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To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, MAURICE LEONARD
AXERS, acitizen of the United States, residing
at Gooseberry, in the county of Morrow and
State of Oregon, have invented a new and
useful Belt and Slat Fastener, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to clamps or fasteners
for securing the slats to the endless carrier
belts or drapers used in harvesters, headers,
self-binders, and other machines which em-
ploy such carriers.

The objects of my invention are to produce
a fastener that is readily adjusted in place
without extra tools, is firm and not liable to
tear out, for the reason that it embraces a
large portion of the belt that keeps the slat
in alinement, distributes the load through
the whole end section of the slat, and not
merely through half of it, as in the case of
rivets, wears down with the slat, so as to
hold the same until entirely worn out, and
which permits the quick removal of a broken
slat and substitution of a new slat therefor.

With these and other objects in view my
invention consists of the novel arrangement
and combination of parts, as hereinafter speci-
fied by deseription and claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a fraﬂment of a carrier, showing my
clamp- fastener in use. Fig. 2 isa cn 0SS-Sec-
tion thereof on line X X. FIO‘ 31s a perspec-
tive view of the fastener. I‘ld 4 is a plan
view of the blank before it is struek up.

Referring now to the details of construe-
tion by numerals, 1 designates the blank of
steel, iron, brass, copper, or other malleable
sheet metal, preferably about three sixty-
fourths of an inch thick. This blank is cut
and struck up by one or two blows into the
form shown in Fig. 3.

Depending from each corner of the plane
rectangular body 2 is a wedge-shaped prong
3. These prongs stand perpendicular to the
body portion and are brought down with con-
verging sides to a sharp point 4. The point
4 is adapted to enter a slit provided therefor
in a thick leather belt 5, or to be forced
through a thin leather belt or a canvas web,
and then bent over flat against or into the
under surface of such belt or web. The four
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prongs are bent toward each other on the belt
at their outer ends, as at 6, so as to support
each other against twisting or pulling strains
on the fastener.

The portion of the blank between the prong
3 is bent upward to form two clamping-jaws
7, one on either side of the body. Thesejaws
7converge and terminate flush with the upper
face of the slat 8, which is oppositely bev-
eled at its ends and which is tightly embraced
by the jaws. Small triangular tongues or
barbs are struck up from the inner face of
each jaw. There are preferably two of these
barbs at each jaw bent in from the opposite
ends contiguous thereto and arranged to be
embedded in the slat when the jaws are bent
upward against the same in applying the de-
vice to the slat, and the barbs securely hold
the slat in place.

The manner of using my improved fasten-
ing-clamp is to insert the four prongs 3
through the belt 5and bend them over sharply
toward each other. The slat 8 is then ad-
justed transversely to the belt and between
jaws 7, and the barbs 9 are driven into the
edges of the slat until the jaws rest in inti-
mate facial gripping contact with said edges.
As the slats wear away the jaws at their
upper edges also wear away correspondingly,
leaving no rough end or bur protruding, as
in the case of the ordinary rivet fastening.
If a slat breaks, there is no necessity top ro-
cure a cold-chisel to cut off the end, as in the
case of the rivet, but the jaws are simply
forced apart and the broken slat removed,

and thenthe same fasteneris clamped agams’u.

the new slat without removing it at all from
the belt. .

What I claim ig—

1. In a carrier-belt, the combination with
a belt and slat, of a metallic fastener secured
to said belt and having a jaw extending up-
wardly on each edge of said slat to hold the
same.in clamped relation, each jaw terminat-
ing flush with the upper surface of said slat,
substantially as described."

2. In a carrier-belt, the combination with
the belt and slat transverse thereon, of a
fastener comprising a flat rectangular body
portion interposed between said belt and slat
and provided at each corner with a depend-
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ing prong adapted to pass through the belt
and be bent over on the same and also pro-
vided with upwardly - extending jaws ar-
ranged to grasp the slat on each side to elamp

the same in position, substantially as de-’

scribed.

3. A belt and slat fastener, comprising a
body portion having oppositely -disposed
prongs and jaws, bent at an angle to the
plane of said body portion and extending
therefrom in opposite directions, said jaws

converging and being each provided with one
or more inturned barbs, substantially as de-

“seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 15
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

MAURICE LEONARIj AKERS.

Witnesses: :
J. W. MORROW,
G. MCREA.,




