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Thisinvention relates to an article holding device and 
more particularlyto a device for storing Shoes or a Shoe 
butler. 
Although the novel holding device of the invention 

easily endsitseifto otherapplications,it wil be deScribed 
in connection with a preferred use as a home shoe butler. 
Conventional shoe butlers are devices for holding the 
shoes and slippers which are not being worn by an indi 
vidual orfamiy.They are customariyusedin a bedroom 
clOSet. 

ft is the general object of this invention to provide a 
new andimproved article holding device. 

Itisa moreparticularobjectoftheinvention to provide 
a new and improved article holding device of the Shoe 
butier type. 

Itis an object of the invention to provide Such a hold 
ing device of large capacity relative to the fioor Space 
andgeneral area occupied. 

It is another object of the inventionto provide a Shoe 
butler which is colapsible,easily Stored and transported. 

Itis another object of the invention to provide a Shoe 
butler of simplified and economical construction. 

In achieving these objects a novel holding device con 
structed in accordance with the invention comprises a 
colapsible tubular member having a plurality of com 
partments for receiving shoes,the compartments being 
iocated on the outerandinnersurfaces ofthe member. 
The organization and manner of operation of the in 

vention,together with further objects and advantages 
thereof may best be understood by reference to the fol 
1owing description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings,in the Several figures of which like 
reference numerals identify like elements,and in which 
an exemplification of the inventionisillustrated. 
FiG. 1 is a perspective view of a shoe butler con 

structed in accordance with the invention; 
FIG.2isa sectional view of the shoe butler of FIG,1 

asseen along the ine I??II in FIG.1;and 
FIG.3is aninteriorview,partlyin Section,ofthe Shoe 

butler of F?GS.1 and2 as Seen along the line II?III in 
FIG?2. 

Referringto FIG.1 there depicted is a device for hold 
ing articles of the shoe butler type generally indicated 
bythe numeral16.The shoe butler10 comprises a tubu 
iarsheet or bag12constructed of afexible material Such 
as plastic cloth. It is preferably of washable cloth. The 
tubular bag12 has a plurality of shoe-receiving pockets 
14 for receiving footwear such as shoes 16. The pockets 
?4 are constructed from a rectangular-shaped Sheet of 
fiexible material,preferably of the Same material as the 
tubular bagi2.The longitudinal edges 14a of the pocket 
are bonded by means of longitudinal Seams 1?a,to the 
bag12.Theseams11a are ata circumferential Separation 
thatis 1ess than the width of the transverse lower edge 
13 orupperedge 15. The lower edge 13 is also bonded 
bytransverse seams11b to the bag12,preferably with 
pleatings 2i formed in the lower edge 13. The upper 
edge i5 forms an opening or pocket 14 Which freely 
alows articles to be inserted therein. The pockets 14 
are ofasize so asto receive freelythe conventional shoes 
?6 whie preferably displayingpart of the Shoe above the 
pocket opening15 The pockets 14 are also preferably 
afxed adjacent one another encircing the outer Surface 
of the tubular bag12andextend one above the other for 
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approximately the longitudinal length of the bag i2. 
Structural rigidity is provided for the shoe butler i0 by 
Shape-defining and Support means comprising a disc 
Shaped rigid planar member 20 of a circumference ap 
proximately equal to that of the tubular bag 12. The 
member 20 has a freely rotatable hook 22 centraly af 
fixed to and extending above the outer Surface thereof. 
For ease of installation,a conventional keyhole clip 24 
may be captivated by an eyelet 22. Extendinglongitudi 
nally along the tubular bag12 between adjacent columns 
of the shoe pockets 14thereis provided a slit or opening 
26 made up oftwo adjacentedges 2éa and 26b whichis 
preferably Selectively sealable by means of a zipper28. 
Asis best shown in FIG.2,the interior Surface of the 

