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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM E. OFFICER, 

of Mendon, in the county of St. Joseph and 
State of Michigan, have invented certain new 

5 and useful Improvements in Shoes; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it pertains to make and use it, reference being 

Io had to the accompanying clrawing, which forms 
part of this specification. 
My invention relates to an improvement in upon the foot. 

shoes; and it consists in combining, with all 

(Model.) 

across and over the rubber, and thus prevent 45 
all strain and wear from coming upon it. 

I am aware that straps have been used in 
connection with a shoe having elastics in its 
sides; but in this case the straps have been 
secured to the shoe just over the hollow of the 
under side of the foot and forward of the rub 
ber, where they do not protect the rubber in 
the slightest degree, and do not support the 
shoe at the heel, the very place where the sup 
port is needed to hold the shoe comfortably 55 

I am also aware that elastics have been 
that class of shoes which have elastics in their placed inside of the common form of shoes or 15 sides, narrow heel lifters or straps, coming on 
a direct line from the point of heel over the 
top of the instep, one strap being longer than 
the other, so as to allow it to pass around and 
above the instep to a shorter strap on the other 

2O side, which has a buckle attached to it, and 
these two straps are buckled or otherwise fast 
ened together, so as to hold the shoe more se 
curely and comfortably on the foot and pre 
vent the stretching of the rubber, as will be 

25 more fully described hereinafter. 
The accompanying drawing is a side eleva 

tion of a shoe embodying my invention. 
A represents a gaiter or other shoe having 

the elastic B in each side. Either secured 
3o separately to the shoe, or forming a part of the 

piece C, which passes around the upper part 
of the heel of the shoe, are the two straps or 
heel-lifters, D, one of which is longer than the 
other. The free ends of these two straps are 

35 buckled or otherwise fastened together a suita 
ble distance above the instep of the foot, as 
shown, and serve not only to support the shoe 
at the heel, but to prevent all stretching of the 
rubber. The lower ends of these straps are 

4o sewed to or form a part of the quarters of the 
shoe above the inner end of the heel, so that 
they will exert their upward pressure at the 
most effective part in holding the shoe upon 
the foot, and so that they will pass directly 

bootees, as shown in Patent No. 145,117, so 
as to fill the corner between the foxing- 6o 
piece and front of the shoe, and which elas 
tic has no play or use whatever after the 
shoe is laced and tied in the usual manner. 
Elastics have also been placed in congress 
gaiters, which elastics have been covered by 
flaps which buckle over them, so as to hide 
them entirely from view. In no case, how 
ever, have the elastics been combined with 
straps which in no wise interfere with the elas 
tics, and which straps are fastened just over 
the front edges of the heels, so as to act as heel-lifters. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
A gaiter or shoe having elastics in its sides 

and provided with straps D, which are se 
cured to the vertical side edges of the quar 
ters above the front end of the heel and pass 
diagonally over the sides of the elastics, sub 
stantially as shown. . . 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand this 30th day of 
March, 1880. 

WILLIAM EDWARD OFFICER, 
Witnesses: 

CHAs. J. SLOWER, 
J. M. LAIRD. 
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