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4o all whom it lay concern. 
Be it known that I, JoHN P. WEIS, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Nyack, 
in the county of Rockland and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and use 
ful improvements in Wearing-Apparel, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to wearing apparel, 

the object of the invention being to provide 
an improved article of wearing apparel, 
such as shirt.Waists, dust caps, bathing caps, 
skirts, bloomers, etc., having a pocket formed 
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Such for instance as a skirt or waist. 
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by hemming the garment and covering the 
raw edge of this hem with a strip, or 
folded tape and inserting between such 
hemmed work and the covering strip an 
elastic strip so that when the hem is com 
plete the elastic will be effective to cause a 
certain portion of the garment to be gath 
ered so that the garment will adjust itself 
to the wearer, the present improved article 
being similar to that shown and described 
in my contemporaneously pending applica 
tion, Serial No. 98,725, filed May 20, 1915, 
of which the present case is a division, and 
which shows a two-needle sewing machine 
for making said garment, which machine is 
provided with means for forming a hem, 
means for guiding a covering strip to the 
raw edge of the hem, and guiding means 
for an elastic strip, or rubber band inter 
posed between the two together with ten 
sioning means for such elastic strip and 
means for operating it, whereby during the 
operation of forming the garment - the 
elastic strip will be placed under tension for 
a certain portion of the time and free from 
such tension during another part thereof. 
In the drawing a companying and form 

ing a part of this specification, the figure 
illustrates the waist portion of a game: 

S. 

stated in my original application, above re 
ferred to, it is desirable in the production 
of wearing apparel, such as shirt waists, 
skirts, bloomers, etc., to form a hem and to 
cover the raw edge of this hem with a strip 
or folded tape and at the same time insert 

50 
an elastic strip SO that. when the work is 
completed it will adjust itself to the wearer, 

the elastic strip, 

No. 201,008. 

and in said application I have shown and 
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described a two-needle sewing machine hav 
ing means for forming a hem, means for 
guiding or folding a covering strip and a 
shiftable guiding means for guiding an 
elastic strip or rubber band interposed be 
tween the two together with a tensioning 
means for such an elastic strip and means 
for operating it simultaneously with the 
shifting action of the elastic strip by some 
suitable means whereby during the opera 
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tion of the machine the strip will be stitched 
to the garment at certain points and dur 
ing which time the strip is in its normal 
condition or not under tension, and at other 
times the strip will be stretched or retarded 
in such manner that it will be placed under 
tension and during which time it is un 
Stitched to the garment so that as the gar 
ment leaves the sewing machine those por 
tions of the elastic strip which are under 
tension effect the gathering of the garment 
by returning to their normal or unstretched 
condition. As such a two-needle machine 
adapted for making the present improved 
article of manufacture is completely shown 
and described in my contemporaneously 
pending application, it is deemed unneces 
sary to again describe the same and it will 
therefore be sufficient to say that in the 
manufacture of the article the elastic strip 
is inserted simultaneously with the hem 
ming of the raw edge of the article and the 
guiding of the covering strip to cover such 
raw edge, the elastic strip being inserted be 
tween the covering strip and the hemmed 
edge of the garment, which hemmed edge 
and covering strip thus form a pocket for 

and in which pocket the 
elastic strip is stitched while in an unten 
sioned condition at spaced points and un 
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stitched while in a stretched or tensioned 
condition between such spaced points with 
the result that when the garment is com 
pleted that portion of the elastic strip which 
was tensioned or stretched will return to its 
normal condition and so gather the garment, 
while that portion of the elastic strip which 
was unstretched will have no effect on the 
gathering of the garment,. In other words, 
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e garment at the Instretched portions of 
e elastic strip will remain plain provided 
course the elastic strip has been tacked a 

