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(57) ABSTRACT 

The Subject technology provides a session associated with 
web site or application traffic data. An analytics tracking data 
communication is received. The Subject technology deter 
mines analytics tracking data from the received analytics 
tracking data communication in which the analytics tracking 
data includes data for tracking an activity associated with a 
web site or application and includes visitor information. A 
new session associated with the analytics tracking data is 
created if it is determined that the activity is associated with 
an initial visit of a unique visitor corresponding to the visitor 
information. The Subject technology determines campaign 
information for populating the new session associated with 
the analytics tracking data. The analytics tracking data 
including the determined campaign information is then 
stored. 
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SYSTEM FOR CENTRALIZED ANALYTICS 
TRACKINGVIASERVER-SIDE 

SESSIONIZATION 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. The present application claims the benefit of priority 
under 35 U.S.C. S 119 from U.S. Provisional Patent Applica 
tion Ser. No. 61/641,850 entitled “System for Centralized 
Analytics Tracking Via Server-Side Sessionization.” filed on 
May 2, 2012, the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated 
by reference in its entirety for all purposes. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 Web site analytics involves the analysis and report 
ing of web site traffic data to an associated publisher. A 
publisher is an entity that owns and/or manages a particular 
web site. The publisher can monitor web site analytics data 
related to user visits and links to the web site by using web site 
analytics tools provided by third parties. 
0003. Existing analytics data systems work well for pro 
cessing a high Volume of web traffic data and/or application 
analytics data in order to provide interactive reports over 
substantial periods of time with high fidelity. These systems 
do not always accurately report web traffic data and/or appli 
cation analytics data when changes are made to a publisher's 
web pages due to 1) different page configurations on respec 
tive pages, which can increase the difficulty in maintaining 
consistent business logic across the pages or 2) caching on the 
publishers web site, which can result in inconsistent data 
being reported to a given web analytics system. Additionally, 
each request sent to a given analytics system can include one 
or more cookies, which increases the utilization of network 
bandwidth across the system. 
0004. In some instances, clients (e.g., various web brows 
ers and/or applications) are required to provide local storage 
in order to persist state information in the aforementioned 
local storage. For instance, State information are included in 
cookies that are maintained and provided by Such clients, and 
the cookies then transmitted to a given web analytics system 
in order to track sessions, provide information for online 
marketing campaigns, provide user information, and for 
tracking other client state information on the publisher's web 
site. However, certain clients (e.g., mobile clients such as 
mobile applications, users that have disabled cookies, etc.) do 
not always provide Support for local storage in order to persist 
state information. In some instances, Support for accessing 
local storage and/or cookies can vary across different clients, 
which can increase the difficulty in consistently maintaining 
state information across different clients. Consequently, 
existing web site analytics data systems can have difficulty in 
accurately reporting analytics data across a multitude of cli 
ents in view of the aforementioned issues. 

SUMMARY 

0005. The subject technology provides for a machine 
implemented method for providing a session associated with 
web site or application traffic data, the method including: 
receiving an analytics tracking data communication; deter 
mining analytics tracking data from the received analytics 
tracking data communication in which the analytics tracking 
data includes data for tracking an activity associated with a 
web site or application and includes visitor information; cre 
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ating a new session associated with the analytics tracking data 
if it is determined that the activity is associated with an initial 
visit of a unique visitor corresponding to the visitor informa 
tion; determining campaign information for populating the 
new session associated with the analytics tracking data; and 
storing the analytics tracking data including the determined 
campaign information. 
0006 Another aspect of the subject technology provides a 
system. The system includes memory, one or more processors 
and one or more modules stored in memory and configured 
for execution by the one or more processors. The system 
includes an analytics data module configured to receive an 
analytics tracking data communication, and determine ana 
lytics tracking data from the received analytics tracking data 
communication in which the analytics tracking data includes 
data for tracking an activity associated with a web site or 
application and includes visitor information; and a session 
module configured to create a new session associated with the 
analytics tracking data if it is determined that the activity is 
associated with an initial visit of a unique visitor correspond 
ing to the visitor information, determine campaign informa 
tion for populating the new session associated with the ana 
lytics tracking data, and store the analytics tracking data 
including the determined campaign information. 
0007. The subject technology further provides a non-tran 
sitory machine-readable medium including instructions 
stored therein, which when executed by a machine, cause the 
machine to perform operations including receiving an analyt 
ics tracking data communication; determining analytics 
tracking data from the received analytics tracking data com 
munication in which the analytics tracking data includes data 
for tracking an activity associated with a web site or applica 
tion and includes visitor information; creating a new session 
associated with the analytics tracking data if it is determined 
that the activity is associated with an initial visit of a unique 
visitor corresponding to the visitor information; determining 
campaign information for populating the new session associ 
ated with the analytics tracking data; and storing the analytics 
tracking data including the determined campaign informa 
tion. 

0008. It is understood that other configurations of the sub 
ject technology will become readily apparent to those skilled 
in the art from the following detailed description, wherein 
various configurations of the Subject technology are shown 
and described by way of illustration. As will be realized, the 
Subject technology is capable of other and different configu 
rations and its several details are capable of modification in 
various other respects, all without departing from the Scope of 
the Subject technology. Accordingly, the drawings and 
detailed description are to be regarded as illustrative in nature 
and not as restrictive. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0009. Several configurations of the subject technology are 
set forth in the following figures. 
0010 FIG. 1 conceptually illustrates an example commu 
nication flow in an analytics tracking system for receiving and 
processing web site tracking data in the form of analytics 
tracking data communications. 
0011 FIG. 2 conceptually illustrates an example process 
for routing an analytics tracking data communication for 
persistent and temporary storage of Some configurations. 
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0012 FIG. 3 conceptually illustrates various attributes 
that are included in example resource configurations for one 
or more pages of a publishers web site. 
0013 FIG. 4 conceptually illustrates an example process 
for determining resource configuration information for 
applying to analytics tracking data. 
0014 FIG. 5 conceptually illustrates an example commu 
nication flow in an analytics tracking system from a client 
computing device to an analytics server for propagating infor 
mation from an initial analytics tracking data communication 
to Subsequent analytics tracking data communications. 
0015 FIG. 6 describes an example process for propagat 
ing information from an initial analytics tracking data com 
munication to Subsequent analytics tracking data communi 
cations at an analytics server. 
0016 FIG. 7 describes an example process for providing 
aggregated analytics tracking data associated with a dynami 
cally generated session in response to a query for analytics 
tracking data. 
0017 FIG. 8 conceptually illustrates an example time 
sequence in which different hits are received at an analytics 
SeVe. 

0018 FIG. 9 conceptually illustrates an example process 
for processing late and/or out-of-order analytics tracking data 
communications. 
0019 FIG. 10 conceptually illustrates an example system 
in which some configurations are implemented. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0020. The detailed description set forth below is intended 
as a description of various configurations of the Subject tech 
nology and is not intended to represent the only configura 
tions in which the Subject technology may be practiced. The 
appended drawings are incorporated herein and constitute a 
part of the detailed description. The detailed description 
includes specific details for the purpose of providing a thor 
ough understanding of the Subject technology. However, the 
Subject technology is not limited to the specific details set 
forth herein and may be practiced without these specific 
details. In some instances, structures and components are 
shown in block diagram form in order to avoid obscuring the 
concepts of the Subject technology. 
0021. To use a web site analytics data system, a publisher 
typically provides tracking instructions embedded in the web 
site's web pages (alternatively or conjunctively, by providing 
code in its web page that requests the tracking instructions 
from an analytics server). For instance, the tracking instruc 
tions are a small region of JavaScriptTM code that the pub 
lisher includes in each page of the publishers web site for 
which traffic is to be tracked. When a web page is rendered by 
a user device and/or client (e.g., web browsers, mobile 
devices, tablet devices, thin clients, thick clients, etc.), the 
tracking instructions are executed, which collects visitor data 
and/or other analytics tracking data and sends it back to an 
analytics server in the form of an analytics tracking data 
communication ("hit') for processing. One method of send 
ing the analytics tracking data communication is to send it as 
part of a Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) request. 
0022 Web site traffic data can be in the form of the afore 
mentioned analytics tracking data communications (e.g., 
HTTP requests or “hits” that are generated from various user 
devices and/or clients). Analytics tracking data can be created 
upon accessing a resource (e.g., Web page, image file, banner 
ad, audio file, etc.) on the web site by a particular visitor to a 

