
Aug. 2, 1960 S. M. SERON 

LANYARD 

Filed Jan. 23, 1958 

2,947,456 

2z/rez /72 serazz. 

42e2, /642 -eze, 
-2. -4244/ 742net. 

4./677zees. 

  

  



United States Patent Office 2,847,456 
isiented Aug. 2, 1960 

2,947,456 
LANYARD 

Suren M. Seron, % Seron Mfg. Company, 
432 Barber Bldg., Joliet, Ill. 

Fied Jan. 23, 1958, Ser. No. 710,822 
1. Claim. (C. 224-5) 

This invention relates to a lanyard and in particular to 
a lanyard to be worn about a person's neck for carrying 
an element such as a whistle. 

This application is a continuation-in-part of my co 
peding application Serial No. 622,613, now abandoned, 
for a Lanyard, filed November 16, 1956. 

Various devices have heretcfcre been used for carrying 
elements such as whistles or horns. The devices now 
known, however, have certain serious disadvantages. One 
such disadvantage is that the keeper element is of such 
size and material, in some lanyards, that it may cause in 
jury to the person if said element should be accidentally 
hit during play. Another disadvantage of the known 
braided and cord types is possible irritation to the neck 
of the wearer. Still another disadvantage is that the ma 
terial of which the lanyard is formed is often difficult to 
clean. Often the lanyard is insufficiently strong to with 
stand the wear and tear thereon over a period of time. 
Another disadvantage is that the means for connecting the 
whistle or horn to the lanyard does not allow ready in 
stallation and removal thereof. 

Applicant has devised and herein disclosed and claims 
a new and improved neckpiece lanyard of extremely sim 
ple and economical construction, which avoids each of 
the above enumerated disadvantages. 
The principal feature of the invention is the provision 

of a lanyard having new and improved means for ready, 
positive adjustment of the lanyard loop around the user's 
neck. 
Another feature is the provision of such a lanyard hav 

ing a new and improved means for attaching an element 
such as a whistle or a horn thereto in proper position for 
grasping and ready movement to the user's mouth. 
A further feature of the invention is that the lanyard 

comprises a resilient tube closed at its ends to enclose a 
body of air therewithin. 

Still another feature is the provision of a new and im 
proved keeper member of simple and economical con 
struction for operative association with the tube for posi 
tively adjusting the looped portion of the tube around 
the user's neck and which is small in size so that no 
injury can be sustained by the user in the event of an ac 
cidental blow on the chest. 

Another feature is that the keeper ring maintains the 
tube portions in alignment to position properly at all 
times the element attaching means. 
A yet further feature is the provision of a lanyard 

comprising a loop of tubular neoprene providing im 
proved characteristics as comfort to a wearer, resistance 
to deterioration, ease of maintenance, and limited stretch 
ability. 

Other features and advantages of this invention will be 
apparent from the following description taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a lanyard embodying 
the invention, with a whistle attached thereto, and with a 
portion of the torso of a person wearing the lanyard be 
ing shown in phantom view; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the lanyard; 
Figure 3 is an exploded front elevational view thereof, 
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with the whistle retaining means being shown in the at 
tached position in dotted lines; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged section taken approximately 
along the line 4-4 of Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a section taken approximately along the 
line 5-5 of Figure 3; 

Figure 6 is a section taken approximately along the line 
6-6 of Figure 3; and 

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 4, but showing a 
modified form of keeper. 

In the exemplary embodiment of the invention as dis 
closed in Figures 1 through 6 of the drawings, a lanyard 
is shown to comprise a looped tube 10 provided with a 
keeper 1 for adjusting the length of the portion of tube 

arranged around the neck N of the wearer. A fastener 
2 is secured to the lower end of the tube G and is ar 
ranged to receive removably a connecting or hook nem 
ber 3 which is adapted to carry an element such as 
whistle 4 in position for instant grasping and placement 
into the user's mouth. 

