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The invention relates to improvements in con 
tainers. The object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a container such as a can or analogous re 
ceptacle designed for packing various food and 
beverage liquids such as ale, beer, ginger ale and 
other non-alcoholic beverages, milk, fruit juices 
and the like and provided with a cap adapted to 
be applied to the body of the container in the 
usual manner and by the ordinary methods and 
without neecssitating any alteration in the same 
or the structure of the container body and having 
a tab closing a pouring opening and adapted to 
be depressed from a position substantially in the 
plane of the cap by the thumb or finger of either 
hand to provide a pouring opening adjacent the 
periphery of the cap for decanting the contents of 
the container. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a depressible tab or section of the closure cap 
adapted to be effectively sealed with frangible 
sealing material to provide a liquid and air tight 
connection between the free or severed edges of 
the tab and the adjacent edges of the closure cap 
whereby the closure cap at the pouring opening 
will be hermetically sealed against the entrance 
of air or the leakage of the liquid contents of the 
container whereby the contents of the container 
will be preserved indefinitely against deteriora 
tion. 
A further object of the invention is to elimi 

nate the use of a can Opener or other tool for 
opening a can or analogous receptacle and to pro 
vide a container adapted to be readily opened by 
pressure of the finger or thumb of either hand 
without liability of injuring the finger or thumb 
employed for opening the container. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide 
a container cap having a substantially radially 
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arranged outwardly tapered depressible tab con 
forming substantially to and being of slightly 
greater size than the ordinary finger or thumb 
and integrally connected at its inner end with the 
body portion of the cap whereby when the tab 
is subjected to the pressure of the finger or thumb 
the tendency of the finger or thumb will be to 
move inwardly over the Smooth inner end of the 
tab and away from the sharp edges of the cap at 
the pouring opening, the shape of the tab at the 
same time providing an anti-Splash pouring open 
lag. 
With these and other objects in view, the in 

vention consists in the construction and novel 
combination and arrangement of parts herein 
after fully described, illustrated in the accom 

(C. 220-27) 
panying drawing and pointed out in the claims 
hereto appended, it being understood that various 
changes in the form, proportion and minor de 
tails of construction, within the scope of the 
claims, may be resorted to without departing 
from the Spirit or sacrificing any of the advan 
tages of the invention. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the upper portion 

of a can provided with a closure cap constructed 
in accordance with this invention, the depressible 
tab being in its closed and sealed position. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view, the tab being depressed 
to provide a pouring opening. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of the upper 
portion of the can, the parts being arranged as 
shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a similar view, the parts being ar 
ranged as shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a reverse plan view of the closure cap 
showing the tab closed and sealed. 

In the accompanying drawing in which is ill 
lustrated the preferred form of the invention 
designates a can of the ordinary construction de 
signed for containing beer, ale, non-alcoholic 
beverages, milk, fruit juices and the like and pro 
vided with a cap 2 which is crimped on the upper 
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edges of the body portion of the can in the usual 
manaer and by the ordinary means. The closure 
cap 2 is provided adjacent its periphery with a 
Substantially U-shaped cut or slit 3 having sides 
and a connecting outer portion and defining a de 
pressible tab 4 consisting of a partially severed 
'Section of the closure cap 2 and integrally con 
nected at its inner end at 4a with the body por 
tion of the cap to provide a smooth hinge connec 
tion to enable the tab to be depressed by a finger 
or thumb of a person without liability of the 
finger or thumb coming in contact with the sharp 
edges of the colsure cap at the pouring opening 
5 formed in the closure cap by depressing the tab 
within the can. While the tab may of course 
be varied in design, the tapering connection of the 
same enables the tab to conform substantially to 
the finger or thumb of a person and at the same 
time when depressed provide an outwardly ta 
pered anti-splash pouring opening so that the liq 
uid contents of the can may be accurately de 
canted without liability of spilling or splashing 
the contents. 
As clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 4 of the draw 

ing, the tab when in its closed position is arranged 
substantially in the plane of the body portion of 
the cap but is slightly depressed preferably less 
than the thickness of the metal of the cap so 
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as to substantially eliminate friction of the 
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edges of the tab against the edges of the cap 
in the operation of opening the can. 
The cap is hermetically sealed at the cut or in 

cision 3 by sealing material 6 which may consist 
of a gutta percha or rubber composition or soft 
metalic solder or the like which provides a fran 
gible and effective seal for the slit or cut 3 of 
the closure cap. The sealing material which 
is preferably applied to the inner or lower face 
of the closure cap covers the slit or cut and fills 
the same and hermetically seals the cap at the 
slit or cut so that the liquid contents of the con 
tainer will be preserved indefinitely against deter 
ioration. When the contents of the can is to 
be sterilized by heating, a sealing material having 
a melting point higher than pasteurization heat 
will be employed but when sterilization is effected 
by the violet ray a sealing material having a 
lower melting point may of course be employed. 
As the depressible tab is located within and 

in spaced relation to the periphery of the clo 
sure cap it does not interfere with the use of the 
ordinary can capping mechanism and the posi 
tion of the depressible tab when closed is such 
that it will not be accidentally forced inwardly 
by other cans when cans or similar receptacles 
are stacked for shipping, storing or display. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A cap for hermetically sealed containers con 

structed of sheet metal and provided within its 
periphery with a cut extending entirely through 
the sheet metal and defining a depressible tab, 
said tab being arranged substantially in the plane 
of the closure of the cap and having its upper 
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surface arranged slightly below the upper surface 
of the closure cap, the edge of the tab being de 
pressed out of frictional engagement with the 
edge of the cap cut to eliminate friction in de 
pressing the tab to open the container and to 
shield the tab so that it will not be accidentally 
forced inwardly when containers are stacked one 
upon another, and a frangible sealing material 
filling said cut and hermetically sealing the tab 
at the edges to the cap. 

2. A cap for hermetically sealed containers 
constructed of sheet metal and provided within 
its periphery with a cut extending entirely 
through the sheet metal and defining a depressi 
ble tab, said tab being arranged substantially in 
the plane of the closure cap and slightly deflected 
and having its upper surface arranged slightly 
below the upper surface of the closure cap, the 
edge of the tab being depressed out of frictional 
engagement with the edge of the cap cut to 
eliminate friction in depressing the tab to open 
the container and to shield the tab so that it 
will not be accidentally forced inwardly when 
containers are stacked one upon another, said 
tab being tapered outwardly and terminating ad 
jacent the periphery of the cap and connected 
at its inner end integrally to the cap and depres 
sible by pressure of a finger or thumb to open 
the container and when open providing an unob 
structed anti-splash outlet to enable the contents 
of the container to be accurately decanted with 
Out Spilling or Splashing, and a frangible sealing 
material filling said cut and hermetically sealing 
the tab at the edges to the cap. 

LOUIS FRED. 
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