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(57) Abstract: A soft cup package (1) for tobacco products comprises a cup-shaped outer container (2) having an open face (26),
and an inner enclosure (4) located in the outer container (2) and configured to surround the tobacco products. A moveable cover
(6) is connected to a first side (22) of the outer container. The package further comprises an adhesive arranged to releasably secure

o the cover(6) to a second side (20) of the outer container with the cover (6) extending over the open face. The cover (6) extends

W

across the majority of the width of the open face(26).
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A Package for Tobacco Products

Description

The present invention relates to a package for tobacco products, and in particular, for smoking articles
such as cigarettes, cigars, cigarillos and loose tobacco. For convenience, these will be referred to as
"cigarettes" in this specification. In particular, the package of the present invention is a soft cup

package which is re- sealable.

Any discussion of the prior art throughout the specification should in no way be considered as an

admission that such prior art is widely known or forms part of common general knowledge in the field.

Soft cup packages are well known in the art, for example, from US 4,776,461. A soft cup package
comprises a soft cup, typically made of paper, which is open at the top. A charge of cigarettes is
surrounded by a wrapping, typically of metal foil, and is located in the soft cup. In US 4,776,461, the
soft cup pack may have a conventional closing strip or revenue stamp extending over the open top of
the soft cup. The closing strip or revenue stamp may or may not be re-attachable once opened. The
closing strip or revenue stamp may prevent cigarettes from falling from the package, but does not
provide for the re-sealing of the package. Re-sealing of the package is particularly useful in hot
countries where humidity can affect the quality of the cigarettes. Thus, once the package of US

4,776,461 is opened, the cigarettes may deteriorate.

WO 02/066341 describes an enclosure surrounding cigarettes, which can be re- sealed. The enclosure
is not a soft cup package having an outer cup located around an inner enclosure. The re-sealable cover

is located on the inner enclosure.

The present invention provides, in a first aspect, a soft cup package for tobacco products, comprising:
a cup-shaped outer container having an open face; an inner enclosure located in the outer container
and configured to surround the tobacco products; a moveable cover connected to a first side of the
outer container; the package further comprising an adhesive arranged to releasably secure the cover to
a second side of the outer container with the cover extending over the open face, wherein the re-

sealable cover is configured to extend across substantially the whole width of the open face.
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Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, throughout the description and the claims, the words
“comprise”, “‘comprising”, and the like are to be construed in an inclusive sense as opposed to an
exclusive or exhaustive sense; that is to say, in the sense of “including, but not limited to”.

Thus, the soft cup package is re-sealable to protect the tobacco products after the initial opening of the

packet.

The present invention provides, in a second aspect, a method of applying a moveable cover to a soft
cup package containing tobacco products, wherein the soft cup package comprises a cup-shaped outer
container, and an inner enclosure located in the outer container and surrounding the tobacco products,
the method comprising: affixing the moveable cover to a first side of the outer container, and
providing an adhesive arranged to releasably secure the cover to a second side of the outer container
with the cover extending over the open face, wherein the re-sealable cover is configured to extend

across substantially the whole width of the open face.

The present invention provides, in a third aspect, a method of manufacturing a soft cup package
containing tobacco products, comprising: forming an inner enclosure surrounding tobacco products;
forming a cup-shaped outer container around the inner enclosure; the cup-shaped container having an
open face; providing a moveable cover connected to a first side of the outer container; applying an
adhesive arranged to releasably secure the cover to a second side of the outer container with the cover
extending over the open face, wherein the re-sealable cover is configured to extend across

substantially the whole width of the open face.

Thus, a soft cup package is manufactured which is re-sealable to protect the tobacco products after the

initial opening of the packet.

The present invention will now be described, by way of example only, with reference to the following
drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective view of the package according to a first embodiment of the present

invention, in a sealed state;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the package according to the first embodiment of the present

invention, in an open state;



10

15

20

25

30

WO 2011/023983 PCT/GB2010/051357

Figure 3 is a plan view of a part of the first embodiment of the present invention;
Figure 4 is a perspective view of a further part of the first embodiment of the
present invention;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the package according to a second embodiment of
the present invention in a sealed state;

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a part of the package according to a third
embodiment of the present invention in a partially unfolded state;

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the part of the package of Figure 6 in a folded
state;

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the package according to the third embodiment of
the present invention in a closed state; and

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the package according to the third embodiment of

the present invention in an open state.