Nov. 7, 2013 

publishers web site, or in response to an event on a web page 
or publisher's web site. The analytics tracking data can be 
sent in batch as included in one or more analytics tracking 
data communication(s) when there is a network connection, 
or alternatively included in a respective analytics tracking 
data communication that is triggered upon an access to a web 
page or resource on the web site or in response to an event on 
the web page or publisher's web site. For the purpose of web 
site analytics reporting, the associated web site tracking data 
(e.g., included in associated HTTP requests) can include a 
web property ID (e.g., an account identifier that identifies a 
publishers analytics account for aparticular web site), visitor 
identity data (e.g., anonymized identifier corresponding to a 
unique client device), an event statistic(s) (Such as a times 
tamp of the current web page communication), and user data 
Such as location data (i.e., geographical information) associ 
ated with the visitor to the publisher's web site. The amount 
and types of events/information that are reported in the track 
ing data can be specified by the publisher (e.g., to account for 
particular information that a publisher wishes to track as web 
site analytics data). 
0023 Although an analytics tracking data communication 
is described as including web site traffic data, an analytics 
tracking data communication is not limited to including web 
site traffic data. In particular, an analytics tracking data com 
munication can include data from any source (e.g., applica 
tion, platform, etc.) that is utilized for tracking an activity 
associated with the Source. For example, in a mobile applica 
tion platform, an analytics tracking data communication can 
include analytics tracking data that tracks an event associated 
with an activity within the mobile application platform. In 
this example, the analytics tracking data associated with the 
mobile application platform may not include web site traffic 
data because the mobile application platform does not require 
the use of a client such as a web browser. Aspects of the herein 
described analytics tracking system therefore can be config 
ured to receive and process an analytics tracking data com 
munication(s) including different forms of analytics tracking 
data that are outside the scope of web site tracking data. As 
used herein, the phrase “analytics tracking data” may include 
web site tracking data and/or other types of analytics tracking 
data other than web site tracking data (e.g., application track 
ing data). 
0024. In situations in which the systems discussed here 
collect personal information about users, or may make use of 
personal information, the users may be provided with an 
opportunity to control whether programs or features collect 
user information (e.g., information about a user's Social net 
work, Social actions or activities, profession, a user's prefer 
ences, or a user's current location), or to control whether 
and/or how to receive content from the content server that 
may be more relevant to the user. In addition, certain data may 
be treated in one or more ways before it is stored or used, so 
that personally identifiable information is removed. For 
example, a user's identity may be treated so that no personally 
identifiable information can be determined for the user, or a 
user's geographic location may be generalized where loca 
tion information is obtained (such as to a city, ZIP code, or 
state level), so that a particular location of a user cannot be 
determined. Thus, the user may have control over how infor 
mation is collected about the user and used by a content 
server. Moreover, as described herein, demographic-related 
data may be aggregated for one or more groups of users so that 
an individual user(s) is not personally identifiable. 
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I. Centralized Analytics Server-Side 
Sessionization 

