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(57) Abstract: A light-exposure method in which a wafer in a vacuum environment is ex-
posed to light using exposure light comprising extreme ultraviolet (EUV) light is provided
with: a step in which exposure light is used to subject a wafer to scanning light exposure
via a projection optical system and one portion of a pattern of a reticle supported on a ret-
icle stage; a step in which a pattern surface of the reticle is irradiated, at a position separ-
ated in the scanning direction from an exposure-light-irradiated area of the reticle, with an
electron beam; and a step in which detection results of secondary electrons generated from
the pattern surface are used to examine the pattern surface. As a result, the imprinting, on
a material body, of foreign matter deposition on a mask can be inhibited in cases when ex-
posure light such as EUV light is used.
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