Figure 1 shows a soft cup package 1 for tobacco products, preferably cigarettes. The
soft cup package 1 has a soft cup 2 forming an outer layer. The soft cup 2 is made
of paper, and is open at the top. The soft cup has two major faces (front face 20,
rear face 22), two side faces 24 and an end face (bottom face 28). An aperture or

open face 26 is formed at the top of the soft cup 2, in place of a top end face.

A smoking article charge is located in the soft cup 2. The smoking article charge
comprises an enclosure 4 of flexible material wrapped around the tobacco products.
The smoking article charge has two major (front and rear) faces, two side faces and
two (top and bottom) end faces. Tobacco products can be removed through a top
tace of the smoking article charge, and through the aligned aperture 26 of the soft

cup 2.

The soft cup package 1 has a moveable cover 6 extending over the aperture 26 at
the open top of the soft cup, and over the smoking article charge. The cover 6 is
releasably attached to an exterior surface of the front face 20 of the soft cup 2. A
permanently tacky adhesive is located on the front face 20 and/or on the cover 6 to
allow the cover to be repeatedly opened and re-sealed. The permanently tacky

adhesive is a pressure sensitive adhesive. The cover 6 is provided with a graspable
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tab 8 which is not provided with adhesive. The tab 8 can be grasped by a user to

open the cover 6.

Figure 2 shows the cover 6 in an open state allowing withdrawal of a cigarette. The inner
enclosure 4 extends over the open face of the outer container. The inner enclosure
4 is openable to allow access to the tobacco products through the open face of the
outer container. The enclosure 4 comprises a plurality of flaps of material extending
over the open face. The enclosure 4 has a top face formed by rear flap 10, front flap 12
and side flaps 16. The flaps 10,12,16 are folded against each other, and are not adhered

together.

A part of the inner enclosure 4 extending over the open face is attached to the moveable
cover 0, such that opening of the moveable cover 6 opens said part of the inner enclosure
4. The part of the enclosure 4 attached to the moveable cover is a flap extending

adjacent the side of the outer container to which the cover is connected.

Preferably, the rear flap 10 is connected to an interior surface of the cover 6. As the cover 6
is lifted, the rear flap 10 is also lifted, away from the front flap 12. A tobacco product can
be easily withdrawn between the rear and front flaps 10,12. The rear flap 10 is preferably
connected to the cover 6 by a permanent adhesive, and preferably by a line of adhesive 18
extending laterally across the cover 6 and rear flap 10. The permanent adhesive is

sufficiently strong to permanently attach the cover 6 to the soft cup 2.

Figure 3 shows the enclosure 4, without the soft cup 2, in a closed state
corresponding to the cover 6 being closed. The rear tlap 10, front flap 12 and side
tflaps 16 overlap to inhibit ingress of air into the enclosure 4. The enclosure 4 may
be constructed as conventionally known from a blank, and may optionally have a
line of adhesive 18 on the rear flap 10 for attachment to the cover 6. The enclosure
4 is formed from a single sheet of material, folded around the tobacco products.

The edges of the material overlap, and are not sealed or joined together.

Figure 4 shows the cover 6 of the first embodiment of the invention. The cover 6 is

affixed to the rear face 22 of the soft cup, preferably with a permanent adhesive. A
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tirst portion 30 of the cover is coated with the permanent adhesive in order to
connect the cover to the soft cup 2. A second portion 32 of the cover 6 is not
provided with adhesive. The second portion 32 extends over the top face, access
aperture 26, of the soft cup. A third portion 34 is provided with a re-sealable,
removable, permanently tacky, adhesive. The third portion 34 is arranged to
releasably attach to the front face of the soft cup 2. The tab 8 forms part of the

third portion 34, and is not provided with adhesive.

