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* My invention relates to improvements in

casket structure. ‘ '
An object of my invention is the provision

of a casket which is attractive in-appearance

6 and design, and which ‘at the same time con-

stitutes a durable and water proof structure
for the desired purpose. S
Still another object.-of my invention is to

so design the casket that a minimum of parts

10 are necessary to form the composite structure,
and that these parts may readily be adapted

to the use of an outer panel covering of any

- desirable sort of thermo-plastic materials,

stich as fiber board or the like, which may be

15 readily molded. -

A further object of my invention is to pro-

vide a casket of the type generally known

as a knock-down structure whereby the vari-

ous units may be secured from independent

20 sources and readily assembled when desired.

In constructing my improved casket I pro-

pose to utilize, preferably, a combination of

wood and metal to form-a rigid frame, and

subsequently secure the frame members and

* 25 the aforesaid outer covering of thermo-plastic

material together by a single member which

extends along the entire length of the periph-

eral edges of the walls of the casket. In this

way a firm union of the various elements of

30 the casket is produced, and by the use of a

single element extending ‘along the entire

length of the wall at the peripheral edges
thereof a compact appearance is secured.

It is a further object of my invention to se-

85 cure the greatest simplicity of structure com-

mensurate with the needs for. which such

structure is designed, in this way rendering

the manufacture of the article as inexpensive

as possible, but at the same time enhancing

40 the appearance of the casket by the use of

my outer panel! of thermo plastic material

which may be stamped with any desired de-

sign, as well as molded into any desired con-

tour.

Various other objects and meritorious fea-
tures of my invention will be apparent from
the following description taken in conjunc-
tion with the drawing wherein like numerals
refer to like parts and wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective of my casket, with

146

one side wall removed and partly broken
away and in section for the sake of clearness,

Fig. 2 illustrates the manner in which the
component parts are secured together around
the lower peripheral edge of the structure,
and R R : ,

Fig. 8 is a perspective of my strainer mem-
ber. '

In the structure herein illustrated I pref-
erably use a metal bottom 10 which is turned
up around its outer periphery to provide the
flanges 12. Welded, or otherwise secured, to

~the bottom 10 adjacent the flanges 12 and

spaced therefrom are U-shaped positioning
members 14. The bottom 10 of the casket is
dropped slightly- from the level of this pe-
ripheral assembly, as indicated at 15, and a
recess 18 provided along each end adjacent
the flange 16 of channel 14. This recess as-
sists materially in handling the casket.

Side and end walls, preferably constructed
of wood, 20 and 22, lie flush with the flange
16 of channel 14 and brace members 24, pref-

~erably of metal and having a foot portion

26 underneath a rigid strap member 28.
This strap member is secured to the bottom
10 by welding, or any desired means.

As an outer covering, or panel, I propose to

utilize a thermo-plastic material having a
substantial asphaltum content which may be
readily molded to various shapes and which
may be stamped with any of a number of de-
signs. This outer panel 30 is placed along
each of the side and end walls, the lower
periphery of each panel being inserted in the
groove 32 provided by flange 12 and the outer
flange of channel 14. The outer flange 12
is crimped inward after insertion of the panel
covering to retain the same in place. It will
be noted that the pamnel is bent inwardly
slightly above the bottom 10 to lie  flush
against the walls of the casket and subse-
quently bent outward adjacent the top pe-
riphery of the walls. : v

A rigid spacer member 34, which may be
of wood or any other desired material, is'in-
serted between the upper extremities of the
walls 20 and 22 and the panel covering 30,
spacer member 34 extending the length of its
corresponding wall. ‘The entire assembly is
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secured in place around its upper peripheral
edge by means of a U-shaped channel mem-
ber 14, the flanges of which may be clamped
together to retain the assembly firmly in
position.

While I have not illustrated any preferred
form of closure member, any one of a number
of ornamental types may be utilized. Two of
these types have been illustrated in copend-
ing applications, Serial Numbers 496,438 and
496,439, filed Nov. 18, 1930.

Having illustrated a preferred embodi-
ment of my structure, various modifications
will be apparent to those skilled in the art
and for that reason I intend to limit myself
only within the scope of the appended
claims,

I claim:

1. A casket comprising, in combination, a
rigid bottom, rigid side and end walls, the
outer periphery of said bottom being turned
upwardly to form a flange, a U-shaped chan-
nel extending adjacent each edge of said
bottom spaced from said flange, and an outer
covering secured along its bottom edge be-
tween said channel and said flange.

9. A casket comprising, in combination, a
bottom flanged upwardly around its outer pe-
riphery, a channel member spaced from sa‘d
flanged portion and extending around the
edge of said bottom, side and end walls seated
on said bottom and positioned thereon by said
channel member, an outer covering of mate-
rial having its lower edge positioned between
said flange and channel member, and a single
channel member securing the upper edges of
each wall and its outer covering.

3. A casket comprising, in combination, a
rigid bottom, a positioning member secured
thereto adjacent each edge thereof, and side
and end walls abutting said positioning mem-
ber around their lower extremities, said walls
being retained in upright abutting position
by means of a plurality of spaced apart brace
members secured to said bottom and walls.

4. A casket comprising, in combination, a
rigid bottom, a positioning member secured
thereto adjacent each edge thereof, and side
and end walls abutting said positioning mem-
ber around their Jower extremities, said walls
being retained in upright abutting position
by means of a plurality of spaced apart brace
members secured to said bottom and walls,
and an outer covering of thermo-plastic ma-
terial for each of said side and end walls.

5. In combination with a casket having
side and end walls, a bottom, and a plural-
ity of strainer members secured to said bot-
tom at spaced apart intervals, said strainer
members extending upwardly along the walls
ta brace the same, and an outer wall cover-
ing of molded thermo-plastic material, said
material, walls, and brace members being
secured in position along their upper ex-
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tremities by a single element extending the
length of each respective wall.

6. A casket bottom comprising a rigid
major central area and a raised peripheral
edge portion including a plurality of posi-
tioning seat portions adapted to seat ver-
tical wall members.

7. A casket bottom providing a raised pe-
ripheral edge portion having a grooved re-
cess along each end edge adjacent said edge
portions whereby the casket may be easily
handled.

8. A casket bottom comprising a rigid
member having a raised marginal surface
portion and an extreme marginal grooved
portion at each end dropped to a point inter-
mediate the bottom and raised surface.

9. A casket bottom comprising a rigid
member having a raised marginal surface por-
tion and an extreme marginal portion at each -
end dropped to a point intermediate the bot-
tom and raised surface, and means positioned
by said raised portion adapted to secure brace
members in vertical position.

10. A casket bottom comprising a rigid
member having a raised marginal surface
portion and an extreme marginal portion at
each end dropped to a point intermediate the
bottom and raised surface, and means in said

dropped extreme marginal portion adanted to -
el L

position a plurality of vertical wall members.

11. A casket bottom comprising a rigid
member having a raised marginal surface
portion and an extreme marginal portion at
each end dropped to a point intermediate the
bottom and raised surface, means in said
raised surface adapted to secure brace mem-
bers in vertical position, and means in said
dropped extreme marginal portion adapted to
position a plurality of vertical wall members.

12. A casket comprising, in combination,
a rigid bottom having a marginal portion
provided with a plurality of guideways, ver-
tical walls adapted to seat in said guideways,
rigid spacer members adapted to be posi-
tioned between said walls around the upper
peripheral edges thereof, and means for se-
curing said walls and spacer in assembled
position.

In testimony whereof, I, Aruson F. H. '
Scorr, sign this specification.

ALLISON F. H. SCOTT.
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