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SYSTEMS, DEVICES AND METHODS FOR AN 
INTERACTIVE ART MARKETPLACE INA 

NETWORKED ENVIRONMENT 

BACKGROUND 

0001 1. Field 
0002 This disclosure generally relates to networked com 
puting environments, and particularly to providing informa 
tion related to art in networked computing environments. 
0003 2. Description of the Related Art 
0004 Currently, mid-range art galleries (e.g., dealing art 
priced from S5K up to S100K) have been unable to create an 
effective online marketplace for themselves. The overwhelm 
ing amount of online information is not always user friendly, 
is often confusing, and can create hostility and distrust even 
with seasoned collectors. This underscores the notion of 
many potential consumers desire to see the art in person 
before making a purchase, which is restraining mid-range 
priced fine art sales online. Combined with ineffective Web 
presence, changes in consumer habits, fluctuating and harsh 
economic conditions and dwindling sales, this presents a 
threat to the art industry. As art dealers find it ever more 
difficult to operate profitably, artists have less opportunity to 
have their work viewed by knowledgeable patrons. Potential 
patrons also find it increasingly difficult to gain access to new 
artwork and new artists, or to receive the valuable information 
which an experienced dealer can provide. Hence, new 
approaches to fostering the exchange of information related 
to art in networked systems are desirable. 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

0005. A computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting art objects may be 
Summarized as including providing remote access to a user to 
participate remotely in an online session of a first type; cre 
ating the online session of the first type; remotely displaying, 
under control of at least one session leader of the online 
session of the first type, a number of images of a plurality of 
art objects to the user during the online session of the first 
type; electronically receiving an indication of interest of the 
user to participate in an online session of a second type based 
ona user's interest in one of the art objects; creating the online 
session of the second type; and providing remote access to the 
user to participate remotely, under control of at least one 
session leader of the online session of the second type, in the 
online session of the second type which is restricted to par 
ticular users. 
0006. The particular users to which the online session of 
the second type is restricted may consist of an art sales rep 
resentative as being the at least one session leader of the 
online session of the second type, and a consumer. The con 
Sumer may consist of multiple users that are part of a single art 
purchasing entity. The consumer may consist of a single user 
and a guest user of the single user. The particular users to 
which the online session of the second type is restricted may 
consist of the at least one session leader of the online session 
of the second type and a consumer. 
0007. The computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting art objects may 
further include remotely switching the user from the session 
of the first type to the session of the second type; and keeping 
active the session of the first type for the user until the user is 
Switched to the session of the second type. 
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0008 Information may be remotely provided in a first 
window on a display of the user corresponding to the session 
of the first type and the remotely Switching may include 
remotely displaying a second window on the display of the 
user corresponding to the session of the second type; discon 
tinuing access to information provided in the first window 
once the user activates the second window; and providing 
information in the second window related to the session of the 
second type. 
0009. The online session of the first type may be able to 
have multiple potential consumers as participants and the 
online session of the second type may be electronically 
restricted to a particular potential consumer from the online 
session of the first type. 
0010. The computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting art objects may 
further include during the session of the second type, receiv 
ing a selection of an image of the one of the art objects; 
receiving a selection of an image of a first reference object; 
and in response to the receiving the selection of the image of 
the one of the art objects and receiving the selection of the 
image of the first reference object, electronically displaying 
to a remote user of the online session the selected image of the 
first reference object, to scale, concurrently in relation to the 
image of the one of the art objects based on relative actual or 
approximate sizes of the one of the art objects and the first 
reference object. 
0011. A computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting art objects may be 
Summarized as including electronically providing access to 
an online session; receiving, from at least one session leader 
of the online session, a selection of an image of a first object 
of interest within the online session wherein the first object of 
interest is an art object; receiving, from the at least one session 
leader, a selection of an image of a first reference object 
within the online session; and within the online session and in 
response to the receiving the selection of the image of the first 
object of interest and receiving the selection of the image of 
the first reference object, electronically displaying to a remote 
user of the online session the selected image of the first 
reference object, to Scale, concurrently in relation to the 
selected image of the first object of interest based on relative 
actual or approximate sizes of the first object of interest and 
the first reference object. 
0012. The displaying to a remote user of the online session 
the selected image of the first reference object, to scale, con 
currently in relation to the selected image of the first object of 
interest may include displaying the selected image of the first 
object next to an image of first reference object. 
0013 The computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting art objects may 
further include receiving a selection of an image of second 
reference object; in response to the receiving the selection of 
the image of the second reference object, adjusting either a 
size of the displayed image of the first object of interest or a 
size of the displayed image of the second reference object 
according to scale based on relative actual or approximate 
sizes of the first object of interest and the second reference 
object; and automatically displaying the selected image of the 
second reference object concurrently in relation to the 
selected image of the first object of interest. 
0014. The computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting art objects may 
further include receiving input to move the image of the first 
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object of interest or image of the first reference object; and in 
response to the received input, automatically moving the first 
object of interest or image of the first reference object relative 
to each other. 

0015 The computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting art objects may 
further include receiving input to Zoom in or Zoom out a view 
of the image of the first object of interest or image of the first 
reference object; and in response to the received input, auto 
matically Zooming in or Zooming out a view of both the image 
of the first object of interest and the image of the first refer 
ence object the same amount. 
0016. The image of the first object of interest or image of 
the first reference object may be a three dimensional image 
and may further include receiving input to rotate a view of the 
three dimensional image of the first object of interest or a 
view of the three dimensional image of the first reference 
object; and in response to the received input, rotating the view 
of the three dimensional image of the first object of interest or 
rotating the view of the three dimensional image of the first 
reference object. 
0017. The computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting art objects may 
further include receiving an indication of interest regarding 
the first object of interest; and in response to the received 
indication of interest, automatically recording the indication 
of interest; and electronically placing an order for the first 
object of interest. 
0018. A networked computing system may be summa 
rized as including at least one networked computer, including 
at least one processor and at least one processor-readable 
storage medium that non-transitorily stores instructions that 
when executed by the at least one processor causes the at least 
one processor to: electronically provide access to an online 
session; receive, from at least one session leader of the online 
session, a selection of an image of a first object of interest, 
wherein the first object of interest is an art object; receive, 
from the at least one session leader of the online session, a 
selection of an image of a first reference object; and in 
response to receiving the selection of the image of the first 
object of interest and receiving the selection of the image of 
the first reference object, electronically display concurrently 
in relation to the selected image of the first object of interest 
based on relative actual or approximate sizes of the first object 
of interest and the first reference object. 
0019. The instructions may further cause the at least one 
processor to display, to Scale, the selected image of the first 
object of interest next to the image of first reference object. 
0020. The instructions may further cause the at least one 
processor to: receive a selection of an image of second refer 
ence object; in response to receiving the selection of the 
image of the second reference object, adjust either a size of 
the displayed image of the first object of interest or a size of 
the image of the second reference object according to Scale 
based on relative actual or approximate sizes of the first object 
of interest and the second reference object; and automatically 
display the selected image of the second reference object 
concurrently in relation to the selected image of the first 
object of interest. 
0021. The instructions may further cause the at least one 
processor to: receive input to move the image of the first 
object of interest or image of the first reference object; and in 
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response to the received input, automatically move the first 
object of interest or image of the first reference object relative 
to each other. 
0022. The instructions may further cause the at least one 
processor to: receive input to Zoom in or Zoom out a view of 
the image of the first object of interest or image of the first 
reference object; and in response to the received input, auto 
matically Zoom in or Zoom out a view of both the image of the 
first object of interest and the image of the first reference 
object the same amount and at the same time. 
0023 The image of the first object of interest or image of 
the first reference object may be a three dimensional image 
and the instructions may further cause the at least one pro 
cessor to: receive input to rotate a view of the three dimen 
sional image of the first object of interest or a view of the three 
dimensional image of the first reference object; and in 
response to the received input, rotate the view of the three 
dimensional image of the first object of interest or rotate the 
view of the three dimensional image of the first reference 
object. 
0024. The instructions may further cause the at least one 
processor to: receive an indication of interest regarding the 
first object of interest; and in response to the received indica 
tion of interest, automatically record the indication of inter 
est; and electronically place an order for the first object of 
interest. 
0025. A networked computing system may be summa 
rized as including at least one networked computer, including 
at least one processor and at least one processor-readable 
storage medium that non-transitorily stores instructions that 
when executed by the at least one processor causes the at least 
one processor to: provide remote access to a user to partici 
pate remotely in an online session of a first type; create the 
online session of the first type; remotely display, under con 
trol of at least one session leader of the online session of the 
first type, a number of images of a plurality of art objects to 
the user during the online session of the first type; electroni 
cally receive an indication of interest of the user to participate 
in an online session of a second type based on a users interest 
in one of the art objects; create the online session of the 
second type; and provide remote access, under control of at 
least one session leader of the online session of the second 
type, to the user to participate remotely in the online session 
of the second type which is restricted to particular users. 
0026. A computer-implemented method of providing 
interactive online sessions for presenting objects may be sum 
marized as including electronically providing access to an 
online art viewing session; receiving a digital image data that 
represents an image of a physical place in which an art object 
of interest may be potentially placed; receiving a selection, 
from an image of the art object of interest within the online 
session; and within the online session, digitally Superimpos 
ing the image of the art object of interest on the image of the 
place, to scale, at least proximate a particular reference object 
in the image of the place and at an exact or approximate angle 
of view corresponding to an angle of view and perceived 
distance of the particular reference object within the image of 
the place from a point of view from which the image of the 
place was taken. 
0027. A networked computing system may be summa 
rized as including at least one networked computer, including 
at least one processor and at least one processor-readable 
storage medium that non-transitorily stores instructions that 
when executed by the at least one processor causes the at least 
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one processor to: electronically provide access to an onlineart 
viewing session; receive digital image data that represents an 
image of a physical place in which an art object of interest 
may be potentially placed; receive a selection, from at least 
one session leader of the online session, of an image of the art 
object of interest within the online session; and within the 
online session, digitally Superimpose the image of the art 
object of interest on the image of the place, to scale, at least 
proximate a particular reference object in the image of the 
place and at an exact or approximate angle of view corre 
sponding to an angle of view and perceived distance of the 
particular reference object within the image of the place from 
a point of view from which the image of the place was taken. 
0028. At least one computer-readable medium that stores 
instructions that when executed by at least one computer 
system may cause the at least one computer system to per 
form: electronically providing access to an online art viewing 
session; receiving a digital image data that represents an 
image of a physical place in which an art object of interest 
may be potentially placed; receiving a selection of an image 
of the art object of interest within the online session from at 
least one session leader of the online session; and within the 
online session, digitally Superimposing the image of the art 
object of interest on the image of the place, to scale, at least 
proximate a particular reference object in the image of the 
place and at an exact or approximate angle of view corre 
sponding to an angle of view and perceived distance of the 
particular reference object within the image of the place from 
a point of view from which the image of the place was taken. 
0029. At least one computer-readable medium that stores 
instructions that when executed by at least one computer 
system may cause the at least one computer system to per 
form: electronically providing access to an online session; 
receiving a selection of animage of a first art object of interest 
from at least one session leader of the online session; receiv 
ing a selection of an image of a first reference object, from at 
least one session leader of the online session; and in response 
to the receiving the selection of the image of the first object of 
interest and receiving the selection of the image of the first 
reference object, electronically displaying, to Scale, the 
selected image of the first reference object concurrently in 
relation to the selected image of the first object of interest 
based on relative actual or approximate sizes of the first object 
of interest and the first reference object. 
0030. At least one computer-readable medium that stores 
instructions that when executed by at least one computer 
system may cause the at least one computer system to per 
form: providing remote access to a user to participate 
remotely in an online session of a first type; creating the 
online session of the first type; remotely displaying, under 
control of at least one session leader of the online session of 
the first type, a number of images of a plurality of art objects 
to the user during the online session of the first type; elec 
tronically receiving an indication of interest of the user to 
participate in an online session of a second type based on a 
users interest in one of the art objects; creating the online 
session of the second type; and providing remote access, 
under control of at least one session leader of the online 
session of the second type, to the user to participate remotely 
in the online session of the second type which is restricted to 
particular users. 
0031. A computer-readable storage medium may store a 
dynamic image list, which can be mounted separately or in 
combinations, or removed, and which remains available 
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throughout a current session and future session. The dynamic 
list may maintain a defined number of selections or combi 
nations, whether objects d'art, walls, furnishings or combi 
nations thereof. 
0032. Any of the above may be provide via an application 
or applet executing on a mobile or Web enabled handheld 
computing or communications device, for example a Smart 
phone or tablet device. Applets may be distributed via a 
central distribution site, for example the “APP STORE’TM 
operated by Apple. 
0033. The particular users to which the online session of 
the second type is restricted may consist of an art sales rep 
resentative and a consumer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

0034. In the drawings, identical reference numbers iden 
tify similar elements or acts. The sizes and relative positions 
of elements in the drawings are not necessarily drawn to scale. 
For example, the shapes of various elements and angles are 
not drawn to scale, and some of these elements are arbitrarily 
enlarged and positioned to improve drawing legibility. Fur 
ther, the particular shapes of the elements as drawn, are not 
intended to convey any information regarding the actual 
shape of the particular elements, and have been solely 
selected for ease of recognition in the drawings. 
0035 FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a networked envi 
ronment, including a number of servers and a number of 
clients communicatively coupled to the servers by one or 
more networks, of which systems, devices and methods for an 
interactive art marketplace may be a part, or in which they 
may be implemented, according to one illustrated embodi 
ment. 

