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This invention relates particularly to an 
automobile lamp closure fastener in which 
objects have been to produce a closure fasten 
er which embodies the utmost simplicity of 

5 manufacture, number of pieces employed, 
of assembly, and of operation both in the acts 
of fastening and unfastening as well as in 
the functioning of the fastener when the 
closure is mounted properly in position. 
These and other objects are attained in the 

fastener described in the following specifica 
tion and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: , - a 

Fig. 1 is a sectional view of a lamp having 
15 a closure embodying my invention, attached 

O 

thereto. 
Fig. 2 is a fragmental perspective view of 

a detail of the construction shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a fragmental perspective view of 
20 a detail of construction which is used in co 

operation with that shown in Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmental front elevation of 

the lamp body with the closure glass in posi 
tion, showing the novel features of my inven 

25 tion. 
Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but 

showing a slightly modified form of my in 
vention. . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 2, but of 
30 the embodiment shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 3, but of 
the embodiment shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 8 is a view of a further modified form 
of lamp fastener, X 

Figs. 9 and 10 are fragmental perspective 
views showing details of the form shown in 
Fig. 8. 

will first describe the form of the in 
vention as shown in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive. 

40. In the showing of this form, as in the others 
described herein, the usual type of automor 
bile headlamp body and closure is disclosed. 
The body 11 is formed with a flange 12 
upon which is seated the flange 13 of the 

45 usual reflector 14. Closing the mouth of the 
reflector is the usual plain glass or lens 15, 
which is retained in place Snugly by the clo 
sure rim 16. The usual lamp bulb 17 and 
connector assembly 18 are employed, with 

50 the ordinary form of focusing device 19 for obtaining focusing adjustment of the bulb. 
I prefer showing my invention as used 

in connection with a closure rim having a 
rear edge which is turned inwardly and for 

55 Wardly to form a hooked annular edge 17. 

35 

In the Wall of the body, adjacent to its open 
end is located an opening 20, and in align 
ment with it is another opening 21 formed 
in the flange 12. The reflector rim 13 is pro 
vided with a notch in register with opening 60 
21 SO as to leave the opening 21 unobstructed. 
The device which I employ as a fastening 
element 22 is merely a strip of spring mate 
rial such as phosphor bronze. The strip is 
bent into a generally U-shaped formation 
having the ends suitably formed to perform 
the function intended. This end formation. 
takes different shapes. In the incorporation 
of my invention I prefer to employ two 
Spring elements with each lamp body, one be 
ing located at the top of the body and one 
at the bottom. The ends of the top spring 
element are formed by bending them away 
from one another and at a substantial right 
angle to the legs of the U. One end 23 is adapted to pass through the opening 20 and 
is provided with a slot 24 which engages a 
tongue 25 extending partially across opening 

65 

70 

is 

20. This end 23 is adapted to engage the 
hooked rear edge 17 of the closure rim. The 80 
forwardly extending end 26 of the element 
22 is turned slightly inwardly and then out 
Wardly so that when it is passed through 
opening 21 in the body flange it will have to 
be pressed and will snap into position. This 
formation is utilized to retain the reflector in position by engaging its rim within the 

h which registers with opening 21 of the 
OCly. . . ; 
The bottom fastening element is substan- 90 

tially the duplicate of the top fastening ele 
ment. The forward reflector holding end 26 
is identical, but the end 27 which is held by the body wall is matérially thicker and is 
provided with a screw threaded aperture 28. 
Also instead of turning rearwardly, the end 
27, is turned straight out radially. Cooper 
ating with this end is a lug 29 eR. 
from the closure rim. Through this lug and 
into screw threaded end 27 is passed a screw 
30, a spacing collar 31 being provided to 
prevent too much tension being placed on 
the fastener for the proper setting 6f the clo 
sure rim. 
In fastening the closure in position, it is 

but necessary to hold the closure rin otit 
wardly from the bottom and to bring the 
top portion of the hooked edge into engage 
ment with the end 23 of the element 22. The 
rim is then moved toward the body until the ti0 
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screw 30 will engage the aperture 28 of the 
end 27. By now turning the Screw the rim 
will be drawn toward the body. In the first 
movement of the rim following the hooking 
engagement at its top, the Swinging move 
ment toward the body will bring the edge 
32 of the rim into engagement with the glass 
15. Continued movement will gradually 
bring the entire edge 32 into engagement 
with the glass and simultaneously cause flex 
ure of the end 23 of the fastener 22 toward 
the front of the lamp. This yielding action 
of the top element will prevent unequal 
pressure being brought upon the glass. 
When the screw 30 has been brought up 
tight at the bottom of the lamp the element 
at this point will function in the same man 
ner as does the top one. Thus equal glass 
pressure is assured throughout its periphery, 
hence preventing glass breakage. 
The form of closure shown in Figs. 5 to 

