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1 Claim,

This invention relates to beds for infants.

The primary object of the invention is to pro-
vide a bed for premature and/or feeble infants,
which bed can be kept under controlled temper-

5 ature at proper air circulation,

Another object of the invention is to provide
a bed for infants, the bed may be either heated
or unheated, whereby the handling of the in-
fants is facilitated. The bed constructed in ac-

10 cordance with my invention is particularly adapt-
ed for use in hospitals, or nurseries, wherein many
infants are handled in a comparatively small
space. In order to save space the beds of the
infants must be placed close to each other, and

15 frequently the beds are placed side by side. By
providing a collapsible shelf at the foot end of
the bed, and also compartments and drawers be-
low the bottom of the inclosure of the bed, the
handling of the infants in a compgratively small

90 SPace can be accomplished with great ease.
Another object of the invention is to provide

a bed for an infant for so called isolation cases,
wherein the medicines and clothing of the infant
must be also isolated, and the clothing be kept

o5 at a desired temperature.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a selective control for spaced heating elements
in a bed for infants.

Other objects and advantages are to provide a

o bed for infants that will be superior in point of
simplicity, inexpensiveness of construction, posi-
tiveness of operation, and facility and conven-
jence in use and general efficiency.

In this specification and the annexed drawings,

o5 the invention is illustrated in the form considered
to be the best, but it is to be understood that the
invention is not limited to such form, because it
may be embodied in other forms; and it is also to
be understood that in and by the claim follow-

40 ing the description, it is desired to cover the in-
vention in whatsoever form it may be embodied.

The invention is clearly illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, wherein

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a heated bed

45 constructed in accordance with my invention,
parts of the bed being shown broken away and
are shown in section.

Figure 2 is a fragmental side view of the hinge
bracket for the shelf of the bed.

Figure 3 is a fragmental front view of the hinge
bracket, and of the weighted bar for the same.

PFigure 4 is a wiring diagram showing the con-
nections of the heating elements to the switches.

Figure 5 is a sectional view of an unheated bed
55 constructed in accordance with my inventioh.

50

(Cl. 5-—284)

PFigure 6 is a perspective view of a selectively
heated bed without drawer or shelf, but with re-
inforced posts and legs.

Figure 7 is a side view, partly in section, of a
selectively heated bed for so called isolation cases,
with heated compartment below the bottom.

Figure 8 is a fragmental plan view of the ar-
rangement of the heating elements and control
in the bed shown in Figure 7, and

Pigure 9 is a wiring diagram of the electric
heat control in the bed shown in Figure 7.

In carrying out my invention I make use of
bed posts 5, the legs of which rest on casters 6
of the usual type to allow the rolling of the bed
on the floor. Between the suitably spaced posts
$ is formed an inclosure by the sides 7, head end
8, foot end 8, and bottom (1, integrally and
smoothly united with corner posts 5, so as to pre-
vent hidden corners and the accumulation of dirt
or dust thereat. The sides of the inclosure are
preferably made of sheet metal.

A perforated support 12, preferably made of
framed heavy wire screen rests upon lugs I3 on
the sides of the inclosure spaced above the bot-
tom {{. On the support (2 is placed a basket I4
made of bent flat bars framed together and lined
with rubber 16’ on the outside for silent handling.
In the basket 14 is usually placed the bedding
for the infant on which the infant is placed. ‘The
basket 14 as well as the support 12 can be readily
removed from the inclosure of the bed.

On the outer face of the foot end 9 of the bed
is swingably supported a shelf 16 on pivots 171 at
its end adjacent the top of the bed. The shelf
16 has downwardly extended flanges 18 around
the edges thereof to inclose the pivots and hinges
when the shelf 16 is collapsed. The shelf 16 is
held in extended position, as shown in Flgure 1,
by hinge brackets {9 at each side thereof. Each
hinge bracket 19 includes links 21, and 22. The
link 24 is made of two spaced parallel flat bars
to accommodate the link 22 therebetween when
the bracket 19 is collapsed into the position shown
in Figure 5. The free or lower end of the link 21
is pivoted on a lug 23 on the foot end 9 of the
bed, and the outer end of the link 22 is similarly
pivoted to the under side of the shelf 16. The
meeting ends of the links 21 and 22 are joined by
the shouldered end of a pivot bar 24. The end
of the link 22 extends between the bars of the
link 21 and is forked unevenly at 26 to fit over
a stop pin 271 extended through the link 21 in
spaced relation below the pivot 24. 'The end of
the pivot bar 24 extends through an axial, elon-
gated slot 21’ in the link 22 to allow the sliding
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of the link 22 for the disengagement and engage-
ment of its forked end 28 with the stop pin 27.
A suitable weight 28 on the pivot bar 24 exerts a
downward force on the pivot of the links 21 and
22 50 as to draw the same into fully extended posi-
tion after the shelf 18 is raised and to prevent
accidental collapsing of the bracket hinges (8
when the infant is placed upon the shelf {8.

The sides 7 of the bed are extended downward-
ly beyond the bottom I, and the lower edges
thereof are bent inwardly to form tracks 29 on
which rides a drawer 31. The drawer 3! can
be pulled out toward the foot end of the bed to
be in parallel, spaced position below the shelf
1§, and hold the clothing or bedding of the infant
conveniently for the handling of the infant.