0.025 Current analytics systems provide for aggregating 
and reporting of web site traffic data. However, current ana 
lytics systems typically require that clients (e.g., various web 
browsers) implement logic for providing a session associated 
with each analytics tracking data communication (e.g., 
request) that is transmitted to a given web analytics system. A 
session associated with a visit to a publisher's web site can be 
used by the analytics system to associate requests and other 
tracking data to a particular client (e.g., web browser). In one 
example, each session can include a series of requests from a 
uniquely identified client with 1) a time of no more than 
predetermined amount (e.g., 30 minutes) between requests, 
and 2) no requests for pages from other domains (e.g., other 
web sites) intervening between requests. 
0026. As used herein, the term “sessionization” refers to a 
technique or techniques for providing a session and associat 
ing the session to one or more requests (e.g., analytics track 
ing data communications) corresponding to visitor activity 
from a uniquely identified client. The uniquely identified 
client can be associated with a respective visitor (e.g., user) to 
the publisher's site. Further, sessionization can include tech 
niques for providing/associating campaign information to 
each incoming request. As used herein, campaign informa 
tion may include a page Uniform Resource Identifier (e.g., 
page URI) or referrer path that indicates whether incoming 
traffic to a particular landing page is from an organic cam 
paign (e.g., from a web search), an explicit campaign defined 
by ad keywords, a referral campaign from another website, or 
a direct campaign. In one example, campaign information 
may identify a particular marketing campaign corresponding 
with a set of associated marketing activities. For instance, the 
associated marketing activities can respectively correspond 
to a set of web pages on the publisher's web site. Any visitor 
activity/action related to the set of web pages on the publish 
er's web page can then be associated with the marketing 
campaign. In this manner, the campaign information can 
identify the marketing campaign associated with the visitor 
action(s). 
0027. In current web analytics systems, sessionization 
occurs on the client-side without the involvement of a given 
web analytics system. Each client, however, can implement 
the logic for providing sessions differently, which can result 
in inconsistent sessionization of requests received by the web 
analytics system. 
0028. To address the aforementioned issues with client 
side sessionization, the Subject technology is directed to an 
analytics tracking system which implements, on the server 
side, sessionization of incoming requests or analytics track 
ing data communications to an analytics tracking server. As a 
result, clients can transmit "raw hit or request information in 
each analytics tracking data communication (e.g., without 
performing sessionization beforehand) which include a 
Smaller Subset of analytics tracking data that is transmitted to 
the analytics tracking server. For instance, in contrast to exist 
ing web analytics systems, analytics tracking data transmitted 
from a client(s) does not include session information and/or 
campaign information from prior sessions. Moreover, a first 
"raw hit can contain campaign information. However, the 
campaign information is no longer required to be stored in 
cookies, so that all Subsequent hits will not contain the cam 
paign information given that the analytics tracking server as 
described herein can propagate the campaign information on 
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the server-side. Consequently, network bandwidth can be 
preserved and errors on the client-side can be reduced. 
0029 Client-side sessionization typically provided some 
(or all) of the aforementioned web site tracking (e.g., session 
information, visitor information, campaign information, etc.) 
in one or more first party cookies (e.g., cookies that originated 
from the publisher's site), which are then included in analyt 
ics tracking data communications transmitted to a given web 
analytics server. The herein described analytics tracking sys 
tem minimizes (or even eliminates) reliance on cookies to 
track analytics data by performing sessionization on the 
server side. 
0030 FIG. 1 conceptually illustrates an example commu 
nication flow in an analytics tracking system 100 for receiv 
ing and processing web site tracking data in the form of 
analytics tracking data communications. The analytics track 
ing system 100 includes one or more clients 110. Clients 
include different computing devices such as mobile devices, 
netbooks, laptops, desktop computers, etc. Upon accessing a 
resource on a publisher's web site 120 (such as a web page, 
link, image, etc.), a client transmits web site tracking data as 
an analytics tracking data communication to an analytics 
server 130. In another example, processed data from the 
publishers web site 120 can be transmitted to the clients 110. 
and then the clients 110 can Subsequently transmit analytics 
tracking data to an analytics server 130. 
0031. Although the example system 100 in FIG. 1 illus 
trates a communication flow involving web site tracking data, 
it should be understood that any type of analytics tracking 
data can be included in the system 100 and still be within the 
scope of the subject technology. Moreover, FIG. 1 shows an 
example in which web site tracking data is passed from the 
client 110 to the publishers web site 120 and then to the 
analytics server 130. However, as mentioned before, each 
client can directly transmit analytics tracking data to the 
analytics server 130 (e.g., bypassing the publisher's web site 
120) for processing as further shown in FIG. 1. In one 
example, the publisher's web site includes the code/instruc 
tions for the data that the clients should send to the analytics 
server 130. In another example for tracking analytics data 
from an application on a client, logic is included in the appli 
cation for communication with the analytics server 130. 
0032 Web site tracking data can be transmitted via a net 
work, which can include, but is not limited to, a local network, 
remote network, or an interconnected network of networks 
(e.g., Internet). Moreover, the clients 110, publisher's web 
site 120 and analytics server 130 can be configured to com 
munication over any type of network, Such as a local area 
network, a wide area network, or an interconnected network 
of networks (e.g., the Internet) and by using any sort of 
network/communications protocol (Transmission Control 
Protocol and Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), HTTP, etc.). 
0033. In one example, instead of a single analytics server 
130, the analytics system can include a respective cluster of 
servers/computers that perform a same set of functions in a 
distributed and/or load balanced manner. A cluster can be 
understood as a group of servers/computers that are linked 
together to seamlessly perform the same set of functions, 
which can provide performance, reliability and availability 
advantages over a single server/computer architecture. In an 
example with a group of servers, the analytics system may be 
configured to route event tracking communications associ 
ated with a unique visitor and/or a particular session to the 
same server within the group of servers for processing. 
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0034. Moreover, one or more different tiers of servers can 
be included for processing analytics tracking data associated 
with web analytics. In one example, a multi-tiered system can 
include a tier of collecting servers for receiving incoming 
analytics tracking data communications (e.g., HTTP requests 
for logging web page requests at corresponding web sites). A 
collecting server among the tier of collecting servers that 
receives an incoming communication can determine a par 
ticular logging server in a lower tier to route the incoming 
communication. Upon receiving the incoming communica 
tion, the logging server processes the communication by rout 
ing the communication to a tier of long-term storage servers 
for persistent storage. Incoming analytics tracking data com 
munications can then be routed to a tier of one or more 
analytics servers (e.g., from the collecting tier). 
0035. Irrespective of whether a single server or multiple 
analytics servers are provided, each analytics server imple 
ments session logic in order provide sessionization of incom 
ing web site tracking data received in analytics tracking data 
communications. In the following description, an example 
process for sessionizing an analytics tracking data communi 
cation from a unique visitor is described in further detail. 
0036. In some configurations, the analytics server(s) 130 
may be provided as a system. The system may include 
memory, one or more processors, and one or more modules 
stored in memory and configured for execution by the one or 
more processors. The system may include an analytics data 
module configured to receive an analytics tracking data com 
munication, and determine analytics tracking data from the 
received analytics tracking data communication in which the 
analytics tracking data includes data for tracking an activity 
associated with a web site or application and includes visitor 
information. The system may further include a session mod 
ule configured to create a new session associated with the 
analytics tracking data if it is determined that the activity is 
associated with an initial visit of a unique visitor correspond 
ing to the visitor information, determine campaign informa 
tion for populating the new session associated with the ana 
lytics tracking data, and store the analytics tracking data 
including the determined campaign information. 
0037. In some configurations, the session module is fur 
ther configured to determine if an active session is associated 
with the analytics tracking data if it is not the initial visit for 
the unique visitor, determine campaign information for popu 
lating the active session associated with the analytics tracking 
data, and store the analytics tracking data including the deter 
mined campaign information. Additionally, the session mod 
ule is further configured to create a new session associated 
with the analytics tracking data if no active session is associ 
ated with the analytics tracking data in Some configurations. 
0038 FIG. 2 conceptually illustrates an example process 
200 for generating session information based on an analytics 
tracking data communication of Some configurations. More 
specifically, FIG. 2 illustrates the process performed by an 
analytics server to sessionize analytics tracking data commu 
nications based on analytics tracking data included in an 
analytics tracking data communication. 
0039. The process 200 starts at 205 when an analytics 
tracking data communication is received. Referring to FIG.1. 
an analytics tracking data communication is received by the 
analytics server 130 after one of the clients 110 accesses a 
resource (e.g., web page, link, image, etc.) on the publisher's 
web site 120. 
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0040. The process 200 at 210 determines analytics track 
ing data from the received analytics tracking data communi 
cation. In one example, the analytics tracking data includes at 
least visitor information. For instance, visitor information can 
include a unique ID String associated with a unique visitor 
that accesses the publisher's web site. The visitor information 
does not necessarily identify a particular end-user. For 
example, the visitor information can be a anonymized iden 
tifier that is determined based on different information such as 
the visitors web browser or client, the visitor's hostname, IP 
address, etc. Additionally, the analytics tracking data also 
includes a timestamp that represents a time and/or date in 
which the unique visitor visited the publishers web site (e.g., 
activity indicating access of a resource on the publisher's web 
site). A timestamp in Some implementations is a sequence of 
alphanumeric characters that denotes the date and/or time in 
which a particular event occurred. In some instances, a client 
can inaccurately report a time in which an event occurred 
(e.g., due to an incorrect clock reading and/or setting). To 
address this issue, in one example, a timestamp represents a 
delta or an elapsed amount of time in which an event was 
recorded/detected by a client to when the event was transmit 
ted as part of the analytics tracking data to the analytics server. 
0041. The process 200 at 215 determines if an initial visit 
for the unique visitor has occurred. In one example, this 
determination is made based on whether the unique visitor 
has any record of visiting the publisher's web site. For 
example, if a prior timestamp or other analytics data does not 
exist for the unique visitor, the process 200 determines that 
the received analytics tracking data communication is an 
initial visit to the publisher's web site for the unique visitor. In 
an instance where no such record is found for the unique 
visitor, the process 200 continues to 230 to create a new 
session for the unique visitor. In one example, a new session 
can be created by storing the timestamp from the analytics 
tracking data to indicate a start time of a new session for the 
unique visitor. 
0042. Alternatively, if it is determined that this is not the 
initial visit for the unique visitor (e.g., the unique visitor has 
previously visited the publishers web site), the process 200 
continues to 220 to determine a last visit of the unique visitor 
based on a timestamp. In one example, the process 200 can 
determine the last visit based on a prior timestamp of previous 
activity associated with the unique visitor (e.g., a timestamp 
included in previously received analytics tracking data). The 
timestamp can be understood as one example of a session 
boundary condition. However, the process 200 can utilize 
other session boundary conditions to determine an initial visit 
for the unique visitor. For instance, the process 200 deter 
mines a last visit of the unique visitor based on other session 
boundary conditions. By way of example, other session 
boundary conditions can include new campaign information, 
a session marker indicating a new session, or a session tim 
eout. Each of the aforementioned session boundary condi 
tions can indicate that a new session should be created for the 
unique visitor. Additional types of session boundary condi 
tions can be considered and still be within the scope of the 
Subject technology. 
0043 Based on the determination at 220, the process 200 
continues to 225 to determine if an active session exists for the 
unique visitor. In one example, an active session can be deter 
mined by looking up a stored timestamp that indicates when 
the active session started. In some configurations, after pre 
determined time of inactivity (e.g., 30 minutes), a session is 
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considered inactive or expired (e.g., session timeout). Thus, if 
it is determined that there is no active session (e.g., no times 
tamp indicating when the active session started, or if the 
timestamp is older thana predetermined time period, etc.), the 
process 200 continues to 230 to create a new session for the 
user. Further, as described above, each of the aforementioned 
session boundary conditions determined at 220 (e.g., new 
campaign information, session marker, session timeout, etc.) 
can indicate that a new session should be created (effectively 
determining that an active session does not exist), and the 
process 200 then continues to 230. Alternatively, if an active 
session exists, the process 200 continues to 235 to populate 
visitor and/or session-related information as further 
described below. 
0044. After creating the new session at 230 (e.g., coming 
from either 215 or 225) or determining that an active session 
exists at 225, the process 200 continues to 235 to populate 
visitor and/or session-related information. For instance, the 
analytics server determines, based on configuration informa 
tion associated with one or more pages of the publisher's web 
site, visitor and/or session-related information to populate 
with the received analytics tracking data. Further, the visitor 
and/or session-related information is based on analytics data 
included in the received analytics tracking data, such as visi 
tor information or campaign information. For example, cam 
paign information can be populated with the received analyt 
ics tracking data. In one example, the campaign information 
includes a name for a marketing campaign (e.g., “Product 
XYC.” “Local Sports Event,” “Famous Person,” etc.). As 
described before, the campaign information identifies a par 
ticular marketing campaign corresponding with a set of asso 
ciated marketing activities. For instance, the associated mar 
keting activities can respectively correspond to a set of web 
pages on the publisher's web site. Any visitor activity/action 
related to the set of web pages on the publisher's web site can 
then be associated with the marketing campaign. 
0045. The process 200 at 240 stores and/or persists the 
analytics tracking data including the campaign information. 
In one example, the analytics tracking data is stored in non 
persistent storage on a temporary basis before being commit 
ted to persistent storage in Some configurations. In one 
example, the process 200 stores the analytics tracking data in 
a web properties table stored in memory (e.g., random access 
memory) of the analytics server. For instance, the analytics 
tracking data may be segmented according to the campaign 
information. The process 200 then ends. 
0046. In addition, the analytics server can delay writing 
the analytics tracking data stored in non-persistent storage to 
(permanent or long-term) persistent storage after a predeter 
mined period of time has elapsed. For instance, the analytics 
server can wait until all analytics data is received for a par 
ticular day, and once the sessionization data has stabilized for 
that day, the server will then write the analytics data (perma 
nently) to persistent storage on the following day. In this 
manner, the analytics server can account for changes to any 
state information associated with incoming analytics tracking 
data. 

