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My invention rélates to and has for a pur-
pose the provision of a game table similar in
certain respects to a billiard table, in that it
provides a surface over which a ball is-adapt-
» ed to be projected by means of a cue or similar
instrument, but which is provided with a
playing surface having hazards of various
forms -so arranged as to define a tortuous
course on which the ball is adapted to be pro-
30 jected, the' hazards necessitating the exercise
of great skill in order to traverse the course in
aminimum number. of strokes. '
Tt is also a purpose of my invention to pro-
vide a game table which 1s. particularly. de-
"15 signed, although not necessarily, for use out-
doors and where uneven surfaces are encoun-
tered for supporting. the.table, and which
table is provided with independently adjust-
~ablelegs to compensate for ground irregulari-
“ 50 ties to the end of supporting the table per-
fectly level and hence the playing.surface of
the -table, and spirit. levels for determining
when the fable is level. ,
I will describe only one form. of game table
“25 embodying my invention,and will then point
out the novel features thereof in claims.
~ In the accompanying drawing: :
Figure 1 is a view showing in top. plan one
form of game table-embodying my.invention.
30 Figure 2'is a -central vertical Tongitudinal
sectional view of the table shown in Figure 1.
Figure 8 is an enlarged fragmentary plan
view of the table showing one of the spirit
o levels.: TR :
“35 - Figure 4 is a vertical longitudinal sectional
view taken on the line 44 of Figure 3.
Figure 5 is-an enlarged fragmentary. ver-
tical -sectional view of ‘one of the legs of‘the
~gp table shown in Figure 2. o
' In carrying out my invention, I- provide
a table-consisting of a top designated general-
ly at T, and- plurality of legs each designated
~at L, the table top in'the present instance be-
45 ing of rectangular form in outline, ard the

legs being secured to the table top adjacent
the four corners thereof.

_The top ‘T may be constructed of-any suit-
able material to withstand the elements and
yet provide a playing surface over which ;
the ball can readily roll incident to playing
of the game. “The table top may be construct-
ed of wood, metal, concrete, or the like, with
its playing surface finished smooth or cov-
ered with felt to attain the ready and accurate
rolling of the ball, as will be understood.

~ As shown in Figures 1 and 2, the table top
provides a playing surface 12 bounded at its
edges by a rail 11 of sufficient height to pre-
vent the accidental projection of the playing
ball ‘from' the surface. "This rail 11 may be
constructed integral with the table top o1 it
may be attached thereto depending upon the
material of which the table top is formed.
The numeral 8 designates the starting point
of a playing course defined on the. playing
surface 12 by the medium.of a pluralify of
rails of various forms and arranged in vari-
ous posttions in order to necessitate the exer-
cise of great skill in the projection of a ball
from the starting point 8 to the finish point --
7. .This finish point 7 is defined by a cup in
the playing surface and in which the play-
ing ball is adapted to be received. i
" The-precise form and arrangement of the
several rails-will now be described; although
it will be understood-that the invention is not
limited to the precise form and arrangement
illustrated in the drawing. = Two L-shaped
rails 15-extend inwardly from one end rail
11 of the table top, and at. opposite sides of
the starting point 8. Spaced from the rails
15 -and from each other are a pair of arcuate
rails 16, with a relatively short and linear
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‘Tail 23 spanning the space between the con- 55

fronting ends of the rail. 16 so that stuch spaece
is-only accessible. by causing the playing ball
to roll around either end of the.rail 23." Be-
yond the rail 16 are a second pair of rails 13
baving arcuate portions spaced from. each 90



other and linear portions extending into con-
tact with the side rails 11. Between the two
pairs of rails 13 and 16 are linear rails 24
which -are provided for the purpose of ren-
dering access to.the space between the. rails

18 more difficult should the playing ball pass

- between the rails 15 and 16 instead of between
" the-rails 16. - ,
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Beyond the rails 18 and between the arcu-

~ate portions thereof is a V-shaped rail 26

which forms an ebstruction to the passage of

~the playing ball through a passage defined by
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the rails; i : o e
- For rendering the playing course more dif-

the parallel -portions of a pair of L-shaped
rails 14. A relatively short and linear rail

