Strip Write 

Cached roup1 4 Defines cache group to read data from 
Cached roup2 4 Defines which cache group to write data to, and 

in the case of the Image:PyramidLookup I/O The 4 Bit Address Mode Register is Used to Determine the 
mode, defines the cache to use for reading the Iterator Type: 
Level Information Table. 

0362 

Image Iterators-Sequential Automatic Access to Pixels 
Bitti Address Mode 

0358. The primary image pixel access method for soft 
ware and hardware algorithms is via Image Iterators. Image 3 O = This addressing mode is an Iterator 

2 to O Iterator Mode 
iterators performall of the addressing and access to the caches 001 = Sequential Iterator 
of the pixels within an image channel and read, write O read 010 = Box read only 
& write pixels for their client. Read Iterators read pixels in a 100 = Vertical Strip 
specific order for their clients, and Write Iterators write pixels remaining bit patterns are reserved 
in a specific order for their clients. Clients of Iterators read 
pixels from the local Input FIFO or write pixels via the local 
Output FIFO. The Access Specific Registers are Used as Follows: 
0359 Read Image Iterators read through an image in a 0363 
specific order, placing the pixel data into the local Input FIFO. 
Every time a client reads a pixel from the Input FIFO, the 
Read Iterator places the next pixel from the image (via the 
Data cache 76) into the FIFO. Register Name LocalName Description 
(0360 Write Image Iterators write pixels in a specific order AccessSpecific Flags Flags used for reading and writing 
tO Write out the entire image. Clients wr1te pixels to the Output AccessSpecific XBox.Size Determines the size in X of Box Read. 
FIFO that is in turn read by the Write Image Iterator and Valid values are 3, 5, and 7. 
written to DRAM via the Data cache 76. 
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-continued 

Register Name LocalName Description 

AccessSpecific YBox.Size Determines the size in Y of Box Read. 
Valid values are 3, 5, and 7. 

AccessSpecific BoxOffset Offset between one pixel center and 
the next during a Box Read only. 
Usual value is 1, but other useful values 
include 2, 4, 8... See Box Read for 
more details. 

0364. The Flags register (AccessSpecific) contains a 
number of flags used to determine factors affecting the read 
ing and writing of data. The Flags register has the following 
composition: 

Label #bits Description 

ReadEnable 1 Read data from DRAM 
WriteFinable 1 Write data to DRAM not valid for Box mode 
PaSSX 1 Pass X (pixel) ordinate back to Input FIFO 
Passy 1 Pass Y (row) ordinate back to Input FIFO 
Loop 1 O = Do not loop through data 

1 = Loop through data 
Reserved 11 Must be O 

Notes on ReadEnable and WriteFinable: 

0365. When ReadEnable is set, the I/O Address Gen 
erator acts as a Read Iterator, and therefore reads the 
image in a particular order, placing the pixels into the 
Input FIFO. 

0366. When WriteEnable is set, the I/O Address Gen 
erator acts as a Write Iterator, and therefore writes the 
image in a particular order, taking the pixels from the 
Output FIFO. 

0367. When both ReadEnable and WriteEnable are set, 
the I/O Address Generator acts as a Read Iterator and as 
a Write Iterator, reading pixels into the Input FIFO, and 
writing pixels from the Output FIFO. Pixels are only 
written after they have been read i.e. the Write Iterator 
will never go faster than the Read Iterator. Whenever this 
mode is used, care should be taken to ensure balance 
between in and out processing by the VLIW microcode. 
Note that separate cache groups can be specified on 
reads and writes by loading different values in Cache 
Group1 and Cached roup2. 

Notes on PassX and Passy: 

0368 If PassX and Passy are both set, the Y ordinate is 
placed into the Input FIFO before the X ordinate. 

0369 PassX and Pass Y are only intended to be set when 
the ReadEnable bit is clear. Instead of passing the ordi 
nates to the address generator, the ordinates are placed 
directly into the Input FIFO. The ordinates advance as 
they are removed from the FIFO. 

0370. If WriteEnable bit is set, the VLIW program must 
ensure that it balances reads of ordinates from the Input 
FIFO with writes to the Output FIFO, as writes will only 
occur up to the ordinates (see note on ReadEnable and 
WriteEnable above). 

