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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW J. YOUNG, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Kene-
saw, in the county of Adams and State of Ne-
braska, have invented a new and useful Fold-
ing Cot, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to an improvement
in folding cots, and has for its object to pro-
vide a simple, convenient, and efficient con-
struction of double cot or one adapted to the
use of two persons, the said cof, being capable
of being folded compactly into the space ordi-
narily required for a single cot.

A further object of the invention is to con-
struct such cot in a manner that will prevent
the two occupants from rolling together and
encroaching upon each other’s space, and to
so construct and arrange the legs or supports
of the cot as to limit the opening or unfold-
ing of the same preparatory to use, and ob-
viatestrain upon the canvas or other material
with which the cot-frame is covered.

To this end the invention consists in cer-
tain novel features and details of construe-
tion and arrangement of parts, as hereinafter
fully deseribed, illustrated in the drawings,
and finally pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of the improved double
cot with the textile covering partly broken
away to show the construction of the cot-
frame. Fig. 2isa vertical transverse section
through the folded cot. Fig. 3 is a side ele-
vation of the same.

Similar numerals of reference designate
corresponding parts in the several figures of
the drawings. '

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
designates the side rails of theimproved cot-
frame, each of which is provided at its ex-
tremities with inwardly and downwardly in-
clining legs or supports 2, the said legs being
connected to the rails 1 by a mortised joint
and through-bolt or rivet 3, or in any con-
venient manner. Thelegs 2 converge down-
wardly to a common point at each end of the
cob, and are connected firmly together by
means of a hinge 4.

5 designates a medial rail, which, when the
cot is opened, occupies a central position and
extends longitudinally of the cot and lies in

the proximal horizontal plane of the side rails
1. This middle rail is also provided at its
extremities with legs or supports 5% located
within the legs 2 of one of the side rails and
pivotally connected therewith at points inter-
mediate the ends of both pairs of legs 2 and
5° by means of bolts or other suitable pivot-
ing devices, as shown at 6.

7 indicates a pair of metal corner-braces
connecting the middle rail 4 and its legs 5*
and serving to impart rigidity to the cot-
frame. A pair of auxiliary legs or supports
8 are hingedly connected at their upperends
to the central frame comprised by the middle
rail 4 and legs 5* in such manner that the up-
per ends of said legs 8 abut against the end
portions of the middle rail, thereby acting as
stops for preventing the further spreading of
the legs, The auxiliary legs 8 are pivotally
connected intermediate their ends to the legs
2 at points intermediate the endsof the latter.
The legs or supports 5* and 8 are located in
the same transverse planes and at a less dis-
tance apart than the legs or supports 2, so
that they may readily fold together within
the same in the manner clearly illustrated in
the drawings. The legs or supports 5* of the
middle rail are also made sufficiently shorter
than the outside legs 2 to allow the middle
rail to fold within or beneath the side rail 1
when the cot-frame is folded,and the aux-
iliary legs 8 correspond in length to those 5°.
It will thus be seen that three separate and
independent frames are formed, two of which
comprise the two side rails and their legs, and
the third the middle rail and its legs, and
that these frames are capable of being folded
within each other, so that the cot-frame as a
whole may be closed compactly for the pur-
poses of economizing space, storage, or trans-
portation. A covering of canvas or any suit-
able textile material 9 is tacked or secured in
any convenient manner at its opposite side
edges to theside rails 1 and atits central por-
tion to the medial rail 4.

From the foregoing description it will be ap-
parentthata verysimple and desirable double
cob is obtained, in which, by reason of the
presence of the central rail, it will be impos-
sible for the two occupants thereof to roll to-
gether and interfere with each other’s rest;
also that by reason of the butt-joint between
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the auxiliarylegs 8 and-the middle rail 4 the
opening of the top frame is limited, thereby
entirely obviating pulling strain on the tex-
tile covering 9 and greatly increasing the du-
rability of the cot. At the same time the
double cot is capable of beingfolded into the
samespace ordinarily occupied by a single cot.

Changes inthe form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of this invention.

Having thus described the invention,what

is claimed as new is—

1. A folding cot, comprising the side rails
and an intermediate rail all arranged in ap-
proximately the same horizontal plane and
cach provided at its ends with legs rigidly
connected thereto and extending substan-
tially at right angles, the legs of each rail
crossing those of the adjacent rail and being
connected pivotally thereto, the legs of the
side rails being pivotally connected to each

other at .their bottom -onds, substantially as
described.

2. The herein-deseribed double cot, com-
prising a pair of U-shaped or three-sided
frames having their leg portions hinged to-
gether at the bottom, a supplemental frame
of similar construction havingits leg portions
pivotally connected to the legs of one of the
aforesaid frames, and a pair of auxiliary legs
having a hinged connection with the supple-
mental frame and adapted to abutagainst the
same for limiting the opening or unfolding of
the cot-frame, substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

ANDREW J. YOUNG.
Witnesses:
B. Youxe,
E. 3. MOORE.
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