II. Centralized Server-Side Configuration Driven 
Sessionization to Provide Consistent Business Logic 
0047. In a given web analytics system, each page on a 
publisher's site is configured separately (even with the same 
attributes). For example, each page can include lists for 
search engines (e.g., for tracking referrals, organic traffic, 
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etc.), cookie timeout/expiration setting, session timeout/ex 
piration setting, etc. However, per-page configuration is 
prone to error (e.g., search engine list is incorrect or timeout 
information was set incorrectly for one of the pages on the 
publisher's site). Further, modifications of configuration may 
not immediately reflect to all the clients due to HTTP caching. 
Consequently, the publisher (e.g., developers responsible for 
the pages) has the burden to provide and maintain similar 
configurations on all pages for client-side sessionization to be 
performed consistently. 
0048. To address the above issues, the subject technology 
provides for server-side configuration of resources (e.g., web 
pages, etc.) on a publisher's web site to provide consistent 
sessionization of incoming analytics tracking data communi 
cations (e.g., requests from clients including analytics track 
ing data for unique visitors). 
0049 FIG. 3 conceptually illustrates various attributes 
that are included in example resource configurations for one 
or more pages of a publisher's web site. In one example, an 
analytics server stores one or more resource configurations 
that respectively correspond to different pages from the pub 
lishers web site. In this fashion, the business logic (based on 
the resource configurations) for sessionization of visitor 
activity from analytics tracking data is provided at the server 
side. Thus, any changes to the resource configurations are 
reflected immediately without the potential for not being 
properly applied during sessionization due to caching on the 
client-side or publisher's web site or incorrect configuration 
on the client-side or publisher's web site. 
0050. As illustrated, FIG. 3 includes different resources 
305,310,315 and 330 corresponding to different resources 
(e.g., web pages) on a publishers web site. At the analytics 
server, resource configurations 320, 325 and 335 are pro 
vided. As shown, resources 305 and 310 correspond to 
resource configuration 320, and resource 315 corresponds to 
resource configuration 325. The resource configuration 320 
includes different attributes in comparison with the resource 
configuration 325. For instance, the respective search engine 
lists and timeout attributes are different for resource configu 
rations 320 and 325. In one example, timeout attributes can 
include timeouts for session timeout/expiration (e.g., 30 min 
utes) and/or campaign timeout/expiration (e.g., 6 months). As 
further shown, resource configurations 320 and 325 include 
one or more campaign attributes and other attributes. In one 
example, other attributes include attributes related to visitor 
attributes, customattributes, etc. The analytics server can also 
include other resource configurations 335 for other pages 
from the publisher's web site. 
0051 Although the example resource configurations 
shown in FIG. 3 include a set of attributes, it should be 
understood that each resource configuration is not required to 
include all of the attributes shown in FIG. 3. Additionally, 
each resource configuration can include other attributes not 
illustrated in the example of FIG. 3 and still be within the 
Scope of the Subject technology. 
0052. In the following section, an example process for 
applying a resource configuration during sessionizinganana 
lytics tracking data communication from a unique visitor is 
described in further detail. 
0053 FIG. 4 conceptually illustrates an example process 
400 for determining resource configuration information for 
applying to analytics tracking data. More specifically, FIG. 4 
illustrates the process performed by an analytics server to 
apply resource configuration information in order to session 
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ize analytics tracking data communications based on analyt 
ics tracking data included in an analytics tracking data com 
munication. In one example, the process 400 can be 
performed conjunctively with the process 200 described by 
reference to FIG. 2. 
0054 As described before, web site traffic data can be in 
the form of the aforementioned analytics tracking data com 
munications (e.g., HTTP requests or “hits” that are generated 
from various user devices and/or clients). Each analytics 
tracking data communication can be triggered upon loading 
of a web page or resource (e.g., image file, banner ad, audio 
file, etc.) on the web site by a particular visitor to a publisher's 
web site. For the purpose of web site analytics reporting, the 
associated web site tracking data (e.g., included in associated 
HTTP requests) can include a web property ID (e.g., an 
account identifier that identifies a publisher's analytics 
account of a particular web site), visitor identity data (e.g., 
anonymized identifier corresponding to a unique client 
device), an event statistic(s) (Such as a timestamp of the 
current web page communication), and user data Such as 
location data (i.e., geographical information) associated with 
the visitor to the publisher's web site. 
0055. The process 400 begins at 405 by determining 
resource information based on analytics tracking data from an 
analytics tracking data communication (e.g., received by the 
analytics server in a request). In one example, the resource 
information includes information identifying a page from the 
publishers web site in which the visitor activity or event 
occurred. The process 400 at 410 determines resource con 
figuration information based on the determined resource 
information. The process 400 at 415 applies one or more 
attributes from the determined resource configuration to the 
analytics tracking data. In one example, the analytics server 
applies the attributes during sessionization of a received ana 
lytics tracking data communication as described before in 
FIG. 2. The process 400 then ends. 

