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To all whom it may concern: 

0. 

1,069,518. 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
wILLIAM J. BARNETT, of RICHMOND, VIRGINIA. 

SWITCH. 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug. 5, 1913. 
Application filed September 10, 1912, Serial No. 719,581. 

Beit known that I, WILLIAM J. BARNETT, 

State of Virginia, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Switches, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to switches and 

more particularly to knife switches. 
One of the principal objects of the inven 

tion is to provide means for thoroughly in 
Sulating the switch so that in operating the 
same the hand cannot be brought into con 
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secured thereto suitable 
which are pivoted the knife blades 5. These 

tact with the blades or the contacts in any 
possible manner. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of a simple and efficient means for 
locking the switch blades in either of the 
two contacting positions or in a neutral po 
sition between the contacts. 

Further objects of the invention will ap 
pear as the following specific description is 
read in connection with the accompanying 
drawing which is a part of this application, 
and in which:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view. Fig. 2 is 
a longitudinal sectional view. Fig. 3 is a 
transverse section on the line 3-3 of Fig. 
2. Fig. 4 is an elevation with parts broken 
away. 
In the specific embodiment of the inven 

tion as illustrated herein there is shown a 
Switch consisting of a base 1 having contact 
terminals 2 and 3 mounted thereon adjacent 
opposite ends. The center of the base has 

pivoting ears 4 to 

blades are connected together by a bridge 
piece 6 from which rises a pair of pivoting 
ears 7 adapted to receive the extension 8 of 
the handle 9. This extension has an angu 
larly flattened end 10 which is adapted to 
engage the cross piece 6 to limit, the move 
ment of the handle in opposite directions, 
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the-handle being pivoted between ears by 
means of a bolt 1. 

Covering the base and secured to the sup 
port upon which the base is mounted is an 
arcuate casing 12, having a slot 13 formed in its face which slot extends approximately 
throughout the curve of the casing and is 
provided with lateral extensions or notches 
14, 15 and 16. These notches are adapted to 
receive the handle and to lock the switch 
blades in engagement with the contacts 2 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Richmond, in the county of Henrico and 

or 3 or in a neutral position between the 
two sets of contacts as is shown in Fig. 2. 

Extending around the inner side of the 
face of the casing 12 is a guiding strip 17 
between which is slidably mounted an arcu 
ate bar 18 of insulating material. This bar 
is normally projected across the slot 13 by 
means of springs 19 as shown so that when 
the handle is in one of the notches the bar 
will be across the slot thereby preventing 
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the insertion of any tool for tampering with 
the Switch. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. In combination a knife switch, a cas 

ing covering the same and provided with a 
slot having lateral extensions, a handle piv 
otally connected to the blade of the switch 
and adapted for lateral movement thereon, 
said handle operating in the slot and adapt 
ed to move into the lateral notches for lock 
ing the same. 

2. In combination a knife switch, an in 
sulating casing mounted thereover and pro 
vided with an arcuate slot having lateral 
notches, a handle pivoted to the blade of the 
switch and adapted to operate in the slot 
and to move in the notches and means for 
closing the slot and holding the handle in 
one of the notches. 

3. In combination a knife switch, an in 
sulating casing mounted thereover and pro 
vided with an arcuate slot having lateral 
notches, a handle pivoted to the blade of 
the switch and adapted to operate in the slot 
and to move in the notches and spring actu 
ated means for closing the slot and holding 
the handle in one of the notches. 

4. In combination a double knife switch, 
an insulating casing covering the same, said 
casing having a slot provided with a lateral 
extension, a handle pivoted to the blades of 
the switch and adapted to operate in said 
slot and extension, means for limiting move 
ment of the handle, a slidably mounted bar 
arranged in and conforming to the casing 
and springs for projecting said bar across 
the slot, said bar adapted to hold the handle 
in one of the lateral extensions. 
In testimony, whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM J. BARNETT. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN F. BARNETT, 
RICHARD W. JoNES. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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