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To all, whom, it may concert: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES P. SMITH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Los 
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and 
State of California, have invented a new and 
useful Moistener and Liquid-Distributer, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention is designed for applying liq 

uids evenly and conveniently to any fabric or 
Surface. It is applicable for moistening the 
gunned surfaces of stamps, envelops, labels, 
and other Stickers and is also adapted for the 
use of tailors in moistening seams and cloth 
to be pressed. It can also be used for apply 
ing liquids to Surfaces or for dampening fab 
rics or for many other purposes. 
My invention comprises a hollow handle 

provided with a roller at one end to apply the 
liquid to the surface or object that is to re 
ceive it, the end of the handle being perfo 
rated to form one or more outlets through 
Which liquid may pass from the inside of the 
handle to the roller, and a valved air-inlet in 
the handle to supply air to the inside of the 
handle to allow the liquid to flow out when 
desired. The perforations are minute, so that 
the liquid will ordinarily be retained in the 
handle by the atmospheric pressure, so that 
the appliance emits the liquid only when the 
Valve is open. By this contrivance I am able 
to secure a ready discharge of liquid when 
required and yet to prevent leakage with 
only a single valve, which is easily operated 
by the hand of the user when he desires the 
liquid to flow. 

It is an object of my invention to provide 
a superior device of this kind which can be 
filled with Water or other liquid and then 
carried in the pocket or allowed to lie upon 
a desk or elsewhere for an indefinite time and 
be constantly ready for instant use for apply 
ing the liquid in small even quantity for mois 
tening stamps, envelops, and for other uses 
and which will retain the liquid practicall 
Without evaporation or leakage. 
The appliance Will be made of different sizes 

for different uses. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate my 

invention in its preferred form, a body of ab 
So sorbent material being shown to distribute 

the liquid evenly upon the roller. 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my invention 
as applied in a stamp and envelop moistener 
ready for use. Fig. 2 is an axial section of 
the same on line 22, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is an end 
view of the device. Fig. 4 is a sectional de 
tail of the lower end of the appliance on line. 
4 4, Fig. 2. 
My newly-invented moistener comprises a 

hollow handle A, beveled at one end, as at O, 
and provided with a cap a' at the other end, 
the shell of said handle being provided at the 
beveled end with an external chamber a', with 
bearings a' at the ends of such chamber, and 
also perforated, as at a', to admit liquid to 
the chamber from the interior of the handle. 

Bindicates an absorbent body or packing in 
the chamber. It is held in place by a pin C, 
which is inserted through the bearings a' to 
retain the absorbent body in the chamber over 
a roller D and between it and the perforation 
a". The roller D is journaled in the bear 
ings to form the outer wall of the external 
chamber a' and to contact with the absorbent 
body B. The absorbent body fills the cham 
ber and extends along the whole length of the 
roller. 
E indicates a valved opening in the cap to 

admit air into the reservoir of the handle. 
e indicates the valve for such opening. 
The rollier D is of such diameter that it 

projects beyond the extended planes of the 
beveled faces a, of the discharge end of the 
handle, so that the handle can be held at 
quite an acute angle with the surface to 
which the liquid may be applied without con 
tacting with such surface while the roller is 
in engagement there with. 

In practice the handle will ordinarily be 
filled with water or other desired liquid, the 
cap being removed for this purpose. When 
the handle is filled, the cap is screwed home. 
The valve E may be pressed open to allow 
the escape of air while the cap is being 
screwed home, thus avoiding forcing water 
out unnecessarily through the perforation 
a'. The valve is normally held closed by 
the spring e'. 
To use the device, the handle will be grasped 

in the hand of the operator, and if the absorb 
ent material has not already been wet suffi 
ciently the valve will be pressed to admit air 

  



O 

25 
- 

into the handle, thus allowing the water to 
flow down into the absorbent body and 
through it to the moistening-roller, which in 
turning takes up the moisture and applies it 
to moisten the surface over which it rolls. 
The absorbent body distributes the moisture 
along the roller, so that the whole face of the 
roller will be moistened when the roller is 
rolled over a surface. It is to be understood 
that any required number of holes, such as 
the perforation a ', may be used for an out 
let to admit liquid from the handle to the 
roller; but I deem one such hole sufficient 
when the absorbent body is used. The ab 
sorbent body is preferably a piece of sponge. 
The margins of the cavity which forms the 
chamber a come close to the roller, so that 
the absorbent body is normally concealed. 
Now, having described my inventioi, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a hollow handle 
provided with an air - inlet at one end and 
with a chamber at the other end, the end 
wall of the handle forming the inner wall of 
the chamber and being perforated to allow 
liquid to pass into the chamber from the hol 
low of the handle; of a roller journaled to 
substantially close the mouth of the cham 
ber; and an absorbent packing extending 
from end to end of the roller and filling the 
chamber between the roller and the perfo 
rations. 

2. A liquid - distributer comprising a hol 
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low handle beveled at one end and provided 35 
with a cap at the other end; the shell of said 
handle being provided at the beveled end 
with a chamber and with bearings at the 
ends of such chamber and also perforated to 
admit liquid to the chamber from the inte 
rior of the handle; an absorbent body in the 
chamber; a pin inserted through said bear 
ings to retain the absorbent body in the 
chamber; a roller journaled in the bearings 
to contact with the absorbent body and form 
the outer wall of the chamber; and a valve 
to admit air into the handle. 

3. The combination of a valved handle pro 
vided with a reservoir and having a wedge 
shaped end, an open chamber extending along 
the wedge edge, and having the wall between 
the reservoir and the chamber perforated, 
and also having lugs closing the ends of the 
chamber and perfurated to form journal 
bearings; a roller journaled in said bearings 
and Substantially closing the mouth of said 
chamber; and a packing of absorbent mate 
rial in said chamber between the perforated 
wall and the roller. 
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In testimony whereof I have signed my 6o 
name to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses, this 13th day of 
September, 1899. 

CHARLES P. SMITH. 
Witnesses: 

JAMES R. TOWNSEND, 
J. TOWNSEND. 

  


