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(57) Abstract: A photoacoustic imaging device (1) comprising: an excitation light irradiation unit (2) that irradiates a
sample (X) with excitation light; an acoustic wave detection unit (4) that detects acoustic waves generated at the position
irradiated with the excitation light by the excitation light irradiation unit (2); an acoustic wave propagator (5) obtained
by filling an acoustic wave propagation medium (21) into a bag-shaped body (20) having a film that deforms according
to the shape of the surface of the sample (X); and an image generation unit (6) that generates an image on the basis of
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the detected acoustic waves, wherein when an image of the sample (X) is being captured, the acoustic wave propagator
(5) is positioned between the acoustic wave detection unit (4) and the sample (X) without having an air layer interposed
therebetween, and moves relative to the sample (X) in conjunction with the relative movement between the acoustic wave
detection unit (4) and the sample (X).
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BICH-T BER (X) N LTHBHY B AEERTRE (1) THD,
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