Notes on Loop: 
0371. If the Loop bit is set, reads will recommence at 

StartPixel, StartRow once it has reached EndPixel, 
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EndRow. This is ideal for processing a structure such a 
convolution kernel or a dither cell matrix, where the data 
must be read repeatedly. 

0372 Looping with ReadEnable and WriteEnable set 
can be useful in an environment keeping a single line 
history, but only where it is useful to have reading occur 
before writing. For a FIFO effect (where writing occurs 
before reading in a length constrained fashion), use an 
appropriate Table I/O addressing mode instead of an 
Image Iterator. 

0373 Looping with only WriteEnable set creates a writ 
ten window of the last N pixels. This can be used with an 
asynchronous process that reads the data from the win 
dow. The Artcard Reading algorithm makes use of this 
mode. 

Sequential Read and Write Iterators 

0374 FIG. 17 illustrates the pixel data format. The sim 
plest Image Iterators are the Sequential Read Iterator and 
corresponding Sequential Write Iterator. The Sequential 
Read Iterator presents the pixels from a channel one line at a 
time from top to bottom, and within a line, pixels are pre 
sented left to right. The padding bytes are not presented to the 
client. It is most useful for algorithms that must perform some 
process on each pixel from an image but don't care about the 
order of the pixels being processed, or want the data specifi 
cally in this order. Complementing the Sequential Read Itera 
tor is the Sequential Write Iterator. Clients write pixels to the 
Output FIFO. A Sequential Write Iterator subsequently writes 
out a valid image using appropriate caching and appropriate 
padding bytes. Each Sequential Iterator requires access to 2 
cachelines. When reading, while 32 pixels are presented from 
one cache line, the other cache line can be loaded from 
memory. When writing, while 32 pixels are being filled up in 
one cache line, the other can be being written to memory. 
0375. A process that performs an operation on each pixel 
of an image independently would typically use a Sequential 
Read Iterator to obtain pixels, and a Sequential Write Iterator 
to write the new pixel values to their corresponding locations 
within the destination image. Such a process is shown in FIG. 
18. 

0376. In most cases, the Source and destination images are 
different, and are represented by 2 I/O Address Generators 
189, 190. However it can be valid to have the source image 
and destination image to be the same, since a given input pixel 
is not read more than once. In that case, then the same Iterator 
can be used for both input and output, with both the ReadEn 
able and WriteEnable registers set appropriately. For maxi 
mum efficiency, 2 different cache groups should be used— 
one for reading and the other for writing. If data is being 
created by a VLIW process to be written via a Sequential 
Write Iterator, the PassX and Passy flags can be used to 
generate coordinates that are then passed down the Input 
FIFO. The VLIW process can use these coordinates and cre 
ate the output data appropriately. 

Box Read Iterator 

0377 The Box Read Iterator is used to present pixels in an 
order most useful for performing operations such as general 
purpose filters and convolve. The Iterator presents pixel val 
ues in a square box around the sequentially read pixels. The 
box is limited to being 1, 3, 5, or 7 pixels wide in X and Y (set 



US 2010/0265339 A1 

XBox.Size and YBox.Size they must be the same value or 1 
in one dimension and 3, 5, or 7 in the other). The process is 
shown in FIG. 19: 

0378 BoxOffset: This special purpose register is used to 
determine a Sub-Sampling in terms of which input pixels will 
be used as the center of the box. The usual value is 1, which 
means that each pixel is used as the center of the box. The 
value “2 would be useful in scaling an image down by 4:1 as 
in the case of building an image pyramid. Using pixel 
addresses from the previous diagram, the box would be cen 
tered on pixel 0, then 2, 8, and 10. The Box Read Iterator 
requires access to a maximum of 14 (2x7) cache lines. While 
pixels are presented from one set of 7 lines, the other cache 
lines can be loaded from memory. 

Box Write Iterator 

0379 There is no corresponding Box Write Iterator, since 
the duplication of pixels is only required on input. A process 
that uses the Box Read Iterator for input would most likely 
use the Sequential Write Iterator for output since they are in 
Sync. A good example is the convolver, where N input pixels 
are read to calculate 1 output pixel. The process flow is as 
illustrated in FIG. 20. The source and destination images 
should not occupy the same memory when using a Box Read 
Iterator, as Subsequent lines of an image require the original 
(not newly calculated) values. 