The cover 6, and in particular the second portion 32, is dimensioned to extend over
the majority of the width of the access opening 26 formed by the open face of the
soft cup. The second portion 32 extends laterally across substantially the whole
width of the soft cup 2. The cover 6 preferably extends slightly less than the whole
width of the soft cup, and at the lateral extremities, the access opening 26 is covered
by the underlying side flaps 16 and optionally also the rear and front flaps 10,12.

The second portion 32 may be wider than the first portion 30.

The second portion 32 may have permanently tacky adhesive extending along the
interior surface, adjacent the lateral edges, and preferably extending from the
portion 30 to the portion 34 on each side. Such adhesive is configured to releasably
secure the cover to the top face of the inner enclosure, and so improve the seal

around the tobacco products.

The cup-shaped outer container 2 and enclosure 4 forming a known soft-cup
package are conventional, and can be made using the same manufacturing apparatus
known for manufacturing a soft-cup package without a cover 6. The cover 6 is
applied to the cup-shaped outer container 2 after the outer container 2 and
enclosure 4 have been formed. Embodiments of the present invention have the
advantage that no modification is required to the manufacturing apparatus for
forming the outer container 2 and enclosure 4. The cover 6 can be readily affixed to
the finished conventional soft-cup package, to form the re-sealable soft-cup package
of the present invention. The outer container (soft cup) 2 and cover 6 therefore

comprise two parts affixed together.
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Figure 5 shows part of a package 50 forming a second embodiment of the present
invention. Package 50 is substantially the same as the first embodiment of the
package, unless otherwise described. Package 50 has a moveable cover 56 extending
over a top face of the soft cup. The cover 56 comprises a covering part integrally
formed with a rear major face 52 of the outer soft cup. The moveable cover 56 is
releasably connected to a front major face 66 with a re-sealing strip 60. The re-
sealing strip 60 is affixed to the moveable cover 56 with a permanent adhesive
located on portion 64. The re-sealing strip 60 releasably attaches to the front face 66
of the soft cup with a permanently tacky adhesive located at portion 62. The re-
sealing strip 60 has a graspable tab 58 which is not provided with adhesive. The tab
58 can be lifted in order to release the re-sealing strip 60 from the front face 66, and

lift the movable cover 56.

The cover 56 comprises two parts affixed together. The cover 56 comprises a
covering portion extending over the open face of the outer container, and a
fastening portion 60 attached to the covering portion. The covering portion forms a

seal over the top face of the soft cup.

An interior surface of the movable cover 56 is preferably attached to a rear flap of
the inner enclosure, as described for the first embodiment of Figures 1 to 4. In
particular, the movable cover and rear tflap may be connected by a line 68 of

permanent adhesive.

Pressure sensitive adhesive may extend along the interior surface of the cover 50,
adjacent the lateral edges. Such adhesive is configured to releasably secure the cover
to the top face of the inner enclosure, and so improve the seal around the tobacco

products.

The re-sealing strip 60 is described as separate from, and affixed to, the moveable
cover 56. Alternatively, the re-sealing strip may be integrally formed with the
movable cover. In such an embodiment, a portion of the moveable cover 56 can be
releasably attached to the front face of the package with a permanently tacky

adhesive on the moveable cover and/or on a corresponding part of the front face.
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A further portion of the moveable cover is not provided with adhesive, and acts as a

graspable tab, analogously with tab 8 or tab 58.

Figures 6 to 9 show a third embodiment of the present invention. A soft cup
package 70 has an outer container 72 in the form of a soft cup, in which is located
an enclosure surrounding a charge of cigarettes. The package 70 has a cover 66
moveable over a top face, analogous to the first embodiment. The cover 66 is
atfixed to an exterior surface of a rear face of an outer container, soft cup 72. The
cover 060 is initially in a folded state, folded against an exterior surface of the rear of
the package 70, and does not initially extend over the top face of the package 70.
The cover 66 is folded onto itself against the side of the outer container to which
the cover is permanently connected. The cover 66 can be unfolded into an extended

state to form a cover analogous to the cover 6 of the first embodiment.

