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To allulon it may concern: 
Beit krip win that I, AATTHEw J. DolPHIN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city, county, and State of New York, have 

5 invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Postmarking-Alachines, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of ma 

chines constructed for automatically mark 
10 ing or canceling mail matter; and my inven 

tion consists in certain improvements in such 
achines fully set forth hereinafter and 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: . . . . 

i5 Figure 1, is a plan of my improved ma 

to move toward the marking appliances. 

- chiae; Fig. 2, is an enlarged plan, the frame 
partly broken away, showing the parts more 
in liediately connected with the stamping 

: devices; Fig. 3, is the same as Fig. 2, showing 
20 the parts in different positions; Fig. 4, is an 

end tiew; Fig. 5, is a sectional plan on the 
line 5, 5, Fig. 4; Fig. 6, is a plan of part of 
the separating devices: Fig. 7, is an eleva 
tion of the gard of the separating devices. 

25 Fig. 8, is a plan of the die carrying frare and adjuncts; Fig. 9, is an elevation of Fig. 8; 
'Fig. 10, is an elevation of the parts back of 
the line a looking in the direction of the | 
arrow b, Fig. 3. 
The frame A, of the machine is suitably 

constructed to support the working parts 
hereinafter described, which are driven from 
a shaft B, operated by any suitable motor. 

In the construction shown the letters are 
carried in a vertical position between travel 
-ing bands or belts 1, 2, the belt 2, passing 
around a drum 3, and also around a drum 4, 
which constitutes the impression bed or 
roiler opposite a type roller 5. A stationary, 

40 impression bed back of the belt 2, as in the 
other machines may, however, be employed, 
the roller, 4, in such, case turning in fixed 
bearings. The band 1, passes around two 
drums 6, 7, and is narrower than the band 2, 

45 so as to be above the type roller, as shown 
in Fig. 4; the drums 67, which support the 
belt, are closer together than the drums. 3, 
4, leaving room for a guard plate S, above a 

it feed belt 9, running horizontally below the 
50 belt1, 2, as shown in Fig. 1, and supported 

by drums 10, only one of which appears in 

30 

said, figure. 
The letters are fed over a table v, dotted 

onto the lower carrying belt before beginning 
t 

is illportant that as the letters approach the 
trip device hereinafter referred to there shall 
be no slip between them and the carrying 
band, in order that they shall have the 
necessary impetus to operate the said device, 
and, therefore, instead of depending upon the 
friction of the band alone to guide the letters 
I arrange adjacent to said device and on 
opposite sides of the band 2, rollers 12, 13, 
one or both of which may have a yielding or 
elastic covering a, while one, for instance, the 
roller 13, is carried by a swinging frame 93, 
upon which bears a spring 14, that forces the 
roller against the band. These presser roll 
el's can be duplicated at 12, 139, and a 
spiring 94, aids to insure the adhesion of the 
letter to the band 2, so that there shall be no 
slip between the two, the spring and rollers 
yielding as required by any additional thick 
ness of the letters. . . . . 
The die or canceling stamp is upon a print 

ing roller 5, which is carried by but with its 
shaft slightly movable in a frame C, pivoted 
at one end by a vertical pivot pin X, to a 
yoke C, the latter having a horizontal trun 
nion c', rocking in a bracket C, secured to 
the base-plate or table t. By this arrange 
ment of joints the frame C, can swing upon 
the pin ac, to carry the printing roller 5, to 
and from the letter, and can also rock upon 
the horizontal pin or trunnion a so as to 
hold the face of the printing Roller, against 
the face of the letter when the latter is 
thicker at one edge than at the other. The 
printing roller is upon a shaft 15, that passes 
through slots 16, in the ends of the upper and 
lower plates 12 and 120 of the frame C, 
which plates are connected together by a 
cross-piece 105; and stud 23, and said shaft 
also passes through plates 150 and 151 of a 
frame E, into a slot in which extends a pivot 
Ri 152, Fig. 8, and springs 34, 34, extend 
betWeen R the frames C and E, and 

