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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, PIUS L. SHEPLER, of standard in the position substantially as shown 

Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State of in Fig. 2, with the free end of said spring pro 
Ohio, have invented new and useful Improve-jecting upward within the channel a, and is 
ments in Folding Seats; and I hereby declare 
that the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description thereof, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, which form a part of 
this specification. 
My invention relates to folding seats espe 

cially adapted to school-desks, as set forth in 
my application for a patent filed July 27, 
1882; and the novelty consists, essentially, in 
the construction and adaptation of a hinge 
which connects the seat to the standards, as 
will be more fully hereinafter set forth, and 
specifically pointed out in the claim. 
The invention is fully illustrated in the ac 

companying drawings, which form a part of 
this specification, and in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a school desk 
and seat with the leaf and seat in operation; 
and Fig. 2, detail perspective views of the 
hinge-connection between the seat and stand 
arls. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents the 
standards, F the seat-arms, G the leaf-arms, 
and E the back. The side of each standard 
A, where the seat-arm is designed to be at 
tached, is cast with a partially circular chan 
nel, a, leaving a correspondingly-formed boss, 
b, though the center of which is a bolt-hole, e. 
The arms or seat-supports F are provided up 
on their inner faces with semicircular projec 
tions d, of such form that when the parts are 
together the projections d operate within the 
recesses or channels a in the standards A, and 
bolts e, passing through the arms F and holes 
c in the standards, secure the parts together, 
so that the seat may be partially rotatell upon 
its bearing or pivot and folded against the 
back E. The arms F terminate in projections 
rearward, as seen at f, which, when the seat is 
in operation, impinge against the lower sur 
face of the lugs g, cast upon the standards, 
which serve to arrest the further motion of the 
Seat, - 

In order to render the dropping of the seat 
into operative position as noiseless as possible, 

adapted to be impinged upon by the projec 
tion d, and to allow the parts fig to collide 
without any considerable noise. By the con 
struction shown a spring is used which there 
is little or no danger of breaking, and one 
which is not likely to become useless from wear, 
as is the case with most rubber springs, some 
of which become destroyed by the effects of 
the atmosphere, and all of them become soft 
ened and useless from the effects of the oil 
used in lubricating the joints. Moreover, the 
arrangement of my spring is such that it ma 
terially assists in raising the seat, it being of 
such strength as to nearly or about counter 
balance the seats weight. 

I am aware that rubber cushions have be 
fore been used in the recesses of joints to dead 
en the sound caused by the lugs working in 
said recesses, and I am also aware that a flat 
slightly-curved metallic spring has been in 
closed in a curved recess in a seat joint, which 
spring is acted upon by a lug working in said 
recess; but from the position and construction 
of said spring it does not have the counter 
balancing effect of mine, and is likely to be 
broken by sudden or rapid movement of the 
Seat. 
The construction of the leaf-joint is not 

claimed here, as it is made the subject-matter 
of a separate application. 
What I claim as new is 
In a folding seat, and in combination with 

the standards having a partially circular re 
cess, a, and a seat-support, E, having a pro 
jection, d, fitted in said recess, the coiled spring 
H, secured at one end to the standard outside 
of the recess, and its free end projecting inside 
of and arranged to travel lengthwise of said 
recess, whereby it acts as a cushion to deaden 
the concussion, and also counterbalances the 
seat, substantially as described. 

PIUS L. SEEPLER, 
Witnesses: 

PAUL RAYMOND, 
CHARLES DODGE. 

I employ a spring, H, which is secured to the 5o 
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