reasonable distance along its length. 
In the drawing the garment has its raw 

edge hemmed as at i2, and between this 
hemmed portion of the garment and a cover 
ing strip 55 shown herein as provided with 
folded edges, is located an elastic or rubber 
strip 19. The covering strip 55 thus covers 
the raw edge of the hem and forms with 
the hemmed edge of the garment a pocket 
for the elastic strip. In manufacturing the 
garment, the elastic strip is inserted be 
tween the covering strip and the hemmed 
portion of the garment, it being understood 
of course, as set forth in my original appli 
cation, that the elastic strip is inserted si 
multaneously with the hemming of the gar 
ment and the application of the covering 
strip, and moreover simultaneously with the 
folding of the edges of the covering strip 
when such edges are folded, and that the 
Stitching of the hemmed edge of the work 
and of one edge of the covering strip there 
to is accomplished by one needle of the ma 
chine, while the stitching of the other edge 
of the covering strip to the garment and 
through the elastic strip at certain points 
is accomplished by the other needle and ali 
take place simultaneously, so that in the gar 
ment shown, the elastic strip is stitched to 
the garment in its pocket along the line 52 
and up to say the point 53, and during 
which time the elastic strip is in its normal 
or untensioned condition, while from the 
point 53 to the point 54 the stitching pro 
ceeds So as to connect the covering strip to 
the garment, but the elastic strip is under 
tension or stretched, so that it will miss the 
needle and therefore is unstitched to the 
garment from point 53 to 54, so that conse 
quently, as the Work leaves the machine, 
the elastic strip returning to its normal or 
unstretched condition gathers the garment 
in the manner shown between points 53 and 
54. When the work has proceeded to the 
point 54, tension upon the elastic strip is 
released, whereupon the elastic strip is again 
stitched or tacked in its pocket along the 
line 52. Thus the garment, if a shirt waist 
or skirt, is provided with plain portions 57 
at its ends, so as to overlap one another and 

5 5 

(36) 

3 5 

facilitate the attachment of suitable fasten 
ing means with the gathers 58 at the rear of 
Such plain portions, the length of such plain 
portions being determined at the will of 
the operator in the manipulation of the 
mechanism shown in my prior application. 
Thus it will be observed that in the garment, 
shown the covering strip and the hemmed 
portion of the garment are stitched by one 
line or a top line of stitches 56 all around, 
for instance the waist portion of the gar 
ment, and that the covering strip and 

hemined portion of the garment are also 
Stitched by another and parallel line of 
Stitches 52 around the waist portion of the 
garment, but that the elastic strip is only 
stitched along the line of stitches 52 from 
the end of the garment to the points 53 or 
54, at which time, the elastic strip is in its 
normal or unstretched condition, while be 
tween the points 53 and 54 the elastic strip 
is free in its pocket, in other words not 
Stitched to the garment at all between these 
points, but that during this time, that is, 
while the covering strip was being stitched 
to the hemmed garment by two rows of 
parallel stitches, the elastic strip was free 80 
in its pocket and unstitched, that is, un 
Stitched to the garment but under tension 
or stretched, so that as the garment leaves 
the machine it is gathered between the 
points 53 and 54 by reason of the fact that 
the elastic strip returns to its normal un 
stretched condition. By this very simple 
procedure it will be seen that any desired 
waist size may be readily made according 
to the amount of the plain portion or the 
gathered portion that the operator may give 
to the garment. This result is obtained in 
the machine shown in my said prior appli 
cation by shifting the elastic strip after it 
has been Stitched along the line 52 a cer 
tain distance, so as to carry it away from 
the line of stitches and retarding the strip or 
placing the strip under tension while the 
stitching proceeds without stitching the 
elastic strip to the garment, while in my con 
temporaneously pending application, Serial 
No. 39,222, filed July 12, 1915, the same re 
sult may be obtained in the manner just de 
scribed or by merely clamping the strip 
without shifting it thereby to stretch it and 
narrow it, and thus carry it away from the 
needle line. 

claim as my invention: '. 
1. An article of wearing apparel having 

a finished edge or portion comprising a 
hemmed edge and a covering strip stitched 
thereto by spaced parallel rows of stitches 
and forming there with a pocket, and an 
elastic strip in said pocket and having spaced 
parts stitched to the garment while the strip 
is in its normal condition and free of ten 
ision and a part intermediate such spaced and 
stitched parts unstitched to the garment 
while such intermediate part is in a stretched 
condition, so that when such stretched por 
tions of the elastic strip resume their normal 
condition the garment will be gathered be 
tween those points where the strip is un 
Stitched to the article. 

2. An article of wearing apparel having a 
hemmed edge covered by a covering strip 
and forming with the hemmed edge a pocket, 
and an elastic strip in said pocket, said gar 
ment having a plain portion and a gathered 
portion with the elastic stripstitched to the 
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article at the plain portion and unstitched 
thereto at the gathered portion. 