C. draw back the latter and draw forward the 
plate-C, so as to tend to hold the shaft 15, at 
the ends of the slots 16, farthest from the 
belt 2. Against the frame C, for instance 
against the cross-piece 105, thereof, bear 
snrings. 17, coiled around rods 18, and con 
nected with the frame and sliding through a 
stationary, posti 9, upon the platform t, 

lines Fig. 1; striking the gard plate 8, each which springs tend to force the frame for 
55 is thrown to a vertical position so as to drop ward the belt 2, and to bring the printing 
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roller 5, against the letter upon the belt 
which in such case constitutes the bed. 
The frame and the printing roller are held in 
the position shown in Fig.2, with the roller 
away from the belt by means of a catch that engages a portion of the frame C, which 
catch is released by a contact piece, or as 
hereinafter termed, a tripper with which 
each letter makes contact as it approaches 
the printing roller. As shown, the catch 20, 
is in the form of an arm pivoted to a stud 21, 
on a stationary plate 123, that is supported 
by three posts 155, see Figs. 2 and 10, in a 
position between the plates of the frame C, 
and a shoulder 22, of said catch 20, engages A. 

a lip 23, upon a stud 23, carried by the 
frame C, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. A 
spring 29, bears against the catch 20, to 
throw it to the position shown in Fig. 2, and 
the tripping device is shown in the form of a 
lever ID, pivoted to a fixed stud 25, on the plate 123, and provided with a lip'26, en 
gaging the projecting end of the catch 20, 
so that when the end of a letter strikes the 
end of the tripping lever the inner end of the 
latter moves with the letter and the outer 
edge swings and carries the catch 20 away 
from the lip 23, after which the springs 17, 
will force the frame. C, and the printing 
roller toward the letter. In order that the 
edge of the letter even when of thin material lmay act positively upon the tripper, I pro 
vide two rolls 21, 27, which bear upon the 
opposite sides of the belt 2, as close as pos 
sible to the end of the tripper so as to hold 
the end of the letter closely to the belt and 
prevent the letter from crumpling or Ri 
ing away out of proper contact with the 
tripper. To accommodate letters of differ 
ent thicknesses the roller 27, Fig. 3, is car. 
ried by an arm 28, which is forced toward 
the belt 2, by a spring 131. 

Just below the tripper is a roller 27, 
which bears upon the belt 2, and holds the 
letters against the belt at that point. A 
spring 30, connected with the tripper serves 
to restore the latter to the position shown in 
Fig. 2, when the frame C, is swung back. 
It will be noted that the distance between the 
fulcrum of the tripping lever D, and the 
point where it bears upon the catch 20, is 
much shorter than the distance between 
said fulcrum and the end that contacts with 
the letter, and that the lever D, bears upon 

55 

60 

the catch at its extreme end, whereby Iob 
tain such a leverage that the thinnest letters 
will exert sufficient power pon the tripping 
lever to swing back the catch. 

It is necessary after the impression has 
been made upon the letter to carry the print 
ing roller away from the path of the letter to 
its normal position out of said path and 
away from contact with the letter or belt, 
thereby permitting the tripper to return to 
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- its normal position before the letter has 
passed beyond the tripper, as otherwise the 
letter would be 'reprinted' or the belt would 
be smeared and mark the faces or oppo 
site sides of the succeeding letters. This 
is effected by the rotation of the printing 
roller itself, which roller has a cam 31, having 
an abrupt shoulder 32, which cam is con 
nected to the roller or to the shaft 15, and as 
the roller revolves the cam bears, upon the 
stationary pin 33, on the frame C, and grael 
ually forces outward the frame until the lip 
23, engages the shoulder of the catch 20, 
which catch is thrown into this position ly 
the spring 29. After this the shoulder 32, of 
the cam passes the pin 33, when the springs 
34, 34, will draw back the frame.ht in the di 
rection of the arrow Fig. 8, moving therewith 
the shaft 15, and printing roller 5, and carry 
ing the latter away from the path of the let 

r. It will be seen that this action is per missible in consequence of the elongation of 
ter. 