0036 FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of an electronic com 
merce environment having an art gallery host computer sys 
tem, an affiliate art gallery host computer system, another 
affiliate computer system and a consumer computer system, 
communicatively connected over a network, according to one 
illustrated embodiment. 
0037 FIG.3 is a functional block diagram of an interactive 
art marketplace system, according to one illustrated embodi 
ment. 

0038 FIG. 4 is a flow diagram showing a method of pro 
viding online art sessions, according to one illustrated 
embodiment. 
0039 FIG. 5 is a flow diagram showing a method of pre 
senting pieces of art online, according to one illustrated 
embodiment. 
0040 FIG. 6A is a screen print of a Webpage showing a 

first art object to scale next to a first reference object, accord 
ing to one illustrated embodiment. 
0041 FIG. 6B is a screen print of a Webpage showing the 

first art object to Scale next to a second reference object, 
according to one illustrated embodiment. 
0042 FIG. 6C is a screen print of a Webpage showing the 

first art object to scale next to a third reference object, accord 
ing to one illustrated embodiment. 
0043 FIG. 6D is a screen print of a Webpage showing a 
second art object to scale next to a fourth reference object, 
according to one illustrated embodiment. 
0044 FIG. 6E is a screen print of a Webpage showing the 
second art object to scale next to the first reference object, 
according to one illustrated embodiment. 
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0045 FIG. 6F is a screen print of a Webpage showing the 
second art object and an interface for selecting a background 
wall color from a palette of colors, according to one illus 
trated embodiment. 
0046 FIG. 6G is a screen print of a Webpage showing the 
second art object and an interface for selecting a size category 
of art pieces, according to one illustrated embodiment. 
0047 FIG. 6H is a screen print of a Webpage showing the 
second art object and a group of thumbnail representations of 
art pieces in a selected medium size category, according to 
one illustrated embodiment. 
0048 FIG. 6I is a screen print of a Webpage showing the 
group of thumbnail representations of FIG. 6H of the art 
pieces in the selected medium size category and showing a 
mark on one of the thumbnails indicating disinterest in the art 
object represented by the thumbnail, according to one illus 
trated embodiment 
0049 FIG. 7 is a flow diagram showing a method of digi 

tally presenting pieces of art online on a provided picture of a 
perspective view of an area in which the art is to be placed, 
according to one illustrated embodiment. 
0050 FIG. 8 is a diagram of a user interface of an appli 
cation for digitally presenting art objects online on a provided 
picture of a perspective view of an area in which the art is to 
be placed, according to one illustrated embodiment. 
0051 FIG. 9 is a diagram of a user interface of FIG. 8, 
including an upload feature for the picture, according to one 
illustrated embodiment. 

0052 FIGS. 10A and 10B are diagrams of two alternative 
user interface features of the application of FIG. 8 for iden 
tifying particular corners of walls in the picture of the area in 
which the art is to be placed. 
0053 FIG. 10C is a diagram of a user interface feature of 
the application of FIG. 8 for selecting various pieces of art to 
display in the picture of the area in which the art is to be 
placed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0054. In the following description, certain specific details 
are set forth in order to provide a thorough understanding of 
various disclosed embodiments. However, one skilled in the 
relevant art will recognize that embodiments may be prac 
ticed without one or more of these specific details, or with 
other methods, components, materials, etc. In other instances, 
well-known structures associated with computing systems 
including client and server computing systems, as well as 
networks have not been shown or described in detail to avoid 
unnecessarily obscuring descriptions of the embodiments. 
0055. Unless the context requires otherwise, throughout 
the specification and claims which follow, the word “com 
prise' and variations thereof. Such as, “comprises' and "com 
prising are to be construed in an open, inclusive sense, that 
is, as “including, but not limited to.” 
0056 Reference throughout this specification to “one 
embodiment' or “an embodiment’ means that a particular 
feature, structure or characteristic described in connection 
with the embodiment is included in at least one embodiment. 
Thus, the appearances of the phrases “in one embodiment” or 
“in an embodiment' in various places throughout this speci 
fication are not necessarily all referring to the same embodi 
ment. Furthermore, the particular features, structures, or 
characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner in 
one or more embodiments. 
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0057. As used in this specification and the appended 
claims, the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the include plural 
referents unless the content clearly dictates otherwise. It 
should also be noted that the term 'or' is generally employed 
in its sense including “and/or unless the content clearly 
dictates otherwise. 
0058. The headings and Abstract of the Disclosure pro 
vided herein are for convenience only and do not interpret the 
Scope or meaning of the embodiments. 
0059 FIG. 1 shows a networked environment 100, includ 
ing servers and clients communicatively coupled to the serv 
ers by one or more networks, of which systems, devices and 
methods for an interactive art marketplace may be a part, or in 
which they may be implemented, according to one illustrated 
embodiment. 

0060. The network environment 100 includes a number of 
server computing systems 102a-102n (collectively 102). The 
server computing systems 102 include processors that 
execute server instructions (i.e., server Software) stored on 
computer-readable storage media to provide server functions 
in the network environment 100. For example, the server 
computing systems 102 may serve files, including, but not 
limited to, videos or images of art objects, stored in one or 
more databases or other computer-readable storage media 
104a-104n (collectively 104). Art objects (i.e., objets d'art) as 
defined herein may include, but are not limited to: paintings, 
drawings, etchings, glasswork, Sculptures, designs, fine art, 
designed objects, artwork made of any physical materials, 
photographs, film, video, digital media artwork, multimedia 
artwork, architectural or landscape design structures, gar 
dens, or elements, musical compositions, musical improvisa 
tion performance, a literary or poetic composition, a perfor 
mance in live theater, ballet, opera, a computer program, or a 
conceptual art piece or performance art, etc. 
0061. The network environment 100 includes a number of 
client computing systems 106a-106n (collectively 106) 
selectively communicatively coupled to one or more of the 
server computing systems 102 via one or more communica 
tions networks 108. The client computing systems 106 
include one or more processors that execute one or more sets 
of communications instructions (e.g., browser instructions) 
stored on any of a variety of computer-readable storage media 
110 (only one illustrated in FIG. 1). The client computing 
systems 106 may take a variety of forms, for instance desktop 
or laptoppersonal computers, work Stations, mini-computers, 
mainframe computers, or other computational devices with 
microprocessors or microcontrollers which are capable of 
networked communications. The client computing systems 
106 may be communicatively coupled to the rest of the net 
work 108 via wired, wireless or a combination of wired and 
wireless communications channels. 

0062. The network environment 100 includes a number of 
telecommunications devices 111 (only one illustrated). Such 
telecommunications devices 111 may, for example, take the 
form of Internet or Web enabled cellular phones. The network 
environment 100 also includes a number of personal digital 
assistant (PDA) devices 112 (only one illustrated). Such PDA 
devices 112 may, for example, take the form of Internet or 
Web enabled PDAs (e.g., iPHONER), iPADR, TREOR), 
BLACKBERRYR), which may, for example, execute a set of 
browser instructions or program. The network environment 
100 may include any number of a large variety of other 
devices that are capable of Some type of networked commu 
nications. The telecommunications devices 110, PDA 
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devices 112, as well as any other devices, may be communi 
catively coupled to the rest of the network 108 via wired, 
wireless or a combination of wired and wireless communica 
tions channels. 

0063. The one or more communications networks 108 
may take a variety of forms. For instance, the communica 
tions networks 108 may include wired, wireless, optical, or a 
combination of wired, wireless and/or optical communica 
tions links. The one or more communications networks 108 
may include public networks, private networks, unsecured 
networks, secured networks or combinations thereof. The one 
or more communications networks 108 may employ any one 
or more communications protocols, for example TCP/IP pro 
tocol, UDP protocols, IEEE 802.11 protocol, as well as other 
telecommunications or computer networking protocols. The 
one or more communications networks 108 may include what 
are traditionally referred to as computing networks and/or 
what are traditionally referred to as telecommunication net 
works or combinations thereof. In at least one embodiment, 
the one or more communications networks 108 includes the 
Internet, and in particular, the Worldwide Web or (referred to 
herein as “the Web’). Consequently, in at least one embodi 
ment, one or more of the server computing systems 102 
execute server software to serve HTML source files or Web 
pages 114a-114d (collectively 114), and one or more client 
computing systems 106, telecommunications devices 110 
and/or PDAs 112 execute browser software to request and 
display HTML source files or Web pages 114. 
0064. The network environment 100 includes an interac 

tive art marketplace system. The interactive art marketplace 
system may include one or more server computing systems 
102, databases 104 and one or more client systems 106, 
telecommunications devices 111, and/or PDA devices 112. 
0065. The one or more server computing systems 102 
execute instructions stored on computer-readable storage 
media that cause the server computing systems 102 to provide 
art presentation and art presentation services, art information, 
art purchasing services and provide live synchronous and 
bi-lateral or multi-lateral public or private communications 
during or in connection with Such services to and between one 
or more client systems 106, telecommunications devices 111, 
and/or PDA devices 112. Also, the one or more affiliate client 
systems 106, telecommunications devices 111, and/or PDA 
devices 112 may also provide such services to others under 
control of and in connection with the one or more server 
systems 102 to other client systems 106, telecommunications 
devices 111, and/or PDA devices. For instance, one or more 
server computing systems 102 may provide a Web page to one 
or more client systems 106 displaying particular pieces of art 
in during a live presentation being provided over the Web by 
the one or more server computing systems 102 or by one or 
more affiliate client systems 106. 
0066. The instructions may also cause the one or more 
server computing systems 102 to provide information to a 
client computing system or other device to facilitate viewing 
online of particular art objects in various customized environ 
ments, and also to facilitate online purchasing of the various 
art objects. For example, a picture of a perspective view of an 
area in which the art is to be placed may be uploaded from the 
one or more client systems 106 to the one or more server 
computing systems 102. The one or more server computing 
systems may then facilitate placing an image of an art object 
in various areas in the picture, adjusting the image of the art 
object for the particular angle of view as determined by the 
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one or more server computing systems from the uploaded 
picture and other provided information. 
0067. Although not required, the embodiments will be 
described in the general context of computer-executable 
instructions. Such as program application modules, objects, 
or macros Stored on computer- or processor-readable storage 
media and executed by a computer or processor. Those skilled 
in the relevant art will appreciate that the illustrated embodi 
ments as well as other embodiments can be practiced with 
other affiliate system configurations and/or other computing 
system configurations, including hand-held devices, multi 
processor Systems, microprocessor-based or programmable 
consumer electronics, personal computers (“PCs'), network 
PCs, mini computers, mainframe computers, and the like. The 
embodiments can be practiced in distributed computing envi 
ronments where tasks or modules are performed by remote 
processing devices, which are linked through a communica 
tions network. In a distributed computing environment, pro 
gram modules may be located in both local and remote 
memory storage devices. 
0068 FIG. 2 shows an electronic commerce environment 
200 comprising one or more art gallery host computer sys 
tems 102, affiliate art gallery host computer systems 262, 
other affiliate computer systems 264, and consumer computer 
systems 266, communicatively coupled by one or more com 
munications channels, for example one or more local area 
networks (LANs) 208 or wide area networks (WANs) 210. 
The art gallery host computer system 102 will at times be 
referred to in the singular herein, but this is not intended to 
limit the embodiments to a single device since in typical 
embodiments, there may be more than one art gallery host 
computer system or devices involved. Unless described oth 
erwise, the construction and operation of the various blocks 
shown in FIG. 2 are of conventional design. As a result, Such 
blocks need not be described in further detail herein, as they 
will be understood by those skilled in the relevant art. 
0069. The art gallery host computer system 102 may 
include one or more processing units 212a, 212b (collectively 
212), a system memory 214 and a system bus 216 that couples 
various system components including the system memory 
214 to the processing units 212. The processing units 212 may 
be any logic processing unit, Such as one or more central 
processing units (CPUs) 212a, digital signal processors 
(DSPs) 212b, application-specific integrated circuits 
(ASICs), field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), etc. The 
system bus 216 can employ any known bus structures or 
architectures, including a memory bus with memory control 
ler, a peripheral bus, and a local bus. The system memory 214 
includes read-only memory (“ROM) 218 and random access 
memory (RAM) 220. A basic input/output system 
(“BIOS) 222, which can form part of the ROM 218, contains 
basic routines that help transfer information between ele 
ments within the art gallery host computer system 102. Such 
as during start-up. 
0070 The art gallery host computer system 102 may 
include a hard disk drive 224 for reading from and writing to 
a hard disk 226, an optical disk drive 228 for reading from and 
writing to removable optical disks 232, and/or a magnetic 
disk drive 230 for reading from and writing to magnetic disks 
234. The optical disk 232 can be a CD-ROM, while the 
magnetic disk 234 can be a magnetic floppy disk or diskette. 
The hard disk drive 224, optical disk drive 228 and magnetic 
disk drive 230 may communicate with the processing unit 212 
via the system bus 216. The hard disk drive 224, optical disk 
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drive 228 and magnetic disk drive 230 may include interfaces 
or controllers (not shown) coupled between such drives and 
the system bus 216, as is known by those skilled in the 
relevant art. The drives 224, 228 and 230, and their associated 
computer-readable storage media 226, 232,234, may provide 
nonvolatile and non-transitory storage of computer readable 
instructions, data structures, program modules and other data 
for the art gallery host computer system 102. Although the 
depicted art gallery host computer system 102 is illustrated 
employing a hard disk 224, optical disk 228 and magnetic 
disk 230, those skilled in the relevant art will appreciate that 
other types of computer-readable storage media that can store 
data accessible by a computer may be employed. Such as 
magnetic cassettes, flash memory, digital video disks 
(“DVD'), Bernoulli cartridges, RAMs, ROMs, smart cards, 
etc. 

