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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD F. MADDEN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Hays 
City, in the county of Ellis and State of Kan 
Sas, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Barbed Fences; and I do here 
by declare that the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description thereof, such as will 
enable others to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw. 
ings, forming a part of this specification. 
Myinvention consists in the novel construc 

tion and combination of parts such as will be 
first fully described, and specifically pointed 
out in the claim. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of 

the improved picket-fence, showing the sup 
porting-cables in a single fence-panel and the 
barbed pickets interwoven between the sep 
arate strands of the separate cables. Fig. 2 
is a detail view of the fence-panel of the picket 
fence, showing the separate and adjacent 
pickets connected in pairs by pronged steps. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
Sponding parts in both figures. 

In carrying out my invention and referring 
to the drawings, A B represent the fence 
posts, Which are arranged the usual distance 
apart. - 

C, D, and E represent separate cables ar 
ranged in a parallel position and which to 
gether form a single fence-panel. Said cables 
CD E are attached at their respective ends 
to the fence-posts A and B in the usual man 
ner. The cable C is composed of separate 
strands c c', preferably of heavy wire, and 
which may be galvanized, if preferred. The 
other cables D and E are each composed of 
separate strands d dee', as in the cable C. 
These cables are arranged at nearly equal dis 
tances apart, the cable C being attached to 
and near the upper ends of the respective 
fence-posts A B, and the cable E near the 
lower ends of said posts, the cable D being ar 
ranged in an intermediate position. The 
picket F is composed, preferably, of two 
strands of wireff, twisted together and pro 
vided with barbs f' and known as barbed 
wire. The picket between may be of a single 
strand or metal strip, provided with barbs, if 
preferred. The said barbed wire composing 

said picket is made of a suitable length to ex 
tend in a vertical direction from the cable C 
to the cable E, and at short distances above 
and below the respective cables. One end of 
the barbed-wire picket F is inserted between 
the strands c c' of the cable C, then between 
the separate strands d d' of the cable D, and 
thence between the separate strandse e' of 
the cable E, one end of the picket extending 
above the cable C a short distance and the 
other end a short distance below the cable E. 
The other pickets FF in the fence-panel are 
inserted between the separate strands of the 
separate cable in the same manner as the 
picket F and arranged at suitable distances 
apart from each other in the panel. The pick 
ets F may be inserted between the separate 
strands of the cables after the cables are con 
nected with the fence-posts or during the 
making of a portable fence and in the making 
of the fence-panels, and in this construction 
the number of the cables may increase in 
number. As soon as the pickets are in position, 
the separate strands at each end are spread 
apart, as in Fig. 1, and thus contributing to the 
utility of the pickets. The separate pickets are 
bound together in pairs (see Fig. 2) by steps 
composed of short portions of twisted Wire f, 
extending from one picket in a horizontal di 
rection to an adjacent picket and intertwisted 
between the separate strands of the wires com 
posing the picket, and at each end of said por 
tion of twisted wires f the separate wires are 
spread apart, so as to form prongs. A num 
ber of the portions of wire similar to the por 
tion f* are arranged as close in position as de 
sired, the prongs serving to guard the Space 
between the pickets. The separate panels of 
wire are arranged between the cables C and D 
and also between the cables D and E, compos 
ing the fence-panel, and their other end spred 
apart in the same manner as the pickets. 

Instead of securing the pickets F between 
the separate strands of the fence-cables, the 
pickets may be placed against the separate ca 
bles C D E and a small piece of wire of the 
requisite length twisted around the cable C 
and also extended over the separate pickets, 
the operation being the same over the pickets 
at the point of contact with the other cables. 
Having fully described my invention, what 
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I now claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
In a wire fence a fence panel consisting of 

Separate longitudinal wire cables and trans 
verse fence pickets each picket being com 
posed of separate wires twisted together and 
steps in each pair of said pickets in said panel 
composed of portions of twisted wire having 
branched prongs at each end and arranged 

I O parallel in position with the said cables and 
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clamped at one end between the separate 
wires composing one picket and between the 
separate wires of an adjacent picket at the 
other end, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

EDWARD F. MADDEN. 

Witnesses: 
S. L. C. IIASSON, 
W. A. SIMMONS. 

  