the slots 16, which permit first the frame, C. 
to be swung back to a limited extent and 
locked without moving the feed roller, and 
then permit the printing roller and its shaft 9 
to be drawn back without moving the fraine. 
It will be seen that these actions take place 
during a single revolution of the printing 
roller, and that at the termination of this 
revolution the roller is restored to its normal 
position, so that after a letter his been 
marked the printing roller and the tripper 
which bears on the letter after the parts are 
restored to normal position will immediately 
be in position to operate upon the following 
letter. In order to position exactly the 
printing roller at the end of its movement, it 
is provided with a stop 35, Figs. 2 and 3, 
which makes contact with the shoulder 36, 
on the stationary rod 37, and prevents fur 
ther movement until the frame C. is thrown 
forward, as shown in Fig. 3, when the stop 
will be in position to pass the shoulder. 

Heretofore in some machines of this class 
the friction of the letters has been depended 
upon to rotate the stamping roller and li?t 
the frame C, away from the bed, as for in 
stance in the machine described in Laass & 
Hey's patent No. 3SS,366, but the necessary 
frictional contact of the stamping roll and 
letter to effect such result is objectionable. 
and I, therefore, provide means whereby the 
stamproller is positively driven and thereby 

ections incident to driving the . obviate the obj 
roller by the letter. . Different means may be employed for 
throwing the stamping roller into action with 
positive driving appliances upon or by the 
action of the tripper when the latter is moved 
by a letter. One means for this purpose is 
illustrated in the accompanying drawing. 
Fig. 4, in which 3S, is a driving roller the 
driving shaft of which is connected by a flexi 
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ble connection 39, with the shaft of the im- spring 30°, Fig. 4, connected with a bracket 
pression roll 4 and 40, is a parallel drum 
the shaft of which is connected by a flexible 
connection 41, with the shaft 15, of the stamp 
Foller. , Normally the drum 40, is out of con 
tact with the drum 38, which is driven con 
stantly from the shaft of the impression 
roiler 4, but when a letter strikes the tripper 
the drum 40, through suitable intermediate 
devices described hereinafter is brought 
against the drual 3S, when the drum 40, and 
the stamping roller will be positively re 
volved the extent of a single revolution on 
the completion of which the drum 40, may 
be carried to its lorinal position. The sur 
faces of the drums 38 and 40, are of rubber 
so as to insure friction and the drum 40, is 
carried by 8. Franne F, pivoted to a stud 42, 

engages with and having a shoulder 43, th, 
the shoulder of a catch ever 44, to hold the 
drum 40, in its normal position, shown in 
Fig. 5. When a letter strikes the tripper the 
latter is pushel to the position shown in Fig. 
3, its inner end bearing on a leaf spring 26, 
which prevents shock and too great a move 
ment of the tripper; and as the latter swings a 
shaft 46, is rocked to bring an arm 47, against 
the lever 44, and push the latter in the direc 
tion of the arrow, Fig. 5, away from the 
shoulder 43, when the frame F, will swing in 
ward under the action of a spring 48, bring 
ing the roller 40, against the drum 38. As 
the roller 40, begins to revolve with the roller 
38, a cam 49, upon the shaft of the roller 40, 
will bear upon a stud 50, of the frame F, and 
the latter will gradually be forced outward in 

40 

50 
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the direction of its arrow, Fig. 5, until the 
point of the eam passes the stud 50, when a 
spring 51 that bears upon the sliding bearing 
of the roller shaft will force the relier 40, 
away from the roller 3S, the frame F, having 
meanwhile been engage. by the catch 44, 
and locke: in its normal position. 

he shaft 46, that swings the catch 44, is 
operated from tile tripper through the nie 
dium of the upper Swinging frame C, when 
the latter is released by the action of the 
tripper. A stud 53, Fig. 2, on the frame C, 
bears upon an arm 54, on the shaft 46, Fig.9, 
so that when the frame C, Swings inward the 
shaft 46, is turned. . . . 