0071 Program modules can be stored in the system 
memory 214. Such as an operating system 236, one or more 
application programs 238, other programs or modules 240 
and program data 242. Application programs 238 may 
include instructions that cause the processor(s) 212 to auto 
matically provide art presentation and art presentation ser 
vices, art information, art purchasing services and provide 
live synchronous multilateral and bi-lateral public or private 
communications during or in connection with Such services 
to and between one or more affiliate systems 262. 264 or 
consumer client systems 266. Other program modules 240 
may include instructions for handling security Such as pass 
word or other access protection and communications encryp 
tion. The system memory 214 may also include communica 
tions programs for example a Web client or browser 244 for 
permitting the art gallery host computer system 102 to access 
and exchange data with sources such as Web sites of the 
Internet, corporate intranets, extranets, or other networks as 
described below, as well as other server applications on server 
computing systems such as those discussed further herein. 
The browser 244 in the depicted embodiment is markup lan 
guage based, such as Hypertext Markup Language (HTML). 
Extensible Markup Language (XML) or Wireless Markup 
Language (WML), and operates with markup languages that 
use syntactically delimited characters added to the data of a 
document to represent the structure of the document. A num 
ber of Web clients or browsers are commercially available 
such as those from Mozilla, Google and Microsoft of Red 
mond, Wash. 
0072 While shown in FIG. 2 as being stored in the system 
memory 214, the operating system 236, application programs 
238, other programs/modules 240, program data 242 and 
browser 244 can be stored on the hard disk 226 of the hard 
disk drive 224, the optical disk 232 of the optical disk drive 
228 and/or the magnetic disk 234 of the magnetic disk drive 
230. 

0073. An operator can enter commands and information 
into the art gallery host computer system 102 through input 
devices Such as a touch screen or keyboard 246 and/or a 
pointing device Such as a mouse 248, and/or via a graphical 
user interface. Other input devices can include a microphone, 
joystick, game pad, tablet, Scanner, etc. These and other input 
devices are connected to one or more of the processing units 
212 through an interface 250 such as a serial port interface 
that couples to the system bus 216, although other interfaces 
Such as a parallel port, a game port or a wireless interface or 
a universal serial bus (“USB) can be used. A monitor 252 or 
other display device is coupled to the system bus 216 via a 
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video interface 254, such as a video adapter. The art gallery 
host computer system 102 can include other output devices, 
Such as speakers, printers, etc. 
0074 The art gallery host computer system 102 can oper 
ate in a networked environment using logical connections to 
one or more remote computers and/or devices as described 
above with reference to FIG. 1. For example, the art gallery 
host computer system 102 can operate in a networked envi 
ronment using logical connections to one or more affiliate art 
gallery network server computer systems 262, other affiliate 
computer systems 264 and/or consumer computer systems 
266. Communications may be via a wired and/or wireless 
network architecture, for instance wired and wireless enter 
prise-wide computer networks, intranets, extranets, and the 
Internet. Other embodiments may include other types of com 
munication networks including telecommunications net 
works, cellular networks, paging networks, and other mobile 
networks. 
0075. The affiliate art gallery host computer system 262 
may take the form of a conventional mainframe computer, 
mini-computer, workstation computer, personal computer 
(desktop or laptop), or handheld computer. The affiliate art 
gallery host computer system 262 may include a processing 
unit 268, a system memory 269 and a system bus (not shown) 
that couples various system components including the system 
memory 269 to the processing unit 268. The affiliate art 
gallery host computer system 262 will at times be referred to 
in the singular herein, but this is not intended to limit the 
embodiments to a single affiliate art gallery host computer 
system 262 since in typical embodiments, there may be more 
than one affiliate art gallery host computer system 262 or 
other device involved. Non-limiting examples of commer 
cially available computer systems include, but are not limited 
to, an 80x86 or Pentium series microprocessor from Intel 
Corporation, U.S.A., a PowerPC microprocessor from IBM, 
a Sparc microprocessor from Sun MicroSystems, Inc., a PA 
RISC series microprocessor from Hewlett-Packard Com 
pany, or a 68XXX series microprocessor from Motorola Cor 
poration. 
0076. The processing unit 268 may be any logic process 
ing unit, such as one or more central processing units (CPUs), 
digital signal processors (DSPs), application-specific inte 
grated circuits (ASICs), field programmable gate arrays (FP 
GAs), etc. Unless described otherwise, the construction and 
operation of the various blocks of the affiliate art gallery host 
computer system 262 shown in FIG. 2 are of conventional 
design. As a result, Such blocks need not be described in 
further detail herein, as they will be understood by those 
skilled in the relevant art. 
0077. The system bus can employ any known bus struc 
tures or architectures, including a memory bus with memory 
controller, a peripheral bus, and a local bus. The system 
memory 269 includes read-only memory (“ROM) 270 and 
random access memory (“RAM) 272. A basic input/output 
system (“BIOS) 271, which can form part of the ROM 270, 
contains basic routines that help transfer information between 
elements within the peripheral computing system 114. Such 
as during start-up. 
0078. The affiliate art gallery host computer system 262 
may also include one or more media drives 273 (e.g., a hard 
disk drive, magnetic disk drive, and/or optical disk drive) for 
reading from and writing to computer-readable storage media 
274 (e.g., hard disk, optical disks, and/or magnetic disks). The 
computer-readable storage media 274 may, for example, take 
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the form of removable media. For example, hard disks may 
take the form of a Winchester drives, optical disks can take the 
form of CD-ROMs, while magnetic disks can take the form of 
magnetic floppy disks or diskettes. The media drive(s) 273 
communicate with the processing unit 268 via one or more 
system buses. The media drives 273 may include interfaces or 
controllers (not shown) coupled between such drives and the 
system bus, as is known by those skilled in the relevant art. 
The media drives 273, and their associated computer-read 
able storage media 274, provide nonvolatile storage of com 
puter readable instructions, data structures, program modules 
and other data for the affiliate art gallery host computer sys 
tem 262. Although described as employing computer-read 
able storage media 274 such as hard disks, optical disks and 
magnetic disks, those skilled in the relevantart will appreciate 
that affiliate art gallery host computer system 262 may 
employ other types of computer-readable storage media that 
can store data accessible by a computer, Such as magnetic 
cassettes, flash memory cards, digital video disks (“DVD'), 
Bernoulli cartridges, RAMs, ROMs, Smart cards, etc. Data or 
information, for example, data from customer relationship 
management (CRM) programs or tools, third party tracking 
programs or tools, etc., can be stored in the computer-read 
able storage media 274. 
0079 Program modules, such as an operating system, one 
or more application programs, other programs or modules 
and program data, can be stored in the system memory 269. 
Program modules may include instructions for handling Secu 
rity such as password or other access protection and commu 
nications encryption. The system memory 269 may also 
include communications programs for example a Web client 
or browser that permits the affiliate art gallery host computer 
system 262 to access and exchange data with Sources Such as 
Web sites of the Internet, corporate intranets, extranets, or 
other networks as described below, as well as other server 
applications on server computing systems such as those dis 
cussed further below. The browser may, for example be 
markup language based. Such as HypertextMarkup Language 
(HTML). Extensible Markup Language (XML) or Wireless 
Markup Language (WML), and may operate with markup 
languages that use syntactically delimited characters added to 
the data of a document to represent the structure of the docu 
ment. 

0080 While described as being stored in the system 
memory 269, the operating system, application programs, 
other programs/modules, program data and/or browser can be 
stored on the computer-readable storage media 274 of the 
media drive(s) 273. An operator can enter commands and 
information into the affiliate art gallery host computer system 
262 via a user interface 275 through input devices such as a 
touch screen or keyboard 276 and/or a pointing device 277 
Such as a mouse. Other input devices can include a micro 
phone, joystick, game pad, tablet, Scanner, etc. These and 
other input devices are connected to the processing unit 269 
through an interface Such as a serial port interface that couples 
to the system bus, although other interfaces such as a parallel 
port, a game port or a wireless interface or a universal serial 
bus (“USB) can be used. A display or monitor 278 may be 
coupled to the system bus via a video interface. Such as a 
Video adapter. The affiliate art gallery host computer system 
262 can include other output devices. Such as speakers, print 
ers, etc. 
0081. The affiliate art gallery host computer system 262 
includes instructions stored in computer-readable storage 
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media that cause the processor(s) of the affiliate art gallery 
host computer system 262 to implement affiliate art gallery 
program functions. For example, the instructions may cause 
the processor(s) to provide communication channels to affili 
ate art galleries for the affiliate art galleries to remotely guide 
or participate in a live art presentation controlled or directed 
by the art gallery host computer system 102, provide images 
of art objects and art information to the art gallery host com 
puter system 102 or consumer computer system 266, perform 
and/or facilitate online art purchase, rental, or trial period 
transactions, and provide pre-recorded on-demand informa 
tion content regarding various art objects and/or art presen 
tations of interest to the art gallery host computer system 102 
and/or consumer computer system 266. 
I0082. The affiliate computer system 264 may be of another 
entity affiliated with the art gallery such as another affiliated 
art dealer, expert, artist studio, museum, or art auction house, 
and may take a variety of forms, for example one or more 
personal computers, server computers, mainframe comput 
ers, mini-computers, microcomputers or workstations. In 
Some embodiments, the art gallery host computer system 102. 
affiliate art gallery computer system 262 and/or affiliate com 
puter system 264 may be operated, hosted, owned or orga 
nized by one entity, which is itself not an art gallery and the art 
gallery host entity and/or other affiliate entities may be par 
ticipating in the interactive art marketplace in exchange for a 
percentage of revenue. The affiliate computer system 264 
may have identical or similar components to the previously 
described computer systems, for example a processing Sub 
system 280 including one or more processor and computer 
readable memories, a media Subsystem including one or more 
drives and computer-readable storage media, and one or more 
user interface Subsystems 282 including one or more key 
boards, keypads, displays, pointing devices, graphical inter 
faces and/or printers. 
I0083. The affiliate computer system 264 includes instruc 
tions stored in computer-readable storage media that cause 
the processor(s) of the affiliate computer system 264 to imple 
ment affiliate functions. For example, the instructions may 
cause the processor(s) to provide communication channels to 
affiliate for the affiliate to remotely guide or participate in a 
live art presentation controlled or directed by the art gallery 
host computer system 102, provide images of art objects and 
art information to the art gallery host computer system 102. 
affiliate art gallery host computer system 262, and/or con 
Sumer computer system 266, perform and/or facilitate online 
art purchase, rental, or trial period transactions, and provide 
additional pre-recorded on-demand information content 
regarding various art objects and/or art presentations of inter 
est to the art gallery host computer system 102, affiliate art 
gallery host computer system 262, and/or consumer com 
puter system 266, and Submit any required reporting to the art 
gallery host computer system 102 and/or affiliate art gallery 
host computer system 262. 
I0084. The potential customer or consumer computer sys 
tem 266 may take a variety of forms, for example one or more 
personal computers, server computers, mainframe comput 
ers, mini-computers, microcomputers or workstations. The 
potential customer or consumer computer system 266 may 
have identical or similar components to the previously 
described computer systems, for example a processing Sub 
system 286 including one or more processor and computer 
readable memories, a media Subsystem 288 including one or 
more drives and computer-readable storage media, and one or 
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more user interface subsystems 290 including one or more 
keyboards, keypads, displays, pointing devices, graphical 
interfaces and/or printers. 
0085. The potential customer or consumer computer sys 
tem 266 may include instructions that enable a customer to 
receive advertising and links to attend online public and/or 
private guided presentations provided by the art gallery host 
computer system 102, by the affiliate art gallery host com 
puter system 262 or by the affiliate computer system 264 as 
directed by the art gallery host computer system. The poten 
tial customer or consumer computer system 266 may also 
include instructions that enable the customer to upload pic 
tures of environments in which art objects may potentially be 
placed, receive customized images and photos including par 
ticular art objects in different environments including those of 
the uploaded pictures, receive on-demand multimedia pre 
sentations regarding particular art objects or artists, purchase 
items electronically, and place orders for art object purchases, 
rentals, or trial periods. 
I0086 FIG.3 is a functional block diagram of an interactive 
art marketplace 300, according to one illustrated embodi 
ment. Shown are an art gallery host entity 302, and art gallery 
affiliate entity 304, another affiliate entity 306, and a con 
Sumer 308. The art gallery host entity 302, and art gallery 
affiliate entity 304, another affiliate entity 306, and consumer 
308 may, for example, have corresponding networked com 
puter systems such as those described above with reference to 
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. However, the physical location of such 
computer systems under control of each entity may be in 
various locations with, or remote from, the various physical 
business locations, office headquarters, or retail centers asso 
ciated with each entity. The art gallery host entity 302 is an 
entity that provides art information and opportunities to view 
online (and possibly also in person) particular art objects to 
the consumer 308. The art gallery may also sell, rent, or lend 
on a trial basis, the particular art objects to the consumer, for 
example, through the online interactive art marketplace 310. 
The affiliate art gallery 304 and other affiliate 306 may work 
in cooperation with and is directed by the art gallery host 
entity 302 in providing the services described herein. 
Examples of the other affiliate 306 may include, but are 
limited to, art dealers, art experts, artists, studios, art Schools 
and universities, professors, critics, art communities and 
organizations, governmental agencies, museums, and art auc 
tion houses or other retail centers. There may be one or more 
art gallery affiliates 304, other affiliates 306, and consumers 
308 and the system is not limited to the particular embodi 
ment shown in FIG. 3. 