Figure 6 shows the cover 06 in a partially folded state. The cover 66 is initially
folded into three sections, a first section 73, second section 74 and third section 76.
The first section is permanently connected to the rear face of the outer container
with permanent adhesive in area 80. The first and second sections 74,76 are initially
located between the first section 73 and the rear face of the outer container, and are
thus held against the rear face of the soft cup. The cover 66 is folded into three

overlying portions, corresponding to the first, second and third sections.

The second section 74 is preferably not provided with any adhesive. Alternatively,
the second section 74 may be provided with a permanently tacky adhesive on one or
both faces in order to releasably secure the second section to the first and/or third

sections 73,76 when the cover 66 is in the folded state.

The third section is provided with a permanently tacky adhesive over area 82. The
permanently tacky adhesive is located to releasably secure the cover 66 to a front
face 90 of the outer container, when the cover 66 is unfolded. In the folded state,
the adhesive on area 82 releasably secures the cover to the side of the outer

container to which the cover 66 is permanently connected.
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The third section 76 is provided with a graspable tab 78. The graspable tab 78 does
not have an adhesive applied, and is arranged to be grasped by the consumer in
both the initial, folded, state of the cover and the final, extended, state. In the
tolded state, the tab 78 extends beyond the open face of the outer container. In
particular, the tab 78 extends upwardly beyond the open face, and substantially
parallel to the rear face of the container. The outer container may be initially
surrounded by an overwrap. The overwrap may press the tab 78 against the top face
or rear tace. The tab is preferably configured to revert to the position described

above, extending beyond the open face of the soft cup.

Figure 7 shows the cover 606 in the initial, folded state in which the cover 66 is
attached to the outer container 72. The tab 78 extends beyond coincident top edges
of the first, second, and third sections 73,74,76. The first section 73 has an area
larger than the second and third sections 74,76. The area 80 is on a part of the first
section 73 extending beyond the second section, such that the area 80 can adhere
directly to the rear face of the outer container 72. The first section 73 also extends
laterally beyond the first and second sections 74,76. The laterally extending portions
84 may be provided with a permanently tacky adhesive, or alternatively, may not be
provided with any adhesive.Figure 8 shows the package 70 with the cover 66 affixed
to the rear face 92 of the cup shaped outer container 72. The graspable tab 78
extends beyond a top face 96 of the outer container. Only the inner enclosure
extends across the top face 96. The inner enclosure 94 surrounds the tobacco
products, and extends over the top face whilst the cover 66 is in the folded state.

In order to use the cover 60, the tab 78 is pulled upwardly. The first section 73 is
securely affixed to the rear tace 92, and thus the cover 66 is unfolded. The cover 66

then extends over the top face.

The second section 74 may have permanently tacky adhesive extending along the
interior surface, adjacent the lateral edges, and preferably extending from the area
80 to the area 82 on each side. Such adhesive is configured to releasably secure the
cover to the top face of the inner enclosure, and so improve the seal around the

tobacco products.
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Figure 9 shows the package 70 with the cover 66 unfolded. The tab 78 is brought
over the top face 96, and towards the front face 90 until the permanently tacky
adhesive on the third section releasably attaches the cover 66 to the front face 90.
The cover 66 thus extends over the majority of the width of the top face 96 of the
package, and can be used to repeatedly cover the tobacco products 100,

substantially as described for the first embodiment.

A further aspect of the present invention is a method of manufacturing a re-sealable
soft cup package containing tobacco products. The method is applying a moveable
cover to a soft cup package which contains tobacco products. The soft cup package
comprises a cup-shaped outer container, and an inner enclosure located in the outer
container and surrounding the tobacco products. The soft cup package, including
the tobacco products, is already formed when the moveable cover is attached. The
method comprises affixing the moveable cover to a first side of the outer container.
A permanently tacky adhesive is preferably provided to a part of the moveable
cover, or alternatively to the second side of the outer container. The adhesive is
arranged to releasably secure the cover to a second side of the outer container. The
cover extends over the open face, and the cover extends across the majority of the
width of the open face. The cover may be as described in any of the embodiments

above.

