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1. 

This invention pertains to a Sealer and is an 
improvement upon the sealer illustrated and de 
scribed in my copending application Serial No. 
590,486, filed April 26, 1945, and issued October 
26, 1948 as Patent No. 2,452,126, in that the pres 
ent improved arrangement broadens the field of 
use of the Sealer. 
Today it has become quite a Wide and universal 

practice to dispense and sell many different con 
modities in Wax or cellophane Wirappers of gack 
ages. The use of such Wrappers of packages is 
extremely wide in respect to food products but 
is not limited to this particular class of con 
rhodities. 
The refered to copending application discloses 

and illustrates a sealer which was primarily de 
signed to reSeal the Wrappers for bread. The 
present device is constructed and arranged to be 
used for the Sane purpose but also for sealing or 
resealing a much broader variety and type of 
Wrapper or bag. 

It has been found that large losses have been 
due to the Wrappers or bags becoming unsealed or 
in not having been adequately Sealed when com 
nodities Were first placed in thena. Many of these 
Connodities are delivered to the retailer and 
When the Wrapper or bag econnes unsealed to 
provision has been made to enable the delivery 
man to reSeal the broken or open container. The 
preSent invention provides an arrangement, which 
can be installed on the delivery Wagon or truck 
So as to enable the resealing of the containers. 
The device however is not limited to this use as 
it can be used in the original Sealing or closing 
of the containers. It is admirably suited for use 
in a store or factory for the heat sealing of Wrap 
pers or containers. 
Speed and Simplicity of operation of the device 

are essential features in respect to the use of the 
device by deliverymen as otherwise they would 
not take either the time or trouble to reseal the 
broken Wrappers. These attributes are present, 
in the device comprising this invention. 

Simplicity and cheapness of manufacture are 
also eSSential in that in respect to delivery men 
a Sealer must be provided for each delivery truck 
and oftentimes there are many such trucks mak 
ing up the fleet of delivery conveyances of the 
producer of the different particular commodities. 
Other essential and improved features and 

benefits of the invention will appear from a read 
ing of the following description in the light of 
the accompanying drawings wherein one form 
in which the inventive concept may be embodied 
is illustrated. 

5 

5 

55 

2 
In the drawings: 
Fig. is a perspective view of the sealer, the 

presser thereof being shown in inoperative posi 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is a view of the Sealer in end elevation, 
the preSSer being shown in operative position. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary vertical Sectional view 
ori the line 3-3 looking in the direction indicated 
by arrowS. 
To a full understanding of the invention it 

must be understood that the present invention 
Constitutes an apparatus for sealing or resealing 
WrapperS, bags or other containers the openings of 
Which are sealed closed by the application of 

is heat. Containers which are closed in this man 
ner are ordinarily but not necessarily composed 
of Wax or cellophane, such for instance as the 
Waxed Wrappers for bread or the box or cello 
phane Wrappers commonly used for peanuts and 
candy. 

Referring to the drawings and describing the 
invention by the use of like reference characters 
and numerals to designate similar parts, A desig 
nates a rectangular or other suitably shaped and 
preferably Solid block of haird Wood or similar 
material which is given a stain, varnish or other 
Suitable and desirable finish. When the sealer 
is to be installed in a delivery vehicle one end 3 
of the block is provided with a bracket by which 
the block can be quickly yet rigidly connected in 
any convenient location within the delivery 
vehicle as for instance by attachment to a part 2 
of the vehicle. 

Adjacent one of its ends the upper face of the 
block is hollowed out to receive a metallic box B. 
The Opening in the block is made of the proper 
Size to Snugly receive the box and of the proper 
depth. So as to position the top 8 of the box fiush 
With the top 5 of the block. For convenience in 
Teplacing tie box should the heating element 
thereof for any reason fail, the box is provided 
With ears through which pass screws 6 or the like 
into the upper face 5 of the block. 
AS Space Within the delivery vehicle is at a 

premium and for the further reason that the 
Sealer should not be in the way of the deliveryman 
the Size of the Sealer is kept down as much as 
pCSSible. Accordingly it has been found that a 
block approximately 8 inches in length, 4 inches 
iii. Width and 2 inches in depth is adequate. Size 
however is not of the essence of the invention and 
the block and the heated sealing portion thereof 
Would be made adequate in size to accommo 
date the particular containers to be sealed. Ordi 
narily the top 8 of the metallic box, which is the 
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heating plate as will appear later, will be suffici 
ently large if it is approximately three inches 
Square. 
Although the element B is referred to as a box 