Vertical-Strip Read and Write Iterators 

0380. In some instances it is necessary to write an image in 
output pixel order, but there is no knowledge about the direc 
tion of coherence in input pixels in relation to output pixels. 
An example of this is rotation. If an image is rotated 90 
degrees, and we process the output pixels horizontally, there 
is a complete loss of cache coherence. On the other hand, if 
we process the output image one cache line's width of pixels 
at a time and then advance to the next line (rather than advance 
to the next cache-line's worth of pixels on the same line), we 
will gain cache coherence for our input image pixels. It can 
also be the case that there is known block coherence in the 
input pixels (such as color coherence), in which case the read 
governs the processing order, and the write, to be synchro 
nized, must follow the same pixel order. 
0381. The order of pixels presented as input (Vertical 
Strip Read), or expected for output (Vertical-Strip Write) is 
the same. The order is pixels 0 to 31 from line 0, then pixels 
0 to 31 of line 1 etc for all lines of the image, then pixels 32 to 
63 of line 0, pixels 32 to 63 of line 1 etc. In the final vertical 
strip there may not be exactly 32 pixels wide. In this case only 
the actual pixels in the image are presented or expected as 
input. This process is illustrated in FIG. 21. 
0382 process that requires only a Vertical-Strip Write 
Iterator will typically have a way of mapping input pixel 
coordinates given an output pixel coordinate. It would access 
the input image pixels according to this mapping, and coher 
ence is determined by having Sufficient cache lines on the 
random-access reader for the input image. The coordinates 
will typically be generated by setting the PassX and Passy 
flags on the VerticalStrip Write Iterator, as shown in the pro 
cess overview illustrated in FIG. 22. 

0383. It is not meaningful to pair a Write Iterator with a 
Sequential Read Iterator or a Box read Iterator, but a Vertical 
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Strip Write Iterator does give significant improvements in 
performance when there is a non trivial mapping between 
input and output coordinates. 
0384. It can be meaningful to pair a Vertical Strip Read 
Iterator and Vertical Strip Write Iterator. In this case it is 
possible to assign both to a single ALU188 if input and output 
images are the same. If coordinates are required, a further 
Iterator must be used with PassX and Passy flags set. The 
Vertical Strip Read/Write Iterator presents pixels to the Input 
FIFO, and accepts output pixels from the Output FIFO. 
Appropriate padding bytes will be inserted on the write. Input 
and output require a minimum of 2 cache lines each for good 
performance. 

Table I/O Addressing Modes 
0385. It is often necessary to lookup values in a table (such 
as an image). Table I/O addressing modes provide this func 
tionality, requiring the client to place the index/es into the 
Output FIFO. The I/O Address Generator then processes the 
index/es, looks up the data appropriately, and returns the 
looked-up values in the Input FIFO for subsequent processing 
by the VLIW client. 
0386 1D, 2D and 3D tables are supported, with particular 
modes targeted at interpolation. To reduce complexity on the 
VLIW client side, the index values are treated as fixed-point 
numbers, with AccessSpecific registers defining the fixed 
point and therefore which bits should be treated as the integer 
portion of the index. Data formats are restricted forms of the 
general Image Characteristics in that the PixelOffset register 
is ignored, the data is assumed to be contiguous within a row, 
and can only be 8 or 16 bits (1 or 2 bytes) per data element. 
The 4 bit Address Mode Register is used to determine the I/O 
type: 

Bitti Address Mode 

3 1 = This addressing mode is Table I/O 
2 to O 000 = 1D Direct Lookup 

001 = 1D Interpolate (linear) 
O1O = DRAMFIFO 
011 = Reserved 
100 = 2D Interpolate (bi-linear) 
101 = Reserved 
110 = 3D Interpolate (tri-linear) 
111 = Image Pyramid Lookup 

0387. The access specific registers are: 

Register Name LocalName #bits Description 

AccessSpecific Flags 8 General flags for reading 
and writing. See below 
for more information. 