0087 Also shown are various online activities and ser 
vices provided and enabled by the networked computer sys 
tems of the art gallery host entity 302 and possibly the art 
gallery affiliate 304 and other affiliate 306. These include a 
guided public art session or auction 312, self-directed view 
ing and browsing 314 and a private purchase enabling session 
316. The guided public art session or auction 312 may be a 
session completely open to the public in which no invitation 
or user authentication is required in order for users to partici 
pate. More typically, participation in the guided public art 
session or auction 312 will be limited in some manner with 
respect to the number and identity of particular users partici 
pating in the session. For example, electronic invitations may 
be sent to a selected group of individuals or entities, and a 
limited number of slots or “seats' provided. The number of 
available slots or “seats' may be significantly less than the 
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number of electronic invitations sent. Thus, these “public' 
sessions may not be open to the general public, but rather to a 
public of one or more art galleries. In contrast, the private 
sessions may be limited to a single individual or entity from 
the art galleries’ public. Participation in the private purchas 
ing enabling session 316 may be limited to a salesperson 
representative or other agent of the art gallery entity or affili 
ate and a single consumer 308. A consumer includes a single 
individual consumer or multiple individuals representing a 
single art purchasing entity. For example, the private purchas 
ing enabling session 316 may include a salesperson or other 
art gallery representative and a particular consumer 308 who 
was previously participating in the guided public art session 
312 and is ready to purchase or learn about purchasing or trial 
period options for a particular art object presented during the 
guided public art session or auction 312. In one embodiment, 
a consumer 308 is able to participate in any one of these 
activities remotely via a Web site provided by the art gallery 
host entity 302 which includes the online interactive art mar 
ketplace portal 310 from which the guided public art session 
or auction 312, self-directed viewing and browsing 314 and a 
private purchase enabling session 316 may be directly or 
indirectly accessed. For example, Some of the sessions or 
activities may require the consumer 308 to have an account 
with (i.e., be a member of) the online interactive marketplace 
300, and thus the consumer 308 would use their Web browser 
to go to the online interactive art marketplace portal 310 to 
create the account and receive member and login credentials, 
Such as a user name and password, and then log on through 
online interactive art marketplace portal 310. After logging 
on, the user may have access to various services and activities 
Such as signing up or making a reservation for a guided for a 
guided public art session or auction 312 and/or the private 
purchase enabling session 316. Alternatively, the user may 
directly enter Such a session if a spot is available once logged 
on. The user also may or may not need to be logged on to 
access the self-directed viewing and browsing 314. 
I0088. In one embodiment, the self-directed viewing and 
browsing 314 may include Web services to provide the con 
Sumer 308 a variety of images, video, and or audio data 
related to art objects and corresponding information Such that 
the consumer may determine whether they are interested in 
the particular art object. If the user determines they are inter 
ested they may indicate this to the art gallery host entity 302 
through the online interactive art marketplace portal 310 via a 
user interface feature of the interactive art marketplace portal 
310 (e.g., by using an input device Such as a mouse, touch 
screen, keyboard etc.) that automatically communicates to 
the art gallery host entity 302 the identification of the particu 
lar art object and the identification of the member if logged in. 
I0089. The consumer 308 may also choose to enter a pri 
vate purchasing enabling session 314 through the online 
interactive art marketplace portal 310 in which the consumer, 
a guest of the consumer (or perhaps both the consumer 308 
and consumer's guest) may participate in a multimedia online 
private conference with a salesperson or representative 
regarding a particular art object or artist. This private pur 
chase enabling session 316 may include, but is not limited to: 
live video conferences; live chat sessions; online slideshows 
or video presentations; 3-D presentations, partial or full con 
trol of a client's or consumer's display, computer system, or 
peripheral devices to provide Such presentations or informa 
tion; file sharing; combined telephone and live Web confer 
ences; text messaging; emailing; telephony; and other syn 



US 2014/0298.209 A1 

chronous or asynchronous bi-lateral or multi-lateral 
communications over the Internet or other communications, 
satellite, or telecommunications networks or systems. How 
ever, typically, the session includes a two-way or multi-lateral 
conference, wherein each participant has their connection 
un-muted, enabling synchronous open communication 
between the participants. In one embodiment, the audio of the 
session may be partially or fully provided over an IP connec 
tion between the participants, e.g., using Voice over IP (VoIP) 
technologies, or, alternatively, over other telecommunica 
tions networks in order to preserve more bandwidth over the 
IP connection for images and/or video being shared during 
the session. The consumer and art gallery host entity 302 may 
be able to selectively configure and customize the private 
purchase enabling session 316 to fit particular needs and 
circumstances. For example, the consumer may want to view 
an actual art object through live streaming video on the Web 
in a variety of real environments at the art gallery host entity 
302 location, but may not want or need the art gallery location 
312 to be able to see the consumer 308. In such a case, the 
consumer 308 or art gallery host entity 302 may be able to 
configure a setting through the online interactive art market 
place portal 310 to customize the private purchase enabling 
session 316 such that the art gallery host entity 302 cannot see 
the consumer 308 during the video conference. 
0090 Also, during the online private purchase enabling 
session 316, although the consumer 308 may have received 
the specifications regarding the size of a particular art object, 
they may not appreciate the size relative to other familiar 
objects, or how the art object would appear next to various 
objects in their home or office or as hung on a wall. In 
addition, the consumer 308 may have particular items in their 
home or office next to which they would like to see what art 
objects of various sizes would look like. Thus, the consumer 
308 may participate in an interactive presentation during the 
private purchase enabling session 316 where the salesperson 
or other agent of the art gallery host entity 302 may present in 
real time on the Web to the consumer 308 an image of the 
particular art object to scale next to or in relation to a variety 
of other familiar reference items of which the consumer is 
likely to know the relative size. The salesperson or other agent 
of the art gallery host entity 302 may also select different art 
objects in different size categories to show next to or in 
relation to a particular familiar reference item so that the 
consumer 308 can appreciate the size of various art objects 
next to the particular reference item. There also may be one or 
more art objects displayed to scale with one or more reference 
items at one time. Before or during the private purchase 
enabling session 316, the user may also provide (e.g., over 
email, multimedia message service, network file-sharing, or 
other file transfer protocol) certain images (e.g., wall, furni 
ture, floor, carpet), and information indicating their relative or 
approximate size, next to which the consumer would like to 
see the art object. The art gallery host entity 302 salesperson 
or other agent may then display online the particular art object 
to scale next to the image of the reference item communicated 
by the consumer 308. Further details regarding such an inter 
active and customized experience are described with refer 
ence to FIG. 5 below. 

0091 Also, the consumer may want to see what a particu 
lar art object would look like hanging on the wall in their 
home or office. During the private purchase enabling session 
316, the consumer may take a digital picture of the actual 
location in which they would like to see the art and commu 
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nicate the picture to the art gallery host entity 302 through the 
online interactive art marketplace portal 310, using, or in 
combination with, a variety of communications channels 
(e.g., in a multimedia message from their cellular telephone 
or other mobile device, email, network file-sharing, or other 
file transfer protocol). The one or more server computing 
systems of the art gallery host entity 302 may then digitally 
place an image of the particular art object, to scale, in various 
areas in the picture, and adjust the image of the art object for 
the particular angle of view as determined from the commu 
nicated picture or other provided input. Further details 
regarding Such an interactive and customized experience are 
described with reference to FIG. 7 below. 

0092. If a consumer desires to purchase, rent or have a 
particular art object for a trial period, the transaction may be 
partially or totally completed online through the online inter 
active Web portal. For example, the user may electronically 
indicate a trial period selection for a particular art object via a 
Web interface of the online interactive art marketplace portal 
310. Once the selection is received, the consumer's credit 
card account or other credit account (e.g., with the online 
interactive art marketplace 300 or other entity) or prepaid 
account will either be authorized or charged for the full pur 
chase price of the art object and the art object will be crated 
and shipped or marked for pick-up by the consumer 308. If 
after the trial period, the consumer wants to return the art 
object, they may do so in the crate provided. Once received in 
proper condition by the art gallery host entity 302, other 
applicable art gallery affiliate 304 or other affiliate 306, the 
credit card or other applicable account of the consumer 308 
may be credited for the full amount or some lesser amount. 
The consumer's identifying information Such as credit card 
number, bank account number, billing address and shipping 
address may be pre-loaded into an online order or selectable 
by the consumer to be pre-loaded via a member account and 
profile management system of the online interactive art mar 
ketplace portal 310 to increase the speed and convenience of 
the ordering process. 
0093. Other consumer information may be stored such as 
purchase history, art objects viewed, liked or disliked, demo 
graphic data, Survey information, etc. to make customized 
manual or automated art suggestions or automated targeted 
online art event advertisements or notices. The collective 
consumer data may be analyzed and mined to detect art mar 
ket trends, conditions and further improve the online interac 
tive art marketplace 300 to provide relevant information and 
art products to the consumer 308. Such analysis and/or con 
Sumer data may be shared with affiliates. 
0094. The above processes and other like transactions may 
be completely automated under control of the online interac 
tive art marketplace 300 systems described herein. For 
example, the exact physical location of each art object may be 
tracked by electronic devices such as radio frequency identi 
fication devices (RFID) affixed to the art objects or by 
scanned machine-readable symbols (e.g., barcodes). Once an 
order is placed, and the consumers card is automatically 
charged, the online interactive art marketplace 300 system 
may prepare shipping documents and alert the particular gal 
lery, studio, warehouse or other location at which the art 
object is stored so that it may be shipped to the correct loca 
tion. All may be accomplished automatically with little or no 
marked human effort. 

