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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ELAM HARTER, OF ARLINGTON STATION,; CALIFORNIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-
HALF TO VIRGIL O. HARTER, OF ARLINGTON STATION, CALIFORNIA.

FRUIT-PICKING SACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 691,376, dated January 21, 1902.
Application filed March 26,1901, Serial No, 52,996, (No model.) .

To all whom it may concerw:

Beit known that I, ELAM HARTER, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Arlington
Station, in the county of Riverside and State

5 of California, have invented a new and useful
Fruit-Picking Sack, of which the following is
a specification. _ _ |

The invention relates to improvements in
fruit-picking sacks.

10 The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of fruit-picking
sacks and to provide a simple, strong, and in-

expensive one designed to be suspended from

the neck or body of a person and adapted to

15 readily receive and hold a large quantity of
fruit without liability of bruising the same
and capable of being opened by the weight
of the fruit to enable the latter to be dis-
charged into a suitable receptacle.

20 The invention consists in the construection
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

25 In the drawings, Figure 1 is-a perspective

view of a fruit-picking sack constructed in

‘accordance with this invention and shown ap-

plied to a person. Fig. 2 is a perspective

view of the supporting-frame. Fig. 3 is a de-
tail sectional view illustrating the construe-
tion for securing the bottom of the sack to
the frame. Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view
illustrating the arrangement of the pad.
Like numerals of reference designate corre-

35 sponding partsin all the figures of the draw-
ings. :

1 designates a sack constructed of any suit-
able material, such as-canvas or other heavy
fabric, and open at its top and bottom and

.30

40 connected at those points with a frame 2, |

composed of a rectangular top 3 and approxi-

mately U-shaped sides 4, hinged to the top

and connected at their bottoms with the bot-
tom of the sack, at the inner and outer sides
45 thereof, and adapted when arranged as illus-
trated in Fig. 2 of the accompanying draw-
ings to close the bottom of the sack to retain
fruit therein and capable of being readily
opened by the weight of the fruit when it is
50 released by the means hereinafter described.
The top of the frame 2, which is constructed

of wire, is provided at its ends with eyes.3,
formed by coiling the wire and linking itinto
oyes 6 of the upper endsof the sides of the
frame, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 2 of the 55
drawings. By this construction the sidesof- =
the frame ave hinged to the top 3 and are
adapted to swing inward and outward to open

“and close the bottom of the sack.-

The upper edges of the sack are secured to 6o
the top 8 at the inner and oufer sides thereof - .
by binding-strips 7, preferably constructed of
stout leather and riveted or-.otherwise se- .
cured to the sack. The sack'is provided at -
its bottom at its inner and outer sides with 63 .
reinforeing-strips 8, of stoutleather, riveted
or otherwise secured to the sack at the inner. -
and outer faces of the said sides thereof and
projecting beyond the lower edges of the sack
and receiving the transverse bottom portions 7o .
9-of the sidesof the frame 2.. The lower por-
tions of the bottom strips 8 are provided with
eyelets 10, receiving laces 11, of leather or -
othersuitable material, rove through the eye-
letsand detachably securing the bottom of the 75
bag to the sides 4 and stiffening and reinforc-.
ing the bag and the frame and enabling the
sack or bag to be positively operated to open
and close it. Also by this construction the = -~
fruit-picking sack may be compactlyarranged 8o
for shipping and storing. If one of the sides
of the bottom of the sack be detached from the
transverse connecting portion 9 of the adja-
cent side of. the frame, the top of the frame
may be turned down in substantially the 8s
same plane as the sides 4, and the bag or sack
will then collapse. . o '

The sides of the frame, which consist of ,
transverse bottom portions 9 and upright rods
12, are provided with eyes 13 and 13%, receiv- go
ing branches 14 and 14® of an operating-cord

‘15." The branches 14 of the operating-cord

pass through the eyes 13 of the inner side 4

of the frame and are secured to the eyes 13

of the other side, preferably by knotting their 95
terminals, as indieated in Fig. 2. The eyes -

13 are located between the ends of the upright
rods 12, near the transverse connecting por-
tions 9, and the latter are provided with the
eyes 13*, which receive thesaid branches 14, 102
and the latterare arranged similar to the said
branches 14, being passed through the eyes
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‘sack is locked in 1ts closed position.

2

of the inner side of the frame and secured to
the eyes of the outer side. - By this construc-
tion the sides of the frame will be held firmly
closed, and sacks may be constructed of a
large sxze for holding a full box of oranges or
oLher frait without Ilablhty of the Welfrht of
the fruit opening the sack. With smaller
sacks the branches 14* may be omitted.  The

.operating-cord extends upward at the inner

side of the frame on the exterior of the sack
ang passes through an eye.16 of the top 3 of
the frame. Theeye 16 is arranged at the in-
ner side of the top of the frame, and the cord
is provided with a hook 17, adapted to engage

the outer side of the top of the frame for hold- :

ing the cord taut, whereby the bottom of the
The up-
per terminal of the operating-cord is secured
10 the top of the frame at one end thereof at
one of the eyes 5, and the hook, which de-
tachably engages the outer side of the top of
the frame, is prov1ded at its shank with an

.eye to receive the cord, and it is loosely ar-

25
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ranged on the same. The branches 14 pref-
embly consist of a single piece of cord or the
like, and it is passed through an eye 18 of
the operating-cord 15; but the branches and

