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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

CHARLES B. HORTON, OF NEWARK, NEW YORK.

SHOE-FASTENING.

SPECIFICATION forming parf of Letters Patent No. 439,661, dated November 4, 1890.
Application filed July 25,1890, Serial No. 359,862, (No model.)

" To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, CHARLES B. HORTON, of
Newark, in the county of Wayne and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Shoe-Fastenings, which
improvement is fully set forth in the follow-
ing specification, and shown in the accom-
panying drawings.

My invention is an improved fastener for
shoe-laces attached at the top of the shoe,the
same being hereinafter fully described, and
more particularly pointed out in the claim.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
side elevation of the upper part of a shoe,
showing my improved lace-holder attached;
Fig. 2, a view of the parts séen as indicated
by arrow 2 in Fig. 1, the parts being sec-
tioned, as on the dotted line 2 2; Fig. 3, a
view seen as indicated by arrow % in Fig. 1,
the parts being sectioned, as on the dotted
line 3 3. Figs. 4 and 6 show different forms
of the blank of the device; Fig. 5, a view at
the inside of the shoe opposite to that shown
in Fig. 1; and Fig. 7, an elevation of the de-
vice, drawn to a larger scale, to better show
the construction and operation of some of
the parts.

Referring to the parts, A is a shoe of com-
mon construction,a being the lace, and b the
hooks for the lace.

At Bisshown myimproved fastener, which
consists in part of an L-shaped metallic
plate ¢, secured firmly to the shoe, said plate
constituling a frame for holding the other
parts.

d is a button or stud rigid with the plate,
formed with a head around which the lace is
turned before being inserted in the holdere.
This holder is U-shaped or forked, having
one branch f made rigid with the plate ¢, the
other branch g being free to move within
limits. Theupper ends of these branches are
beveled to form an opening to enable thelace
to be conveniently inserted between them.

h is a loop rigid with the plate in position
to inclose the holder, as shown. This loop
does not firmly press the holder all around;
but space ¢ is left to allow the free branch
¢ to bend outward or away from the other
branchtoalimited distance. Thisloop serves
tore-enforece the holder when the outer branch
is forced outward by crowding the lace be-

tween the branches. Thus, although the
branch g springs away from the branch f eas-
ily at first to allow the lace to be readily en-
tered between them, when it bends outward
so far as to encounter the rigid loop, it then
yields to the pressure of the lace less readily
and forms a firm clamp or holder, for the lace.
This holder is formed with a spring-bend &
below the loop, which holds the branch gnor-
mally againstthebranch £, and will of its own
action hold the lace with considerable firm-
ness. When, however, the pressure brought
against the branch is too great, from a thick
lace being employed or from foreing the lace
well down toward the loop, the latter supports
the branch ¢ against the stress, as above
stated.

The plate ¢,as shown in Fig. 4, is provided
with prongs [, which when the device is se-
cured to the shoe are turned at right angles
to the plate through the leather and clinched

over circular metallic plates or washers n on-

the inner surface of the shoe. This forms a
ready and convenient means for securing the
fastener to the shoe. The plate may, how-
ever, be formed as shown in Fig. 6, having
eyelet-holes o, by means of which it may be
secured to the shoe by ordinary eyelets. In
either case the lining of the shoe eovers the
parts at the inner surface of the leather.
There may be one of these fasteners secured
to each side of the shoe or to only one side,
according to the manner in which the shoeis
laced.

What I claim as my invention is—

In a shoe-fastener, an L-shaped plate se-
cured to the shoe, a holder for the lace con-
sisting of two equal and straight prongs, one
being rigid with the plate and the other free
to move, a loop rigid with the plate and sur-
rounding the holder to support the free prong
thereof, and a button rigid with the plate,
said prongs being joined by a spring-bend
below said loop, substantially as shown.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand, this 25th day of June, 1890, in the pres-
ence of two subseribing witnesses.

CHARLES B. HORTON.

Witnessesi
E. B. WHITMORE,
M. L. MCDERMOTT.
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