0.095 The guided public art session or auction 312 may be 
a guided multimedia presentation in which multiple parties 
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can participate through the online interactive art marketplace 
portal 310. In some embodiments, the guided public art ses 
sion or auction 312 may include or be a live auction conducted 
online involving participants in a variety of locations includ 
ing at the live location and/or remote locations. In one 
embodiment, some or all participants are consumers 308 that 
are registered members of the online interactive art market 
place 300. The consumer 308 first reserves a “seat” at the 
guided public art session or auction 312 through any variety 
of communication channels described herein through which 
their membership may be authenticated. The consumer may 
then receive a link via email, a code, or other electronic ticket 
which they use to electronically enter the guided public art 
session or auction 312 through the online interactive art mar 
ketplace portal 310. The participants of the guided public art 
session or auction 312 are then presented with a variety of 
information about particular art objects or artists by at least 
one session leader who may be an agent of the art gallery host 
entity 302 or other art expert, and may be given opportunities 
to interact with the agent(s) or expert(s) during the guided 
public art session or auction 312. The session being led by a 
person knowledgeable about the art being presented provides 
for a smooth, professional and effective operation of the ses 
sion and avoids session participants becoming confused or 
unable to have a chance for equal participation. The guided 
public art session or auction 312 may include, but is not 
limited to: live video conferences; live chat sessions; online 
slideshows or video presentations; 3-D presentations, file 
sharing, combined telephone and live Web conferences; text 
messaging; emailing; and other synchronous or asynchro 
nous bi-lateral or multi-lateral communications over the 
Internet or other communications channels, satellite commu 
nication systems, telecommunications systems, or other net 
works or systems. However, typically, the session includes a 
two-way or multi-lateral conference, wherein each partici 
pant has their connection un-muted, enabling synchronous 
open communication between the participants. In one 
embodiment, the audio of the session may be partially or fully 
provided overan IP connection between the participants, e.g., 
using Voice over IP (VoIP) technologies, or, alternatively, 
over other telecommunications networks in order to preserve 
more bandwidth over the IP connection for images and/or 
Video being shared during the session. 
0096. In one embodiment, if a consumer 308 is currently 
participating in a guided public art session or auction 312 and 
desires to move to a private purchase enabling session 316, or 
is currently participating in a private purchase enabling ses 
sion 316 and desires to move to a currently happening guided 
public art session or auction 312, the consumer may do so 
seamlessly (e.g., by following particular links or providing 
particular information to or through the online interactive art 
marketplace portal 310), as described in more detail with 
reference to FIG. 4 below. In one embodiment, the consumer 
308 is allowed to freely move between the self-directed view 
ing and browsing 314, the guided public art session or auction 
312, and the private purchase enabling session 316. In other 
embodiments, there may be certain restrictions between 
movement between the various activities and sessions which 
may be selectable by the art gallery host entity 302 and 
implemented, monitored and enforced by the systems of the 
online interactive art marketplace 300 based on a variety of 
factors including, but not limited to: whether the consumer 
308 is a member of the online interactive art marketplace 300: 
the consumer's membership level or membership status; the 
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exact identity of the consumer 308; whether the consumer has 
completed a current purchase or other transaction; the con 
Sumer's spending history; the consumer's transaction history 
with the art gallery or art gallery affiliate 304, or other affili 
ate; the consumer's credit rating; whether the consumer has 
been issued a reservation or electronic ticket for a particular 
online session or activity; or whether there is a spot available 
in the guided public art session or auction, etc. 
0097. Also, in various embodiments particular features, 
functionality and customizations provided via the online 
interactive art marketplace portal 310 described herein as 
being available as part of a particular guided public art session 
or auction 312, private purchase enabling session 316, or the 
self-directed viewing and browsing 314 may be controlled by 
the consumer 308, art gallery host entity 302, art gallery 
affiliate 304, or other affiliate 306 as is selectable by and in the 
discretion of the art gallery host entity 302. For example, in 
Some alternative embodiments, the customized functionality 
described herein of enabling the consumer 308 to view par 
ticular art objects next to particular reference items and view 
the art object within a picture provided by the consumer 308 
of a potential environment in which the art object is to be 
placed may be provided in the self-directed viewing and 
browsing session 314. This is such that the consumer 314 may 
participate in Such a customized experience without assis 
tance and have control over the session. The ability to selec 
tively provide such self-help features and options may be 
provided by a configurable management system of online 
interactive art marketplace 300 as implemented by a com 
puter system controlled by the art gallery host entity 302. 
(0098 FIG. 4 shows a method 400 of providing online art 
sessions, according to one illustrated embodiment. The 
method starts at 402, in which a reservation request may be 
received from a user for an online guided public art session or 
a private purchase enabling session. The reservation request 
may be electronically or manually communicated in a variety 
of manners and over a variety of different communication 
channels including email, Web page entry, text message, tele 
phone, mail, fax, chat message, instant message, etc., through 
or outside the online interactive art marketplace portal 310 
(shown in FIG. 3). For example, a user may log onto the 
online interactive art marketplace portal 310, in which their 
membership has already been authenticated by the logging 
on, and then go to a specific section or select (e.g., click) on a 
particular link within the online interactive art marketplace 
portal 310 indicating that the member would like to make a 
reservation for the guided public art session or auction 312. 
Alternatively, the member can send an email to a particular 
email address associated with the art gallery hostentity 302 or 
online interactive art marketplace 300 from an email address 
associated with their membership registration. 
0099. At 404, a link or electronic ticket is sent to the user 
upon approval of the request enabling their entry into the 
requested session. The approval may be based on a number of 
different criteria including, but not limited to: whether there is 
a spot available in the selected session, whether the user is a 
member of the online interactive art marketplace 300; the 
user's membership level or membership status; the exact 
identity of the user; whether the user has completed a current 
purchase or other transaction; the user's spending history; the 
user's transaction history with the art gallery or art gallery 
affiliate, or otheraffiliate; the user's credit rating; etc. In some 
embodiments, the link or electronic ticket may be sent as an 
electronic invitation without having received any initial 
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request. The electronic ticket, for example, may include an 
entry or access code for the session or other data with which 
the identification of the user or electronic ticket may be veri 
fied. At 406, the user is allowed to enter the selected online 
session based on use of the link or electronic ticket. In some 
embodiments, a request and use of a link or electronic ticket 
need not be received to allow the user to enter the session as 
long as the user has verified their membership by logging on 
the online interactive art marketplace portal 310. 
0100. At 408, it may be determined whether a request has 
been received from a user to switch sessions. If not, then at 
424, optionally, once the session in which the user is currently 
participating finishes, a recording of the session may be auto 
matically stored. The stored recording may be used for a 
variety of different purposes including, but not limited to: 
providing other authorized users (e.g., other members, artists, 
students, studios, affiliates, etc.) the opportunity to view the 
session at a later time online, provide feedback online to the 
person or people that guided the session, provide a record of 
particular transactions that occurred during the session, pro 
vide the participants of the session an opportunity to review 
the session online, provide recorded sessions online as addi 
tional products for consumers, provide the recorded session 
as educational material to Schools and organizations, etc. 
0101 If it has been determined at 408 that the user has 
requested to Switch sessions during their current session, then 
it may be determined at 410 whether the request to switch 
sessions is from a public to a private session (e.g., from a 
guided public art session or auction 312 to a private purchase 
enabling session 316 as described above). This may occur, for 
example, when a user sees a particular art object that the user 
is interested in during the public session and may want to 
purchase or learn more about that particular art object. 
0102) If it is determined at 410 that the request to switch 
sessions is from a public to a private session, then a private 
session is created at 412 at which point the user may exit the 
public session resulting in the session ceasing to be remotely 
displayed or otherwise provided to the user while other users 
continue to participate in the public session. In some embodi 
ments, the public session may be a session completely open to 
the public in which no invitation or user authentication is 
required in order for users to participate, or limited in some 
manner with respect to the number and identity of particular 
users participating in the session. Participation in the private 
session may be limited to a salesperson representative or 
other agent of the art gallery entity or affiliate and a single 
consumer. A consumer includes a single individual consumer 
or multiple individuals representing a single art purchasing 
entity. For example, in one embodiment, only the user and a 
salesperson are allowed to enter or participate in the session. 
In another embodiment, one or more guests of the user are 
also allowed to enter. The private session may be created 
online while the public session is occurring and be entered via 
the online interactive art marketplace portal 310 or other 
online application. For example, a virtual chat room or meet 
ing room associated with the private session may be presented 
on the user's display in another Web page or window, or 
another frame within the same Web page as that of the public 
session in which the user is currently participating. At 414, a 
link or electronic ticket may be sent (e.g., sent via text, email, 
Web chat, other electronic message, etc.) to the user and other 
relevant parties enabling their entry into the private purchase 
enabling session. The user may enter by selecting (e.g., click 
ing) on the link or entering a code or password online to 
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activate or enter the private session presented on the user's 
display in another Web page or window, or another frame or 
area within the same Web page or window in which the public 
session is being displayed. In other embodiments, the user 
may be already identified and/or authenticated if they are 
currently logged on to the online interactive art marketplace 
portal 310 when requesting to enter the private session, and 
they may be automatically allowed to enter the private session 
by selecting (e.g., clicking on) an icon, button, link, window 
or other object presented to them on their display while 
logged on the interactive art marketplace portal 310. 
0103) At 416 the user may be seamlessly switched to the 
private purchasing enabling session. This Switching may be a 
seamless handoff to the private session as the user may con 
tinue to participate in the public session while waiting for 
their request switch to be allowed and the private session to be 
created by the system of the online interactive art marketplace 
portal 310. For example, a virtual chat room or meeting room 
associated with the private session may be presented on the 
user's display in another Web page or window, or another 
frame within the same Web page as that of the public session 
in which the user is currently participating. Once the request 
to Switch is approved and user has been properly authenti 
cated (e.g., by selecting (e.g., clicking) on the link sent, pro 
viding a password or pass code, using an electronic ticket, or 
by virtue of the user sending the request while being logged 
on to the online interactive art marketplace portal 310), the 
user may switch to the private session by selecting (e.g., 
clicking) on a virtual chat room or meeting room associated 
with the private session. The window, frame or Web page of 
the virtual chat room or meeting room of the public session 
from which the user switched is then automatically closed 
after the Switch to the private session is completed. In some 
alternative embodiments, the user may be allowed to continue 
to participate either actively or passively in the in public 
session while also participating in the private session, in 
which case the applicable window will not be closed. Also, 
management functionality of the online interactive art mar 
ketplace portal 310 may allow particular users privileges or 
access credentials to monitor, view and/or participate in any 
session (public or private) currently happening via the online 
interactive art marketplace portal 310. For example, a session 
leader may have multiple displays, windows, or frames con 
trolled by one or more computers showing a variety of ses 
sions happening concurrently or that are overlapping in time. 
0104. The private purchasing enabling session may be 
performed in a variety of different matters and include a 
variety of different online functionality in order to enable the 
user to experience and learn about a particular art object or 
objects as described above and in more detail below. At 418, 
an art purchase, rental or trial period transaction may be 
completed within the private purchasing enabling session and 
the particular art object may be sent (or arrangements made to 
send the art object) to the user. This process may also be 
automated as described in more detail above. The process 
then returns to 408 where it may be determined whether a 
request is received from the user to Switch to another session 
(e.g., return to the same public art session from which they 
Switched or continue on to another private session, etc.). 
0105. If it is determined at 410 that the request to switch 
sessions is not from a public to a private session (i.e., from a 
private session to a public session), then the user may be 
seamlessly handed off in the other direction to the public 
session if the session is not finished and there is still a spot 
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available. The user may want to switch from a private to a 
public session, for example, when the user becomes aware of 
the public session currently happening online and they have 
either completed a transaction in their private session as 
described above, or are no longer interested in continuing 
their private session and would rather join or re-join one of the 
guided public art sessions currently happening. If the guided 
public art session to which the user wants to switch is not 
finished, then once the Switch is approved, at 422 the user may 
be switched to the guided public art session activated by the 
user selecting (e.g., clicking) on a sent link, using a provided 
password or pass code, or other authentication as described 
above in a similar manner to that of Switching the user from 
the public session to the private session. The process then 
continues on to 408 where it may be determined again 
whether there is a request from the user to switch sessions 
(e.g., Switch to a private session or to a different public ses 
sion). However, the particular manner in which the user 
Switches sessions and the functionality allowing the user to 
Switch sessions in the particular manner may vary and is not 
limited to the embodiment shown and described with refer 
ence to FIG. 4. 

0106 FIG. 5 shows a method 500 of presenting pieces of 
art online, according to one illustrated embodiment. In vari 
ous alternative embodiments, the method described below 
and other methods described herein below may be performed 
by and/or controlled by any user or system of the online 
interactive art marketplace 300 and may be performed as part 
of or in conjunction with, any of the features and function 
ality described herein of the online interactive art marketplace 
300. These include, but are not limited to the private purchase 
enabling session 316, self-directed viewing and browsing 
314, and guided public art session or auction 312, etc. Thus 
the term “user” described herein may refer to the consumer 
308, or a salesperson, agent or representative of the art gallery 
hostentity 302, art gallery affiliate 304 or otheraffiliate 306 or 
even artist. However, in some embodiments, the control and/ 
or participation of the method below and other methods 
described herein may be selectively restricted to certain users, 
systems or sessions, such as, for example, restricted to the 
private purchase enabling session 316 and performed by the 
online interactive art marketplace system under the control 
and Supervision of at least one session leader who may be a 
salesperson, other agent, or art expert of the art gallery host 
entity 302, art gallery affiliate 304 or other affiliate 306. The 
session being led by a person knowledgeable about the art 
being presented provides for a Smooth, professional and 
effective operation of the session and avoids session partici 
pants becoming confused or unable to have a chance for equal 
participation. As described above infurther detail, the process 
below may be performed over the Web or other communica 
tions network via the online interactive art marketplace portal 
31 O. 

