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The present invention relates to a device for shrinking or contracting leather and ess 
pecially for contracting and thereby re 
shaping leather articles which have been 

5 widened and deformed by use, such as for 
instance ladies' shoes. 

Shoes, especially ladies' shoes and similar 
articles are frequently deformed in use. 
Hereby the shoe loses in appearance, espe 

10 cially when the upper edge of the same is 
widened. The object of the present inven 
tion is to reshape such articles by contracting 
the widened parts artificially. The E. is according to the invention performed by 

L5 means of an easily operable clamping de 
vice and a plier- or tong-like arrangement. 
Some preferred forms of the invention are 

illustrated by way of examples in the ac 
companying drawing, in which 

20 Fig.1 shows a simple plier-like mechanism 
with clamping device in operative position. 

Fig. 2 is a lateral view of the same inven 
tion. 

Fig. 3 is a lateral view of a clamping de 
25 vice according to the invention. 

Fig. 4 shows a modified constructional 
form of pliers, which are equipped with an 
electric heating device. 

Fig. 5 shows another modification of the 
clamping device in operative position. 
In accordance with the invention the wid 

ened or stretched leather piece of a shoe is 

30 

contracted by clamping the piece to be re 
shaped in two clamping mechanisms a, b, b. 
c in such a manner E. a small foldisformed 
between the clamping members or that the 
deformed piece in folded or crimped state 
is pinched between the clamping members. 
According to Fig. 1 the pliers g terminate 
in two reinforced jaws e. These jaws are 
heated to a temperature of 140-150° C. by 
means of electricity, gas, or any other fuel 
and are thereupon pressed together between 
the clamping members. Through this treat 
ment the heated E. of the shoe will shrink 
and when the clamping members are sep 
arate the shoe may be removed from the de 
vice in reshaped state. 

Instead of the plier-like pressing device 

35 

50 and the described clamping arrangement any 

other mechanisms may be used, the opera 
tion of which is so simple, that the reshaping 
may be performed also by unskilled persons. 

ccording to Figs. 1-3 the clamping de 
vice comprises a U-shaped strap b, a,b. The 55 
leather is placed on the plates b and the 
plates b are pressed against the leather by 
means of the wing-nuts o. The distance 
between the clamping members should pref 
erably correspond substantially with the 60 
width of the pliers' jaws. The width and 
other dimensions of the pliers may vary with 
in wide limits. 
According to the Figs. 4 and 5 the clamp 

ing device consists of a U-shaped strap. On 65 
each of the free ends of this strap s pivotal 
clamping lever i, k is resiliently arranged 
in such a manner, that the same maybe 
opened and the leather may be inserted by 
pressing its free end. According to Fig. 470 
the Eg jaws are equipped with an elec 
trich eating body fand with supply wires g. 
The latter may conveniently be passed 
through the handle of the device. e de 
vice may for heating be coupled to any 75 
desired lighting leads. The clamping de 
vice and the pliers are preferably construct 
ed in the form of separate devices, in order 
that clamping devices of different width may 
be used in connection with the same pliers, 80 At the electrically heated form of the inven 
tion the clamping devices and the pliers are preferably combined and the strap h is lo 
cated directly on the lower part of the pliers' 
jaws. 85 
"We claim: . 
A method of shrinking or contractin 

leather and especially of reshaping the wid 
ened upper leather of shoes Ef the like, 
comprising the steps of clamping the piece 90 
of leather to be contracted in wrinkled state 
and applying heat and pressure to said 
E. piece in order to bring forth the 
shrinkage of the same. - 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa- 9 
tures. Y. 
JOSEF HITZER, 
FRIEDRICH CARL JULIUS MERz. 
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