III. Persist and Process Analytics Data Dimensions for 
Server-Side Sessionization 

0056 Analytics data (e.g., campaign information, visitor 
activity, etc.) are stored locally on the client via cookies. 
However, reliance on client-side cookies can have several 
weaknesses: 1) unreliability due to cookies being deleted or 
not Supported on certain clients and 2) each hit on a publish 
er's web site that reports analytics data sends redundant infor 
mation (e.g., in one or more cookies) to a given analytics 
server. Further, as described before, the utilization of cookies 
increases an amount of network bandwidth required for trans 
mitting (on the client-side) and receiving (on the server-side) 
cookies. 
0057. As described before, analytics tracking data based 
on visitor activity (“web site tracking data') can be included 
in the aforementioned analytics tracking data communica 
tions (e.g., HTTP requests or “hits” that are generated from 
various user devices and/or clients). Each analytics tracking 
data communication can be triggered upon loading of a web 
page or resource (e.g., image file, banner ad, audio file, etc.) 
on the web site by a particular visitor to a publisher's web site. 
For the purpose of web site analytics reporting, the associated 
web site tracking data (e.g., included in associated HTTP 
requests) can include a web property ID (e.g., an account 
identifier that identifies a publishers analytics account of a 
particular web site), visitor identity data (e.g., anonymized 
identifier corresponding to a unique client device), an event 
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statistic(s) (Such as a timestamp of the current web page 
communication), and user data Such as location data (i.e., 
geographical information) associated with the visitor to the 
publishers web site. However, in existing web analytics sys 
tems, redundant analytics tracking data is included in each 
analytics tracking data communication that is transmitted to a 
given web analytics system. 
0.058 To address the aforementioned issues, the subject 
technology further provides for propagating analytics track 
ing data from an initial incoming analytics tracking data 
communication received from a unique client (e.g., visitor to 
a publisher's web site) to subsequently received analytics 
tracking data communications from the unique client. 
0059 FIG. 5 conceptually illustrates an example commu 
nication flow in an analytics tracking system 500 from a client 
computing device to an analytics server for propagating infor 
mation from an initial analytics tracking data communication 
(e.g., for a new session) to Subsequent analytics tracking data 
communications. 
0060. As illustrated, the analytics tracking system 500 
includes a client computing device 510, a publisher's web site 
520 and an analytics server 540. In the example shown in FIG. 
5, the client computing device 510 visits the publishers web 
site 520 and accesses several resources hosted on the publish 
er's web site, which are then reported to the analytics server 
540 as different analytics tracking data communications. For 
each visitor action, the publisher's web site 520 can transmit 
a response communication in order to set one or more cookies 
on the client computing device 510. Further, for each visitor 
action on the publisher's web site 520 by the client computing 
device 510, a respective hit (e.g., corresponding to a respec 
tive analytics tracking data communication) is transmitted to 
the analytics server 540. In one example, a first hit 530 (shown 
as “Hit 1') represents an initial visitor activity tracked on the 
publishers web site 520 that is reported to the analytics server 
540. Subsequent hits 532,534 and 536 for subsequent visitor 
activity are then reported to the analytics server 540. In some 
instances, as further shown in FIG.5, one or more hits 538 can 
be transmitted from the client computing device 510 to the 
analytics server 540. 
0061. At the analytics tracking server 540, incoming ana 
lytics tracking data communications can be stored in a table 
550 (or similar data structure) for tracking different analytics 
data from the analytics tracking data communications. As 
shown, the table 550 includes analytics data 562 correspond 
ing to the first hit 530. In one example, the analytics data 562 
can include one or more dimensions corresponding to differ 
ent attributes 560 Such as campaign information, gender of a 
unique visitor, and session information. In one example, the 
gender of the unique visitor can be provided based on user 
profile information of the unique visitor on the publisher's 
web site. Other dimensions for other attributes can be 
included in the analytics data 562 and still be within the scope 
of the subject technology. The different attributes for the 
different dimensions are stored by the analytics server 540 for 
future retrieval. In this manner, Subsequent hits reporting 
visitor activity on the publisher's web site 520 are not 
required to include such attributes. For instance, JavaScript TM 
code on the publishers web site is included on a set of pages 
to instruct the client to only include certain attributes upon a 
particular visit from the unique client. In Subsequent visits to 
the publisher's web site, the attributes are not included in 
analytics tracking data communications transmitted to the 
analytics server. For each Subsequent incoming analytics 
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tracking data communication, the analytics server propagates 
the stored attributes 560 to analytics data 564,566,567 and 
568. As further shown, the analytics data 567 includes state 
changing information (e.g., "Campaign: 456”) that has been 
propagated to Hit N in 568, which is an example of partial 
propagation of an attribute described in further detail below. 
0062 FIG. 6 describes an example process 600 for propa 
gating information from an initial analytics tracking data 
communication to Subsequent analytics tracking data com 
munications at an analytics server. 
0063. The process 600 begins at 605 by receiving an ana 
lytics tracking data communication. The process 600 at 610 
determines if the analytics tracking data communication is a 
hit with state changing information based on analytics track 
ing data included in the received analytics tracking data com 
munication. State changing information can include new 
campaign information, new visitor information, etc. Other 
types of state changing information can be considered and 
still be within the scope of the subject technology. 
0064. If it is determined at 610 that the received analytics 
tracking data communication is a hit with state changing 
information, the process 600 continues to 615 to determine 
one or more attributes from analytics tracking data included 
in the analytics tracking data communication. By way of 
example, for each attribute included in the analytics tracking 
data, the process 600 makes a determination whether the 
attribute (e.g., the attribute includes state changing informa 
tion) should be stored in order to propagate to other hits. 
0065. The process 600 at 620 then stores the one or more 
attributes for propagating to other analytics tracking data 
communications. In one example, the one or more attributes 
can include state changing information (e.g., new campaign 
information) as described above. The process 600 at 625 then 
determines if any existing attributes should be partially 
propagated to the (current) received analytics tracking data. 
For instance, it is possible that previously received analytics 
tracking data now stored at the analytics server includes gen 
der information for a visitor that should be propagated to the 
received analytics tracking data. If any existing attributes 
should be propagated, the process 600 continues to 630 to 
propagate such attributes to the analytics tracking data 
included in the received analytics tracking data communica 
tion. The process 600 then continues to 635 to store and/or 
persist the analytics tracking data including the propagated 
attribute(s). In one example, the analytics tracking data is 
stored in non-persistent storage on a temporary basis before 
being committed to persistent storage in Some configurations. 
Alternatively, if a determination is made that no attribute 
should be propagated at 625, the process 600 continues to 635 
to store the analytics tracking data. 
0066. If the process 600 determines at 610 that the 
received analytics tracking data communication is not a hit 
with State changing information, then the process 600 contin 
ues to 630 in order to propagate any stored attributes to 
analytics tracking data included in the received analytics 
tracking data communication. The process 600 then contin 
ues to 635 to store the analytics tracking data including the 
propagated attributes. The analytics tracking data is stored in 
non-persistent storage on a temporary basis before being 
committed to persistent storage in Some configurations. In 
this manner, additional analytics data corresponding to one or 
more different dimensions are applied to this Subsequent 
analytics tracking data and is consistent with the initial ana 
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lytics tracking data communication reported to the analytics 
server. The process 600 then ends. 
0067. In addition, the analytics server can delay writing 
the analytics tracking data stored in non-persistent storage to 
(permanent or long-term) persistent storage after a predeter 
mined period of time has elapsed. For instance, the analytics 
server can wait until all analytics data is received for a par 
ticular day, and once the State changing data (e.g., one or more 
attributes) has stabilized for that day, the server will then write 
the analytics data (permanently) to persistent storage on the 
following day. In this manner, the analytics server can 
account for changes to any state information associated with 
incoming analytics tracking data. 