it is not completely closed as can be seen by refer 
ence to Fig. 3 of the drawings. At two of itS Op 
posite sides the box is open and the bottom of the 
box is open with the exception of the narrow 
inturned lower edges forming transversely ex 
tending oppositely positioned shelf-like mem 
bers . A sheet of asbestos or other suitable 
insulating material 6 rests upon the shelf-like 
members and is of the proper size to completely 
close the lower end of the box. 
Intermediate the box top 8 and the asbestos 

sheet there is a mica, sheet, 2 around which is 
Wrapped bare Wires which are designated at the 
top of the sheet as E4 and at the under side as 5. 
The current supply for the heater made up of the 
inica, sheet and the bare wires is, when the sealer 
is in a delivery vehicle, preferably although not 
necessarily the conventional battery found in the 
motor vehicle. Coinnection. With the battery is 
made through the conductors 8 and 9. When 
the Saaler is used in a store or factory any suitable 
Source of electric supply can be used. 

Between the box top 3 and the bare wires 4 
a second mica, plate 3 is provided and Will pre 
veint any possibility of a short circuit occurring 
between these Wires and the box top. Mica is a 
poor electrical conductor but at the same time a 
good heat coniuctor and consequently the disc or 
plate 3 will not offer any obstruction to the pas 
sage of heat to the top A of the box which con 
stitutes the heat sealing plate of the device. 
A more detailed description of the exact con 

struction of the heating element can be had by 
reference to the aforeinentioned copending appli 
cation Serial No. 590,486. 
The box B and particularly its top 8 should be 

composed of very thin metal so that it will heat 
quickly and thus hold to a minimum the drain 
on the Source of electric current Supply and Will 
at the same time heat quickly When the electric 
-circuit is closed. It is not intended nor is it neces 
sary that the box top 8 become red hot. 
In the use of the device it is desirable and 

advantageous to leave the hands of the operator 
free to perform the sealing Operation. Accord 
ingly it is desirable to provide a foot or knee 
operated switch in the electrical supply line 8, 
9. Such a Switch is not illustrated as it does 

not form an essential part of the present inven 
tion. The manner of inserting or providing such 
a switch can be ascertained by reference to my 
before-referred to copending application. 
The structure thus far described is identical 

to that illustrated and described in my referred 
to copending application and is admirably Suited 
for use in sealing or resealing bread Wrappers or 
for such other uses as it may be found the device 
is suitable to fulfill. 
The improvement of the present device resides 

in the provision of a presser C which is movably 
iiaounted so that it may be quickly and Con 
veniently brought into use or can be positioned to 
be out of the way when it is desired to Seal or 
reseal bread wrappers or other containers where 
the use of the presser is neither necessary nor 
required. 
The presser comprises an element preferably 

but not necessarily made of wood which has a flat 
bottom which is of the same configuration as the 
heating and sealing plate 8 and preferably, al 
though not necessarily, of slightly smaller over 
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4 
all dimension. The bottom of the presser is 
covered With an asbestos sheet 26 or the like which 
is removably secured thereto by screws 27 or 
similar means. At its top the presser is shaped 
to provide a hand or finger hold 28. 
At one of its sides 4 the presser block is pro 

vided with a bracket the end legs of which are 
suitably secured to the block as at 2 While the 
connecting leg is in the form of an elongated rod 
20 which is disposed in separated parallel rela 
tionship to the face of the block wall 4. The 
presser is connected to the elongated rod 20 by 
a pair of arms each of which comprises a portion 
22 having one end connected to the presser at one 
side thereof and adjacent its bottom while the 
other ends of the arms are bent to form angularly 
extending portions 23 which terminate in eyes 24 
which loosely surround the rod 20. 
The construction described permits the presser 