As shown in Pigure 5 the bed may be used
without electrical heating elements, but in many
instances feeble or premature infants require well
regulated air temperature and proper air cir-
culation. The basket |4 contains bedding or s
small mattress I8 and operates as a deflector.
In the space between the support 12 and the bot-
tom tl are disposed the heating elements. A
cast metal conduit 32 is extended longitudinally
in said space above the bottom I the entire
length of the bed. At spaced points on the con-
duit 32 are formed enlarged outlets 83 on the
opposite sides of which are sockets 34 to receive
usual light bulbs 36 of desirable power and heat
generating qualities. At the foot end 9 of the
bed is a switch box 37 which is connected to and
preferably formed on the end of the conduit 32.
Into the end of the conduit 32 adjacent the head
end 8 of the bed leads a cord 38 of the usual type,
provided with a plug 39 for connection with a
source of electricity such as the electric wiring
system of a bullding. The wires 41 and 42 of
the cord extend through the conduit 32. One
terminal of each socket 34 and therefore one
terminal of each bulb 38 is connected to the wire
41. The other terminals of the four sockets 34
and the four bulbs 36 nearer to the foot of the
bed are connected to a wire 43, which in turn is
connected to a terminal 44 of the usual toggle
switch 48. The other terminal of the switch 46
is connected to the other wire 42 of the cord 38.
The sockets 34 and bulbs 36 nearer to the head
of the bed have the other terminal connected to
a wire 41, which leads to the terminal 48 of an-
other usual toggle switch 49. The other ter-
minal of the toggle switch 49 is also connected to
the live wire 42, In this manner the circulation
and heat at the foot and at the head of the bed
of the infant is under complete selective control.
By turning on the switch 46 the heat is generated
at the foot and at the middle of the space below
the basket (4, while by turning on the switch 48
heat is generated below the head of the infant.
By turning on both switches uniform and maxi-
mum heat is generated throughout the entire
space below the basket {4, The basket deflects
the heated air toward the sides and creates even
air circulation. The switches 46 and 49 are con-
veniently accessible on a switch plate or cover
81 on the outer face of the foot end 9 of the bed.
The heating of the bottom I1{ also transfers some
of the heat to the compartment of the drawer 31.

The bed shown in Figure 6 is a selectively
heated bed constructed similarly to the bed here-
tofore described, with the exception that it has
no shelf, nor a bottom drawer, but the leg por-
tions of the posts 8’ of the bed are stiffened by

'where the infant is kept.
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diagonal brace bars 82 securely united with the
posts ¥’ and with each other in spaced relation
below the bottom I1. :

A modified form of my invention is shown in
Figure 7. The upper structure of this bed 1is
similar to the heated beds heretofore described,
but to adapt Lthe bed for so called isolation cases
the lower structure and the bottom of the bed
is modified. Below the bottom I¢’ of the bed a
space is provided by another bottom 53 near the
floor. It is to be noted that in the beds herein
described the bottoms of the bed inclosures are
spaced to a substantial distance above the floor.
The space between the bottoms (1’ and §3 is
divided in two halves by a vertical partition 84.
The space nearest to the head of the bed has a
narrow, horizontal shelf 58 and is preferably
open, to contain medicine and medical equip-
ment for the treatment peculiar to the case. The
space adjacent the foot end of the bed has a
hinged door 571 to form a closed compartment
58 for the bedding, clothing, and the like of the
infant. The accessories for the handling of the
infant, that are kept in the compartment B8
should be kept practically at the same tempera-
ture as the air in the upper enclosure of the bed
For this purpose a
comparatively large opening 89 is provided in
the bottom 11’ at the compartment 58 so as to
allow air circulation between the upper bed in-
closure and the compartment 58. The aperture
59 is covered by a perforated plate or screen 61.

In order to provide additional heat and selec-
tive control therefor with regard to the compart-
ment 58 a branch conduit 62 is extended down-
wardly from the conduit 32 between the switch
and the outlets nearest to the foot end of the bed.
The branch conduit 62 extends through the
screen 61 into the compartment 58 and terminates
in a horizontal socket 63 in which is held a suit-
able electric bulb 64 protected by a wire shield
66. Selective control for this additional heating
unit is afforded by wires 67 and 68 extended
through the branch conduit 62. Wire 81 con-
nects one terminal of the bulb 64 to the line 4,
while wire 68 connects the other terminal of the
bulb 64 to the terminal 69 of a third toggleswitch
71, which latter is arranged in the switch box 31’
along the other toggles 46 and 49 and its live
terminal is connected to the line #2. In this
manner the circulation and heat through the
entire bed inclosure and also in the compartment
58 can be selectively controlled through the mul-
tiple toggle switch.

Having thus described this invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

In a bed for infants comprising a bottom, two
sides, and two ends, the combination with a
basket spaced above the bottom of the bed, of
a compartment below said bottom of the bed,
sald bottom of the bed having an aperture
through it to communicate the space above the
bottom of the bed with said compartment, a plu-
rality of heating elements longitudinally spaced
in the space above the said bottom, a heating
element in said compartment, and means to
selectively connect either several or all of said
heating elements to a source of electricity, so
as to permit circulation of heated air from said
compartment to and around said basket so that
the temperature in the said compartment cor-
responds to the temperature around the basket,
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