17 is interposed between the rails 14 in order

to separate the passage therebetween into two
passages. Beyond the rails 14 and 17T is'a
U-shaped rail 18 the parallel portions of
which extend in the direction away from the
rails 14 and so as to coact with the parallel
portions of ‘a pair of L-shaped rails 19 to
define a pair of U-shaped passages for the
playing ball. “'The parallel portions of the
rails 19 define a passage which is divided at
the ‘exit end into two passages by means of
a substantially semi-circular rail 21 the cen-
ter of which is defined by the cup 7. Diagonal
and linear rails 20 extend from the adjacent
corners of the table to form obstructions for
the passage of the playing ball around the
curved rail 21, while a short and linear rail
99 is interposed between the ends of the rail
21 to render more difficult the passage of the
playing ball-to the cup 7.~ -
" From the preceding description, it will be
manifest that the course defined on the play-
ing surface by means of the several rails is of
an extremely tortuous nature and hence dif-
ficult of execution in a minimum number of

strokes in order to finally deposit the ball in-

the cip 7. Where a rubber or other form of
resilient playing ball is employed, the several
rails do not require any cushioning means
for causing the ball ‘to rebound from the
rails; and in practice it is proposed that the
playing ballbe of a resilient material in order
to. readily rebound when impinged against

ficult of execution; certain of the rails, name-
ly, rails 16, 23, 13, 24, 14, 18, 19, and 21 are

provided with recesses in which strips 5.of

* soft sponge rubber or:like material are re-
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ceived and secured. - It will be understood
that when the playing ball impinges against

“‘these strips they will serve to dampen the re-

40

bound and thus shorten the distance of pro-
jection of the ball. Further hazards are pro-
vided by forming the playing surface 12 of
‘the table at various points with recesses in

- which shieets 6 of sponge rubber or the like

65.

‘are fitted, it being understood that the sponge
‘rubber serves to impede movement of - the
‘playing ball to present further difficulties in

1,875,198

the execution of the course in a minimum
number of strokes. .. .

- As hereinbefore stated, my invention is
particularly adapted for- outdoor wuse, and
hence provision is made for supporting the
table top in truly horizontal position on -un-
even ground in order that the playing sur-
face 12 may be disposed horizontally as that
of the playing surface of a billiard table.
This means, in the present instance, com-
prises the legs L which are constructed so as
to be adjustable as to length and independ-
ently of each other. Each leg is made up of
an upper section 9 secured to the under side
of the table top T; a-tubular section 4 secured
to the lower end of the upper section 9, and
a lower section 8. The lower section 3 is ex-
teriorly threaded and the section 4 is interior-
ly threaded to receive the lower section and
in such manner as to permit adjustment of
the lower section lengthwise therein and to
thereby increase or decrease the over all
length of the leg.- B '

© Tt will be evident
the legs L that they may be varied as to length
and in such manner as to compensate for ir-
regularities in the ground upon which the

table top is supported, so that the latter can:

be supported-in‘a truly horizontal position.
- For the purpose. of visibly - determining
when the table top assumes a herizontal posi-

from the cohstructioh of
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tion, as a result-of adjustment of the legs I,

I provide a pair of spirit levels 1 and 2 dis-
posed, respectively, in pockets 1* and 2% in
the boundary rail 11.. These spirit levels are
of conventional construction as illustrated in
Figures 3 and 4, and it will be understood that
through the use of the two spirit levels the
horizontal positioning of the table top can
be readily determined. -~~~ -
- Although I have herein shown and-de-

‘scribed only one form of game table embody-

ing my invention, it is to be understood that
various ‘changes and modifications may be

‘made therein” without departing - from the

spirit of ‘the invention and the spirit-and
scope of the appended claims. =~
Telaim: ST e

1A game ta_blleﬁh‘aving a top fOrrﬁing'v a
-playing surface over which a-ball is adapted -
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to be projected and provided with a ball re-

ceiving cup, and a plurality of elements pro-
jecting upwardly from said surface and rela-
tively arranged thereon to define a tortuous
course -for the ball which Jeads to said cup;

-said playing surface having recesses therein

and roughened and yieldable material in said
recesses for impeding movement of the ball
across the recesses. T
2. A game table having a top forming a
playing surface over which a ball is adapted
to be projected and provided with a ball re-
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ceiving cup, and a plurality of elements pro-

jecting npwardly from said surface and rela-

tively arranged thereon to define a tortuous
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course for the ball which leads to said cup,
said playing surface having inserts of yield-
able material and said elements having in
their sides inserts of yieldable material.

3. A game table having a top forming a
playing surface over which a ball is adapted
to be projected and provided with a ball re-
ceiving cup, and a plurality of elements pro-
jecting upwardly from said surface and rela-
tively arranged thereon to define a tortuous
course for the ball which leads to said cup,
said playing surface having inserts of sponge
rubber and said elements having in their sides
inserts of sponge rubber.
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