IV. Dynamic Sessionization of Analytics Data 
0068. In a typical analytics system, analytics data for visi 
tor activity ("hit' or “hits”) at a publisher's web site is ses 
sionized at the client-side and then reported to a web analytics 
server for processing as different hits. These hits are received 
by a web analytics server and then stored according to cam 
paign information and/or session information included in the 
hits. However, the network connectivity of some client com 
puting devices (such as mobile devices) could be unreliable in 
some instances. Moreover, given the distributed nature of the 
analytics tracking system in one example (e.g., the system is 
hosted on several distributed servers), it is possible that hits 
are received out of order due to different buffers and delays of 
each server. In these instances, hits for a particular session can 
be received late (and/or out of order) past the lifetime of 
forming the session. Prior to receiving a late hit for a session, 
a query of analytics data corresponding to the session would 
not be accurate. Thus, analytics data already stored by the 
web analytics server may not accurately reflect visitor activity 
at the publisher's web site for corresponding campaigns or 
sessions in which hits are received late. 
0069. In an example in which a late hit included new 
campaign information, the web analytics server would have 
to perform further processing (e.g., deletion and modification 
of existing analytics data erroneously associated with a dif 
ferent campaign) to update the stored analytics data to reflect 
the new campaign information. For instance, a given analytics 
tracking system would immediately commit analytics track 
ing data to persistent storage. In the event of a late hit includ 
ing new campaign information and before the analytics data is 
updated, any query to the analytics server for the analytics 
data would not be accurate with respect to the visitor activity 
for a particular campaign. Thus, it can be advantageous to 
delay committing analytics tracking data to persistent storage 
in light of potentially receiving late hits. 
0070. In the herein described analytics tracking system in 
which sessionization of analytics data is performed at an 
analytics server, the analytics data that is reported to the 
analytics server is often received without any session and/or 
campaign information (e.g., the analytics data is “stateless'). 
Thus, the analytics server performs sessionization at the 
server-side in order to determine an existing session or create 
a new session for analytics data, and then populates campaign 
information for the analytics data associated with the session. 
0071. To address the aforementioned issues, the subject 
technology provides configurations for dynamically session 
izing analytics tracking data stored by the analytics server for 
responding to a query for analytics tracking data. In light of 
potentially receiving late hits, the analytics server performs 
dynamic sessionizing of analytics tracking data instead of 
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relying on previously committed analytics tracking data in 
persistent storage, which may not accurately reflect new cam 
paign information received in a late hit. More specifically, any 
received tracking data is not immediately committed to per 
sistent storage and, in one example, kept in non-persistent 
storage on a temporary basis. The analytics server can then 
delay committing the analytics tracking data after a specified 
period of time (e.g., in the following day) to account for late 
hits that contain new campaign information. 
0072. As described before, analytics tracking data based 
on visitor activity (“web site tracking data') on a publisher's 
web site can be included the aforementioned analytics track 
ing data communications (e.g., HTTP requests or “hits” that 
are generated from various user devices and/or clients) that 
are received and processed by the analytics server. 
0073 FIG. 7 describes an example process 700 for pro 
viding aggregated analytics tracking data associated with a 
dynamically generated session in response to a query for 
analytics tracking data. The process 700 can be performed by 
the analytics server in one example. 
0074 The process 700 begins at 705 by receiving a query 
for analytics tracking data associated with a period of time. In 
one example, the period of time can cover a particular day (or 
any sub-period of time therein) in which analytics data is 
being reported to the analytics server. The process 700 at 710 
aggregates analytics tracking data for the period of time in 
order to associate the aggregated analytics tracking data with 
a dynamically generated session. In one example, the server 
dynamically generates a session in response to the received 
query. The server will then aggregate, for a unique visitor, 
analytics tracking data already received by the server that fall 
within the period of time based on the query. Given that the 
analytics data can be delayed for being committed to persis 
tent storage, it should be understood that the aggregation of 
analytics tracking data can include analytics tracking data 
already committed in persistent storage and/or analytics 
tracking data that has yet to be committed to persistent storage 
(e.g., the data is currently stored on a temporary basis) for the 
period of time specified in the query. In view of the above, if 
new campaign information is received in a late hit, the 
dynamically generated session of the aggregation of analytics 
tracking data will be based on the new campaign information. 
In this manner, the process 700 can provide up-to-date ana 
lytics tracking databased on the new campaign information. 
0075. At 715, the process 700 provides the aggregated 
analytics tracking data associated with the dynamically gen 
erated session in response to the query. The dynamically 
generated session can be understood as a “throw away' or 
temporary session that is utilized for responding to a query 
request. By utilizing a dynamically generated session, the 
analytics server can provide up-to-date analytics tracking 
data in response to a query because sessionization occurs 
on-the-fly. Instead of immediately committing the analytics 
tracking data and relying on Such data, the analytics server 
utilizes a dynamically generated session to aggregate analyt 
ics tracking data to account for late hits with new campaign 
information that could affect the data returned in the query. 
The process 700 then ends. 
0076 Although the example process 700 is described in 
connection with a single dynamically generated session, it 
should be understood that analytics tracking data can be 
aggregated for multiple dynamically generated sessions. In 
an example, in which a query requests a time period that 
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includes more than one session, the analytics server can gen 
erate multiple sessions for aggregating the analytics tracking 
data. 

V. Techniques for Delay Processing to Support Offline Hits 

0077. As described above, hits may be received late and/or 
out-of-order from an order in which corresponding visitor 
activity occurred at a publisher's web site or an application. 
The subject technology addresses late or out-of-order hits by 
performing dynamic sessionization of hits in which hits are 
split and/or merged from a previously associated session into 
a different session. FIG. 8 conceptually illustrates an example 
time sequence in which different hits are received at an ana 
lytics server. More specifically, the example in FIG. 8 shows 
different stages 801, 802 and 803 that different hits are 
received. 
(0078. As illustrated in the stage 801, hits 830 (“Hit 1'), 
835 (“Hit 3') and 840 (“Hit 5”) are received in close temporal 
proximity to each other based on respective timestamps of 
each hit. Hit 850 (“Hit 6) is received at a later time. In one 
example, analytics tracking data including a timestamp is 
included in each hit. A hits timestamp denotes a respective 
time in which visitor activity on a publisher's web site or an 
application was logged. For instance, the respective times 
tamps of hit 840 and hit 850 can indicate that the hits indicate 
respective activity that was logged more than a session tim 
eout period apart (e.g., 30 minutes apart). As a result, the 
analytics server groups hits 830, 835 and 840 into a first 
session 810 and hit 850 into a second session 820. 
0079. In the stage 802, hits 860 (“Hit 4) and 865 (“Hit 2) 
are received later (e.g., past the expiration time of the first and 
second sessions). Similarly, hits 860 and 865 include analyt 
ics tracking data including respective timestamps in which 
visitor activity is logged. Further, hit 860 includes state 
changing information Such as new campaign information. 
Based on the new campaign information included in hit 860, 
the analytics server determines that hit 860 should start a new 
session. Further, the analytics server determines that hit 865 
should be included in the first session 810 based on the times 
tamp of hit 865. 
0080. In the stage 803, the analytics server utilizes the new 
campaign information in hit 860 to move hit 840 from the first 
session 810 to the newly created second session 870. In one 
example, the timestamp of hit 840 is closer in time to the 
timestamp of hit 860 (e.g., within a session timeout period). 
As a result, the analytics server makes a determination that hit 
840 should be associated with the second session 870. In 
other words, the analytics server determines, by utilizing the 
new campaign information included in hit 860 and by com 
paring the respective timestamps of hits 840 and 860, that hit 
840 should be included in the Second session 870 with hit 860. 
Based on the respective timestamps of hit 840 and hit 850 
(e.g., the respective timestamps are more than a session tim 
eout period apart), the analytics server can determine that hit 
850 should be included in a third session 820. In some con 
figurations, a hit associated with a new campaign is included 
in a separate session from prior hits in a different session. In 
one example, the state changing information included in hit 
860 is propagated to the hit 840 in the second session 870. In 
this manner, state changing information received from a late 
hit (e.g., hit 860) is propagated to Subsequent hits in the same 
session (e.g., hit 840). In another example, the state changing 
information included in hit 860 is propagated to the hit 850 in 
the third session 820. In this manner, State changing informa 
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tion received from a late hit (e.g., hit 860) is propagated to 
subsequent hits in another session (e.g., hit 850). 
0081 Further shown in the stage 803, the analytics server 
includes the hit 865 in the first session 810. In one example, 
the respective timestamps of hit 865 is closer in time to the 
respective timestamps of hits 830 and 835. Consequently, the 
analytics server makes a determination that hit 865 should be 
included with hits 830 and 835 in the first Session 810 based 
on the respective timestamps of hits 830, 835 and 865. 
0082. As illustrated, the first session 810 now includes hits 
830,865 and 835 and the second session 870 includes hits 860 
and 840, and the third session 820 includes hit 850. In this 
manner, the analytics server can split and merge different hits 
into other sessions based on new campaign information, 
which enables the server to dynamically sessionize hits ifhits 
are received late and/or out-of-order as shown in the example 
of FIG. 8. 
0083. The following example process describes how an 
analytics dynamically splits and merges an incoming analyt 
ics tracking data communication ("hit') with previously 
received analytics tracking data from prior hits. FIG. 9 con 
ceptually illustrates an example process 900 for handling late 
and/or out-of-order analytics tracking data communications. 
As described before, analytics tracking databased on visitor 
activity (“web site tracking data') on a publisher's web site or 
an application can be included the aforementioned analytics 
tracking data communications (e.g., HTTP requests or “hits” 
that are generated from various user devices and/or clients) 
that are received and processed by the analytics server. 
I0084. The process 900 begins at 905 by receiving an ana 
lytics tracking data communication. The process 900 at 910 
determines a timestamp included in analytics tracking data 
from the received analytics tracking data communication. At 
915, the process 900 determines if new state changing infor 
mation is included in the analytics tracking data. In one 
example, new state changing information includes, but is not 
limited to, new campaign information. In another example, 
new state changing information includes, but is not limited to, 
gender information. If so, the process 900 continues to 920 to 
determine a session based on new state changing information 
and/or a timestamp. In one example, new state changing 
information includes new campaign information that creates 
a new session. In another example, new state changing infor 
mation includes gender information where a new session will 
not be created by the new state changing information and the 
session will be determined by a timestamp. The process 900 
continues to 925 to associate other analytics tracking data 
included in received analytics tracking data communication 
(s) with the session. 
0085 Alternatively if no new state changing information 

is received at 915, the process 900 continues to 930 to deter 
mine a session based on the timestamp included in the ana 
lytics tracking data. The process 900 at 935 then associates 
analytics tracking data included in the received analytics 
tracking data communication with the session. The process 
900 then ends. 