AccessSpecific FractX 8 Number of fractional 
bits in X index 

AccessSpecific Fracty 8 Number of fractional 
bits in Y index 

AccessSpecific Fractz 8 Number of fractional 
(low 8 bits/next 12 or bits in Zindex 
24 bits)) ZOffset 12 or 24 See below 

0388 FractX, FractY. and FractZ are used to generate 
addresses based on indexes, and interpret the format of the 
index in terms of significant bits and integer/fractional com 
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ponents. The various parameters are only defined as required 
by the number of dimensions in the table being indexed. A 1D 
table only needs FractX, a 2D table requires FractX and 
FractY. Each Fract value consists of the number of fractional 
bits in the corresponding index. For example, an Xindex may 
be in the format 5:3. This would indicate 5 bits of integer, and 
3 bits of fraction. FractX would therefore be set to 3. A simple 
1D lookup could have the format 8:0, i.e. no fractional com 
ponent at all. FractX would therefore be 0. ZOffset is only 
required for 3D lookup and takes on two different interpreta 
tions. It is described more fully in the 3D-table lookup sec 
tion. The Flags register (AccessSpecific) contains a number 
of flags used to determine factors affecting the reading (and in 
one case, writing) of data. The Flags register has the following 
composition: 

Label #bits Description 

ReadEnable 1 Read data from DRAM 
WriteFnable 1 Write data to DRAM only valid 

for 1D direct lookup 
DataSize 1 O = 8 bit data 

1 = 16 bit data 
Reserved 5 Must be O 

0389. With the exception of the 1D Direct Lookup and 
DRAM FIFO, all Table I/O modes only support reading, and 
not writing. Therefore the ReadEnable bit will be set and the 
WriteEnable bit will be clear for all I/O modes other than 
these two modes. The 1D Direct Lookup supports 3 modes: 

0390 Read only, where the ReadEnable bit is set and 
the WriteFinable bit is clear 

0391) Write only, where the ReadEnable bit is clear and 
the WriteFinable bit is clear 

0392 Read-Modify-Write, where both ReadEnable 
and the WriteEnable bits are set 

0393. The different modes are described in the 1D Direct 
Lookup section below. The DRAM FIFO mode supports only 
1 mode: 

0394 Write-Read mode, where both ReadEnable and 
the WriteFinable bits are set 

0395. This mode is described in the DRAM FIFO section 
below. The DataSize flag determines whether the size of each 
data elements of the table is 8 or 16 bits. Only the two data 
sizes are supported. 32 bit elements can be created in either of 
2 ways depending on the requirements of the process: 

0396 Reading from 2 16-bit tables simultaneously and 
combining the result. This is convenient if timing is an 
issue, but has the disadvantage of consuming 2 I/O 
Address Generators 189, 190, and each32-bit element is 
not readable by the CPU as a 32-bit entity. 

0397 Reading from a 16-bit table twice and combining 
the result. This is convenient since only 1 lookup is used, 
although different indexes must be generated and passed 
into the lookup. 

1 Dimensional Structures 

Direct Lookup 
0398. A direct lookup is a simple indexing into a 1 dimen 
sional lookup table. Clients can choose between 3 access 
modes by setting appropriate bits in the Flags register: 

0399 Read only 
(0400. Write only 
04.01 Read-Modify-Write 
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Read Only 

0402. A client passes the fixed-point index X into the 
Output FIFO, and the 8 or 16-bit value at Table Int(X) is 
returned in the Input FIFO. The fractional component of the 
index is completely ignored. If the index is out of bounds, the 
DuplicateEdge flag determines whether the edge pixel or 
ConstantPixel is returned. The address generation is straight 
forward: 

0403. If DataSize indicates 8 bits, X is barrel-shifted 
right FractX bits, and the result is added to the table's 
base address ImageStart. 

0404 If DataSize indicates 16 bits, X is barrel-shifted 
right FractX bits, and the result shifted left 1 bit (bit0 
becomes 0) is added to the table's base address Imag 
eStart. 

04.05 The 8 or 16-bit data value at the resultant address is 
placed into the Input FIFO. Address generation takes 1 cycle, 
and transferring the requested data from the cache to the 
Output FIFO also takes 1 cycle (assuming a cache hit). For 
example, assume we are looking up values in a 256-entry 
table, where each entry is 16 bits, and the index is a 12 bit 
fixed-point format of8:4. FractX should be 4, and DataSize 1. 
When an index is passed to the lookup, we shift right 4 bits, 
then add the result shifted left 1 bit to ImageStart. 

Write Only 

0406. A client passes the fixed-point index X into the 
Output FIFO followed by the 8 or 16-bit value that is to be 
written to the specified location in the table. A complete 
transfer takes a minimum of 2 cycles. 1 cycle for address 
generation, and 1 cycle to transfer the data from the FIFO to 
DRAM. There can be an arbitrary number of cycles between 
a VLIW process placing the index into the FIFO and placing 
the value to be written into the FIFO. Address generation 
occurs in the same way as Read Only mode, but instead of the 
data being read from the address, the data from the Output 
FIFO is written to the address. If the address is outside the 
table range, the data is removed from the FIFO but not written 
to DRAM. 

