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(57) Abstract: Provided is a substrate stage which can transfer a substrate at a high speed. In the substrate stage (10), auxiliary
placing tables (12a-12d) are attached to a main placing table (11), and lower rails (13,, 13,) are arranged from over the main plac-
ing table (11) onto the auxiliary placing tables (12a-12d). With the both ends of the lower rails (13, 13,) bent upward by a verti-
cal direction adjusting apparatus (6), the lower rails (13;, 13,) straighten when the end sections of the auxiliary placing tables
(12a-12d) are bent downward. Since the lower rails (134, 13,) are not divided, linearity is ensured, and since a moving plate (16)
does not swing, a substrate (5) can be shifted at a high speed.
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