tubular bag12 is also provided with a plurality of shoe 
receiving pockets f4 in a manner Similar to the outside 
pockets ?4 of the outer Surface of the tubular bag12. 
For additional structural rigidity a Second disc-shaped 
planar member 27is provided at the other longitudinal 
end of the tubular bag12. Asthe space within the tubular 
bag12is limited,fewer columns of pockets 14" are pro 
vided.The columns of pockets 14 are provided opposite 
to the opening26so as to be readily Seen from that open 
ing when the zipper 23 is opened and the longitudinal 
opening edges 26a and 26b are Spread apart. The in 
teriorpockets14" are formedin a similar manner to the 
exteriorpockets i4with an opening18'. Forease of con 
struction,the pockets ?4" have common Seams ??,?3 as 
the pockets 14. The excess transverse dimension of the 
edges18,18"is preferablytaken up by folds or pleats 21 
which may be impressed into the fabric of the pockets 
14,14". 
As may best be seen in FIG. 3,the bag 12 is Sup 

ported by a rigidity-giving member 20 by means of a 
narrowingatits upperedge diameter The freely rotating 
supporting member22is provided at the center point by 
adisc-shaped member20approximately along the central 
axis 38 of the tubular bag12. 
As depictedin FHG.3,the bottom-most inner Surface 

above the member27 of the tubularbag12 does not have 
pockets 14' provided. This provides easy access to re 
ceive largerarticles,suchas boots,whichmay restagainst 
the upperinsidesurface ofthe member27. 
The upper rigidity providing and Supporting disc 

shaped member 20 has a circular outer edge 20G,and 
wear preventing means composed of a C-Shaped (in 
cross-Section) circular rubber member 23 afixed about 
the outeredge 20e with the ends of the C-Shaped(croSS 
Section) member abutting against the upper and loWer 
planarsurfaces ofthe member20. 
The tubular bag12 is afixed to the member 20 by 

means of a decreased circumeferential upper edge 12a 
which is formed by an open hem 12b and a draw cord 
30. The draw cord 30 is of a leSSer length than the cir 
cumference of the Support member2@ and alows the bag 
í2 to be Supported thereby. Similar circumference de 
creasing provisions are provided at the opposite longitu 
dinal end of the bag12 for Supporting the member 27. 
These provisions comprise a hem 12c and a draw cord 
12d for decreasing the circumference at the bag edge 12g. 
In use the Shoe butier f@ is SUSpended by a keyhole 

shaped clip 24 so that it may rotate about the axis 38 
and the shoes ?8 are positioned within the pockets ?4,14° 
ofthe device.As the Shoe butieris readily rotatable about 
the center axis,al of the shoes positioned within the bag 
14 are readily brought into sight during the revolution of 
the device. The Shoes within the tubular bag12 within 
the Shoe pockets l4" are accessible by simply unzipping 
the Zipper 2? exposing the openings 26 in Spreading the 
two side edges of the openings 26,26a and 26b apart. 
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The interior position provides additional protection and 
may be used for the storage of the users better Shoes 
or least-used footwear. As is readily apparent from.the 
above description,when the shoes ?6 are not positioned 
within the pockets ?4,14',the shoe butler 10 may be 
easiy colapsed by advancing the end Support rigidity 
giving means29and27together. 
The end Supports may be easily removed through the 

slit 25 by releasing the draw cord 3@ or by turning them 
edgewise and allowing the opening formed by the bag 
edges 12a and12gto assume an oval shape with major 
diameter greater than the diameter of the members 20, 
27. In this latter confguration,the members 29,27 may 
be easily removed. This removability is an added conven 
ience for the user as it alows the shoe bag f2 to be 
1aundered or cleaned withoutexcessive bother. 

It wil be apparent that many modifications and varia 
tions may be efected without departing from the scope 
and the novel concepts of the presentinvention. 

I claim as my invention: 
?. An article holding device comprising: 
a tubular-shaped bag having a plurality of article-re 

ceiving pockets positioned about its outer and inner 
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Surfaces and means for Supporting said tubular bag 
for rotation,Said tubular bag further having access 
means for Selectively achieving access to Said inner 
surface pockets. 