Loop element 10 preferably comprises a tube formed 
of a resilient material such as rubber. Such a material 
is easy to clean by simple washing and the outer surface 
of the tubing may be relatively smooth to inhibit deposi 
tion of dirt thereon. The tube may be cut from a straigit 
section thereof and the two free ends 16a and is brought 
together and Secured by fastening means 2 to form a 
complete loop. 
A highly satisfactory loop element 0 is one formed of 

soft neoprene tubing such as neutral color neoprene tui 
ing having a 78' internal diameter and a 32' wall thick 
ness. Such a tubing having a hardness of approximately 
45 durometer Shore A composed of Du Pont de Nemours 
Co. type W general purpose leoprene having approxi 
mately a 47 Mooney viscosity characteristic provides ex 
cellent characteristics. The loop element formed of such 
neoprene tubing is light-weight and coinafortable to the 
Wearer. It does not chafe or cause skin burn as do the 
braided lanyards and other rough surface lanyards now 
known. The neoprene lanyard is substantially impervious 
to body oils and perspiration which deteriorates the known 
cotton and leather lanyards. Thus, rotting, mildewing, 
and odor breeding are effectively eliminated. The neo 
prene lanyard can be readily sanitarily maintained such 
as by Washing or sterilizing, including sterilizing with al 
cohol. It can withstand high temperatures without ad 
verse effects. Further, the limited stretchability of the 
neoprene lanyard prevents excessive displacement of the 
instrument supported thereby such as might otherwise oc 
cur due to an accidental overenergetic pull thereon in the 
heat of athletic activity. 

Fastener 12 may comprise a conventional snap fastener 
including a base portion 2a and a clamp portion 2b 
which may be forced into secured engagement with base 
12a, with tube ends 16a and iOb therebetween, thereby to 
close Sealingly the ends of the tube. The air within the 
tube is thus entrapped, causing the tube to form a yield 
ing, yet firm support member. 
As best seen in Figures 3 and 4, keeper E. comprises 

a doubled loop or figure-eight member formed of a rela 
tively rigid material such as wire. The internal diameter 
of each of the loops of keeper 11 is preferably just slight 
ly smaller than the outside diameter of tube 10 so that 
the tube is slightly constricted where it passes through 
the keeper. Because of the yielding nature of the air 
buffered tube construction, this constriction effects a se 
cure, yet readily adjustable, retention of the keeper longi 
tudinally on the tube notwithstanding the smooth-sur 
faced characteristic thereof. Once the keeper is adjusted, 
therefore, it maintains its position notwithstanding force 
ful movements of the Wearer, until it is readjusted by ac 
tual manipulation by the wearer. 
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As best seen in Figures 1 and 3, keeper 11 further 
serves to maintain the loop sections aligned substantially 
coplanarly and against the person of the wearer so that 
fastener 12 is maintained in a disposition wherein hook 
member 13 extends outwardly or away from the wearer's 
person. Ring 14a, normally provided on instruments such 
as whistles and horns, may thus coact with the hook to 
cause the whistle or horn to lie ordinarily flat against 
the wearer's person, and to be readily swung on the hook 
for proper disposition for insertion into the user's mouth 
with the top portion of the instrument uppermost. Thus, 
there is no fumbling or delay in utilizing the instrument 
as it is positioned ready for proper use at all times. The 
desirability of such positioning is obvious in such uses 
as by sports officials in the heat of an athletic contest. 
A modified form of keeper 11 is shown in Figure 7. 

Keeper 111 comprises a single loop ring of small diam 
eter, rigid wire encircling two adjacent portions of the 
tube. The internal dimensions of keeper 111 are prefer 
ably just slightly smaller than the outside dimensions of 
the pair of tube portions encircled thereby so that the 
tube portions are slightly constricted thereby. Thus, 
keeper 11 functions somewhat similarly to keeper 
in that it is securely yet readily adjustably retained in 
place on the tube portions notwithstanding the smooth 
characteristic of the tube surface. Such improved func 
tioning is highly desirable where the tubing is formed of 
a material such as neoprene which has a relatively low 
surface friction. 