Inasmuch as the frames F, C, move to a 
certain extent independently of each other 
while the shafts carried by the two frames 
are coupled together, it is necessary to use a 
flexible coupling, and a flexible coupling is 
also used between the rollers 3S and 4, inas 
imuch as the rollar or drum 4 must swing 
way from the painting roller in proportion 

to the varying thickness of the milinatter 
I, therefore, fount the shaft of the roller 4, 
in a swinging frame 55, against which bears 
a spring 56, that tends to keep the frame 
against a bearing, as a stop 107, while a 

extending from the frame 55, is also attached 
to the adjusting screw 30, tilat permits any 
desired tension to be obtained. 
Although I have shown the flexible con 

nections 39, 41, in the form of short shafts, 
and universalioints 5S, any other form of 
flexible connections may he used. It will 
also be evident that different appliancés niay 
be used for carrying the frictional driving 
rollers 38; 40, into and out of contact under 
he action of the tripper, and that any other 
means for positively driving the stamping 
roll from a positively moving part of thema 
chine would effect the same result, and al 
though i have shown a swinging frame carry 
ing the printing roll and a can carried with 
said roll for swinging said frame it will be 
evident that other means may be employed 
for effecting this result. 

In those cases where the stamping roll 
turns in fixed bearings, so that said rol? only 
has an intermittent rotary motion the within 
described driving means or their equivalents 
may be employed for imparting such motion 
and for arresting the printing roll at the ter 
mination of each revolution. 
Inasmuch as the printing roll with the 

construction described has a swinging as 
well as an internittent rotary motion, it is 
necessary to arrange the inking rolls so as to 
maintain constant contact of said rolls, not 
withstanding the changing of the position of 
the die. I, therefore, carry the inking roller 
60, upon a shaft on the frame E, and carry 
the distributing roller 61, upon a swinging 
frame 62, swinging upon the shaft 63, of the 
reservoir roller 64, which is constantly driven 
by a band q, a spring 65, maintaining the 
frame 62, in such position that the distribut 
ing roller 61, constantly bears upon both of 
the rollers 60, 64. The roller 60, only makes 
contact with the raised die on the stamp 
roller 5, and the latter is normally in a posi 
tion with the die out of contact with the 
roller 60, but the latter is driven constantly 
from the roller. 64, through the roller 61, so 
that...it is not necessary to depend on the no 
tion of the stamp roller to drive the inking 
roller. 

shown in Figs. 1 and 6. 

While the letters may be fed to the carriers 
laterally over the plate or chute 8, as before 
described, I prefer in some instances to make 
use of a separator of the character illustrated 
in my Letters Patent No. 408,405, dated 
Aug. 6, 1889. In such separator there are 
two rollers r, r", the former traveling pe 
ripherally in the direction of the bands 2, and 
the latter in the reverse direction, as herein 

In order to press the 
letters more firmly against the conducting 
roll r, and insure their movement with the 
latter as well as to prevent them (especially 
when of thin or flimsy material) from being 
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Wrinkled or crumpled at the end by the re 
Versely moving surface of the roller, I com 
bine with the roller r, a shield 70, which is 
shown in the form of a curved plate pivoted 

5 to a stud or rod 71, and being either a spring plate or forced with a spring pressure by a 
spring 72, toward the roller r, but with a 
slot, to receive said roller, as shown in Fig. 7. This spring shield acts as a guard to pre 

10 vent thin flimsy letters from being turned 
back or crumpled when brought against the 
roller r'. . . . . Q, represents a counter which is moved 
one step at each outward movement of the 

15:frame C, so as to register one letter. Thus 
the vertical bar 105, strikes an arm 91, Figs. 
2 and 3, on a shaft 90, which carries an arm 
connected to move the actuating arm of the 
counter, as shown in dotted lines. Fig. 1. 