XX. Example System Architecture 
I0086. The following section describes an example system 
that implements aspects of the above described invention. 
0087 Many of the above-described features and applica 
tions are implemented as Software processes that are specified 
as a set of instructions recorded on a computer readable 
storage medium (also referred to as computer readable 
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medium). When these instructions are executed by one or 
more processing unit(s) (e.g., one or more processors, cores 
of processors, or other processing units), they cause the pro 
cessing unit(s) to perform the actions indicated in the instruc 
tions. Examples of computer readable media include, but are 
not limited to, CD-ROMs, flash drives, RAM chips, hard 
drives, EPROMs, etc. The computer readable media does not 
include carrier waves and electronic signals passing wire 
lessly or over wired connections. 
I0088. In this specification, the term “software' is meant to 
include firmware residing in read-only memory or applica 
tions stored in magnetic storage, which can be read into 
memory for processing by a processor. Also, in some imple 
mentations, multiple Software inventions can be implemented 
as Sub-parts of a larger program while remaining distinct 
Software inventions. In some implementations, multiple soft 
ware inventions can also be implemented as separate pro 
grams. Finally, any combination of separate programs that 
together implement a software invention described here is 
within the scope of the invention. In some implementations, 
the Software programs, when installed to operate on one or 
more systems, define one or more specific machine imple 
mentations that execute and perform the operations of the 
Software programs. 
0089. A computer program (also known as a program, 
Software, Software application, Script, or code) can be written 
in any form of programming language, including compiled or 
interpreted languages, declarative or procedural languages, 
and it can be deployed in any form, including as a standalone 
program or as a module, component, Subroutine, object, or 
other unit Suitable for use in a computing environment. A 
computer program may, but need not, correspond to a file in a 
file system. A program can be stored in a portion of a file that 
holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more scripts stored 
in a markup language document), in a single file dedicated to 
the program in question, or in multiple coordinated files (e.g., 
files that store one or more modules, Sub programs, or por 
tions of code). A computer program can be deployed to be 
executed on one computer or on multiple computers that are 
located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and 
interconnected by a communication network. 
(0090 FIG. 10 conceptually illustrates a system 1000 with 
which some implementations of the Subject technology may 
be implemented. The system 1000 can be a computer, phone, 
PDA, or any other sort of electronic device. Such a system 
includes various types of computer readable media and inter 
faces for various other types of computer readable media. The 
system 1000 includes a bus 1005, processing unit(s) 1010, a 
system memory 1015, a read-only memory 1020, a storage 
device 1025, an optional input interface 1030, an optional 
output interface 1035, and a network interface 1040. 
(0091. The bus 1005 collectively represents all system, 
peripheral, and chipset buses that communicatively connect 
the numerous internal devices of the system 1000. For 
instance, the bus 1005 communicatively connects the pro 
cessing unit(s) 1010 with the read-only memory 1020, the 
system memory 1015, and the storage device 1025. 
0092. From these various memory units, the processing 
unit(s) 1010 retrieves instructions to execute and data to pro 
cess in order to execute the processes of the invention. The 
processing unit(s) can be a single processor or a multi-core 
processor in different implementations. 
(0093. The read-only-memory (ROM) 1020 stores static 
data and instructions that are needed by the processing unit(s) 
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1010 and other modules of the system 1000. The storage 
device 1025, on the other hand, is a read-and-write memory 
device. This device is a non-volatile memory unit that stores 
instructions and data even when the system 1000 is off. Some 
implementations of the invention use a mass-storage device 
(such as a magnetic or optical disk and its corresponding disk 
drive) as the storage device 1025. 
0094. Other implementations use a removable storage 
device (such as a flash drive, a floppy disk, and its correspond 
ing disk drive) as the storage device 1025. Like the storage 
device 1025, the system memory 1015 is a read-and-write 
memory device. However, unlike storage device 1025, the 
system memory 1015 is a volatile read-and-write memory, 
such a random access memory. The system memory 1015 
stores some of the instructions and data that the processor 
needs at runtime. In some implementations, the invention’s 
processes are stored in the system memory 1015, the storage 
device 1025, and/or the read-only memory 1020. For 
example, the various memory units include instructions for 
processing multimedia items in accordance with some imple 
mentations. From these various memory units, the processing 
unit(s) 1010 retrieves instructions to execute and data to pro 
cess in order to execute the processes of Some implementa 
tions. 
0095. The bus 1005 also connects to the optional input and 
output interfaces 1030 and 1035. The optional input interface 
1030 enables the user to communicate information and select 
commands to the system. The optional input interface 1030 
can interface with alphanumeric keyboards and pointing 
devices (also called “cursor control devices'). The optional 
output interface 1035 can provide display images generated 
by the system 1000. The optional output interface 1035 can 
interface with printers and display devices, such as cathode 
ray tubes (CRT) or liquid crystal displays (LCD). Some 
implementations can interface with devices such as a touch 
screen that functions as both input and output devices. 
0096 Finally, as shown in FIG. 10, bus 1005 also couples 
system 1000 to a network interface 1040 through a network 
adapter (not shown). In this manner, the computer can be a 
part of a network of computers (such as a local area network 
(“LAN”), a wide area network (“WAN), or an Intranet, oran 
interconnected network of networks. Such as the Internet. Any 
or all components of system 1000 can be used in conjunction 
with the invention. 

0097. These functions described above can be imple 
mented in digital electronic circuitry, in computer Software, 
firmware or hardware. The techniques can be implemented 
using one or more computer program products. Program 
mable processors and computers can be included in or pack 
aged as mobile devices. The processes and logic flows can be 
performed by one or more programmable processors and by 
one or more programmable logic circuitry. General and spe 
cial purpose computing devices and storage devices can be 
interconnected through communication networks. 
0098. Some implementations include electronic compo 
nents, such as microprocessors, storage and memory that 
store computer program instructions in a machine-readable or 
computer-readable medium (alternatively referred to as com 
puter-readable storage media, machine-readable media, or 
machine-readable storage media). Some examples of Such 
computer-readable media include RAM, ROM, read-only 
compact discs (CD-ROM), recordable compact discs (CD 
R), rewritable compact discs (CD-RW), read-only digital ver 
satile discs (e.g., DVD-ROM, dual-layer DVD-ROM), a vari 
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ety of recordable/rewritable DVDs (e.g., DVD-RAM, DVD 
RW, DVD+RW, etc.), flash memory (e.g., SD cards, mini-SD 
cards, micro-SD cards, etc.), magnetic and/or Solid state hard 
drives, read-only and recordable Blu-Ray(R) discs, ultra den 
sity optical discs, any other optical or magnetic media, and 
floppy disks. The computer-readable media can store a com 
puter program that is executable by at least one processing 
unit and includes sets of instructions for performing various 
operations. Examples of computer programs or computer 
code include machine code, Such as is produced by a com 
piler, and files including higher-level code that are executed 
by a computer, an electronic component, or a microprocessor 
using an interpreter. 

(0099 While the above discussion primarily refers to 
microprocessor or multi-core processors that execute soft 
ware, Some implementations are performed by one or more 
integrated circuits, such as application specific integrated 
circuits (ASICs) or field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs). 
In some implementations, such integrated circuits execute 
instructions that are stored on the circuit itself. 

0100. As used in this specification and any claims of this 
application, the terms “computer”, “server”, “processor, and 
“memory' all refer to electronic or other technological 
devices. These terms exclude people or groups of people. For 
the purposes of the specification, the terms display or display 
ing means displaying on an electronic device. As used in this 
specification and any claims of this application, the terms 
"computer readable medium” and “computer readable 
media” are entirely restricted to tangible, physical objects that 
store information in a form that is readable by a computer. 
These terms exclude any wireless signals, wired download 
signals, and any other ephemeral signals. 
0101 To provide for interaction with a user, implementa 
tions of the Subject matter described in this specification can 
be implemented on a computer having a display device, e.g., 
a CRT (cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) 
monitor, for displaying information to the user and a key 
board and a pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a trackball, by 
which the user can provide input to the computer. Other kinds 
of devices can be used to provide for interaction with a user as 
well; for example, feedback provided to the user can be any 
form of sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory 
feedback, or tactile feedback; and input from the user can be 
received in any form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile 
input. In addition, a computer can interact with a user by 
sending documents to and receiving documents from a device 
that is used by the user; for example, by sending web pages to 
a web browserona user's client device in response to requests 
received from the web browser. 

