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?o ?t// it'? O7), it 7) (tly concei'i. 
Be it known that I, ALLEN P. IIEIDT, of the 

city, county, and State of New York, have in 
vented an Improvement in Window-Blinds; 
and the following is declared to be a descrip 
tion of the same. 
The slats of win (low-blinds as heretofore 

made have usually been connected to a verti 
cal operating-rod by staples, and in some in 
stances a band of metal has passed around 
the individual slats, the ends of which band 
have been connected by an eyelet and the 
Vertical rod has been connected by staples to 
these eyelets. In all of these cases the slats 
in time become loose and the wind will open 
and shut the same and leave then in a posi 
tion that may admit sunlight or too much air 
at a time. When it is desired to have the slats 
closed. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

fastening device for the slats and to provide 
either between the slats and the vertical rod 
for moving the same or between the slats and 
the shutter-frame at their pivotal point a fric 
tion which shall be sufficient to keep the slats 
in any desired position; and the object of my 
invention is, further, to provide a device which 
shall combine the desirable frictional qualifi 
cation just named and a further feature of 
adaptability to the slats of any window-blind, 
which device shall be capable of moving each 
set of slats as well as holding them in place 
at any desired position. 
My in Velation consists in a metal strap that 

is adapted to pass around the individual slat, 
and said metal strap is made with pivotal 
jaw ends, each of which ends is formed with a 
half-pivot. The two half-pivots when brought 
together are adapted to be received in pivotal 

4o bearings formed in a U-shaped connecting 
bar, and said pivotal ends exert a friction in 
the bearings of said bar, so as to hold the in 
dividual slats in place. The strap may be 
made with pivotal half-bearings at a central 

the pivotal end of the slat or to take its place 
and in the frame of the shutter to produce a 
friction which shall retain the slatin place. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec 

5o tion through a number of slats, showing the 

Fig. 4 is a sectional plan of the same. 

Serial No. 281,757, (No model.) 

metal strap surrounding the entire slat. Fig. 
2 is a sectional plan of the same. Fig. 3 is an 
elevation endwise of a number of slats, show 
ing the metal strap as surrounding the re 
duced portion of the slats at one end; and 55 

Fig. 5 
is a perspective view of a modified form of 
metal strap. 

a represents the shutter-frame at one side, 
and b the wooden slats, b' their pivotal ends, 6o 
and b, Figs. 3 and 4, a reduced portion at one 
end of the slats. The vertical bar c, I prefer 
to make of metal and to bend the same into 
a U-shaped form and to form bearings or 
openings at c' at regular intervals along the 65 
edges of said bar. 
d represents the metal strap, which, accord 

ing to Figs. 1 and 2, is adapted to surround 
the full width of the slat b, and said metal 
strap may be of any desired width, and its 7o 
surface may be ornamented or plated in any 
desired manner. These metal straps are pref 
erably stamped up out of one piece of sheet 
metal, the strap cl being formed with half 
pivots or pivotal jaw ends e e', which ends 75 
are sectionally nearly a half-circle and are 
longer from end to end than the width of the 
strap. These half-pivots or jaw ends e e' are 
adapted to be received in the openings c' of 
the vertical bar c, in which a bearing is 8o 
formed, these ends being made large, so that, 
as shown in Figs. 2 and 4, the ends of the 
bearings c' may come close in toward the 
slats b. 

It will be seen from reference to Figs. 1 and 85 
3 that the edges of these pivotal jaw endsee' 
do not quite touch, it being a fact that the 
spring of the metal strap cl acts to a greater 
or less extent to separate these pivotal jaw 
ends, and this spring action causes a friction 90 
in the bearings c' between them and the ends 
e e', so that in whatever position the slats b 
may be placed this frictional action acts to 
keep the slats steady and secure. 
The straps d shown in Figs. 3 and 4 are of 95 

shorter length than those shown in Figs, 1 and 
2, and the same are adapted to surround the 
reduced end b° of the slats b, but these straps 
are connected to the vertical bar c the same 
as heretofore described, the special object of Too 
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this construction being to provide a groove, 
as it were, along the edge of the slats, into 
which the vertical bar C is adapted to be re 
ceived, where it will be more or less out of the 
way. The special advantage of this construc 
tion (shown in Figs. 1 and 2) is that the straps 
and vertical bar may be placed at ally de 
sired position in the length of the slats, either 
in the center or nearer either end, according 
to the fancy of the party using them. 
A modified form of metal strap (i (shown in 

Fig. 5) is provided with half-pivots or pivotal 
jaw ends e e', similar to those heretofore (le 

5 

scribel, the lower jaw end, e', having upturned 
ends 1 2, over which the half-pivot or jaw e 

t 

fits and laterally across the surface of which a . 
certain almount of movement is possible with 
out liability of the parts separating, and this 
stral) l is also made with pivotal bearings ff", 
projecting from one edge of said strap at the 
('enter, f being a half-pivot and f' a half-pivot 
with an upturned end, 3, and it will be seen 
from Fig. 5, which represents the strap as dis 
engaged from the slat, that the strap possesses 
a splingy quality, which keeps the bearings: 
if f', as well as the ends e e', apart. This strap, 
lig. 5, is adapted to be placed on the end of 
the slat, the bearings ff' passing around the 
ends l' of the slat, and the spring action of 
said bearings ff' will produce in the shutter 
frame (it a fiction which will act as well to 
keep the slats in place as the fiction of the 
ends e e' in connection with the vertical bar 
C, and it is possible to use the strap (l, Fig. 5, 
upon a slat whose end ly' may have been 
broken off, the bearings ff' forming one piv 
otal end for the sat as well alone as W. In 
surrounding the end l'. 

I claim as inly invention 
1. A fastening device for slats, consisting of 

formed with said stral) (l, and a vertical bai', 
c, having openings for receiving the ends e e', 
substantially as and for the purposes set 
forth. 

2. A fastening device for slats, consisting of 
a metal strap, (l, a (lated to pass around the 
slat, half-round pivotal jaw ends e e' upon the 
ends of silic stia), which (ints :)'e of greate 
length than the width of the strap, and a vei 
tical U-shaped bai’, (, having bearings ('' 
adapted to receive the encls e e', su stantially 
as and for the purposes set forth. 

3. The coiniation. With the shutter-frame 
(t, slats , and vertical bar (, of the metal 
stra) (l, aclapted to stround the slat, and hav 
ing pivotal bearings ff' to pass into holes in 
the fi'a( and (alse a fiction between t ( 
respective parts, so as to hold the slats in any 

a metal strap, (l, adapted to pass around the 
slat, laterally - projecting pivotol ends e e', 

desired position, Sul)stantially as set forth. 
4. A fiction device for blind-slats, consist 

ing of a metal stral), cl. to piss arouli (l the 
slat, pivotal jaw ends e e', and pivotal bear'- 
ings ff', substantially as and for the ill 
poses set forth. 

5. The colubilation, with the blind-slat l 
and the bar (, of the metal stral) (l, to be 
passed around the slat, and having pivotal 
ends to be brought together to fol'In a connec 
tion with the vertical bai', whereby a fiction 
is caused at the pivot from the spring of tic 
ends of the strill), substantially as specified. 

6. The combination, with the blind-slat and 
the metal stral) passing around the same and 
having pivotal ends, of a U-shaped vertical 
metallic: ): ' having holes for the reception 
of the pivotal ends of the strap, substantially 
as specified. 
Signed by me this 30th day of July, TSSS. 

ALEN P. IEDT. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. T. l’? NCKNEY, 
IAROLD SERRELL. 
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