20 The particular construction of the counter is 
immaterial, as any available connecting 
mechanism may be used. A flat spring 94, may aid in keeping the letters against the 
vertical belt 2. ' Without limiting myself to the precise 
construction and arrangement of parts 
shown, I claim: . . ... 1. The combination of the coöperating 
members of a frictional driving device, a die 

30 mounted and supported independent of said 
driving device and connected to be rotated 
thereby, an impression member, and a letter 
actuated tripper controlling the coöperation 
of the members of said driving device. 

2. The combination of a rotatable printing : die normally, at rest, a continuously rotating 
impression roller, a frictional driving device, 
one member, of which is mounted and sup 
ported independent of and connected with 

40 the die for rotating the latter, and a letter actuated tripper controlling the opération of 
the frictional driving device. 3. The combination of the intermittently 
rotatable printing roller of a printing couple, 

45 a frictional driving device mounted and slip 
ported independent of said roller for rotating 
the roller, neans for holding the roller against 
forward rotation, a letter actuated tripper 
and connections for releasing the roller and 

50 controlling the operation of the driving 
device. . . . 4. The combination of a letter feeding de 
vice, a marking die normally at rest, an im 
pression member, a driving mechanisi. 

55 mounted and supported independent of said 
die for rotating the die, and a letter actuated 
tripper for controlling the operation of the 
driving mechalism. - 5. The combination with the printing 

60 roller of a letter stamping machine, of a Su 
port for the roller and Ileans for moving the 
support to maintain the roller normally olt 
of the path of movement of the mail latter, 
driving mechanism for rotating said roller 

915,278 
positively, a tripper, and connections where 
by said driving mechanism is thrown into 
and out of operation on the movement of the 
tripper, Substantially as set forth. 

6. In a machine for stanping or marking 
mail matter, the combination of the support 
ing feedbed, a printing roller, a support 
therefor and means for moving the support 
to maintain the roller normally out of the 
path of movement of the mail matter, means 
for bringing the roller into said path, a trip 

65 

70 

ping device normally in said path and con 
trolling said means, a driving mechanism, 
and connections whereby the printing roller 
is put in operative connection with the driv 
ing shaft by the movement of the tripping 
device, substantially as set forth. 

80 

7. The connbination with a printing roller 
of a machine for marking mail matter, a 
movable support for the roller, and means 
for shifting it to normally maintain the roller 
out of the path of the mail matter, of a driv ing shaft and a tripper or finger arranged in 
the path of the moving mail matter, and 
connections between the finger and the 
printing roll for bringing the latter into con 
nection with the driving mechanism on the 
movement of the finger, substantially as set 
forth. : 

S. In a machine for marking mail matter, 
an oscillating frame carrying a printing 
roller, a catch for holding the frame in one 
position, and a driving mechanism in com 
bination with a tripper in the path of the 
mail matter, and connections whereby the 
frame is released and the printing roller car 
ried toward the letter path and also brought 
into operative connection with the driving 
mechanish on the movement of the tripping 
device, substantially as set forth. 

9. The combination in a letter marking 
machine, of a supporting feed bed, a print 
ing cylinder normally out of the path of 
movement of the mail matter, a tripper or 
releaser normally in said path, and means 
controlled by said tripper for bringing the 
roller into said path, a driving shaft, means 
whereby the printing roller is brought into 
operative connection with said shaft on the 
movement of the tripper, and means for 
throwing the roller out of operative connec 
tion with said shaft, substantially as set 
forth. 

10. The combination of the feed bed, 
frame carrying the printing roller, catch ar 
rainged to hold the frame in its outer posi 
tion and tripper arranged to engage the 
catch and the letter, a driving shaft, and 
connections arranged to be put into opera 
tion after the frame is released to then ro 
tate the roller, substantially as set forth. 

11. The combination of the frame carry 
ing the printing roller, means for maintain 
ing it normally at rest, means for moving 
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915, 
the frame out of its normal position and to 
ward the letter, a cam carried with the roller, a bearing on the frame whereby the 
frame is restored to position as the roller re-i 
positively turning said roller after the frame 
is released, substantially as set forth. 

