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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Harry E. Souner and Wiz~
risaM H. Bexsamix, citizens of the United States, re-
siding at Montclair, in the county of Essex and State

" of New Jersey, have invented a new and useful Ter-

minal or Connecting-Clip for Electric- Wnes, of which
the following is a specification. )

This invention relates to terminals or connecting
clips for electric conductors, and has for its object to
provide improved means for attaching the terminals
of an energized circuit to the sparking plug of a gas
engine or to the binding posts of telegraph, telephone

. or other electrical instruments or apparatus.
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A further object ol the invention is fo provide a ter-
minal comprising o pair of clamping members adapted
to engage the binding post and provided with inter-
locking parts, one of said members being movable lat-
erally to open position and provided with means for
supporting a conductor.

A still further object of the invention is to generally
improve this class of devices so as to increase their
utility, durability and efficiency as well as to reduce

-the cost of manufacture.

With these and other objects in view the invention
consists in the consiruction and novel combination
and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully described,
and illustrated in the accompanying drawings, it being
undestood that various changes in form, proportions
and niinor details of construction may be resorted to
within the scope of the appended claims.

. In the accompanying drawings forming a part of this

specification: Figure 1 is a side elevation of o terminal
or connecting clip constructed in accordance with my
invention. - Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the clip
or terminal detached showing the members in locked
or operative position. Fig. 3 is a similar view showing
the clamping members in open position Fig.
2 longitudinal sectional view, and Fig. 5 is a bottorp
plan view.

Bimilar numerals of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in all of the figures of the drawings. _

The improved terminal or connecting clip which

- may be used in connection with electrical apparatus

in general is principally designed for connecting an
energized circuit to the sparking plug of a gas engine,

“and by way of illustration is shown applied to a spark-

ing plug of the ordinary construction in which 5 desig-

nates the plug and 6 binding post on which is threaded

the clamping nut 7. .
The device consists of a relatively stationary clamp-

ing member 8 and a movable clamping member § cach

4 is.

provided with an inwardly extending slot or socket 10
adapted to receive the binding post § when said mem-
bers are moved to closed or operative position. The
marginal rim of the movable member 9 is formed with
a spring hook or locking device 11 adapted to engage
a notch or recess 12 formed in the marginal edge of the
mating member § so that when said members are moved
to closed position the bill of the hook will enter the
notch and thereby prevent accidental displacement
of said members. "The stationary member 8 is extend-
ed laterally beyond the pivot 13 to form a support for
one end of an electric conductor 14, said extension
being provided . with curved upwardly extending
spaced arms 15 adapted to embrace and clamp the con-
ductor as shown. .The extension of the member 8 is
formed with ove or more:openings 16 through which
the adjacent end of the conductor 14 is threaded so as
to assist in retaining the lstter in position on the ex-
tension and also to insure a good electrical contact be-
tween the conductor and the connecting clip. The
free end 19 of the conductor is preferably threaded
beneath the loop 20 so that when a longitudinal pull is
exerted on the free end of the conductor the loop will
bind the latter and thereby securely clamp the same
to the member 8. ' ) E
Inattaching the terminal or clip to the sparking plug,
the member 9 is swung laterally into open position and
the binding screw or post 6 introduced in the slot or
socket 10, after which the member 9 is moved to closed
position thereby causing the hook 11 to enter the notch
or depression 12 and securely lock the parts together.
In order to release the clip it is merely necessary to
exert .o slight lateral pressure on the hook 11 when the
movablé member 9 may be swung outwardly so as to
permit the terminal cr clip to be readily detached.
Attention is called to the fact that the hook 11 not
only forms a means for locking the clamping members
in closed or operative position but also fornis a finger

- piece to assist in moving the same to open position.-
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While the device is especially designed for use in -

connection with sparking plugs it is obvious that the
sameé may be used on binding posts of various kinds or
wherever a device of this class is found desirable.

Having thus described the invention what is claimed
is: .

1. A terminal comprising relatively stationary and mov-
abie clamping members-one of which is formed with a
depression and the other with an over»hanamv spring
hook adapted to enter the depression “for locking said
members in engagement with each other. ¥

2. A terminal comprising relatively stationary and mov-
alle clamping members one of which is formed with a

95

100



& - 838,800

depression and the other with an aver-hanging hook
adapted to engage the depredsion for locking said members
in engagement with' each other, one of EY?:‘.:id merhers bein
provided, with means for supporting a cenductor.
x 8. A terminal compriging relatively staiionary and mov-
"' .able clamping members provided with sockets adapted to
" register with each other when the inovable member is
moved: to closed position, one of said members belng pro-
vided with 2 depression 4nd the other with an over-hang-

I
&

10 ing hook the bill of Which is adaptadit;o enter the depres-
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| we have hereto affixed our signatures in the presence of

slon for locking
other. .
In testimony that we claim the foregolng as our own,

sald members in engagement with each

two witneages. -
HARRY E. SOHNBER. )
WILLIAM M. BENJAMIN.
Witnesses

CHas, Q. GIrFIn,

ALFD. §. BABSLEY.