Fastener 12 is further arranged to permit a swivelling 
of the hook relative to the tube ends. To this end, pro 
jecting outwardly from base 12a of fastener 12 is a post 
portion 12c which is arranged for readily removable, ro 
tatable retention of a generally annular, snap element 
12d. A radially outward opening groove 12e extends 
peripherally around element 12d to receive an arcuate 
end portion 13a of hook 13. Extending from arcuate 
portion 13a is a straight portion 13b terminating at its 
lower end in a hook shaped retaining portion 13c. The 
retaining portion is generally U-shaped and terminates in 
an end portion 13d extending transversely across the up 
per, open end of the U-shaped configuration. The end 
13e of the end portion 13d is rounded and is disposed 
relatively close to the straight portion 3b. The distance 
between curved end 13e and straight portion 13b is pref 
erably just slightly smaller than the cross-sectional diam 
eter of the ring 4a. Hook member 3 is preferably 
formed of a resilient material such as wire and, thus, ring 
14a may be passed readily between the portions 13b and 
13e of the hook by the springing apart of the two por 
tions, with the ring then hanging on the base 13f of the 
U-shaped configuration as best seen in Figure 1. To urge 
the whistle ring toward the lower end of straight portion 
13b, when it is so hanging from the hook, base portion 13f 
is provided with a curved portion 13f immediately ad 
jacent the lower end of straight portion 13d and an an 
gularly upwardly extending straight portion 13f'. Thus, 
the top portion of the whistle is automatically retained 
flat against the wearer's person so that when the whistle 
is swung upwardly into blowing position, it is properly 
arranged top uppermost. 
The installation of my lanyard is extremely simple, 

the looped tube being placed over the head of the user 
with the keeper 11 adjusted to allow a large size upper 
loop portion (c. When thus arranged around the neck 
of the user, loop portion 10c is then decreased in size by 
moving the keeper upwardly until the proper adjustment 
is obtained. The keeper maintains the lanyard flat against 
the Wearer's person and the whistle is maintained readily 
available for use. The double swivelling action of the 
whistle ring relative to the hook, and the hook relative 
to the fastener post, assures this proper positioning and 
allows for simple swinging of the whistle into proper 
blowing position. - - - - - 

If it is desired to remove the whistle from the hook 
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at any time, this can be readily done by moving the ring 
upwardly through the space between portions 13b and 
13d, the resilient nature of the hook allowing for this. 
Should it for any reason be desirable to replace hook 

13, this can be done through the simple unsnapping of 
annular element 12d from the fastener post 13c and re 
placement thereof with a new hook and annular element. 
Applicant's invention comprehends the use of any one 
of a plurality of hooks each having a different configura 
tion, as well as one having the specific novel configura 
tion disclosed. 

Applicant's lanyard is of a simple and economical con 
struction. It provides improved facility in use both as 
to adjustment about the user's neck and as to use of the 
element attached thereto. It further provides positive 
loop-size adjustability and is easily maintained. In addi 
tion, it provides numerous other advantages over the 
known lanyard devices, as discussed in the foregoing. 

While I have shown and described certain embodi 
ments of my invention, it is to be understood that it is 
capable of many modifications. Changes, therefore, in 
the construction and arrangement may be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined in the appended claim. 

I claim: 
A neckpiece lanyard comprising: a length of neoprene ... 

tubing with sealed, joined ends formed into a large loop 
element, the tubing enclosing a trapped body of fluid; 
a keeper slidably engaging opposed portions of the looped 
tubing to juxtapose said portions and form the large loop 
into two smaller loops, adjustable in size, the tubing of 
one of the small loops being generally in a single plane 
to lie flat against the chest of a wearer, the keeper en 
circling the loop portions and having an internal diam 
eter slightly smaller than the dimensions of the element 
whereby the element is received in the keeper under slight 
restriction and the keeper is retained longitudinally of 
the element to maintain a desired adjustment of the rela 
tive sizes of the loops; and fastening means comprising 
a post member secured to said one small loop and lying 
in said plane and extending generally at right angles to 
the longer dimension of said small loop, an element de 
tachably connected with said post and a hook member 
carried by said element for swivel movement about said 
post member in a plane at right angles to the plane of 
said one small loop, said hook member having a gener. 
ally U-shaped portion lying in the plane of swivel move 
ment and opening upwardly and outwardly to form an 
instrument Support for carrying an instrument generally 
in the plane of said one small loop. 
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