12. The combination of the frame, print 
ing roller having a shaft movable in bearings 
of said frame independently of the latter 
means for maintaining the roller normally 
at rest, springs for moving the shaft in one 
direction, a cam carried with said roller hav 
ing a bearing upon said frame to move said 
shaft in the opposite direction, a driving 
shaft and connections for turning said roller 
positively and a catgh and tripper, substan 
tially as set forthi. 

3. The combination with the printing 
roller of a letter marking machine and with 
a continuously moving driving drum, of a 
driven drum connected with said printing 
roller movable to and from the driving 
drum, a tripper in line with the moving mail 
matter, E.connections whereby the driven 
drum is brought against the driving drum 
on the movement of the tripper, substan 
tially as set forth. 

. . . . 14. The combination with the supporting 
30 feedbed, printin 

O 

5 

20 

25 

roller movable to , and . 
from said bed and actuating devices for so 
moving it, a retaining device for holding it 
in one position, and tripper for actuating 

... said retaining device, of a driven drum con 
35 hected with the printing roller and movable 

to and from a driving drum, connections be 
tween the tripper and the supports of the 
driven drum whereby the drums are brought 
into contact on the movement of the tripper, 

40 and means for returning the driven drum to 
its normal. 
forth. . . 

5. The combination in a stamp marking 
machine with a printing roller and a drum 

position, substantially as set 

45. 
the printing roller and the other the drum, 
of catches or detents for holding said frames 
in their normal positions, a tripping device, 
and connections between the same and said 

50 catches to release the latter on the move 
ment of the tripping device, substantially as 
set forth. . . . 

16. The combination 
feedbed and printing roller, of a driving 

55 drum, and a driven drum for driving the 
printing roller, the printing roller and driven 
drum, connected by a flexible shaft, and 
means for throwing the living drums into 
and-out of contact, substantially as: Set. 

60 forth. 
i7. The combination with a roller con 

stituting the supporting, feed bed or a part 
thereof and supported in a yielding bearing, 
of a driving drum 38, connected with the 

volves, and a driving shaft and means for 

and with independent frames supporting one 

with the supporting 

28 5 

feed bed roller by a flexible shaft, a printing 
roller movable to and from the bed and con 
nected by a flexible shaft with a drum mov 
able to and from the driving roller, and a 
tripper and devices controlled by the tripper 
for shifting the printing roller and bringing 
together the driven drum and driving drum 
on the movement of the tripper, substan 
tially as set forth. 

18. The combination with the driving 
: drum 3S, and with the printing roller mov 
able to and from the supporting feedbed, of 
a pivoted frame supporting the roller, means 
for moving it in one direction, a catch for 
holding the frame in its normal position, a 
tripper. and connections for moving said 
catch, and means whereby the said frame is 
restored to its normal position by the rota 
tion of the drum 40, substantially as set 
forth. 

19. The combination with the movable 

with the catch for holding the frame in its 
norhal position, of the movable frame, the 
driven drum 40 carried thereby, a catch for 
holding the same in its normal position, and 
connections between the printing roller frame 
and the catch of the driven drum frame, sub 
stantially as set forth. . . . . 

20. The combination with the movable 
frame, the printing roller carried thereby, 
and with the catch in the form of a lever 20 

carried thereby, a catch for holding the same 
in its normal position, a tripper lever, and 
and the catch of the driven drum frame, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

21. The combination with the movable 
! frame, the printing roller carried thereby, 
and with the catch in the fortin of a lever 20 

of the movable frame, the driven drum 40 
carried thereby, a catch for holding the same 
nections between the printing roller franhe 
and the catch of the driven drum frame, and 
springs 29, 30, substantially as set forth. 

... 22. In a mail marking machine, the com 
bination of a marking roller and an impres 

ision roller one of which is movably mounted 
a and held normally at rest out of the letter 
path, means for positively rotating said latter 
roller when it is moved into the letter path, 
a contact piece in the letter path, and inter 
SE connections whereby the movable 

23. The combination, with the traveling 
band, its supporting rolls and tripper of a 
troller 27 below the tripper, substilitially 3S 
described. . . . . . 

roller is brought into the letter path by the 

a drum 40 connected with the printing roller, 

for holding the frame in its normal position, 
of the movable frame, the driven drum 40 

connections between the printing roller frane 

for holding the frame in its normal position, 

in its normal position, a tripper lever D, con 

engagement of the contact piece with a letter. 
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24. The combination with the tripper and 
roller 27, of a traveling feed bed carried by 
a roller 4, supported in swinging bearings, 
and a roller 27 also supported in swinging 
bearings, substantially asset forth. 

