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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ISAAC E. PALIVIER, OF MIDIDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR. To I. E. PALMER Co., OF 

MIDDLETowN, CONNECTICUT, A CORPORATION OF CONNECTICUT. 
CouCH-HAMMOCK. 

1,130,393. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Mar. 2, 1915. 
(Original application filed March 28, 1908, Serial No. 423,914. Divided and this application filed October 13, 

1908. Serial No. 457,466. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ISAAC E. PALMER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Middletown, in the county of Middlesex 
and State of Connecticut, have invented an 
Improvement in Couch-Hammocks, of which 
the following description, in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, is a specifica 
tion, like letters on the drawings represent ing like parts, 
This invention relates to hammocks of the 

type disclosed in my Patent No. 574,073, 
Dec. 29, 1896, and is a division of my appli 
cation for couch hammocks, Serial No. 
423,914, filed March 28, 1908, now Patent 
No. 901,936, dated October 20, 1908. 

In order that the principles of the inven 
tion may be clearly understood, I have dis 
closed a single type or embodiment thereof 
in the accompanying drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a form of frame 
that may be employed in connection with my 
invention; Fig. 2 is a transverse, vertical 
Section of the frame shown in Fig. 1 upon 
the dotted line 2-2 thereof; Fig. 3 is a view 
similar to Fig. 2, but representing a slightly 
modified construction; Fig. 4 is a plan view 
representing the type of hammock frame 
shown in Fig. 1, together with means for 
maintaining padding Sections in position; 
Fig. 5 is a detail in vertical, longitudinal 
section of means for retaining sectional pad 
ding in adjusted position; Fig. 6 is a verti 
cal, longitudinal section of a portion of a 
hammock body and frame and padding that 
may be employed therewith; and Fig. 7 is a 
perspective view of a hammock body to 
which the frame shown in Fig. 1 has been applied. 
Fammocks have heretofore been con 

structed with frames interrupting the 
natural curvature of the body thereof, such 
as shown for example in my Patent No. 
574,073, Dec. 29, 1896. Therein the frame is 
provided with a plurality of cross rungs as 
at the front and rear. The body of the 
hammock is therein shown as passed under 
such cross rungs and above the intermediate 
portion of the frame, so as to rest thereon. 
As disclosed in Said patent, the frame may 
be of angular form or may be flat. While it 
is apparent that the frame disclosed in the 
said patent and in my present application 
may be of any suitable length, it is herein 

represented as of sufficient length to receive 
the entire person of the user, so as to support 
E. Same in a substantially horizontal posi 
Ol. 

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1 and 
2 of the drawing, the frame therein repre 
sented is composed of longitudinal or side 
members 1-1 and transverse or end mem 
bers 2-2 suitably connected thereto in any 
desired manner, as by bolts or screws 3. 
Any other suitable fastening means may be 
employed. If desired, each member of the 
frame may be recessed to receive the other. 
Upon each corner portion of the frame is 
received a bracket or casting 4 adapted to be 
Secured thereto in any suitable manner, as by 
means of Screws 5. It is apparent that said 
brackets may be attached to either the end or 
longitudinal members of the frame or both, 
if desired. Preferably, each bracket is pro 
vided with upper and lower flanges to em 
brace the members of the frame. Each 
bracket 4 is provided at its outer end with a 
Socket 6 spaced from the adjacent end mem 
ber 2 and preferably inwardly extending 
from the body of the bracket or casting. 
Each Socket 6 may be of any desired periph 
eral extent and may, if desired, completely 
encircle the adjacent end of the cross rod or 
bar 7 which extends between and is Sup 
ported by each pair of brackets. If desired, 
the Socket 6 may be provided with openings 
to receive screws 8, which, passing into the 
bar or rod 7, positively hold the same in 
place. If desired, each socket may be inter 
rupted throughout a portion of its extent to 
permit the insertion of the rod or bar 7 from 
below. It will be apparent that in the form 
of the invention herein shown the relation 
and construction of the parts are such that 
each rod or bearing is held from endwise 
movement. Although I have described the 
frame in detail, any other suitable form of 
frame may be employed. - 
The body of the hammock may be made of 

any suitable material. Preferably, however, 
it is made of fabric. as indicated at 9 in Fig. 
7, each end of the body being, as indicated 
in said figure, provided with a spreader 10, 
from which extend any suitable fastening 
means, as cords 11, by which the hammock 
may be suspended from any suitable Sup 
port. The fabric 9 of the hammock may be 
continuous from end to end. In use and 
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may be of any desired size. 

5 

referring to that embodiment of my inven 
tion herein shown, the fabric 9 of the body 
is passed beneath the rods or bars 7 at oppo 
site ends of the frame, upon the upper Sur 
face whereof the fabric rests intermediate 
said rods or bars. If desired and prefer 
ably, transverse. Webs 12 are provided at 
opposite ends of the hammock suitably set 
cured at opposite edges to the main fabric of 
the hammock, the rods or bars 7 being thus 
received within transverse pockets which In use, a pillow 
may be placed within either pocket or 
against the outer surface of either trans 
verse web. Preferably to the edges of the 
fabric body 9 are attached the Valances, one 
of which is indicated at 13 in Fig. 7. 