Read-Modify-Write 

0407. A client passes the fixed-point index X into the 
Output FIFO, and the 8 or 16-bit value at Table Int(X) is 
returned in the Input FIFO. The next value placed into the 
Output FIFO is then written to Table IntCX), replacing the 
value that had been returned earlier. The general processing 
loop then, is that a process reads from a location, modifies the 
value, and writes it back. The overall time is 4 cycles: 

0408 Generate address from index 
04.09 Return value from table 
0410 Modify value in some way 
0411 Write it back to the table 

0412. There is no specific read/write mode where a client 
passes in a flag saying “read from X” or “write to X. Clients 
can simulate a “read from X” by writing the original value, 
and a “write to X” by simply ignoring the returned value. 
However Such use of the mode is not encouraged since each 
action consumes a minimum of 3 cycles (the modify is not 
required) and 2 data accesses instead of 1 access as provided 
by the specific Read and Write modes. 
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Interpolate table 
0413. This is the same as a Direct Lookup in Read mode 
except that two values are returned for a given fixed-point 
index X instead of one. The values returned are Table Int(X). 
and Table Int(X)+1. If either index is out of bounds the 
DuplicateEdge flag determines whether the edge pixel or 
ConstantPixel is returned. Address generation is the same as 
Direct Lookup, with the exception that the second address is 
simply Address 1+1 or 2 depending on 8 or 16 bit data. Trans 
ferring the requested data to the Output FIFO takes 2 cycles 
(assuming a cache hit), although two 8-bit values may actu 
ally be returned from the cache to the Address Generator in a 
single 16-bit fetch. 

DRAM FIFO 

0414. A special case of a read/write 1D table is a DRAM 
FIFO. It is often necessary to have a simulated FIFO of a 
given length using DRAM and associated caches. With a 
DRAMFIFO, clients do not index explicitly into the table, but 
write to the Output FIFO as if it was one end of a FIFO and 
read from the Input FIFO as if it was the other end of the same 
logical FIFO. 2 counters keep track of input and output posi 
tions in the simulated FIFO, and cache to DRAM as needed. 
Clients need to set both ReadEnable and WriteEnable bits in 
the Flags register. 
0415. An example use of a DRAM FIFO is keeping a 
single line history of some value. The initial history is written 
before processing begins. As the general process goes 
through a line, the previous line's value is retrieved from the 
FIFO, and this line's value is placed into the FIFO (this line 
will be the previous line when we process the next line). So 
long as input and outputs match each other on average, the 
Output FIFO should always be full. Consequently there is 
effectively no access delay for this kind of FIFO (unless the 
total FIFO length is very small—say 3 or 4 bytes, but that 
would defeat the purpose of the FIFO). 

2 Dimensional Tables 

Direct Lookup 

0416 A 2 dimensional direct lookup is not supported. 
Since all cases of 2D lookups are expected to be accessed for 
bi-linear interpolation, a special bi-linear lookup has been 
implemented. 
Bi-Linear lookup 
0417. This kind of lookup is necessary for bi-linear inter 
polation of data from a 2D table. Given fixed-point X and Y 
coordinates (placed into the Output FIFO in the orderY,X), 4 
values are returned after lookup. The values (in order) are: 

0418 Table Int(X), Int(Y) 
0419 Table Int(X)+1, Int(Y) 
0420 Table Int(X), Int(Y)+1) 
0421 Table Int(X)+1, Int(Y)+1) 

0422 The order of values returned gives the best cache 
coherence. If the data is 8-bit, 2 values are returned each cycle 
over 2 cycles with the low order byte being the first data 
element. If the data is 16-bit, the 4 values are returned in 4 
cycles, 1 entry per cycle. Address generation takes 2 cycles. 
The first cycle has the index (Y) barrel-shifted right FractY 
bits being multiplied by Row Offset, with the result added to 
ImageStart. The second cycle shifts the X index right by 
FractXbits, and then either the result (in the case of 8 bit data) 
or the result shifted left 1 bit (in the case of 16 bit data) is 
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added to the result from the first cycle. This gives us address 
Adr address of Table Int(X), Int(Y): 

Adr = imageStart + Shifiright(Y, Fracty): RowOffset) + 

ShiftRight(X, FractX) 

0423. We keep a copy of Adr in AdrOld for use fetching 
Subsequent entries. 

0424. If the data is 8 bits, the timing is 2 cycles of 
address generation, followed by 2 cycles of data being 
returned (2 table entries per cycle). 