to be swung about the rod 20 as a pivotal point 
So that the presser may assume the position ill 
lustrated in Fig. 1 or the position illustrated in 
Fig. 2 of the drawings. The length of the arms 
which constitute the bracket-like structure which 
interconnects the presser to the rod 20 and the 
angularity of the portions 23 thereof is such that 
the presser can be made to assume the position 
illustrated in Fig. 2 wherein the bottom of the 
preSSer rests flatly upon the sealing plate 8. Ad 
ditionally it will be obvious that with the presser 
in the position illustrated in Fig. 2 the presser can 
be slid longitudinally of the block A so that it will 
rest upon the end portion thereof at one side 
and beyond the sealing plate. 
The manner of operation is as followS. To Seal 

or reseal the end 29 of a bag or container D the 
bag is placed on the sealing plate A as illustrated 
in Fig. 2 and the presser C is swung over and 
down upon the unsealed end of the bag. The 
current is Suitably turned on causing the heating 
of the Sealing plate and within a few seconds has 
become hot enough to seal the open end of the 
bag. The presser can be made sufficiently heavy 
to cause the proper adherence of the bag ends or 
if need be pressure can be exerted manually on 
the block through the handle or finger portion 28 
thereof. The asbestos covering, or covering of 
like nature, upon the bottom of the presser will 
Well withstand Without charring or disintegrating 
the heat to which it is subjected and of course 
protects the bottom of the presser which is par 
ticularly necessary when this device is made of 
Wood. When the bag or container has remained 
upon the sealing plate sufficiently long so that its 
open end or side is sealed the operator grasps the 
extending end of the bag with one hand and the 
presser with the other and slides the two along 
together until they are over the unheated end 
portion of the block A. The parts are left 
in this position until the bag is sufficiently cooled. 
It has been found that the parts slide freely and 
the heated slightly roughened surface of the as 
bestOS tends to and assists in holding the bag in 
position as the bag and presser are moved off of 
the sealing plate. - 
From the foregoing it will be seen that a simple 

and therefore cheap to build sealer is provided 
which is efficient in operation and capable of 
sealing or resealing, a wide variety of wrappers, 
bags or containers. 

Specific departure from the illustrated and de 
scribed structure can be made Without departing 
from the inventive concept and the invention is 
accordingly to be limited only by the scope of the 
hereinfollowing and appended claims. 
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I claim: 
1. In a device for Sealing bags, Wrappers Or the 

like by the application of heat and pressure to 
their open portions, a block having on its upper 
face a heated plate portion and an unheated por 
tion adjacent thereto, a presser, a rod secured to 
a side wall of the block and extending along the 
heated and unheated portions of the block, arms 
pivotally securing the presser to the rod whereby 
Said presser can be swung from a position at One 
side of and beyond said block into a position to 
engage the upper face thereof, Said arms engag 
ing the side wall of the block and limiting the 
movement of the presser in its rotary travel away 
from the upper face of the block and said block 
pivotal securing arms having sliding engagement 
with the rod whereby the presser can be moved 
longitudinally of the block while the presser is 
in either of the defined positions. 

2. In a device for Sealing bags, wrappers or 
the like by the application of heat and pressure 
to their open portions, a block having on its up 
per face a heated plate portion and an unheated 
portion adjacent thereto, a presser, a rod secured 
to a side wall of the block and extending along 
the heated and unheated portions of the block, 
a pair of arms Secured to the presser and pro 
vided with eyes in their free ends, and said eyes 
loosely Surrounding the rod, whereby the presser 
can be SWung about the longitudinal axis of the 
rod or moved longitudinally of the rod, for the 
purpose described. 

3. In a device for sealing bags, wrappers or the 
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like by the application of heat and pressure to 
their open portions, a block having on its upper 
face a heated plate portion and an unheated por 
tion adjacent thereto, a presser, a rod Secured to 
a Side wall of the block and extending along the 
heated and unheated portions of the block, a pair 
of arms Secured to One side of the presser, said 
arms adjacent their free ends being bent at Sub 
Stantially right angles and terminating in eyes, 
Said eyes loosely surrounding the rod to provide 
a pivotal connection thereWith and to also per 
mit the arms to be moved longitudinally of the 
rod, the pivotal connection of the presser with 
the block permitting the presser to be swung from 
a position at One side of the block toward and 
into engagement with the upper face of the block, 
and the end portions of the arms which are at 
right angles to the remaining portions of the 
arms engaging the side Wall of the block and lim 
iting the movement of the presser in its rotary 
travel away from the block. 

FRANK N. IRWIN, JR. 
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