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The invention described herein may be manu-
factured and used by or for the Government for
governmental purboses, without the payment of
any royalty thereon.

This invention relates to a device for holding
cables, and more particularly to a device for
separating and compactly gripping and yoking
together a plurality of insulated electric conduc~
tors or the like.

In instances where g plurality of telephone,
telegraph, or power cables or conductors are
hastily laid on the ground as is sometimes neces-
sitated by the exigencies of combat conditions,
it frequently becomes necessary to repair such
cables quickly. By the use of my device it is pos-
sible to grip securely and separate the various
electric conductors inte various groups for quick
and easy identification that will speed up repair
work in the field.

Tt is an object of my invention to provide an
inexpensive and simple device that will permit
rapid segregation and firm holding of a plurality
of separate electric conductors or the like.

This and other objects and advantages will be-
come readily gpparent from the following speci-
fication, read in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawing, in which the figure is an isometric
view of one embodiment of my invention.

Referring now to the figure, it is seen that the
reference numeral 10 refers to a spacer of spider-
like configuration having radial projections i
spaced about a center 12. A strap I3 having a
sliding encircling clip {4 thereon is secured at its
base to one of the radial projections by rivets (5.
In the embodiment illustrated, the separator is
formed from a band metal strip that is bent to
the proper shape to form six elongated loops ra-
diating from a common center (constituting the
projections 1) and having the two ends forming
opposed sides of one loop riveted together with
one end of the strap 13 between and fixed to them.
The separator as well as the strap 13 may be
formed of metal, or if desired, may be formed
of a non-metallic material having sufficient
strength for the purpose.

In the embodiment shown, the radial projec-
tions Ii are shown to be the loops before men-
tioned, wedge-shaped in cross section, having their
broadest dimensions at the farthest point from
the center of the device. It is obvious that this
may be modified so that the radial projections {1
taper inwardly from the center if it is so desired.

Further modifications may be made without
departing from the scope of the invention. For
example, the separator may be formed en bloc
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of either metal or a non-metallic substance. The
strap 13 may be joined to the separator in other
ways than that illustrated, as for example, by
brazing, welding, etec.

In use, respective conductor units may be found
extending from a communication center along a
common route for g distance, some of which units
may thereafter branch to respective destinations,
In this common path all the units are held to-
gether in yokes {8 at short intervals. The units
(each of which may be a single wire, a pair, several
pairs, or a cable) are brought close together and
each unit laid in a respective bight between two of
the loops, forming a main trunk. The units may
equal or be fewer than the number of bights,
in which event one or more bights may remain
vacant. By numbering these units as arranged,
say, clockwise around the axis of the spider look-
ing in the direction of departure from the com-
munication center, and wrapping the strap 13
similarly clockwise, the group for a particular
remote point may be identified anywhere along
the trunk by its position in-my device. When the
units have been laid in the spider, or as they are
so laid, the strap is bent concentrically around the
spider and against the outer broad parts of the
loops so as to close the bight spaces therebe-
tween and bring the extremity or tip of the strap
closely over and upon its base portion, or beyond.
The clip is then slipped back upon and around
the tip and base portion of the strap and held
while the end of the strap is pulled outward
through the clip until the spider is bound as
tightly as desired, after which the outer part
of the strap beyond the clip is bent sharply back
upon the clip, securely locking the device upon
the conductors.

Having described my invention, I claim:

1. A device for securely holding a plurality of
electric conductors or the like in desired spaced
relationship, comprising a spacer of spider-like
configuration having radial elements projecting
from the center thereof and of a length to re-
ceive therebetween respective conductor groups,
a flexible strap secured to one of said radial ele-
ments and of a length to encircle the spider so as
to close all the spaces between said radial ele-
ments, and a clip slidably mounted on said strap
constructed to secure said strap releasably in en-
circling engagement with the spider.

2. A device for securely holding a plurality of
electric conductors or the like in desired spaced
relationship, comprising a spacer of spider-like
configuration having radial elements projecting
from the center thereof, said spacer being formed



5,447,095

3

of a single strip of material, said radial elements
being of wedge-shaped cross section with the apex
of the wedge adjacent the center of said spacer, a
flexible strap secured between the ends of said
single strip of material forming the spider and
adapted to encirele said spacer to-fornr inclosures
of wedge-shaped cross section, and means to fas-
ten said strap in its encircling position.

3. A combined spacer and holder for a plural-
ity of groups of conductors comprising a strip.
of band material bent to form a multiplicity of

(>3

10.

loops broad at outer parts each loop having sides -
convergent into close relation at their bases, all--

said loops being symmetrically and radially ar-
ranged with their bases close to a common cenfter,

a strap fixed with the material of the loops so that,-

it may be bent into encircling relation around. the
outer parts of the loops, and means te secure the
strap in close encircling relation to the loops for
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retention of conductor elements in the spaces
between said loops.
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