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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiam J. Boox, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Earling, in the county of Shelby, State of
Towa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Washbenches; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same. -

This invention relates to wash benches
and has for an object to provide a device of
this character including supports for wash-
ing and rinsing tubs, these supports being
supported by pivoted leg frames and piv-
oted intermediate uprights, the leg frames
being held in open position by folding
braces connected to the intermediate up-
rights, and the intermediate uprights in turn

being connected to the supports through-

the instrumentality of pivoted braces so
that virtually both leg frames and the inter-
mediate uprights are rigidly anchored to the
supports when in operative position so that
collapsing of the bench under the weight of
the tub is positively prevented. _

A still further object of the invention is
to provide a novel H-shaped member which
is detachably connected to the tub supports
and performs the dual function of a brace
for both the uprights and the supports and
also a common tub rest for both the washing
and rinsing tubs.

With the above objects in view the inven-
tion consists of certain novel details of con-
struction and combination of parts herein-
after fully described and claimed, it being
understood that various modifications may
be made in the minor details of construction
within the scope of the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings forming
part of this specification:—Figure 1 is a
side elevation of a wash bench embodying
my improvements in operative position.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view
through the wash bench. Fig. 8 is a hori-
zontal sectional view taken through the up-
rights. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a wash
bench folded. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective
view of the trough member.

Referring now to the drawings in which
like characters of reference designate similar
parts, 10 designates spaced parallel bars
which are connected together adjacent to
their opposite ends by cross bars 11 and are

~,
S

furthermore equipped on their top faces
with U-shaped brackets 12, these brackets
removably securing a substantially H-shaped
cross bar 13 to the bars 10, the H-shaped
bar codperating with the cross bars in sup-
porting washing and rinsing tubs, and fur-
ther forming a common support for both
tubs. Leg frames are arranged adjacent to
the opposite ends of the bars 10, each frame
comprising spaced legs 14 connected to-
gether adjacent to their lower ends by a
cross bar 15 and provided adjacent to their
upper ends with orifices through which and
registering orifices formed in the bars 10
pivot bolts 16 are passed. A pair of up-
rights 17 are connected adjacent to their
opposite ends by cross bars 18, the uprights
being approximately centrally provided with
openings through which and similar open-
ings formed in the bars 10 pivot bolts 19
are passed, these uprights bear within the
indentations 20 at the ends of the H-shaped
cross bar when in operative position and by
virtue of the H-shaped cross bar being an-
chored to the bars 10 through the instru-
mentality of the brackets 12 the uprights
are also locked rigidly to the bars 10. The
lower ends of the uprights perform the func-
tion of legs which support the intermediate
portions of the bars 10 against collapsing
under the weight of the tubs.

For anchoring the leg frames to the up-
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rights, a folding brace is arranged on each -

side of the uprights, each brace comprising
a pair of rods 21 pivotally connected to-
gether at their inner ends by a pivot bolt 22
one of the rods being provided at its outer
end with a notch 23 which receives the up-
per edge of the related leg frame cross bar
15, and the other of the rods being pro-
vided with an opening 24 which loosely re-
ceives a rung 25 that is terminally connect-
ed to the uprights. When the braces are in
their operative position, both leg frames are
locked through the instrumentality of the
braces to the uprights and collapsing of the
leg frames prevented. It is now clear that
since both leg frames are locked to the up-
rights, and the uprights are locked to the
bars 10, when the wash bench is in opera-
tive position, all of the parts are rigidly
locked against movement relatively to each
other and thus collapsing of the bench posi-
tively prevented.

For holding the uprights against vibra-
tion during operation of the wringer as will
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be presently described, a pair of hooks 26
are pivotally connected through the instru-
mentality of pivot bolts 27 to the inner face
of each bar 10, and the bills of the hooks en-
gage over a common lug 28 carried upon the
oufer face of the related uprights when the

hooks are locked in operative position.

Tach hook is preferably formed from a sin-
gle length of spring material and when
rocked to released position, by virtue of the
resiliency of the material will frictionally
engage the inner face of the related bar 10
in such a manner as to be held against
movement beyond the edges of the bar.
This feature 1s deemed of importance since
the hooks will remain in released position
during folding of the washbench without

" ‘manual attention.
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For locking the H:shaped eross bar with-
in the brackets 12, hooks 29 are pivoted on
the outer faces of the bars 10 and engage in
eyes 30 secured to the end edges of the cross
bar. When the device is folded as shown in
Fig. 4, these hooks will maintain the H-

‘shaped cross bar locked to the bars 10.

Tt is desirable in wash benches to pre-
vent access of water to the wringer support-

* ing members so that the latter are not rot-
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ted. To attain this end T provide a pair of
knuckle troughs 81 and 32 connected by a
common metal portion 33 which is de-
signed to straddle the cross bar 18 of the

“uprights and perform the triple function of

supporting the troughs, forming a metal
guard which protects the cross bar from
water dripping from the wringer, and
finally forms a wear plate against which

1,028,538

the securing clamps of the wringer may be
tightened without injury to the wooden
cross bar. The troughs catch and direct
back into the washing and rinsing tubs.the
water wrung from the garments by the
wringer. '

In folding the device, the leg frames are
both unlocked from thelr operative position
by releasing the inclined braces and folding
each brace upon itself. The leg frames are
then rocked into engagement with the bot-
tom edges of the beams 10 and finally the
H-shaped cross bar removed and the up-
rights folded or rocked into the position
between the beams 10 shown in Fig. 4. The
H-shaped cross member may now be re-
placed and secured to the beams 10 by the
hooks 29 and when in this position will
hold the uprights in their folded position.

What is claimed, is:— _

A wash bench including spaced tub sup-
porting bars, leg frames pivoted adjacent to
the ends of said bars, spaced uprights pivot-
ed intermediate their ends to the interme-
diate portions of said bars, U-shaped: brack-
ets on said bars, an H-shaped cross bar fit-
ting in said brackets, said uprights fitting
in the indentations of the cross bar ends
and being locked thereby to said bars, and
jointed inclined braces carried by said up-
rights and detachably secured to said legs.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM J. BOOK.

Witnesses:

Lawrence A. RUHL;
JoserH P. STEPHANY.

Copies of this patent may be obtaineéd for fve cents each, by addressing the Comimissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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