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To all whom it may concern:’

Be it known that I, J. FRANKLIN PECK, of
Springfield, State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Life-
Preservers; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings making a part of this specifi-
cation, in which, reference being had also to
the letters of reference marked thereon—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the life-
preserver as arranged with a spring-bottom
for sleeping purposes. TFig. 2is a plan view
of the same, and TFig. 3 is a view of the de-
vice as arranged and adapted for use as a life-
preserver.

- The object of my invention is to provide a
life-preserver which may be used in connec-
tion with a spring bed-bottom for sleeping
purposes, and may also be readily attached to
the Dbody before entering the water; and it
consists of a thin mattress having a pillow or
cushion filled with cork attached to each end,
each provided with a strap or cord, by which
to secure it to the neck or shoulders, before
and bebind, with the mattress placed between
the legs.

In the drawings, A represents a mattress,
~ made quite thin, say two inches, and filled

with hair or other suitable flexible material,
and to each end thereof is attached a cushion
or pillow, B, of the same length as the width
of the mattress,and, say, one foot wide, and
about five inches thick, and the mattress with
both pillows being, say, six or six and a half
feet long. To each pillow is attached a strap,
C, which may be elastic, or may be provided
with a buckle or other fastening to adjust it
readily to the body.

The device may be used for sleeping pur-
poses, and used in berths of vessels by plac-
Ing the mattress upon a spring-bed, which is
made of the same length as the mattress, and

of such height that when the mattress and
spring-bottom D are placed in a berth the up-
per surface of the mattress and pillows is
upon nearly the same level or plane.

For use as a life-preserver, it is only neces-
sary for a person to take the mattress A and
its pillows off the spring-bottom, and, getting
astride the mattress midway, bring one of the
pillows B up against the back at the shoulders,
and place the loop C over the head and one

‘shoilder, and, bringing the other pillow B up

against the breast, place the other loop C over
the head and the other shoulder. 'When thus
secured .the person may jump into the water,
and will float with his head and shoulders out
ot the water for any length of time, and, even
if unconscious, would not get free from the de-
vice unless rescued or brought to land; and,
as thus applied, the device is a protection to
the body from injury against rocks or timbers.

Other cords may be attached along each
edge of the mattress and at the ends of the
pillows B, so that several of these devices
may be secured together to form a raft, or
lashed to small spars to form life-rafts, and
other like means of safety for those who might
be wrecked.

These devices, when distributed in the berths
of a vessel, would be available to the passen-
gers, and could be quickly adjusted, and will
tloat the heaviest person with ease.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure Ly Letters
Patent;, is—

The combination of the cork pillows or cush-
ions B, provided with loops orfastenings G, with
the thin mattress A, so that it may be readily
adjusted to the person, substantially as and
for the purpose described. -

J. FRANKLIN PECK.
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