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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FRANCIS P. BAILEY, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 

FOLDING BE D. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 588,164, dated May 25, 1897. 
Application filed February 3, 1896, Serial No. 577,870, (No model.) 

To (t/7, 7 U/lon, it inctly conce77: 
Be it known that I, FRANCIS P. BAILEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at In 
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State 
of Indiana, have invented a new and useful 
Folding Bed, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

folding beds. - 
The object of my improvement is to pro 

vide a folding bed which will be light but 
strong, thoroughly ventilated, capable of be 
ing used as a couch. When folded, the parts of 
which may be readily separated for shipment, 
and are so assembled as to offer no lodging 
places for bedbugs and other vermin. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate my 

invention. 
Figure 1 is an elevation of my device 

folded to form a couch. Fig. 2 is a front ele 
vation thereof. Fig. 3 is a plan of the entire 
framework with the parts in position to form 
a bed, and Fig. 4 is a view in perspective of 
one corner of the main frame. 

In the drawings, 5 indicates the main frame, 
composed of the side bars 6, end bars 7, and 
corner-pieces 8. Bars 6 and 7 are formed of 
tubing, preferably square in cross-section, 
and the corner-pieces 8 are each provided 
with a pair of lugs 9, (shown in dotted lines,) 
adapted to fit into the ends of bars 6 and 7, 
the bars and corner-pieces being secured to 
gether by means of the removable pins 10. 
To two adjacent corner-pieces 8 are secured 

a pair of standards 11, and to the other two 
corner-pieces are detachably secured the cor 
ner-posts 12. Between the corner-posts 12 
may be secured any suitable backing, such 
as the ornamental framework 13 shown, or 
one which is upholstered. 
To the upper end of each standard 11 is 

pivoted a similar standard 14, and to the 
free ends of standards 14 are secured the end 
pieces 15 of a three-sided frame 16, said frame 
being composed of end pieces 15, corner 
pieces 17, end bars 18, and side bar 19. End 
pieces 15 and corner-pieces 17 are provided 
with projecting lugs 9, over which the tubu 
lar side and end bars fit and to which they 
are secured by means of bolts 20. 
To the surfaces of bars 6, 7, 18, and 19, 

which are uppermost when the parts are in 

position to form a bed, are secured a series 
of hooks 21, under which is passed the bind 
ing-wire 22 of the spring-mattresses 23 and 
24, thereby removably securing said mat 
tresses, respectively, to the main frame 5 and 
the three-sided or supplemental frame 16. 

25 and 26 indicate a pair of hair or other 
suitable mattresses which lie, respectively, 
upon the tops of spring-mattresses 23 and 24 
when the frames 5 and 16 are opened to form 
a bed, and which lie between said spring 
mattresses when the parts are folded into the 
position shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

For the purpose of supporting the outer 
portion of frame 16 when in position to form 
a couch a pair of collars 27 are secured to 
the corner-posts 12 in a position to engage 
and support the corners of pieces 17, and for 
the purpose of supporting the outer portion 
of said frame when in position to form a bed 
a pair of legs 28 are pivoted to the outer sides 
of corner-pieces 17. 
A cushion 29, having any suitable valance 

secured thereto, is provided to rest upon 
frame 16 and spring-mattress 24, thereby 
forming a couch when the parts are folded 
into the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

It will be noticed that when the parts are 
in the position mentioned above the front 
edge of the couch is entirely free from side 
rails, with the exception of the side rail of the 
main frame, and that said side rail lies en 
tirely below all of the mattresses. 
By forming the frames of tubing the entire 

device is very light, but is, at the same time, 
very stiff and strong, and by making the va 
rious parts detachable they may be easily 
packed in a very small compass, thus making 
a material saving in the cost of shipment. 
The spring-mattresses are very light and 

are detachably mounted directly upon the 
surfaces of the metallic frames. The other 
mattresses are also made quite light and lie 
loosely upon the spring-mattresses. By this 
construction the various parts of the bed are 
open to inspection and thorough ventilation, 
and no harboring-places are offered for ver 
min. 
I claim as my invention 
l. In a folding bed, a main frame, a pair of 

standards secured to said main frame, a simi 
lar pair of standards pivoted to said first 
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mentioned standards, a three-sided framese 
cured at its open side to the free ends of said 
last-mentioned standards, and means, carried 
by the adjacent faces of said main frame and 
three-sided frame, for securing a pair of mat 
tresses thereto. 

2. In a folding bed, a main frame, a pair of 
Standards secured thereto, a similar pair of 
standards pivoted to said first-mentioned 
Standards, and a three-sided frame secured 
at its open side to the free ends of said last 
mentioned standards, substantially as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a folding bed, a main frame, a pair of 
Standards secured to said main frame, a simi 
lar pair of standards pivoted to said first 
lmentioned standards, a three-sided framese 
cured at its open side to the free ends of said 
last-mentioned standards, and a series of 
hooks carried by the adjacent faces of the 
main frame and the three-sided frame where 
by a pair of mattresses may be secured to 
said frames. 

4. In a folding bed, a main frame composed 
of the corner-pieces, the tubular side and end 
bars, and removable means for securing said 
bars and corner-pieces together, a pair of 
standards secured to two of said corner 
pieces, a similar pair of standards pivoted to 
said first-mentioned standards, a three-sided 
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frame secured at its open side to the free 
ends of Said last-mentioned standards, and 
means, carried by the adjacent faces of said 
main frame and three-sided frame, for de 
tachably securing a pair of spring-mattresses 
thereto, substantially as set forth. 

5. In a folding bed, a main frame composed 
of the corner-pieces, the tubular side and end 
ban's, removable means for securing said bars 
and corner-pieces together, a suitable back 
ing detachably secured to one side of the 
main frame, a Supplemental frame composed 
of the corner-pieces, a tubular side bar and 
tubular end bars detachably secured to said 
corner-pieces, a pair of standards secured to 
the side of the main frame opposite the back 
ing, a similar pair of standards pivoted to 
said first-mentioned standards and secured 
at their free ends to the open side of the sup 
plemental frame, and a series of hooks car 
lied by the adjacent faces of the main frame 
and the supplemental frame, whereby a pair 
of spring-mattresses may be detachably se 
cured to said frames, as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

FRANCIS P. BAILEY. 

Witnesses: 
A. M. HoOD, 
CARL KREIS. 

35 

45 