0107 At 502, an art object selection is received or an art 
object is selected for a particular user based on criteria input 
by the user, a salesperson or other agent. The art object selec 
tion may also be made automatically based on previous input 
gathered by the system of the online interactive art market 
place 300. The input and criteria may be related to a variety of 
different data and factors including, but not limited to: indi 
cations of interest made by the user, previous purchase history 
of the user, previous online session participation by the user, 
demographic information of the user, the user's budget, etc. 
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0108. At 504 an image of a reference object next to which 
to display an image of the art object selection is electronically 
received or a reference object image is automatically selected 
based on particular input criteria. The input criteria may 
include, but is not limited to: size of the selected art object, 
size of objects in the environment in which the art object is to 
be placed, particular known reference objects in the environ 
ment in which the art object is to be placed, color and other 
characteristics of known reference objects in the environment 
in which the art object is to be placed, etc. For example, there 
may be a number and variety of Sample reference objects 
from which to select categorized by size, color, décor style, 
commonality, etc. Generally, the reference objects may be 
those types of common household objects that are familiar to 
the user and having a size with which the user would be 
familiar (e.g., a light Switch, a door, common furniture pieces, 
etc.). The user may also provide their own images of reference 
objects to use and optionally include measurements and/or 
other scale data of the provided reference object. 
0109. At 506, the art object is then electronically displayed 
to scale next to or in other relation to the reference object on 
the user's display. The salesperson, agent or representative of 
the art gallery host entity 302, art gallery affiliate 304 or other 
affiliate 306, and in an alternative embodiment, the consumer 
308, may move, adjust or change the reference object and/or 
the art object on the display by use of an input device such as 
a mouse, touch screen, trackball, etc. Such movement will 
also be shown on the display of the consumer 308. In some 
embodiments, two or more art objects of interest may be 
displayed simultaneously or concurrently in relation to one or 
more reference objects. Such may be implement by Scaling 
each of the art objects with respect to a given reference object. 
Where two or more reference objects are employed, such may 
be scaled with respect to one another, either as stored in the 
system or just prior to Scaling or display of the art objects. The 
art objects may then be respectively scaled with respect to the 
reference objects, which inherently scales multiple art objects 
with respect to one another. Alternatively, the art objects may 
be scaled with respect to one another, then scaled to with 
respect to the reference object(s). 
0110. For example, at 508 it is determined whether the 
user has selected another reference object or art object. If it 
has been determined that the user has selected another refer 
ence objector art object, at 510 the size of the art object image 
and/or the size of the reference object image (or new refer 
ence object image) is adjusted relative to each other to keep 
the proper scale. The entire art object and entire reference 
object image may be displayed together, or portions of the 
objects images may be display together. Also, the user may 
Zoom in or out to view either of the objects in greater or less 
detail, but the scale is kept accurate between the objects 
during any Such manipulation of the object images. At 512 
user input may be received to move objects, change the color 
of the background in front of which the objects are displayed 
or an objects color. Then at 514 the location(s) of the object 
(s) is changed, and/or the background color is changed 
according to the received user input. Such may be particularly 
useful if the consumer's display has been color calibrated. 
0111. At 516, an indication of interest may be received 
(e.g., from a consumer user) regarding a particular art object 
being displayed. This indication of interest may be electroni 
cally communicated in a variety of manners, such as, for 
example, by the user selecting (e.g., clicking or pushing on) 
an icon or checkbox next to the icon on the user's display 
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comprising a thumbnail representation of the art object of 
interest. Additionally, this indication of interest may be used 
for future reference in making decisions regarding transac 
tions of the user and electronic interactions with the user 
regarding recommendations of other art objects or artists to 
the user. The indication of interest may also be an indication 
that the user wants to purchase or otherwise complete a trans 
action regarding the art object of interest. In which case, an 
order process may be automatically initiated for that art 
object of interest. 
0112. If it has been determined at 508 that the user has not 
selected another reference object or art object, then the pro 
cess may continue on to 512 wherein user input is received as 
described above to adjust the current objects being displayed. 
0113. The screen prints shown in FIGS. 6A-6I are 
example user interfaces that may be generated by one or more 
of the computer systems described herein and appear on a 
user's display in accordance with various embodiments and 
methods described herein for the online interactive art mar 
ketplace 300. However, a variety of other user interfaces and 
controls of various types are contemplated and may be 
employed with the methods and processes described herein. 
0114. In the screen print example 600 provided in FIG. 
6A, the first art object 602 is a painting of a first size and the 
reference object is a wall light switch 604 of a smaller size 
than the first art object 602. For example, the screen print 600 
includes one or more toolbars, such as toolbars 601, 606 with 
user selectable icons and/or menus to control operation of a 
browser application program executed by the art gallery com 
puting system 102, affiliate art gallery host computer system 
262, affiliate computer system 264 and/or consumer com 
puter system 266 (FIG.2). As can be seen in FIG. 6A, one may 
determine the relative size of the first art object 602 by com 
paring an image of it visually with a familiar reference object 
of a commonly known size such as the light Switch image 604. 
Note, the first reference object 604 and first art object 602 are 
displayed as if they were approximately the same distance 
away from the viewer. 
0115 User interface, menus, devices and controls 606, 
608, 630 may be used to manipulate, change, and/or adjust the 
first art object 602 and first reference object 604. In particular, 
shown across the top of the screen print 600 is a set of user 
controls 606 to change a variety of characteristics of the 
images and background including color, view, etc. Also 
included in the set of controls 608 is a reference object drop 
down menu 608, which may be used to select different refer 
ence objects by name. The reference object drop down menu 
608 also may display the name of the currently selected 
reference object (e.g., “light switch') as shown in FIG. 6A. 
Shown in the upper left hand corner of the screen print 600 is 
an art object size category drop down menu 630 which may be 
used to select an art object by size category. The art object size 
category drop down menu 630 may also display the name size 
category of the currently selected art object (e.g., 'Small') as 
shown in FIG. 6A. 

0116 FIG. 6B is a screen print 608 of a Webpage showing 
the first art object 602 to scale next to a second reference 
object 610, according to one illustrated embodiment. In FIG. 
6B, the second reference object 610 is a chair. As can be seen 
in FIG. 6B, the first art object 602 is now displayed smaller 
since the chair 610 is significantly larger than the light switch 
of FIG. 6A and the view is Zoomed out to display both the 
chair 610 and first art object 602. 
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0117 FIG. 6C is a screen print 612 of a Webpage showing 
the first art object to scale next to a third reference object, 
according to one illustrated embodiment. In FIG. 6B, the 
second reference object 610 is a larger armchair. Note how 
ever, the armchair 614 is displayed to the right of the first art 
object 602, as the user may select and drag the images of the 
art objects and reference objects in two dimensional space to 
change their positions on the display relative to each other 
while keeping the apparent distance between the viewer and 
the reference object and art object the same. In alternative 
embodiments, full three dimensional renderings of the art 
objects and reference objects may be rotated. However, in 
order to keep the same perceived proper scale between both 
objects, reference object 614 and the art object 602 are dis 
played as if they were always approximately the same dis 
tance away from the viewer (i.e., in the same plane perpen 
dicular to the line of sight of the viewer) as the user rotates 
each object or Zooms in or Zooms out to view the objects in 
greater or less detail. For example, if a user Zooms in on art 
object 602, the view of reference object 614 will also be 
Zoomed in at the same rate and to the same extent. 
0118 FIG. 6D is a screen print 616 of a Webpage showing 
a second art object 618 to scale next to a fourth reference 
object 620, according to one illustrated embodiment. As 
shown in FIG. 6D, the second art object 618 is a larger 
painting and belongs to the large size category of art objects 
as is displayed in the drop down menu 630. The fourth refer 
ence object 620 is a door next to which the second art object 
618 appears to be hanging. 
0119 FIG. 6E is a screen print 622 of a Webpage showing 
the second art object 618 to scale next to the first reference 
object 604 (e.g., the light Switch), according to one illustrated 
embodiment. Note the view of the second art object 618 is 
Zoomed in further than shown in FIG. 6D due to the smaller 
size of the light switch reference object 604 and appears quite 
large next to the light switch 604. 
I0120 FIG. 6F is a screen print 624 of a Webpage showing 
the second art object 618 and an interface 626 for selecting a 
background wall color from a palette of colors, according to 
one illustrated embodiment. To change the background color, 
a user may click on any color within the palette shown in the 
interface 626. Also shown is a window 628 including various 
information regarding the art object 618 displayed including 
art object title, artist name, Verbal description and dimen 
sions. Other or different information may optionally also be 
included including, but not limited to: price, age of art object, 
background, further artist information and background, etc. 
The window 628 may be activated by any variety of keyboard 
strokes or controls on the Webpage in which the image of the 
art object 618 appears including buttons, links or menu items. 
I0121 FIG. 6G is a screen print 632 of a Webpage showing 
the second art object 632 and the art object size category drop 
down menu 630, according to one illustrated embodiment. 
Once activated, the art object size category drop down menu 
630 displays the different size categories (e.g., Small, medium 
and large) of art objects. In other embodiments, other size 
categories (e.g., extra Small or extra large) identified by par 
ticular dimension ranges, and other categories or genres of art 
may also be displayed. 
0.122 FIG. 6H is a screen print 634 of a Webpage showing 
the second art object 618 and a group of thumbnail represen 
tations 636 of art pieces in a selected medium size category, 
according to one illustrated embodiment. As shown in FIG. 
6H, once a user selects a particular size category (e.g., from 
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the drop down menu 630) a group of thumbnail representa 
tions 636 of art objects in the selected size category will 
appear. 