A further aspect of the present invention is a method of manufacturing a soft cup
package containing tobacco products, as described in any of the embodiments
above. The method comprises forming an inner enclosure surrounding tobacco
products. The inner enclosure is preferably formed by wrapping a blank around the
tobacco products. A cup-shaped outer container is located around the inner
enclosure; the cup-shaped container having an open face. The outer container is also
preferably formed from a blank, and may be made from paper or other relatively
soft material. A moveable cover is connected to a first side of the outer container.
The moveable cover may be integrally formed with the outer container or affixed to
the outer container with a permanent adhesive. A permanently tacky adhesive is

applied to the cover arranged to releasably secure the cover to a second side of the
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outer container with the cover extending over the open face. The cover is

extendable across the majority of the width of the access opening.

In use, any overwrap is initially removed from around the package of any of the
embodiment. In a package according to the first or second embodiments, the tab is
grasped and used to lift the cover. In a package according to the third embodiment,
the cover is extended out of its folded position, ready to reseal the package. A part
of the inner enclosure covering the tobacco products may be lifted with the cover.
A remaining part, or the required part(s), of the inner enclosure is lifted in order to
gain access to the tobacco products. One or more tobacco products is withdrawn.
The package is then resealed by replacing the cover over the top face of the soft cup
package, the cover being held in place by the pressure sensitive adhesive. The cover
extends across the majority of the width of the open face of the soft cup, and the

inner enclosure extends over any area not covered by the cover.

The second embodiment shown in Figure 5 describes the cover 56 integrally
formed with the outer container. Alternatively, the cover 56 may be attached to an
exterior face of the outer container. The cover 56 may be attached with a permanent
adhesive, as described for the first and third embodiment. Alternatively, the cover
may be integrally formed with the outer container, and the permanently tacky

adhesive may be located directly on the integrally formed cover.

Any feature described in any of the embodiments may be used in combination with

any other feature from any embodiment.
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Claims :
1. A soft cup packuge fox tobacco produsts, compsising:

8 cup~shaped outer conleiner having an opea face;

ah ioner Vc‘nclomte located in the outer container and configured to surround the
tobacco prodncis;

2 movcab’e cover conuecled to a first: side of the outer contalper ;

the package further comprising an adhesive artanged ta celcasably secure the cover

to a sccond side of the cuter container with the cover extending over the cpen face,

‘wherein the re-sealablc cover is configuzed to cxtend aceoss substantiafly the whole

width of the onen face.

2. The soft cup package according to claim 1 wherein said outer contairer and-

cover are formed by at least two parts sffixed together.

3. ‘The soft cnp package according to claim 1 ot 2 wherein the cover is affived
to «n exterior surface of the first side of the outer container. '
4, The soft cup package according to clalm 2 ox 3 wherscin the cover is affixed

to the frst side of the contsiner with u permanent adhesive.

5. The soft cup package according to cleim 1 or 2 wherein the cover Is integral

with the fest side of the outer container.

6. The soft cup packape according to claim 5 wheuein the cover comprises a

covering portion and a frstening portion affixed to the coveriag portion, wherein
the coveslng postion i ermnged to extend over the open face and the adhcsive in
atunged to :clr.aanbiy secusc the fgetening poztion to the second side of the outes

containet.

7. The soft vop packape according to any oae of the preceding claims whetein
the innex enclosure extends over the open face of the outer container, end the inner

!
|
t
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encloyuge Is openable to allow secess to the tobaceo products through the open fuce
of the outer container, and ‘

a part of the inner enclosure extending over the npen foce is attached to the
maoveeble cover such that opening of the moveable acver opens said part of the

inner catlosuze.

8. The soft cup package according to claim '/ wherein the inner eaclosure
c'qmpn'ses 3 plurslity of flaps of material cxtcnding oves the open facc, and said pact
attached to the moveable cover is a flap extending adjwoent the first side of the

oufer container.

9. The soft cup peckage according to any one of the preceding claime wherein
the cover is in a (clded statc in which the cover is folded onto iiself against the st
¢ide of the outer contuines, and wherein the cover is conflgured to be unfolded into
an extended state to extead acrose the open face of tha cuter containes.