0425. If the data is 16 bits, the timing is 2 cycles of 
address generation, followed by 4 cycles of data being 
returned (1 entry per cycle) 

0426. The following 2 tables show the method of address 
calculation for 8 and 16 bit data sizes: 

Calculation while fetching 
Cycle 2 x 8-bit data entries from Adr 

1 Adr = Adr + Row Offset 
spreparing next lookup> 

Cycle Calculation while fetching 1 x 16-bit data entry from Adr 

1 Adr = Adr + 2 
2 Adr = AdrOld + Row Offset 
3 Adr = Adr + 2 
4 spreparing next lookup> 

0427. In both cases, the first cycle of address generation 
can overlap the insertion of the Xindex into the FIFO, so the 
effective timing can be as low as 1 cycle for address genera 
tion, and 4 cycles of return data. If the generation of indexes 
is 2 steps ahead of the results, then there is no effective 
address generation time, and the data is simply produced at 
the appropriate rate (2 or 4 cycles per set). 
3 Dimensional Lookup 
Direct Lookup 
0428. Since all cases of 2D lookups are expected to be 
accessed for tri-linear interpolation, two special tri-linear 
lookups have been implemented. The first is a straightforward 
lookup table, while the second is for tri-linear interpolation 
from an Image Pyramid. 
Tri-Linear lookup 
0429. This type of lookup is useful for 3D tables of data, 
Such as color conversion tables. The standard image param 
eters define a single XY plane of the data—i.e. each plane 
consists of ImageHeight rows, each row containing Row Off 
set bytes. In most circumstances, assuming contiguous 
planes, one XY plane will be ImageHeightxERowOffset bytes 
after another. Rather than assume or calculate this offset, the 
software via the CPU must provide it in the form of a 12-bit 
ZOffset register. In this form of lookup, given 3 fixed-point 
indexes in the order Z, Y. X, 8 values are returned in order 
from the lookup table: 

0430 Table Int(X), Int(Y), Int(Z) 
0431 Table Int(X)+1, Int(Y), Int(Z) 
0432 Table Int(X), Int(Y)+1, Int(Z) 
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0433 Table Int(X)+1, Int(Y)+1, Int(Z) 
0434 Table Int(X), Int(Y), Int(Z)+1 
0435 Table Int(X)+1, Int(Y), Int(Z)+1) 
0436 Table Int(X), Int(Y)+1, Int(Z)+1) 
0437. Table Int(X)+1, Int(Y)+1, Int(Z)+1) 

0438. The order of values returned gives the best cache 
coherence. If the data is 8-bit, 2 values are returned each cycle 
over 4 cycles with the low order byte being the first data 
element. If the data is 16-bit, the 4 values are returned in 8 
cycles, 1 entry per cycle. Address generation takes 3 cycles. 
The first cycle has the index (Z) barrel-shifted right FractZ 
bits being multiplied by the 12-bit ZOffset and added to 
ImageStart. The second cycle has the index (Y) barrel-shifted 
right FractY bits being multiplied by RowOffset, with the 
result added to the result of the previous cycle. The second 
cycle shifts the X index right by FractX bits, and then either 
the result (in the case of 8 bit data) or the result shifted left 1 
bit (in the case of 16 bit data) is added to the result from the 
second cycle. This gives us address Adr=address of Table Int 
(X), Int(Y), Int(Z): 

Adr = imageStart + (Shifiright(Z, FractZ): ZOffset) + 

(ShiftRight(Y, Fract Y): Row Offset) + ShiftRight(X, FractX) 

0439 We keep a copy of Adr in AdrOld for use fetching 
Subsequent entries. 

0440 If the data is 8 bits, the timing is 2 cycles of 
address generation, followed by 2 cycles of data being 
returned (2 table entries per cycle). 