-the upper portion of the operating-cord may

be constructed in any suitable manner.
The sides of the frame are arranged on the

..exterior of the sack and do not come in con-

tact with the fruit. The rectangular top of

-the frame holds the mouth of the sack open,

35

and the operating mechanism, which is con-
nected with the sides 4 of the flame, holds the
bottom of the bag closed. When thehook is
disengaged from’ the outer portion of the top

. of: the fxame and the operating-cord is slack-

: 40

‘ened, the weight of the contents of the sack

‘will automatlcally open the same and fall by

“its'own weight therefrom. The sack may be

prowded Wlth a quilted pad 19, arranged at

_.the inner side of the sack, as cleally shown

" .l Figs,1and4. The pad may beduplicated
..45;

and arranged at each side, or it may be en-

_‘,t‘urely omitted.

- .The frame is provided at the ends of the
Vt’op portion 8 with bails 20, provided at the

- terminals of its sides with eyes and having

‘50,
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upper eyes 21 for the attachment of a strap
22 for enabling the sack to be suspended from
the body of a person, as-indicated in Fig. 1
of the drawings. The sack when in use is
suspended from the right shoulder and is ar-
ranged at the left side. The fruit is depos-
ited in the open mouth of the sack, and after

a sufficient quantity accumulates it is de-
pos1ted in a suitable receptacle by releasing
the operating-cord. The sack is adapted f01
all kinds of fruit and will discharge the same
without bruising or otherwise injuring the
fruit. It possesses all the advantages of a
basket, and it will collapse when one of the
’connecting bottom pieces of the sides 4is de-
tached from the bottom of the sack.

Instead of lacing the bottom of the sack to
the frame it may be secured to the latter in

691,376

any other suitable manner, and I desire it to
be understood that various changes in the
form, proportion, size, and the minor details
of construction within the scope of the ap-
pended claims may be resorted to without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of this invention.

What I olalm is—

1. A device of the class described compris-
ing a sack open atthetopand bottom, a frame

having upright. separable sides eonuected'

with.the bottom of the sack at opposite sides
thereof and arrapged to swing to and from

‘each other to close the bottom of the sack and

to permit .the same to open and operating
mechanism connecting the sides of the frame
and adapted to hold the same closed, substan-

“tially as described.

2. A device of the class described compris-
ing a flexible sack open at the top and bot-
tom, and a frame secured to the sack at the

top thereof and adapted to hold the latter:

open and provided with upright sides hinged
at their tops and connected at their hottoms
with the sack at opposite sides of the bottom
thereof and arranged to swing to and from
each other to close the bottom of the sack and
to permit the same to open substantially as
described.
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3. A device of the class described compris-

ing a sack open at the top and bottom, a frame
composed of a top portion holding the mouth
of the sack open, and sides hinged at their
tops to the top portion and connected with

-the sack at opposite sides thereof and adapted

to swing to and from each other to close the
sack and to permit the same to open, and oper-
ating mechanjsm-connected with and adapted
to close the sides, substantially as described.

4. A device of the class described ecompris-
ing a sack, a frame composed of atop portion
holdmv the motth of the sack open, and the
exter101 sides hinged to the top portion of the
frame and secured to the sack at the bottom
thereof, and operating mechanism connected
with the hinged sides, substantlally as de-
seribed.

5. A device of the class described compris-
ing a sack, a frame composed of a top portion
secured to the sack at the mouth thereof, and
sides hinged to the top portion of the frame
and secured to the sack at the bottom thereof
and adapted to permit the same to open and
close, and an operating-cord connected with
the sides of the frame and extending upward
to the top portion, and having means for en-
gaging the same, substantially as described.

6. A device of the class described compris-
ing a sack, a frame composed of a top portion
anancred ab the mouth of the sack, and sides
hinged to the top portion of the frame and
connected with the bottom of the sack and
prov1ded with eyes, an operating-cord pass-
ing through the eyes of one side of the frame
and seeur ed to the eyes of the other side and
extending to the top of the frame and secured
to the same, and a hook loosely mounted on
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the upper portion of the operating-cord and
adapted to engage the top of the frameto hold
the cord taut, substantially as deseribed.

7. A device of the class described compris-
ing a sack provided at its bottom with pro-
jecting strips having eyelets in their outer
portions, a frame comprising a top portion,
and approximately U-shaped sides hinged to
the top portion of the frame and having their
transverse portions arranged between the
said strips, laces rove through the eyelets and
securing the sides of the frame to the bottom
of the sack, and operating mechanism con-
nected with the sides of the frame, substan-
tially as described.

8. A device of the class described compris-
ing a sack, a frame composed of a rectangular
top portion secured to the mouth of the sack,
the approximately U-shaped sides hinged to
the top portion and secured to the bottom of
the sack, and bails connected with the top

portion, means for holding the sides in their
closed position, and a strap or band secured
to the bails, substantially as and for the pur-
pose described.

9. A device of the class described compris-
ing a sack, a frame composed of a top portion
located at the mouth of the sack, and sides
hinged to the top portion of the frame and pro-
vided with side and bottom eyes, and the op-
erating-cord having the branches 14 and 14*
passing through the eyes of the inner side of
the frame and secured to the eyes of the outer

side of the frame, substantially as described. -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

; ELAM HARTER.
Witnesses:

VIRGIL O. HARTER,
GEO. A. SKINNER.
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