10.  The voft cup package according to claim 9 whezsein said adhesive on the »
cover is arranged suck lhit, in the foldcd stute, the adhesive accures the cover to the
ﬁr;t side of the outer container;

and in the cxtended state, ssid adhesive treleasably securcs the cover o the

second side of the outer containcr.

11.  The soft cup package according to claim 9 os 10 wherein the cover
comprises a graspable b, and in the folded stute, the tab extends beyond thc open

facc of tlie outer contoiner.

12.  The soft cup»pjnclmgc according o claim 9, 10 of 11 wherein, in the folded

state, the cover is folded into three oveslying poxtious.

13.  ‘The soft cup puckage according to uny one of the preceding claims whetcin
the outer contsiacr is an.clongate cubcid baving msjor front and rear faces, two

longitadinally extending side faces, aad a bottom end face;

‘ation: 29.06.2011 15:43:06 - 26.06.2011 15:43:46. This page 4 of 7 AMENDED SHEET 7753337
Received at the' €PO on Jun 29, 2011 15:43:46. Page 4 of 7
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whetrcin the open face is dcfined at a top end opposite ta the bottom cad
face, and '
the ficst slde to which the movcable cover is connected is the major rear
facc, and the second side to which the moveable cover is.celcasably secured is the

5 major front face.

14, A method of applying 2 moveable cover to a-soft Tup package containing

tobacco products, whercin the soft cup package comprites a cup-shaped outer

containes, and an inner enclosuze located in the ovter container cad surrounding the
70 tohacco products, '

the method comprising:

affixing the moveahle covet to o flrst side-of the outer container, and

providing an adhesive amranged to se.easably cecute the cover to a second side of

the onter conzrines with the cover extending ovar the open face, whesein the re-
75 senlable tover is configured to cxtend aecoss substantislly the whole width of the

npen face. : ' ' |
| Co

18. 4 method of m;\mafacm:jng a soft cup pachage coataining tobacco products,
comprjnfng: '
2 forming an inner eaclosute suerounding tobacco products;
forming a cup-shaped outer containct aronnd the inner enclosure; the cup-
shaped éontdnct having an opcn face;
providing a moveable cover connected to 4 flest side of the outer conmines;
applying an edhcsive aztanged to rcleasably secure the cover to a recund side
25  of the outer contnitier with the cover extending oves the open face, wherein the te-
seslable cover is configured to cxtenr neross -substsntially the whole width of the

open face,

16.  The method accordiag to<lairn 15 compsising forming ssic outer cantainer

2n  and cover by affizing at leust two pacts together,

17. 'Ll;'hc mcthod according to claim 15 or 16 whetcin the scep of providing e

maovesble cover comprises affixing a moveable cover to a fxet side of the ourer

ration: 29.06.2011 15:43:06 - 29.06 2011 15:43:;5. This page 5 of 7 AMENDED SHEET 17754337
Received at the EPO on Jun 29, 2011 15:43:46. Page 5 of 7

3 | 29/06/2011




20/06 2011 14:38 FAX VENNER SHIPLEY @oos

10

5

" outer coximinc:. and

PCT/GB 2010/051 357 - 29-06-2011

! 14
I

conminen aftcr the cup-shaped onter containgr has been formed around the ianer

enclosure,

18.  The method according toclain 15 or]16 whekein the caver is integral with
the first side of the cuter containce
19.  The method uccordiog 1o any cue of the clalms 14 to 18 whesein the innes

eaclasure cxtends aver the open face of the outer contalncr, and the intier enclosure

is openel:lls to sllow access to the tobacco products through the open face of the

attaching'a part of the inger enclosure cxtending over the open face to the
moveable cover such that opening of the moveable cover opene said part of the

]
. )
inner enclosure.

20.  The method according to any one ofIhe claloas 14 to 19 eomprisivg forming
the covet in a folded state in which the covel is folded onto itself agninst the fizst
side of the outer conminer, whezein the covir is cuhﬁgnred to be unfolded into an

extended state to extcnd across the open FﬁcI of the onter container.

21. A soft cup paclage us bereinhefore described and with tcfercace to eny one
. i _
of the accompanying drawings.

|
|
|
|
|
|
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