2. An article holdingdevice comprising: 
tubular-shaped bag having a pluraity of article-re 
ceiving pocketS positioned about its outer and inner 
Surfaces,means for verticaly Supporting Said tubu 
lar bag for rotation,Said tubular bagfurther having 
access means comprising a longitudinal sit and zip 
per for Selectively achieving access to Saidinnersur 
face pocket. - 

. An article holding device comprising: 
tubular-Shaped bag haying a plurality of article-re 
ceiying pockets positioned about its outer and inner 
Surfaces and means forvertically Supportingsaid bag 
for rotation,Said means for supportingsaid bagcom 
prising a generaly disc-shaped planar member hav 
ing a circumference approxinately equal to the up 
per end circumference of Said tubular bagafxed at 
Said upper end of Said tubular bag and having a 
centraly located pivotal support hook afixed there 
to,Said tubular bag further having access means 
comprising a longitudinal sit therein and a zipper 
afixed thereto for selectively achievingaccess to said 
inner Surface pockets,and further having a shape 
defininga generaly planar disc-shaped bottom mem 
ber afixed at the bottom end of said tubular bag 
transyerse_to Said bag and having a diameter ap 
Proximately equal to the diameter of said tubular 
bagat the bottom ofsaid bag. 

4,An aricle holding device of the shoe butlertype 
constructed in accordance with claim 3 and furtherchar 
acterized by having Said tubular bagof ageneralycyin 
?rical shape, of fabric construction and said tubular bag 
being afixed to Said disc-shaped member by means ofä 
decreasing circumferential upper tubularedge overlying 
Said disc-Shaped Support member. 

5. A shoe butler comprising: 
atubular cloth bag havingaplurality of shoe-receiving 

Pockets positioned adjacent one another about the 
ogter.surface_of Said bag and further including a 
pluraity of shoe-receiving pockets positioned aja 
cent ons angtherabout theinnersurface ofsaidbag 
and a disc-Shaped structural rigidity-providingmem 
beratone end of Said bag,said disc-shaped member 
haying a rotatable Support means afixed thereto at 
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4 
the center of said disc-shaped member for axially 
Supporting Said bag,Said bag having means for de 
creasing the upper edge circumference of said tubu 
1ar bag to a lesser circumference than said disc 
Shaped member for overlying Said member about the 
periphery thereof and furtherincluding a lower disc 
Shaped planar member at the other end of the bag, 
and means for decreasing the lower edge circum 
ference of Said tubular bag to a leSSer circumference 
than Said lower disc-shaped mernber for underlying 
and Supporting said lower member. 

6. An article storing device of the Shoe butler type 
comprising: 

a disc-shaped planar upper Support member having a 
circular outer edge; 

a circular rubber restraining member having a C 
shaped cross-Section open to the center of the cir 
cular member and afixed about the outer edge of 
Said disc-shaped member with open ends of said C 
shaped cross-Section abutting opposite planar Sur 
faces of Said member to provide a high friction non 
abrasive coveringforsaidedge; 

an eye hook rotatably afixed to said Support member 
at the center of Said member to project normaly 
from Said member for providing the Sole support 
for Said device; 

a tubular cloth bag having a right circular confgura 
tion and having a Zippered iongitudinal slit therein 
for providing access to the interior of said tubular 
bag,Said bag having a circumference approximately 
equalto Said disc-shaped uppersupport member,but 
having an upper edge circumference less than that 
of Said menber,Said upperedge overyingthe upper 
Surface of Said member and Said bag being Supported 
thereby,Said bag further having a lower edge cir 
cumference approximately equal to Said upper edge 
circumference; a plurality of generaly rectangular upwardly opening 
pockets for receiving footwear positioned about the 
Outer Surface of Said bag,said pocket being posi 
tioned adjacent one anotherin rings about said bag, 
and further being positioned above and below one 
another transverSely along Said bagin columns; 

a plurality of generaly rectangular upwardy opening 
Pockets for receiving footwearpositioned about the 
inner Surface; 

Said_inner_and outer pockets being formed by a plu 
rality of transverse and longitudinal seams at the 
junction ofsaidpockets;and - 

a disc-shaped planar bottom member of a circumfer 
ence approximately equal to the circumference of 
Said tubular bagand Said upper member positioned 
transverselyin Said bagand resting againstandsup 
ported bythe lowerportion of Said bagadjacentsaid 
leSSer diameter loweredge ofsaid bag 
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