0123 FIG. 6I is a screen print 638 of a Webpage showing 
the group of thumbnail representations 636 of FIG. 6H of the 
art objects in the selected medium size category and shows a 
mark on one of the thumbnails 640 indicating disinterest in 
the art object represented by the thumbnail, according to one 
illustrated embodiment. This indication may be made by the 
user in a variety of ways, including, for example, the user 
selecting (e.g., clicking) on the particular thumbnail image 
which may then bring up a menu of items to select from 
indicating level of interest or disinterest. A mark may then be 
put on the thumbnail image 640 identifying the level of inter 
est or disinterest. In one embodiment, the art object may 
optionally be automatically removed from the display or from 
available art objects in the group for the particular user 
according to the level of disinterest, etc. Additionally, in an 
alternative embodiment, this indication of disinterestorinter 
est may be used for future reference in making decisions 
regarding transactions of the user and electronic interactions 
with the user regarding recommendations of other art objects 
or artists to the user. The indication of interest may also be an 
indication that the user wants to purchase or otherwise com 
plete a transaction regarding the art object of interest. In 
which case, an order process may be automatically initiated 
for the particular art object of interest. 
0124. In one embodiment, particular size categories and 
other types of categories (e.g., styles) of reference objects 
may be available to be selected by a user in a similar manner 
to the size categories of the art objects. For example, when a 
particular size category is selected using a reference object 
size category drop down menu (not shown), the available 
reference objects (e.g., titles, or thumbnail images of the 
available reference objects) shown in the reference object 
drop down menu are those of the selected size category. The 
desired reference object to be displayed may then be selected 
from the reference object drop down menu. 
0125 FIG. 7 is a flow diagram showing a method 700 of 
digitally presenting art objects online on a provided digital 
picture of a perspective view of an area in which the art is to 
be placed, according to one illustrated embodiment. At 702 a 
picture is received of a perspective or isometric view of a 
potential wall or other rectangular object on which, or next to 
which an art object may be displayed. Also received may be 
dimension or other scale data associated with items in the 
picture. For example, the scale data may include a measure 
ment of an item within the picture or scale data with respect to 
the actual size of the picture itself and/or or items within the 
picture, etc. Also, if a reference item is included in the 
received picture that has a known standard size or known 
exact or approximate size, (e.g., a person, light Switch, door, 
Soda can, piece of paper, pen or pencil, etc.) receiving the 
scale data may be optional because the scale may be deter 
mined or estimated based on the known exact or approximate 
reference object size. The picture and associated Scale data 
may be received electronically via a number of different 
methods and protocols including, but not limited to: a file 
upload function of a Web page of the online interactive art 
marketplace portal 310 or other Web page, email, multimedia 
message service (MMS) cellular telephone message, file 
transfer protocol (ftp), network file sharing, peer-to-peer file 
sharing, or other file transfer methods or protocols. For 
example, the picture may be received by a consumer 308 via 
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an upload function over the Web during a private purchase 
enabling session while the consumer 308 is logged onto the 
online interactive art marketplace portal 310 with their cam 
era, mobile device, notebook computer or other computing 
device as described above with reference with FIG. 3 in 
conjunction with FIG. 1 and FIG. 2. 
I0126. At 704 a preview of the picture may be displayed. At 
706 an identification of a particular corner of a wall within the 
picture may be received. For example, a user may click (or 
push when using a touch screen) on a particular corner of the 
wall shown within the picture resulting in the identification 
and transmission of grid information identifying the location 
of the corner of the wall within the picture. At 708 an identi 
fication of a particular size or viewing size of the wall within 
the picture may be received. For example, a user may click on 
a corner of the wall and then drag the mouse cursor or other 
input device to a point on the display wherein the distance 
between the corner and the point on the display indicates 
either the size of the wall or size of the viewing area on the 
display in which the wall is to be displayed. In particular, the 
distance that the user moves the cursor from the corner of the 
wall in the picture will then indicatehow long or wide the wall 
is in the direction in which the cursor was moved. Alterna 
tively, the distance that the user moves the cursor from the 
corner of the wall will indicate the size of the viewing area on 
the display in which the wall is to be displayed. For example, 
the size of the wall on which the art object is to be placed in the 
picture may be relatively small compared to other objects in 
the picture. The distance the user drags the cursor from the 
corner of the wall in the picture will then indicate how much 
the system will Zoom in on the picture in order to display the 
wall larger than it appears in the picture. 
I0127. At 710 the picture is automatically analyzed based 
on one or more of the wall or rectangular object corner 
identification, detected lines, shading, or other characteristics 
of the picture or items within the picture; extrapolated three 
dimensional data from the picture; received scale data; 
desired size of the wall, viewing size of the wall or other 
rectangular object within the picture, etc. This data may then 
be used to generate three dimensional data associated with the 
picture. For example, the relative angle of view of the per 
spective view the wall or other rectangular object within the 
provided picture may be automatically determined by detect 
ing the angle or the angles of the lines forming one or more 
corners of the wall or other rectangular object. This three 
dimensional data may include x, y, z, coordinate data to 
automatically create a partial or three dimensional model of 
the scene of the picture or one or more objects within the 
picture. 
0128. At 712 it is determined whether a three dimensional 
rotation request is received to rotate the three dimensional 
(3D) model of the scene of the picture or one or more objects 
within the picture. If no rotation request is received, then at 
716 an art object selection is received as well as a selection of 
a location on or next to the wall or other rectangular object on 
which to place the art object. If it is determined such a rotation 
request has been received, then at 714 the picture (or a refer 
ence wall or other rectangular object to be placed in or on the 
picture) is first rendered and displayed, using the generated 
3D data, according to the angle of view of the 3D rotation 
request. 
I0129. At 718 the image of the selected art object is then 
superimposed on the desired location on the 3D model of the 
scene of the picture or one or more objects within the picture. 
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The 3D model may be based on one or more physical char 
acteristics (e.g., dimensions, colors, lighting) of a real physi 
cal environment, such as a room or wall. The image of the art 
object may also have 3D data associated with it so that it may 
be rotated to match the determined angle of view of the of the 
scene of the picture or one or more objects within the picture 
when Superimposed on the picture. For example, if the art 
object is a painting that a consumer would like to see hanging 
ona wall shown within the provided picture, then the image of 
the painting may be automatically adjusted (e.g., rotated and 
adjusted for size according to perceived distance from the 
viewer) to match the angle of view of the wall and particular 
location on the wall on which the painting is to be hung. Other 
adjustments to the image of the art object may be made to fit 
the environment and Scene of the provided picture Such as 
color and shading, etc. 
0130. At 720, the location of the art objection or next to the 
wall or other object may be adjusted as selected by the user 
(e.g., by the user using a mouse to drag and drop the image of 
the art object to a different location). Adjustments to colors 
and shading may also be automatically made according to and 
in conjunction with the selected location. The method may 
then continue on to 712 to handle further adjustments and 
changes according to user selections and customizations. 
0131 FIG. 8 shows an interface 800 including a window 
for editing uploaded pictures 802, a menu for previewing and 
selecting uploaded pictures 804, an add picture user control 
806, a delete picture user control 808, a toolbar including a 
wall initial location control 810, an add art object user control 
812, and a wall movement user control 814. Also shown area 
wall 3D rotation user control 816, and a save button 636. The 
user may add pictures by activating the add picture user 
control 806 to upload them. The method described above and 
as shown in FIG.7 may be implemented with and/or used in 
conjunction with the user interface 800 and associated appli 
cation described below. 

0132 FIG. 9 shows the interface 800 including an upload 
feature 902 for the picture, according to one illustrated 
embodiment. Once the add picture user control 806 is acti 
vated, the upload feature 902 will appear (e.g., a picture 
upload dialogue box). The user may activate the upload fea 
ture 902 to select particular files from a local or remote file 
storage device to upload to the application. A preview of the 
uploaded picture will then appear in the menu for previewing 
and selecting uploaded pictures 804. The user may then select 
the particular desired picture from the menu for previewing 
and selecting uploaded pictures 804, which will then appear 
in the window for editing uploaded pictures 802. 
0.133 FIGS. 10A and 10B show two alternative corner 
selection user interface features 1000, 1002 of the application 
of FIG. 8 for identifying particular corners of walls or other 
rectangular objects in the selected picture (or a desired loca 
tion to include a corner of such a wall or object in the picture). 
The user may then select a corner of the wall or other rectan 
gular object within the picture (or a desired location to include 
a corner of Such a wall or object in the picture) by activating 
the wall initial location control 810 and then selecting 
whether the corner is an upper right, upper left, lower right or 
lower left corner. For example, this selection may be made by 
using one of the corner selection user interface features 1000 
1002. In particular, corner selection user interface feature 
1000 comprises a drop-down menu that includes selections of 
each type of corner. Alternatively, corner selection user inter 
face feature 1002 comprises an upper left corner button 1006, 

Oct. 2, 2014 

an upper right corner button 1008, a lower left corner button 
1010 and a lower right corner button 1012, each of which may 
be selected accordingly to select the corresponding type of 
COC. 

I0134. The user may then use an input device such as a 
mouse, trackball or touch screen, etc., to indicate an area 
within the picture in which the wall or other rectangular 
object corner is located, or is desired to be initially located. 
The size of the wall or other rectangular object may also be set 
during selection of the corner placement by the user dragging 
the mouse cursor or other input device from the point at which 
the user desires the corner to a distance in the general appli 
cable direction of the desired length or width of the wall or 
object. A quadrangle corresponding to the wall or other rect 
angular object shown within the picture (or desired wall or 
rectangular object to be placed in the picture) will then be 
created and displayed on or within the picture having adjust 
able initial dimensions, color and shading. For example, the 
quadrangle may be initially transparent or be become trans 
parent after adjustment of location and size of the quadrangle. 
The location of the quadrangle on the picture may be adjusted 
by the user activating the wall movement user control 814 and 
then using amouse, touchscreen, or other input device to drag 
and drop the quadrangle to the desired location on the picture. 
The dimensions of the quadrangle may also be adjusted after 
initial placement on the picture by the user dragging and 
dropping a particular corner or side of the quadrangle a dis 
tance corresponding to the desired increase or decrease in 
area, width or length. 
0.135 The user may also rotate the quadrangle in a three 
dimensional manner using the wall 3D rotation user control 
816 to better correspond to the angle of view or perspective of 
the scene depicted in the picture or existing wall or other 
rectangular object in the picture being used for reference. 
Activation of the various user controls to adjust the size, 
location and rotation of the quadrangle may also cause quad 
rangle to become non-transparent during Such adjustments 
Such that it may be visible during the adjustments. The quad 
rangle may then return transparent after the adjustments are 
complete. 
0.136. In another embodiment, the created quadrangle, or 
data defining or otherwise associated with the quadrangle, 
will additionally or instead be used to create 3D data associ 
ated with the picture in order to create a partial or full 3D 
model of the selected picture. The data defining or otherwise 
associated with the quadrangle may be generated based on the 
user inputting or otherwise indicating data Such as corner 
placement, size and angle of view (by the 3D rotation of the 
quadrangle) as described above, or instead (or in combination 
with the inputted data above) by automatic edge, line and/or 
shading detection of objects within the picture. The proper 
perspective may then be computed by determining various 
angles between the detected edges and lines within the pic 
ture. 

0.137 FIG. 100 shows a user interface feature 1004 of the 
application of FIG. 8 for selecting one or more of various 
images of art objects to display in the picture. For example, 
the user may select art objects by activating the add art object 
user control 812 of FIG. 9, which will then cause user inter 
face feature 1004 to appear having a drop down menu that 
includes a gallery of available objects from which to select. 
Once an art object is selected it will appear at an initial 
location in the picture to Scale on or next to the quadrangle 
(which may be transparent or otherwise integrated into the 
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picture or 3D model of the picture) according to any scale data 
associated with the picture that was previously received or 
extrapolated from data associated with the picture. The image 
of the art object may also have 3D data associated with it so 
that it may be rotated to match the determined angle of view 
of the scene of the picture or one or more objects within the 
picture as indicated by the quadrangle. For example, if the art 
object is a painting that a consumer would like to see hanging 
ona wall shown within the provided picture, then the image of 
the painting may be automatically adjusted (e.g., rotated and 
adjusted for size according to perceived distance from the 
viewer) to match the angle of view of the wall (as indicated by 
quadrangle dimensions) and the and particular location on the 
wall on which the painting is to be hung. Other adjustments to 
the image of the art object may be made to fit the environment 
and scene of the provided picture such as color, brightness 
and shading, etc. 
0.138. The systems, devices, and methods described herein 
may also be applied to other objects and be used for other 
applications including furniture objects, interior design ele 
ments, window dressings, architectural objects and design, 
etc. 

0.139. A computer-readable storage medium may store a 
dynamic image list, which can be mounted separately or in 
combinations, or removed, and which remains available 
throughout a current session and future session. The dynamic 
list may maintain a defined number of selections or combi 
nations, whether objects d'art, walls, furnishings or combi 
nations thereof. The system may provide or implement a 
gallery-dynamic images list which can be mounted or 
removed but remain available. The system may provide or 
implement the ability to save a session, including the scaled 
walls and the dynamic artworks list. The system may provide 
or implement the ability to bring in the dynamic list from one 
saved session/wall into another session/wall. The system may 
provide or implement the ability to add thickness/depth to 2D 
flat artworks—giving them even more natural/real presence 
on the wall. The system may provide or implement the ability 
to add from a selection of frames to flat artworks and build it 
around the art to the correct scale and adding the thickness by 
having it floating over the wall with an added shadow which 
is another item on this laundry list. The system may provide or 
implement the ability to add lighting and direction of lighting 
relative to the art. The system may provide or implement the 
ability to add shadows at will. The system may provide or 
implement the ability to move objects that were photographed 
with the wall—representing a client's room as part of the 
process. This may provide a powerful tool for interior design 
ers as well as for us art dealers. The system may be expanded 
to represent objects d'art with three-dimensional volumes, for 
instance Sculptures, furniture, etc. The two dimensional and 
three dimensional objects may be represented in a same 
image. 
0140. Any of the above may be provide via an application 
or applet executing on a mobile or Web enabled handheld 
computing or communications device, for example a Smart 
phone or tablet device. Applets may be distributed via a 
central distribution site, for example the “APP STORE’TM 
operated by Apple. 
0141. The above description of illustrated embodiments, 
including what is described in the Abstract, is not intended to 
be exhaustive or to limit the embodiments to the precise forms 
disclosed. Although specific embodiments of and examples 
are described herein for illustrative purposes, various equiva 
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lent modifications can be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the disclosure, as will be recognized by 
those skilled in the relevant art. The teachings provided herein 
of the various embodiments can be applied to other systems, 
not necessarily the exemplary art gallery based networked 
computing system generally described above. 
0.142 For instance, the foregoing detailed description has 
set forth various embodiments of the devices and/or processes 
via the use of block diagrams, schematics, and examples. 
Insofar as Such block diagrams, schematics, and examples 
contain one or more functions and/or operations, it will be 
understood by those skilled in the art that each function and/or 
operation within Such block diagrams, flowcharts, or 
examples can be implemented, individually and/or collec 
tively, by a wide range of hardware, software, firmware, or 
virtually any combination thereof. In one embodiment, the 
present Subject matter may be implemented via Application 
Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs). However, those skilled 
in the art will recognize that the embodiments disclosed 
herein, in whole or in part, can be equivalently implemented 
in standard integrated circuits, as one or more computer pro 
grams running on one or more computers (e.g., as one or more 
programs running on one or more computer systems), as one 
or more programs running on one or more controllers (e.g., 
microcontrollers) as one or more programs running on one or 
more processors (e.g., microprocessors), as firmware, or as 
virtually any combination thereof, and that designing the 
circuitry and/or writing the code for the software and or 
firmware would be well within the skill of one of ordinary 
skill in the art in light of this disclosure. 
0143. In addition, those skilled in the art will appreciate 
that the mechanisms taught herein are capable of being dis 
tributed as a program productina variety of forms, and that an 
illustrative embodiment applies equally regardless of the par 
ticular type of signal bearing media used to actually carry out 
the distribution. Examples of signal bearing media include, 
but are not limited to, the following: recordable type media 
such as floppy disks, hard disk drives, CDROMs, digital tape, 
and computer memory; and other non-transitory computer 
readable storage media. 
0144. The various embodiments described above can be 
combined to provide further embodiments. All of the com 
monly assigned US patent application publications, US 
patent applications, foreign patents, foreign patent applica 
tions and non-patent publications referred to in this specifi 
cation and/or listed in the Application Data Sheet, including 
but not limited to U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 
61/389,567, filed Oct. 4, 2010; and U.S. patent application 
Ser. No. 13/246,507, filed Sep. 27, 2011 are incorporated 
herein by reference, in their entirety. 
0145 These and other changes can be made to the embodi 
ments in light of the above-detailed description. In general, in 
the following claims, the terms used should not be construed 
to limit the claims to the specific embodiments disclosed in 
the specification and the claims, but should be construed to 
include all possible embodiments along with the full scope of 
equivalents to which Such claims are entitled. Accordingly, 
the claims are not limited by the disclosure. 