25. The combination of the printing roller 
and a frame pivoted to a yoke by a pivot. 
parallel to the shaft of the printing roller, 
said yoke connected to a support by a pivot 
at right angles to the shaft of the printing 
roller, substantially as described. 

26. The combination of the printing bed, 
frame and means for carrying the latter to 
ward and from the bed, a printing roller Sup 
ported by the frame and movable independ 
ently of the frame from the bed, driving 
mechanism for positively turning the roller 
intermittently, and springs for retracting the 
roller, substantially as set forth. 

27. The combination with a narking 
roller and an impression roller one of which 
is movably supported and held at rest away 
from the other, of means for positively rotat ing said latter roller when in its operative 
position, a contact piece adapted to make 
contact with the mail-matter and coh 
nections actuated by said contact piece for 
connecting the rotating means with the 
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movably mounted" roller, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth, 

28. The combination with a marking 
roller and an impression roller one of which 
is movably mounted and held normally at 
rest away from the other roller, of means 
positively rotated and normally disconnected 
from said latter roller, a contact piece ex 
tending into the letter path and connected 
to said positively rotated means whereby 
the passing mail-matter serves to connect 
the positively rotated means with the 
movably mounted foller, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth, -- 

29. The combination with the intermit 
tently driven stamp roller, of the constantly 
driven inking roller, and means for main 
taining the stamp roller normally with its 
die out of contact with the inking roller, 
substantially as set forth. - 

30. In a machine for marking mail-matter 
and the like, the combination with a rotary 
printing couple, one member of which is 
imovably mounted in respect to the other 
member, of means for moving said movable 
member to and from the other member, 
means for positively rotating said movable 
member when said latter member is moved 
to its operative position, a contact piece con 
nected to engage the rotating means with 

915,278 
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I said movable member and a feed device for 
moving the mail-matter to the contact piece, substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 
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31. Thé combination with the printing 
roller, of a frame mounted on a pivot at a 
right angle to the axis...of said roller whereby 
the latter may accommodate itself to letters. 
thicker at one end than at the 
stantially as described. 

, other, sub-... 
32. The combination of the printing 

roller of a mail marking machine, a con 
tinuously moving inpression surface there 
for, means for maintaining the printing 
roller normally out of the path of move-, 
ment of the mail matter, independent driving 
mechanism for the printing roller, and mail 
actuated means for controlling the operation 
of the driving mechanism and for causing the 
movement of said roller into said path. . . 

33. The combination of the printing 
roller of a mail marking machine, a con 
tinuously moving in pression surface there 
for means for maintaining the printing 
roller normally at rest and in printing 
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position, independent driving mechanism 
for rotating the printing roller, and mail Si 
actuated means for controlling the operation 
of the driving mechanism. 

34. The combination of a printing couple, 
one member of which is movable relatively 
to the other, an independent intermittently 
operable driving mechanism for one of said 

90 

members, a mail actuated means for con 
trolling the movement of one of said men 
bers toward the other and for controlling 
the operation of said driving mechanism 95 
and means for continuously-rotating the 
other member. 

35. In a machine for marking mail matter, 
the combination with the continuously 
moving supporting impression member, of a 100 
marker normally out of the path of the mail matter, an independent frictional driving 
mechanism for operating the marker, and a 
tripper or releaser normally in said path for 
controlling the operation of said fictional 
driving mechanism and for controlling the 
movement of the marker into the path of 
the mail matter. . . . . 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

MATTHEW J. DOLPIIIN. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLEs E. Fost Er, 
J. S. BARKER. 
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