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s 2 Claims.
This invention relates to improvements in fold-
ing table legs, and an object thereof is to pro-

vide a simple appliance for securing a folding
leg in a table top frame and for holding the leg

when either in its extended or folded position.

Another object is to so construct a securing de-
vice for holding a pivotal table leg in extended

. and folded positions that is substantially con-
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cealed within the table top frame. Other ob-
jects and advantages of the invention will ap-
pear in the following description.

An. illustrative embodiment of the invention
is- shown in the accompanying drawing, in
which:—

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary top plan view of a table
top frame in which a folding leg, the mounting
fixtures therefor and a lock for same are included,
the leg being in extended position; :

Fig. 2 is an elevation projected from Fig. 1; and

Fig. 3 is a similar elevation projected from
Fig. 1 with the leg shown in folded position.

The illustrative embodiment of the invention
consists of a table top frame 1, preferably of
rectangular form of usual construction. - The
illustrations. here presented being fragmentary
include only one corner of a table of the type
to which the invention most suitably applies. .

In each corner of the table top frame is se-
cured a U-shaped bracket 2 by means of screws
3, and in said bracket is mounted a leg 4 pro-
vided with an angular plate 5 that is secured
thereto by means of screws 6. The leg is piv-
otally secured in the bracket 2 by means of a
lag-serew 7 that extends through the sides of
the bracket, the leg and its plate 5, and with the
threaded end of said lag-screw projecting into
the adjacent wall of the frame I. The lag-screw
constitutes a pintle on which the leg 4 turns,
the pintle being located with respect to the leg
at a point closely adjacent the top thereof and
spaced substantially an equal distance from an
adjacent inner face of the leg.

The plate has a slanting backturned flange 8
that overlaps the adjacent inner face of the
leg 4, and a spring-plate 9 is secured at one of
its ends by means of screws {8 fto the inner face
of the wall of the frame I, and its other end has
bearing relation with the flange 8 when the
leg is in extended position whereby the leg is
locked in such position. When the spring 9 is
manually pressed against the inner wall of the
frame ! into the plane of the corresponding side
of the bracket 2, the leg and its plate are freed
from locking engagement therewith permitting
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the leg to turn upon its pintle into folded posi-
tion.

The plate 5 has at a point adjacent its back-
turned flange 8 a slight embossment 11 adapted
to project over the upper edge of the spring-
plate 9 when the leg 4 reaches its normal folded
position and thereby the leg is yieldingly held
in such position aided by the pressure of the
spring-plate against the leg-plate 5.

The frame | has secured thereon a top 12,
which, together with the frame substantially
conceals the connections of the legs with the
table-top and the locking springs.

Operation

To unfold the table, the legs are manually
moved respectively upon their pintles with suf-
ficient force to overcome the restraint caused by
frictional contact of the embossments 11 and the
spring-plates 9, and the legs when moved to their
normal extended positions, permit the free ends
of the spring-plates to engage the corresponding
slanting backturned flanges 8 on the plates 5,
and thus the legs are held locked rigidly in their
extended positions. Subsequently, when it is de-
sired to fold the table, the individual spring-
plates 8 are manually pressed against the ad-
jacent inner faces of the frame ! out of the
planes of the plates 5 on the corresponding legs,
thus permitting the legs to be manually moved
to their normal folded positions. In this man-
ner when the legs are extended and the table
is in use, the legs are firmly locked and rigidly
held in extended position, and when folded into
the frame the legs are vieldingly sustained in
iolded position and concealed within the table
op.

Several features are characteristic of the inven-
tion. For instance: The pintle 7 is located at a
point closely adjacent to the upper end of the leg
4 and the slanting backturned flange 8. Thus,
when the leg is moved to its extended position,
one outer face 5’ of the plate 5 is forced against
the inner face 2’ of the bracket 2 by pressure of
the free end of the spring-plate 8 against the
flange 8. By this action rigidity of the leg, when
in its extended position, is established.

In some instances it is preferable to form the
free end of the spring-plate 9 with an angular
extension 9’ that bears flatly against the outer
face of the flange 8 which increases the contact-
ing surfaces between the spring-plate and the
flange which has 3 tendency to overcome the fric-
tional wear between the contacting surfaces. In
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~such instances, when the free end of the spring-
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‘plate is thus provided with an angular extension,

there is also made in the top frame 1, adjacent
the free end of the spring plate, a gain 1’ for
reception of the extension when the spring-plate
is moved into unlocking position.-

Iclaim:— )

1. In a table structure having folding legs, 2
frame having a top thereon, a bracket secured in
each corner. of ‘the frame, a folding leg provided
with a plate secured thereto having a backturned
slanting flange overlapping the adjacent inner
face of said leg, a pintle extending through said

bracket, plate and leg secured in said. frame,.

located at a point closely adjacent the top of the

leg and spaced substantially an- equal distance

from said flange, and a spring-plate secured at
one of its ends to the wall of the’ frame, its oppo~
site end having an. angular .extension-that has
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bearing reiation with sé.id flange when the corre- '

sponding leg is moved to extended position, there -

being a gain made in the frame for the reception
of said extension when sald spring- plate is moved
to unlocking position.

2. In 5 table structure having folding legs,

frame having a top thereon, a bracket sectired in

-each corner of the frame, a folding leg provided

with a plate secured thereto having a backturned
slanting flange overlapping the adjacent. inner
face of said leg, a pintle extending through said

bracket, plate and:leg’ secured 'in said: frame,

located at a point closely adjacent the top of the
leg and spaced substantially an equal distance

“from said flange, and a spring-plate secured at

one of its ends to the wall-of the frame, its oppo- -

site end having bearing relation with said flange
to thereby lock said leg in extended position.
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