3. An article of wearing apparel having a 
hemmed edge covered by a covering strip 
and forming with the hemmed edge a 
pocket, and an elastic strip in said pocket, 
Said garment having a plain portion and a 
gathered portion with the elastic strip 
stitched to the article at the plain portion 
and unstitched thereto at the gathered por 
tion, the hemmed portion of the article and 
one edge of the covering strip being stitched 
by one line of stitching and the garment and 
the opposite edge of the covering strip to 
gether with the elastic strip, where stitched 
to the garment, being stitched by another 
and parallel line of stitching. 

4. An article of wearing apparel having 
a hemmed portion and a covering strip hav 
ing hemmed or folded edges stitched to said 
hemmed portion of the garment by spaced 
parallel rows of stitching, thereby forming a 
pocket, and an elastic strip in said pocket, 
said garment having a plain portion and a 
gathered portion with the elastic strip 
stitched to the article by one line of stitch 
ing at the plain portion of the article and 
unstitched thereto by either line of stitch 
ing at the gathered portion. 

5. An article of wearing apparel having 
stitched thereto by two spaced rows of par 
allel stitches a covering strip thereby form 
ing a pocket, an elastic strip within said 
pocket, said elastic strip being stitched by 
one of said rows of stitches at spaced parts 
of said elastic strip and unstitched by either 
of said rows of stitches intermediate such 
spaced parts. 

6. An article of wearing apparel having 
stitched thereto by two spaced rows of par 
allel stitches a covering strip thereby form 
ing a pocket, an elastic strip within said 
pocket, said elastic strip being stitched by 
one of said rows of stitches at spaced parts 
of said elastic strip and unstitched by either 
of said rows of stitches intermediate such 
spaced parts, the stitched portion of the 
elastic strip taking place while such elastic 
strip is in its normal or unstretched condi 
tion and the said elastic strip being in a 
stretched or tensioned condition when the 
said elastic strip is not being stitched to said 
garment, whereby said garment will have 
gathered portions except where the elastic 
strip is stitched thereto. 

7. An article of wearing apparel having 
a pocket consisting of a hemmed portion of 
the article and a covering strip stitched 
thereto by spaced parallel rows of stitching, 
an elastic strip within said pocket, said elas 
tic strip having a portion thereof stitched to 

the article while such strip is free of ten 
sion and another portion thereof unstitched 
to the article while said strip is under ten 
SOI. . . 

8. An article of wearing apparel having 
a hemmed portion, a covering strip stitched 
thereto by spaced parallel rows of stitches 
thereby forming a pocket, and an elastic 
strip within said pocket, separated portions 
of the elastic strip being stitched to the arti 
cle while such strip is in its normal condi 
tion and free of tension and an intermediate 
portion of such strip being unstitched to the 
article while the strip is under tension or in 
a stretched condition. 

9. An article of wearing apparel having 
a hemmed edge, a folded covering strip 
Stitched to said hemmed edge by spaced par 
allel rows of stitching thereby forming a 
pocket, an elastic strip within said pocket, 
the ends of the strip being stitched to the 
article by one row of stitching while the 
strip is in its normal condition and free of 
tension and the intermediate portion of the 
elastic strip being unstitched to the article 
by either row of stitches while such inter 
mediate portion is in a stretched or tensioned 
condition. 

10. A garment having a waist portion 
having a hemmed edge, a Eng strip 
stitched to said hemmed portion by two 
spaced rows of parallel stitches thereby 
forming a pocket, an elastic strip within said 
pocket, the ends of the strip being stitched 
to the waist portion by one row of said 
stitches while the strip is in its normal con 
dition and free of tension, the intermediate 
portion of said elastic strip between such 
stitched ends being unstitched to the waist 
portion while such intermediate portion is 
in a stretched or tensioned condition, said garment having a gathered portion between 
its ends. 

11. A garment having a waist portion 
having a hemmed edge, a covering strip hav 
ing folded edges stitched to said hemmed 
portion by two spaced rows of parallel 
stitches thereby forming a pocket, an elastic 
strip within said pocket, the ends of the 
strip being stitched to the waist portion by 
one row of said stitches while the strip is in 
its normal condition and free of tension, the 
intermediate portion of said elastic strip be 
tween such stitched ends being unstitched to 
the Waist portion while such intermediate 
portion is in a stretched or tensioned condi 
tion, said garment having a gathered por 
tion between its ends. 

Signed at Nyack, N. Y., this 5th day 
of November, 1917. 

JOHN P. WEIS. 
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