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To all, Luhon, it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH ROLLINSON 

BARROLL, of Chicago, in the county of Cook 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Leggings; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

leggings, and more particularly to that class 
known to the trade as “feetless,” “golf,” or 
“bicycle” stockings. Heretofore such ar 
ticles have usually been made of some heavy 
knit fabric, suitably fashioned to fit the leg, 
With or without the turned-over portion at the 
top near the knee and without any heel or toe 
portion. The lower portion of the leg-section 
proper has usually been cut off on a straight 
line or terminated by a straight edge at a 
point above the ankle, and a strap of sufficient 
length to pass under the foot and engage the 
hollow thereof has been secured at its ends 
to the lower margins of said lower leg-section. 
Sometimes these straps have been of knitted 
material and have not been of uniform width, 
One side being fashioned by dropping stitches, 
so that the lower portions of the straps would 
be narrower than the end portions thereof, 
the latter being of a width equal to about one 
half the diameter of the lower section proper 
of the stocking, the straps on each side being 
turned off in joining. Such straps have also 
been picked on or otherwise suitably secured 
to said lower margin of the stocking. 
all such constructions it is necessary to wear 
a high shoe, for if a low shoe is worn no part 
of the strap or lower portion of the stocking 
proper reaches down sufficiently to cover and 
protect the instep, and, moreover, when such 
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prior constructions have been worn with a 
low shoe a portion of the foot of the wearer 
has been exposed to view, thus making such 
construction very undesirable. 

It is the object of this invention, therefore, 
to provide an article of the general character 
referred to that may be worn with low shoes 
and which will have the double advantage of 
being sightly in appearance and of protect 
ing the instep of the wearer, or, in other 
words, which shall be so constructed that 
when a low shoe is to be worn it will be im 
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possible for an observer to detect that the ar 
ticle is simply a legging without heel and toe 
portions. - 

To this end the invention consists in a leg 
ging the lower end of which is plain or cylin 
dric and is extended at its front part to form 
a prolongation, to the rear edges of which are 
attached the ends of an obliquely-arranged 
foot-strap, the construction being such that 
when the legging is placed on the foot and leg 
the instep prolongation will be drawn forward 
to cover the instep and will be held in place 
over the same by the tension of the strap act 
ing on the rear margins thereof. These fea 
tures of construction Will be better understood 
by reference to the following description and 
the drawings to which it refers. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

illustrates in a side view a golf stocking or 
legging embodying my invention. Fig. 2 illus 99. 85 y s t s 
trates in a side view the application of my in 
vention to use with a low-cut shoe. Figs. 3 
and 4 illustrate in detached views two of a 
number of modifications to which the inven 
tion is applicable. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, 
A represents the legging as a whole, and A' 
the upper portion, which will usually be fash 
ioned to conform to the shape of the lower 
leg. The lower section proper, B, is relatively 
narrow, as usual, and its lower margin in 
stead of terminating in a straight line, as in 
dicated by the dotted lineb, (which is the old 
construction,) is shaped as ' shown by the 
curved lineb'. The particularshape required 
may be varied to suit the slightly-different 
measurements of Various styles of shoes; but 
the general direction of the shaping is herein 
indicated and will be such as will be sufficient 
to bring the lower portion B down at the front 
part of the legging to form a prolongation or 
instep portion B', which will cover and pro 
tect the instep when the article is worn. The 
shaping may beformed on a knitting-machine 
or by hand, as the legging is being made; but 

'it is very much cheaper to simply cut the fab 
ric, leaving the cut edges to be properly se 
cured when the strap C is united to the said 
fashioned edge b'. 
The strap C is preferably made of a single 

piece of knit fabric and of uniform width 
throughout its length. It is desirable that 
the width be such that when the ends of the 
strap C are stretched laterally the width will 

55 

75 

95 

CO 



O 

3O 

35 

45 

55 

2 560,831 

be coincident with the length of the rear edge 
b' of the instep part or prolongation, to which 
each end of the strap C may be secured by 
sewing or otherwise, as clearly shown in the 
drawings. When the ends c of the strap C 
are thus stretched beyond their normal width, 
or, more properly speaking, position, the cen 
tral portion c' will be contracted, as indicated, 
whereby the minimum amount of obstruction 
to the foot of the wearer is presented, espe 
cially to the hollow of the foot, under which 
the strap C will be passed. As will be mani 
fest, the strap C may be of two portions united 
together on the line indicated atc. but it is 
preferable to make the strap C in one con 
tinuous piece. It will also be manifest that 
as the rear margins care not secured together 
a Suitable opening for the heel of the wearer 
is thus formed, and, similarly, by not uniting 
the margins c' of the strap C a suitable open 
ing is provided for the foot. 
As will be noticed by referring to the illus 

