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16 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Twoaas J. Frsrox,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bedford, in the county of Lawrence and
State of Indiana, have invented a new and
useful Chicken-Coop, of which the follow- 1’
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to coops and more |

!

- particularly to means whereby overcrowd- !

mg of the poultry is prevented. This re-
sult iy attained by utilizing a structure the
door of which is adapted to automatically |
close when poultry ageregating a predeter- |
mined weight, have entered the structure.
A further object is to provide a structure |
of this character which will keep the poultry |
housed until the exit has been opened manu- j
fl.Hy. i
A further object is to provide a closure |
which will not injure the chickens should it ]
come into contact with them while the coop ‘
is being closed. ;‘
With these and other objects in view the
invention consists of certain novel details
of construction and combinations of parts !
hereinafter more fully described and pointed
out in the claim. l
In the accompanying drawings the pre-
ferred form of the invention has been shown.
In said drawing:—TFignre 1 is a perspec-
tive view of the device, parts thereof being
broken away. Tig. 2 is a central vertical
section therethrough on a reduced scale.
Referring to the figures by characters of
reference 1 designates the walls of the strue-
ture and the front wall has an opening 2
therein adapted to be closed by a door 3
which is preferably hingedly mounted at
the lower edge of the opening. A hinged
top 4 may be employed for closing the top |
of the compartment formed by the walls and |
!
!
i

any suitable means being utilized for secur- |
ing this top in closed position.

A floor 5 is mounted to slide vertically |
between the walls of the structure and has |
corner standards or guides 6 extending there- |
from and mounted to work within the angles |
formed by the walls. |

Cords 7 are secured to the sides of the ;
floor, preferably at the centers thereof and |
extend upwardly over supporting sheaves 8, !
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there being weights 9 attached to these cords
and suspended thereby outside of the stime-
ture. Said weights serve to hold the floor
normally above the bottom of the structure
and close to the lower edge of the opening .
The front standards 6 are connected near
their upper ends by a closure strip 10 of
fabrie, this strip being normally located
above the opening 2 so that poultry can
pass freely to and from the compartment
throngh the openings 2. When a sufficient
number of chickens have assembled upon the

floor 5 to overbalance the weights 9, said

t floor will move downwardly between the

walls 1 and the closure strip 10 will be
brought into position across the opening 2
and therefore prevent them from escaping.

- It will be apparent, therefore, that by pro-

viding a series of structures such as have
been deseribed, the poultry using the same
will be separated into colonies and all dan-
ger of loss through suffocation, which often
oceurs where Jarge munbers of chickens ave
permitted to crowd together, is eliminated.
As shown in the drawings, ventilating open-
ings 11 may be formed in the walls at any

| points desired.

By extending the cords 7 outside of the
structure they ean be conveniently grasped
for the purpose of clevating the floor 5 {o
allow the chickens to leave the coop by way
of the opening 2.

As the closure strip 10 is formed of a fab-
ric, it will not injure any chickens should
it descend upon them during the lowering
of the floor 5.

Various changes can of course be made in
the construction and arrangement of the
parts without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in-
vention as defined in the appended claim.

What is claimed is:—

A device of the class described including

| & structure having a door opening, a door

for closing the opening from the outside, a
floor movably mounted within the structure,
a flexible supplemental door movable with
the floor for closing the opening when said
floor is shifted downwardly to a predeter-
mined position, a counter-balance outside of
the structure, a flexible connection between
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the counter-balance and the floor for main- | my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
taining the floor normally elevated, said con- | in the presence of two witnesses.

nection constituting means whereby the floor O YN
may be raised to its normal posi{?gon while THOMAS J. ELSTOX.
carrying a load, and a door constituting the Witnesses:
top of the structure. James D. MartIN,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as CEARLES S. JACESON.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