0441. If the data is 16 bits, the timing is 2 cycles of 
address generation, followed by 4 cycles of data being 
returned (1 entry per cycle) 

0442. The following 2 tables show the method of address 
calculation for 8 and 16 bit data sizes: 

Calculation while fetching 
Cycle 2 x 8-bit data entries from Adr 

Adr = Adr + Row Offset 
Adr = AdrOld + ZOffset 
Adr = Adr + Row Offset 
spreparing next lookup> 

Calculation while fetching 
Cycle 1 x 16-bit data entries from Adr 

Adr = Adr + 2 
Adr = AdrOld + Row Offset 
Adr = Adr + 2 
Adr, AdrOld = AdrOld + Zoffset 
Adr = Adr + 2 
Adr = AdrOld + Row Offset 
Adr = Adr + 2 
spreparing next lookup> 

0443) In both cases, the cycles of address generation can 
overlap the insertion of the indexes into the FIFO, so the 
effective timing for a single one-offlookup can be as low as 1 
cycle for address generation, and 4 cycles of return data. If the 
generation of indexes is 2 steps ahead of the results, then there 
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is no effective address generation time, and the data is simply 
produced at the appropriate rate (4 or 8 cycles per set). 

Image Pyramid Lookup 

0444 During brushing, tiling, and warping it is necessary 
to compute the average color of a particular area in an image. 
Rather than calculate the value for each area given, these 
functions make use of an image pyramid. The description and 
construction of an image pyramid is detailed in the section on 
Internal Image Formats in the DRAM interface 81 chapter of 
this document. This section is concerned with a method of 
addressing given pixels in the pyramid in terms of 3 fixed 
point indexes ordered: level (Z), Y, and X. Note that Image 
Pyramid lookup assumes 8 bit data entries, so the DataSize 
flag is completely ignored. After specification of Z. Y. and X, 
the following 8 pixels are returned via the Input FIFO: 

0445. The pixel at Int(X), Int(Y), level Int(Z) 
0446. The pixel at Int(X)+1, Int(Y), level Int(Z) 
0447. The pixel at Int(X), Int(Y)+1), level Int(Z) 
0448. The pixel at Int(X)+1, Int(Y)+1, level Int(Z) 
0449 The pixel at Int(X), Int(Y), level Int(Z)+1 
0450. The pixel at Int(X)+1, Int(Y), level Int(Z)+1 
0451. The pixel at Int(X), Int(Y)+1), level Int(Z)+1 
0452. The pixel at Int(X)+1, Int(Y)+1, level Int(Z)+1 

0453 The 8 pixels are returned as 4x16 bit entries, with X 
and X-1 entries combined hi/lo. For example, if the scaled 
(X,Y) coordinate was (10.4, 12.7) the first 4 pixels returned 
would be: (10, 12), (11, 12), (10, 13) and (11, 13). When a 
coordinate is outside the valid range, clients have the choice 
of edge pixel duplication or returning of a constant color 
value via the DuplicateEdgePixels and ConstantPixel regis 
ters (only the low 8 bits are used). When the Image Pyramid 
has been constructed, there is a simple mapping from level 0 
coordinates to level Z coordinates. The method is simply to 
shift the X or Y coordinate right by Zbits. This must be done 
in addition to the number of bits already shifted to retrieve the 
integer portion of the coordinate (i.e. shifting right FractX and 
FractYbits for X and Y ordinates respectively). To find the 
ImageStart and Row Offset value for a given level of the 
image pyramid, the 24-bit ZOffset register is used as a pointer 
to a Level Information Table. The table is an array of records, 
each representing a given level of the pyramid, ordered by 
level number. Each record consists of a 16-bit offset ZOffset 
from ImageStart to that level of the pyramid (64-byte aligned 
address as lower 6 bits of the offset are not present), and a 12 
bit ZRowOffset for that level. Element 0 of the table would 
contain a ZOffset of 0, and a ZRowOffset equal to the general 
register Row Offset, as it simply points to the full sized image. 
The ZOffset value at element N of the table should be added 
to ImageStart to yield the effective ImageStart of level N of 
the image pyramid. The RowOffset value in element N of the 
table contains the RowOffset value for level N. The software 
running on the CPU must setup the table appropriately before 
using this addressing mode. The actual address generation is 
outlined here in a cycle by cycle description: 

Load 
Cycle Register 

From 
Address Other Operations 

O ZAdr = ShiftRight(Z, FractZ) + ZOffset 
ZInt= ShiftRight(Z, FractZ) 






























