0102 Configurations of the subject matter described in 
this specification can be implemented in a computing system 
that includes a back end component, e.g., as a data server, or 
that includes a middleware component, e.g., an application 
server, or that includes a front end component, e.g., a client 
computer having a graphical user interface or a Web browser 
through which a user can interact with an implementation of 
the Subject matter described in this specification, or any com 
bination of one or more such back end, middleware, or front 
end components. The components of the system can be inter 
connected by any form or medium of digital data communi 
cation, e.g., a communication network. Examples of commu 
nication networks include a local area network (“LAN”) and 
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a wide area network (“WAN), an inter-network (e.g., the 
Internet), and peer-to-peer networks (e.g., adhoc peer-to-peer 
networks). 
0103) The computing system can include clients and serv 

ers. A client and server are generally remote from each other 
and typically interact through a communication network. The 
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer 
programs running on the respective computers and having a 
client-server relationship to each other. In some configura 
tions, a server transmits data (e.g., an HTML page) to a client 
device (e.g., for purposes of displaying data to and receiving 
user input from a user interacting with the client device). Data 
generated at the client device (e.g., a result of the user inter 
action) can be received from the client device at the server. 
0104. It is understood that any specific order or hierarchy 
of steps in the processes disclosed is an illustration of 
example approaches. Based upon design preferences, it is 
understood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps in the 
processes may be rearranged, or that all illustrated Steps be 
performed. Some of the steps may be performed simulta 
neously. For example, in certain circumstances, multitasking 
and parallel processing may be advantageous. Moreover, the 
separation of various system components in the configura 
tions described above should not be understood as requiring 
Such separation in all configurations, and it should be under 
stood that the described program components and systems 
can generally be integrated together in a single software prod 
uct or packaged into multiple software products. 
0105. The previous description is provided to enable any 
person skilled in the art to practice the various aspects 
described herein. Various modifications to these aspects will 
be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic 
principles defined herein may be applied to other aspects. 
Thus, the claims are not intended to be limited to the aspects 
shown herein, but is to be accorded the full scope consistent 
with the language claims, wherein reference to an element in 
the singularis not intended to mean “one and only one' unless 
specifically so stated, but rather "one or more.” Unless spe 
cifically stated otherwise, the term "some' refers to one or 
more. Pronouns in the masculine (e.g., his) include the femi 
nine and neuter gender (e.g., her and its) and Vice versa. 
Headings and Subheadings, if any, are used for convenience 
only and do not limit the invention. 
0106 A phrase such as an "aspect” does not imply that 
Such aspect is essential to the Subject technology or that Such 
aspect applies to all configurations of the Subject technology. 
A disclosure relating to an aspect may apply to all configu 
rations, or one or more configurations. A phrase Such as an 
aspect may refer to one or more aspects and vice versa. A 
phrase such as a "configuration' does not imply that Such 
configuration is essential to the Subject technology or that 
Such configuration applies to all configurations of the Subject 
technology. A disclosure relating to a configuration may 
apply to all configurations, or one or more configurations. A 
phrase Such as a configuration may refer to one or more 
configurations and Vice versa. 
0107 The word “example' is used herein to mean “serv 
ing as an example or illustration.” Any aspect or design 
described herein as “example' is not necessarily to be con 
Strued as preferred or advantageous over other aspects or 
designs. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A machine-implemented method for providing a session 

associated with web site or application traffic data, the 
method comprising: 

receiving an analytics tracking data communication; 
determining analytics tracking data from the received ana 

lytics tracking data communication, wherein the analyt 
ics tracking data includes data for tracking an activity 
associated with a web site or application and includes 
visitor information; 

creating a new session associated with the analytics track 
ing data if it is determined that the activity is associated 
with an initial visit of a unique visitor corresponding to 
the visitor information; 

determining campaign information for populating the new 
session associated with the analytics tracking data; and 

storing the analytics tracking data including the deter 
mined campaign information. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining if an active session is associated with the ana 

lytics tracking data if it is not the initial visit for the 
unique visitor; 

determining campaign information for populating the 
active session associated with the analytics tracking 
data; and 

storing the analytics tracking data including the deter 
mined campaign information. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 
creating a new session associated with the analytics track 

ing data if no active session is associated with the ana 
lytics tracking data. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the analytics tracking 
data communication includes web site or application traffic 
data included in a Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) 
request associated with the web site or application. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the analytics tracking 
data further includes a timestamp of the activity. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the timestamp repre 
sents an elapsed period of time in which an event was 
recorded by a client to when the event was included as part of 
the analytics tracking data. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the analytics tracking 
data communication is received over a network from a client 
accessing a resource on a web site of a publisher. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein creating the new session 
associated with the analytics tracking data comprises: 

storing a timestamp from the analytics tracking data to 
indicate a start time of the new session. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the initial visit of the 
unique visitor is determined based on whether a prior times 
tamp exists for the unique visitor. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein determining if the 
active session is associated with the analytics tracking data 
comprises: 

determining if a stored timestamp exists that indicates 
when the active session started. 

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising: 
determining if a predetermined period of inactivity has 

elapsed based on the stored timestamp. 
12. The method of claim 3, wherein creating the new ses 

sion associated with the analytics tracking data is based on 
one or more session boundary conditions. 
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13. The method of claim 12, wherein the session boundary 
conditions comprise new campaign information, session 
marker, or session timeout. 

14. The method of claim 2, wherein the determined cam 
paign information comprises a name for a marketing cam 
paign. 

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the campaign infor 
mation indicates a marketing campaign associated with the 
web site or application. 

16. A system, the system comprising: 
memory; 
one or more processors; 
one or more modules stored in memory and configured for 

execution by the one or more processors, the modules 
comprising: 

an analytics data module configured to receive an analytics 
tracking data communication, and determine analytics 
tracking data from the received analytics tracking data 
communication, wherein the analytics tracking data 
includes data for tracking an activity associated with a 
web site or application and includes visitor information; 
and 

a session module configured to create a new session asso 
ciated with the analytics tracking data if it is determined 
that the activity is associated with an initial visit of a 
unique visitor corresponding to the visitor information, 
determine campaign information for populating the new 
session associated with the analytics tracking data, and 
store the analytics tracking data including the deter 
mined campaign information. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein session module is 
further configured to: 

determine if an active session is associated with the ana 
lytics tracking data if it is not the initial visit for the 
unique visitor; 

determine campaign information for populating the active 
session associated with the analytics tracking data; and 
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store the analytics tracking data including the determined 
campaign information. 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the session module is 
further configured to: 

create a new session associated with the analytics tracking 
data if no active session is associated with the analytics 
tracking data. 

19. The system of claim 16, wherein the analytics tracking 
data communication includes web site or application traffic 
data included in a Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) 
request associated with the web site or application. 

20. The system of claim 16, wherein the analytics tracking 
data further includes a timestamp of the activity. 

21. The system of claim 16, wherein the campaign infor 
mation indicates a marketing campaign associated with the 
web site or application. 

22. A non-transitory machine-readable medium compris 
ing instructions stored therein, which when executed by a 
machine, cause the machine to perform operations compris 
ing: 

receiving an analytics tracking data communication; 
determining analytics tracking data from the received ana 

lytics tracking data communication, wherein the analyt 
ics tracking data includes data for tracking an activity 
associated with a web site or application and includes 
visitor information; 

creating a new session associated with the analytics track 
ing data if it is determined that the activity is associated 
with an initial visit of a unique visitor corresponding to 
the visitor information; 

determining campaign information for populating the new 
session associated with the analytics tracking data; and 

storing the analytics tracking data including the deter 
mined campaign information. 
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