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To all thom, it may concern: k 
IBe it known that I, BURRELL CANNON, a 

citizen of the United States, resident of 
Longview, in the county of Gregg and State 
of Texas, have made a certain new and use 
ful Invention in Apparatus for Automati 
cally l’hotographing Persons Moving Along 
a Confined Way; and I declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact, description 
of the same, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the invention, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters 
or figures of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification. 

Figure 1 is a side view of the invention as 
applied to a railway car. Fig.2 is a side view 
of the invention partly in section and partly 
broken away. Fig. 3 is a detail plan view. 
The invention has relation to apparatus or 

means for counting or checking fares or 
persons by photography, designed to auto 
matically photograph all persons entering 
a place, building or vehicle where fares or 
tickets of admission are collected; or it may 
be in Some cases to photograph persons 
leaving the place or vehicle. 
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The invention consists in the novel con 
struction and combinations of devices here 
inafter set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings, illustrat 
ing the invention, the numeral 1 designates 
a camera, wherein the reel 2, carrying the 
film, is operated in a step by step manner by 
persons entering or leaving, to expose new 
portions of the film, a shutter 3 of the 
camera being also operated to expose the 
particular portion of the film upon which 
the picture is taken. 
The means of operation consists pref 

erably of a mat 4, placed in the entrance or 
exit, so that all persons passing through 
will necessarily step thereupon, said mat 
being of air tight character and provided 
usually with springs 5, to maintain the 
cover part of the mat in normal raised po 
sition; a tube 6 leading from the interior 
of the mat, and having at its opposite end 
communication with a cylinder 7, wherein 

Works, a piston 8, the piston rod 9 having 
Suitable operating connections with the 
shutter of the camera and with the film 
carrying reel, so that the shutter will be 
first operated and afterward the reel, upon 
the same stroke of the piston to move the 
film, to expose a different portion thereof 
upon the succeeding movement of the shut 
ter, the film being moved at intermediate 
times to the movement of the shutter. 
The mat being compressed by the weight 

of the person stepping thereupon, the air 
is caused to pass through the tube into the 
cylinder and operate the piston. When the 
person steps from the mat, the springs will 
raise the cover of the mat to normal raised 
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position and a new portion of air will be 
admitted to the mat through an air inlet 
opening 10. Usually the film carrying 
roller will have a ratchet wheel 11, the pawl 
12 of which will be operated to turn the 
roller and cause the film to move by an 
Operating connection with the piston rod. 
The camera may be placed to take either 

a front or a profile picture, and at night or 
upon dark days, a suitable light may be 
used. 

It will be obvious that the invention may 
be carried out by different mechanisms, but 
the means described is preferred. X 

In Some cases a calendar clock may be 
used with cards to show the number and 
direction of a railway train, in proper po 
sition to appear in every photograph. 
A station indicator may be used showing 

the next stop, to appear in every photo 
graph, and when the photographs are taken 
of both entering and departing passengers, 
a perfect record will be kept. 
What I claim is:- 
Apparatus for photographing persons 

moving along a confined way, consisting of 
a camera having rollers and a film carried 
by said rollers, said camera having its lens 
in position to photograph persons moving 
along Said way, and automatically-resetting 
means in said way having an operating 
connection with the shutter and with a film 
carrying roller of the camera, said means 
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being adapted to be successively actuated by In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 
St. moving E. s Way to succes- in presence of two witnesses. 

sively move said shutter and expose a portion m 
of the film, and at intermediate times to BURRELL CANNON. 
successively move said film to expose a Witnesses: 
different portion thereof upon the succeed- B. A. SKIPPER, 
ing movement of said shutter. W. L. MATTHEUS. 