7 inclusive is quite similar to that described 
in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive, in that it is iden 
tical except for the provision of an exten 
sion 32 from the reflector holding end 26. 
This extension 32 is provided with a lip 33 
which aids the extension to function as a 
glass retaining clip as shown in Figs. 5 and 
6. In the operation of securing a glass in 
position the extension or clip is flexed to al 
low it to be released over the glass when 
it has been placed in position as shown. In 
cidentally the function of holding the re 
flector is performed as in the previously de 
scribed construction, in addition to that of 
holding the closure glass. In other respects 
the fastener is identical as to general shape 
and performance, with that of the previous 
ly described construction and has the same 
reference numerals applied to the features 
which are in common with those of the form 
shown in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive. 
In the modification shown in Figs. 8, 9 

and 10 the construction has been changed 
to adapt it to a type of lamp construction in 
which the body is of the form having no 
inwardly extending annular flange, so that 
the reflector rim 13 sets into the body and 
rests upon suitably positioned shelves 34. 
In this case both ends of a substantially U 
shaped fastener 40 at the top of the lamp 
body are located in and extend to the out 
side of a slot 35 formed near the edge of the 
body. One end 36 extends rearwardly for 
engagement with the turned over hooked 
rear edge 37 of the closure rim, while the 
other end is divided into three tongues 41, 
42 and 43, the tongues 41 and 42 being lo 
cated in fastener Supporting position against 
the opposite wall of slot 35 from that en 
gaged by end 36. The remaining tongue 43 
is somewhat hooked and extends forwardly 
for reflector retaining engagement with the 
notch 44 of the reflector. At the bottom of 
the lamp a fastener of somewhat different 
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appearance is provided. Extending fron 
the closure rim is a lug 45 having a pivoted 
latch 46 secured thereto. An aperture 47 
in the latch is adapted for closure fastening 
engagement with a spring lug 48 extending 
from the body, the end of the lug having a 
hump 49 for retaining the latch in place. 
The operation of the construction just de 
scribed is quite similar to that of the other 
constructions set forth herein and especially 
to the form shown in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive. 
For this reason the operation of such fea 
tures as embody slight distinctions of con 
struction, are self evident and need not be 
specifically described herein. 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim is: 
1. A closure fastener for automobile 

lamps consisting of a body, a reflector lo 
cated in the body, and a closure for the body 
and reflector, comprising two yielding ele 
ments located at substantially diametrically 
opposite sides of the lamp, each of said ele 
ments being located within the lamp body 
and having its ends occupying body slots, 
one end of each element occupying a slot lo 
cated at the edge of the reflector flange and 
adapted to engage the reflector flange yield 
ingly, whereby the reflector will be retained 
in position relatively to the body, the other 
end of one element occupying a slot located 
adjacent to the real edge of the closure and 
adapted to engage the rear edge of the clos 
ure, the other end of the cooperating ele 
inent occupying a slot adjacent to the rear 
edge of the closure, and means adapted de 
tachably to attach the closure to said end. 

2. In combination in an automobile lamp 
consisting of a body having an open end, a 
reflector located within the body and Sup- 10: 
ported at the open body end, and a closure 
mounted on the body and closing the re 
flector, a closure fastening element located 
at the top and another closure fastening ele 
ment located at the bottom of the lamp, said 
top element being located within the lamp 
body and having its ends mounted in body 
slots, one of said ends being adapted to be 
placed in retaining engagement with the 
closure, the slot in which said closure re 
taining end is mounted having a tongue 
therein adapted for cooperative engagement 
with the end to prevent fastener displace 
ment at any time, the bottom fastener hav 
ing identical mounting conditions, and 
means adapted detachably to bring the bot 
tom fastener into retaining relation with 
the closure. 

3. In combination in an automobile lamp 
comprising a body having an inwardly 
flanged opening, an outwardly flanged re 
flector mounted in the body with the flanges 
of the body and reflector in Supporting en 
gagement With each other, and a closure 
upon the open end of the body adapted to 
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close the reflector and body, a closure fas 
tener of substantially U-shaped formation 
mounted within the body with its ends oc 
cupying slots in the body, a similarly shaped 
fastener located in the body substantially 
diametrically opposite the first mentioned 
fastener and also having its ends occupying 
slots in the body, each of said fasteners hav 
ing one end adapted yieldingly to engage 
the reflector flange to prevent inadvertent 
displacement thereof from the body flange, 
the other end of each of said fasteners being 

arranged for closure fastening relation with 
the body, one of said ends being arranged 
for direct attachment to the closure, the 
other of said ends extending adjacent to the 
closure, and means adapted detachably to 
connect the closure with the other of said 
mentioned ends, whereby the closure will be 
supported yieldingly on the body. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto 
affixed my signature. 

EUGENE A. KUEN. 
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