tration in Fig. 2, the strap C (indicated by 
dotted lines in said figure) draws the margins 
b' well down below the upper edge of the low 
cut shoe, causing the front prolongation or 
instep portion B to extend over and cover 
the instep, and thus indicating to the observer 
that the legging proper extends down into the 
shoe, Or, more properly speaking, the con 
struction shown not only protects the foot of 
the Wearer, but makes it impossible for the 
observer to detect that the article worn is not 
a stocking but is simply a legging with heel 
and toe portions omitted. 
Inasmuch, as above stated, as the proper 

shape or direction of the curved margin in 
dicated at b' may be varied to suit different 
requirements, I have herein undertaken to 
illustrate in Figs. 3 and 4 only two of such 
modifications. 

Referring to Fig. 3, B indicates the lower 
portion of the legging; B', the instep portion, 
and b' the curved lower edge, shaped in any 
convenient manner. In this instance said 
curved margin instead of being shaped in a 
diagonal direction from the rear downwardly 
toward the front of the legging the rear por 
tion of the edge is shaped at a point as low 
or about as low as the front portion thereof, 
While the central portion of the margin takes 
the general direction of an inverted U, thus 
forming a front prolongation to cover the in 
step Substantially like that before described. 
The strap C is constructed and secured as 
above stated. The margin of the ends of 
the strap C may be shaped somewhat, if de 
sired, or may be left square and inserted within 
the lower end of the legging, as indicated by 
dotted lines at c in said Fig. 3, the margin 
b' in this instance being sewed to the strap, 
while the extreme ends c' may be simply 
tacked to the legging. The margins cc-in 
dicate the toe and heel openings, as before. 
In the illustration shown in Fig. 4 the leg 

ging proper, B, is fashioned with a heel por 
tion B', as Well as an instep portion B", said 

heel portion being provided, preferably, with 
a vertical front margin or edge b°. l'indi 
cates the shaped margin or lower end of the 
legging, although in some methods of knit 
ting the legging the front margin l° of the 
heel portion may beformed by cutting or oth 
erwise at the same time that the shape is 
given to the marginb'. Cindicates the strap. 
Its front margin c' forms a toe opening, as 
usual. In this instance the rear margins c' 
are united to the vertical margins b° of the 
heel-section, while the end of the strap C is 
stretched, as before described, to the shaped 
margin b', which latterforms the rear margin 
of the front prolongation which covers the 
instep. These two modifications will serve 
to illustrate the variety of shapes that may 
be given to the lower end of the legging in 
practicing my invention. In each instance 
illustrated it will be seen that the front part 
of the legging is prolonged in a straight line 
without shaping of the fabric and that the 
strap is attached to the rear margins of the 
front prolongation, so that when the latter is 
bent forwardly over the instep the strap will 
hold or draw said prolongation closely over 
the instep and thereby afford a smooth and 
close fit. 
The material of which these garments are 

made is not of especial importance; but where 
the ordinary knit golf stocking or legging is 
used I prefer that the strap C shall be con 
structed of what is known as “knit ribbed 
fabric,” since such fabric may be cut to the 
precise length required, and while it has very 
little longitudinal strain or tension it may be 
spread laterally at its ends to give the re 
quired width thereto, whereby said ends may 
be united, as desired, to the margin b', and 
at the same time a strong and narrow strap 
may be used. 
My invention is not only simple, but very 

cheap and easily constructed, is comfortable 
to the wearer, and possesses many advantages 
over prior constructions not necessary here 
to enumerate. 

I claim as my invention and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent 
As a new article of manufacture, a legging 

comprising a tubular leg portion which is ex 
tended at its front part to form a straight 
prolongation adapted to be drawn forward to 
cover the instep, and a knit foot-strap, the 
ends of which are spread and attached to the 
real' margins of Said instep prolongation, 
whereby the said instep prolongation is drawn 
or held over the instep by the said strap, sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I affix my signature, in presence 
of two witnesses, this 16th day of December, 
A. D. 1895. 

JOSEPH ROLLINSON BARROLL. 
Witnesses: 

TAYLOR. E. BROWN, 
WILLIAM L. HALL. 
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