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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, CHARLES D. SMiTH, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Mor-
gantown, in the county of Monongalia and
State of West Virginia, have invented new
and useful Tmprovements in Garment-Fas-
teners, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. ‘ ;

This invention relates to closures and fas-
teners for the meeting edges of garments,
such as corsets, gloves, leggings, shoes and
other like articles of that character having
portions adapted to be fastened together to
close or secure the device about the part of
the person to which it 1s to be applied.

The object of the invention is to provide a
closure and fastener of that type embodying
a tongue or strip to engage and close the
space between the meeting edges, and to pro-
vide a means whereby the tongue may be
quickly applied and removed so that the gar-
ment may be practically instantaneously fas-
tened and unfastened.

The invention consists of the features of

5 construction, combination and arrangement

of parts hereinafter fully described and
claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing, in which:—

Figure 1 is a fragmentary front elevation
of a shoe upper showing the application of
the invention to close the opening in the
front of the upper. Fig. 2 is a cross section
on line 2—2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a longitudi-
nal section on line 3—3 of Fig. 1. Tig. 4isa
front view of the tongue or closure strip.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one of the
ig. 6 is a similar view of one of
the guide tubes. Fig. 7 is an inner side view
of one of the caps of the handle.

Referring to the drawings, the numerals 1
and 2 designate the meeting edges of a gar-
ment, such, for instance, as the divided por-
tion of the upper 3 of a shoe. The marginal
portions of these edges are inturned to form
reinforcing pockets or folds 4 receiving the
heads of a series of rivets or fastening de-
vices 5. The series of rivets or fastening de-
vices upon each meeting edge carry a series
of guide tubes 6, which are suitably spaced
apart to prevent impairment of the flexibility
o? the material of the garment to an objec-
tionable degree. The outer side of each guide
tube is formed with a longitudinal slot 7 and
the edges 8 thereof are turned outwardly to
impart & flaring formation to said slot.

The space betwéen the mecting edges is
adapted to be closed by a covering strip or
tongue 10, made of any suitable flexible mi-
terial.  The longitudinal side edges of this
tongue are rolled to form guidés 11 to slid-
ably engage the opposite series of guide tubés
upon the meeting edges 1 and 2, the lower

‘ends of said rolled ‘edges terminating above

the lower end of the tongue, leaving the lat-
ter free to project in the form of a tab 12
below the meeting edges, when the tongue is
applied, said tab serving as a finger piece by
which the tongue may De drawn downward
into position and adjusted as tightly as de-
sired. The rolled edges 11 may be remforced
by a strengthening core 13 of flexible wire or
other suitable material. “'In practice, the
tongue may be slightly ‘tapered longitudi-

nally; so that in the process of drawing it

downward through the guides the meeting
edges will be gradually drawn together and
the tongue retained securely in position
through the frictional engagement between
said rolled edges and the guide tubes. It
will be understood that the rolled edges are
of ]iroper diameter to snugly, yet easily fit
said tube, and that the slots 7 in the tube
permit of the passage of the strip from one
set of tubes to the other.

The upper ends of the rolled or beaded
edges 2 are provided with guide tips or caps
14, the lower ends of which are tubular in
form to receive and fit over the upper ends of
the beads and are fastened thereto by pins
or other suitable securing devices 15. The
upper ends of the tips or caps are of conical
form as indicated at 16, and from the body
of each tip or cap projects a slotted lateral
extension 17, which receives and engages the
adjacent portion of the upper edge of the
tongue to add to the security of the connec-
tion. The sides of this slotted or bifurcated
connection are formed with registering open-
ings 18 which coincide with corresponding
openings in the material of which the tongue
is made.

It will be seen from the foregoing descrip-
tion that by simply fitting the lower ends of.
the guide beads into the upper guide tubes
and drawing the tongue downward through
the medium of the tabs 12, the beads will
slide through the guides and thus the tongue
may be brought into position to cover the
space or opening between the meeting edges
1 and 2 and to draw said meeting edges to-
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gether, the construction and arrangement of
the guide tubes and parts insuring ample
flexibility of the garment in use. The tongue
is designed to be removed by an upward
sliding movement, so that the meeting edges
may be connected or disconnected in a prac-
tically instantaneous manner.

In order to facilitate the removal of the
tongue, g handle or detachable removing de-
vice therefor is provided. This device com-
prises a pair of members 19 in the form of
tubes or caps adapted to engage the upper
conical ends of the tips. Projecting from
these tubes or caps are rigid arms 20 having
hooked ends 21 to engage the openings 18 in
the parts 17, the two arms being connected
by a loop handle or grip 22, preferably made
0%7 some suitable ﬁexigle material, so that
the handle when detached from the tongue
may be conveniently collapsed in close com-
pass and carried in the pocket. When it is
desired to detach the tongue, the hooks of
the arms are engaged with the openings in
the extensions of the tips and the tubes or
retaining devices 19 fitted in position upon

the ends of the tips, by which the arms are |

held in place, and then the handle or %rip 22
is grasped and an up pull exerted, whereby

926,814

the tongue may be drawn upwardly, its
beaded edges 11 sliding in the guide tubes,
so that it may be removed in a convenient
and expeditious manner. :

Having thus fully described the invention,
what is claimed as new is: ) '

1. A detachable handle for tongues of the
character desecribed, comprising a pair of
socketed retaining devices, engaging devices
projecting therefrom and having hooked free
ends, and a cord or like flexible connection
between the said sets of devices. "

2. A detachable handle for tongues of the
character described, comprising a pair of
retaining devices having engaging members
projecting therefrom, and a flexible connec-
tion between said retaining devices.

3. A detachable handle for tongues of the
character described, comprising socketed re-

-taining devices having hooked engaging

members projecting therefrom, and a flexi-
ble connection between said devices.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES D. SMITH.

Witnesses: : o
Epwarp FINn_FF,
J. W. Worr.
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