1. A computer-implemented method of presenting objects 
for review, the method comprising: 

receiving a set of room image data that digitally represents 
an image of a portion of a physical room, the image 
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captured by an end user via a camera, the physical room 
having at least one wall and one or more physical dimen 
sions; 

receiving information that indicates at least one of the one 
or more physical dimensions of the physical room that is 
digitally represented by the received set of room image 
data; 

receiving a selection indicative of a physical piece of art, 
the physical piece of art having one or more physical 
dimensions; 

causing a visual representation of the portion of the physi 
cal room that is digitally represented by the received set 
of room image data; 

receiving a first selection via the visual representation of 
the portion of the physical room, the first selection 
indicative of a first location for placement of the physical 
piece of art in the visual representation of the portion of 
the physical room represented by the room image data; 
and 

Superimposing a visual representation of the physical piece 
of art in the visual representation of the portion of the 
physical room, the visual representation of the physical 
piece of art Superimposed at the first location for place 
ment indicated by the received first selection and the 
Superimposed visual representation of the physical piece 
of art represented to scale with a scale of the visual 
representation of the portion of the physical room, the 
Scale based at least in part on the physical dimensions of 
the physical piece of art and the physical dimensions of 
the physical room. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein receiving a set of room 
image data that digitally represents an image of a portion of a 
physical room includes receiving digital image data indica 
tive of a perspective view of the portion of the physical room 
showing at least two walls of the physical room. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein the received first selec 
tion indicative of a first location for placement of the physical 
piece of art indicates a first one of the at least two walls of the 
physical room, and wherein Superimposing a visual represen 
tation of the physical piece of art in the visual representation 
of the portion of the physical room includes Superimposing 
the visual representation of the physical piece of art in the 
visual representation of the image of the portion of the physi 
cal room to appear at an exact or approximate angle of view 
that matches an angle of view of the first wall in the image of 
the portion of the physical room. 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
receiving a second selection via the visual representation of 

the portion of the physical room, Subsequent to receipt of 
the first selection, the second selection indicative of a 
second location for placement of the physical piece of art 
in the portion of the physical room represented by the 
room image data, the second location different from the 
first location; and 

Superimposing a visual representation of the physical piece 
of art in the visual representation of the portion of the 
physical room, the visual representation of the physical 
piece of art Superimposed at the second location for 
placement indicated by the received second selection, 
and the visual representation of the physical piece of art 
represented to scale with respect to the visual represen 
tation of the portion of the physical room, the scale based 
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at least in part on the physical dimensions of the physical 
piece of art and the physical dimensions of the physical 
OO. 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the received second 
selection indicative of a second location for placement of the 
physical piece of art indicates a second one of the at least two 
walls of the physical room, and wherein Superimposing a 
visual representation of the physical piece of art in the visual 
representation of the portion of the physical room includes 
Superimposing the visual representation of the physical piece 
of artin the visual representation of the portion of the physical 
room to appear at an exact or approximate angle of view that 
matches an angle of view of the second wall in the image of 
the portion of the physical room. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein receiving digital image 
data indicative of a perspective view of the physical place in 
which the physical piece of art may be potentially placed 
includes receiving digital image data in which at least one of 
the first or the second walls is not perpendicular to a point of 
view of the camera. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein receiving a set of room 
image data that digitally represents an image of a portion of a 
physical room, includes receiving a digital image of a portion 
of the home of the end user, and the digital image includes at 
least one reference object. 

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 
determining a set of nominal physical dimensions for the 

reference object; and 
scaling the visual representation of the physical piece of art 

Superimposed at the first location for placement indi 
cated by the received first selection based at least in part 
on the set of nominal physical dimensions for the refer 
ence object. 

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving a selection indicative of an image of a first physi 

cal reference object, the first reference object having one 
or more nominal physical dimensions; and 

in response to receiving the selection indicative of the 
physical piece of art and receiving the selection indica 
tive of the image of the first physical reference object, 
electronically causing a display of at least one image that 
concurrently shows a visual representation of the physi 
cal piece of art and a representation of the first physical 
reference object in which the visual representation of the 
physical piece of art and the visual representation of the 
first physical reference objectare proportionate in size to 
each other based at least in part on the one or more 
physical dimensions of the physical piece of art and the 
one or more nominal physical dimensions of the first 
physical reference object. 

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving at least one input to Zoom in or Zoom out; and 
in response to the received input, automatically Zooming in 

or Zooming out a view of the visual representation of the 
physical piece of art Superimposed on the visual repre 
sentation of the image of the portion of the physical 
OO. 

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receive input to rotate a view of the visual representation of 

the physical piece of art Superimposed on the visual 
representation of the image of the portion of the physical 
room; and 

in response to the received input, rotating the view of the 
visual representation of the physical piece of art Super 
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imposed on the visual representation of the image of the 
portion of the physical room. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein receiving a selection 
indicative of a piece of art includes receiving a selection 
indicative of at least one of a piece of furniture, a painting, or 
a sculpture. 

13. A networked computing system, comprising: 
at least one networked computer, including at least one 

processor and at least one processor-readable storage 
medium that non-transitorily stores instructions that 
when executed by the at least one processor causes the at 
least one processor to: 

receive a set of room image data that digitally represents an 
image of a portion of a physical room, the image cap 
tured by an end user via a camera, the physical room 
having at least one wall and one or more physical dimen 
sions; 

receive information that indicates at least one of the one or 
more physical dimensions of the physical room that is 
digitally represented by the received set of room image 
data; 

receive a selection indicative of a physical piece of art, the 
physical piece of art having one or more physical dimen 
sions; 

cause a visual representation of the portion of the physical 
room that is digitally represented by the received set of 
room image data: 

receive a first selection via the visual representation of the 
portion of the physical room, the first selection indica 
tive of a first location for placement of the physical piece 
of art in the visual representation of the portion of the 
physical room represented by the room image data; and 

cause a visual representation of the physical piece of art to 
be superimposed in the visual representation of the por 
tion of the physical room, the visual representation of the 
physical piece of art Superimposed at the first location 
for placement indicated by the received first selection 
and the Superimposed visual representation of the physi 
cal piece of art represented to scale with a scale of the 
visual representation of the portion of the physical room, 
the scale based at least in part on the physical dimensions 
of the physical piece of art and the physical dimensions 
of the physical room. 

14. The networked computing system of claim 13 wherein 
the received set of room image data is a digital image data 
indicative of a perspective view of the portion of the physical 
room showing at least two walls of the physical room, and the 
received first selection indicative of a first location for place 
ment of the physical piece of art indicates a first one of the at 
least two walls of the physical room, and wherein the visual 
representation of the physical piece of artis Superimposed in 
the visual representation of the portion of the physical room to 
appear at an exact or approximate angle of view that matches 
an angle of view of the first wall in the image of the portion of 
the physical room. 

15. The networked computing system of claim 14 wherein 
the instructions when executed by the at least one processor 
further cause the at least one processor to: 

receive a second selection via the visual representation of 
the portion of the physical room, Subsequent to receipt of 
the first selection, the second selection indicative of a 
second location for placement of the physical piece of art 
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in the portion of the physical room represented by the 
room image data, the second location different from the 
first location; and 

cause a visual representation of the physical piece of art 
Superimposed in the visual representation of the portion 
of the physical room at the second location for place 
ment indicated by the received second selection, and the 
visual representation of the physical piece of art repre 
sented to scale with respect to the visual representation 
of the portion of the physical room, the scale based at 
least in part on the physical dimensions of the physical 
piece of art and the physical dimensions of the physical 
OO. 

16. The networked computing system of claim 15 wherein 
the received second selection indicative of a second location 
for placement of the physical piece of art indicates a second 
one of the at least two walls of the physical room, and wherein 
Superimposing a visual representation of the physical piece of 
art in the visual representation of the portion of the physical 
room includes Superimposing the visual representation of the 
physical piece of artin the visual representation of the portion 
of the physical room to appear at an exact or approximate 
angle of view that matches an angle of view of the second wall 
in the image of the portion of the physical room. 

17. The networked computing system of claim 13 wherein 
the received set of room image data is a digital image of a 
portion of the home of the end user, and the digital image 
includes at least one reference object, and the instructions 
when executed by the at least one processor further cause the 
at least one processor to: 

determine a set of nominal physical dimensions for the 
reference object; and 

scale the visual representation of the physical piece of art 
Superimposed at the first location for placement indi 
cated by the received first selection based at least in part 
on the set of nominal physical dimensions for the refer 
ence object. 

18. The networked computing system of claim 13 wherein 
the instructions when executed by the at least one processor 
further cause the at least one processor to: 

receive a selection indicative of an image of a first physical 
reference object, the first reference object having one or 
more nominal physical dimensions; and 

in response to receipt of the selection indicative of the 
physical piece of art and receiving the selection indica 
tive of the image of the first physical reference object, 
electronically cause a display of at least one image that 
concurrently shows a visual representation of the physi 
cal piece of art and a representation of the first physical 
reference object in which the visual representation of the 
physical piece of art and the visual representation of the 
first physical reference objectare proportionate in size to 
each other based at least in part on the one or more 
physical dimensions of the physical piece of art and the 
one or more nominal physical dimensions of the first 
physical reference object. 

19. The networked computing system of claim 13 wherein 
the instructions when executed by the at least one processor 
further cause the at least one processor to:, further compris 
ing: 

receive at least one input to Zoom in or Zoom out; and 
in response to the receipt of the at least one input to Zoom 

in or Zoom out, automatically Zoom in or Zoom out a 
view of the visual representation of the physical piece of 
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art Superimposed on the visual representation of the 
image of the portion of the physical room; 

receive input to rotate a view of the visual representation of 
the physical piece of art Superimposed on the visual 
representation of the image of the portion of the physical 
room; and 

in response to the receipt of the input to rotate, cause a 
rotation of the view of the visual representation of the 
physical piece of art Superimposed on the visual repre 
sentation of the image of the portion of the physical 
OO. 

20. A computer-implemented method of presenting objects 
for review, the method comprising: 

receiving an electronic representation of a physical loca 
tion in which the user-selected object of interest may be 
potentially placed, the physical location having one or 
more physical dimensions; 
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receiving a selection indicative of the user-selected object 
of interest, the user-selected object of interest being a 
physical object, the physical object having one or more 
physical dimensions; 

identifying at least a first reference object in a visual rep 
resentation of the physical location, the first reference 
object representative of a physical reference object hav 
ing one or more physical dimensions; 

determining at least one dimension of the physical refer 
ence object; and 

digitally Superimposing a visual representation of the user 
selected object of interest on the visual representation of 
the physical location to provide at least one image in 
which a visual representation of the physical location 
and the visual representation of the user-selected object 
of interest are proportionate in size to each other based at 
least in part on the one or more physical dimensions of 
the physical object and the one or more physical dimen 
sions of the physical location. 
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