It will be apparent that the hammock 
frame may be detached from the fabric 
body 9 by removing the rods or bars 7 from 
the sockets and the pockets. The fabric 
body means is thus detachably engaged with 
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the frame. This may be desired for con 
venience in shipment or for storage, or it 
may be desired to invert the frame. The 
form of corner bracket illustrated permits 
reversal of the frame for use without de 
tachment of the brackets, inasmuch as the 
brackets extend from the frame in substan 
tially the plane thereof. 
While the frame of the hammock may be 

of any suitable construction, I preferably 
make the same of skeleton form, as hereto 
fore described, and in connection therewith 
provide a suitable flexible seating. In Figs. 
1 and 2, I have represented the seating as 

: composed of transverse and longitudinally 
disposed wire links 14 and 15 connected to 
suitable plates 16. I provide suitable 
springs forming part of the seating. While 
said springs may be arranged in any suitable 
manner, I have in Fig. 1 represented a series 
of coiled springs 17 connected at their outer 
hooked ends to suitable eyes. 18 secured to 

45 the inner edge of the end members 2 of the 
frame. The adjacent longitudinal links 15 
are provided with hooked ends to receive the 
hooked ends of the spring 17. If desired, a 
metal coiled spring 19 may be provided, it 
being herein shown as connected by diago 
nal links 20 to the adjacent plates 16 of the 
seating. If desired and preferably I may 
intersperse through the body of the seating 
other and preferably transversely arranged 
coiled springs 21, the hooked ends whereof 
are connected to the adjacent plate 16. 
Preferably, the seating is connected to the 
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longitudinal members 1-1 of the frame 
only along the transverse lines of the coiled 
springs 21, as by eyes or short links 22. If 
desired and to prevent undue sagging of the 
seating, I may provide one or more trans 
verse webs 23 preferably of fabric and at 

65 
tached to the longitudinal members 1-1. 
As represented in Fig. 3, the web may be 

1,180,193 
composed of short fabric members 24-24 
connected at their inner ends by a coil spring 
25 in any suitable manner. - It is apparent that by the employment of 
a suitable number of springs the seating of 
the frame is made sufficiently resilient. It 
is furthermore apparent that if in use the 
frame tends to sag, it may readily be in 
verted. The castings at the corners may 
be of any suitable construction or form 
within the scope of the invention. It is ap 
parent that the spring seating frame may 
be of general application, and may be used 
otherwise than with hammocks, and that in 
such event the cross rungs or rods may be 
omitted. - 

If desired, I may use a padding, preferably 
interposed between the frame and the body 
of the hammock. Such padding may extend 
the entire length of the frame or any de 
sired portion thereof. 
In Fig. 6, I have represented at 26 a pad 

ding attached to the lower face of the body 
fabric 9 of the hammock. If desired, I may 
employ sectional padding of any suitable 
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extent and provide means to adjust the same 
at any desired point longitudinally of the 
hammock. While this may be accomplished 
in any suitable manner, I have in Figs. 4 
and 5 represented the body of the hammock 95 
as provided with pockets 27 extending trans 
versely thereof at suitable intervals and 
open at one or both ends for the reception of 
light slats 28 of suitable material, such as 
wood, adapted to position between them a 
sectional padding 29 as shown in Fig. 5, 
such padding being independent of the ham 
mock body and frame. The slats may be 

having buttons 31 at one end thereof, the 
slats and being adapted to be threaded in 
any suitable manner, as by a needle through 
the walls of the pockets, the lower ends of 
the cords being preferably secured to the ad 
jacent wire links 14. It is apparent that in 
stead of providing pockets, I may apply the 
slats to the upper face of the hammock body 
and secure the same in the manner described 
to the wire links of the frame. Any other 
suitable means may be provided to secure 
the sectional padding in position, if the 
same be employed. - - .. 
Although I have herein represented the 

- hammock cloth or body means as overlying 
the frame (or greater portion thereof), and 
the seat, I am not limited to such construc 
tion, nor to any particular character of 
frame seating, or cloth and body means, in 
asmuch as, so far as I am aware. I am the 
first to provide a skeleton frame having a 

100. 

retained in the pockets in any suitable man 
ner, as, for example, by means of cords 30 05 

cords being received in suitable holes in the 
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flexible seating directly connected to the . . 
longitudinal and end members thereof, and 
cloth or body means of any suitable charac 
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tel' independent of the frame and of the 
seating but detachably engaged with the 
frame, said cloth or body means having sus 
pension means, coãperating therewith to 
Support the frame. The suspension means 
preferably employed are clue-cords. The 
flexible seating and the side and end mem 
bers of the frame together constitute what I 
herein term a frame structure. 
So far as I am aware, am the first to 

provide a couch hammock with a frame hav 
ing a flexible seating Secured thereto, ham 
mock suspension means for the frame and a 
padding or mattress overlying the seating. 
i am the first to employ in such combina 
tion, means to secure the padding or mat 
tress in position. an also the first to em 
ploy a flexible seating or open Seating, or a 
spling seating in a couch hammock having 
a frame, with a padding or mattress over 
lying the seating. Not only is the padding 
or mattress held in proper position relative 
to the other parts, but when the seating is of 
an open character, it affords ventilation for 
the under side of the padding or mattress, 
since, in the preferred embodiment of my 
invention, the hammock body means does 
not extend along the under side of the seat 
ing. In the novel combinations above set 
forth, I am also the first to employ ham 
mock body means independent of or detach 
able from the frame, although this feature 
of my invention need not always be em 
ployed. In said novel combinations above 
set forth, I am also the first to secure the 
hammock body means to the seating, 
although this feature of my invention need 
not always be employed. In said novel 
combinations above set forth, I am also the 
first to secure the hammock body means and 
the padding or mattress in relation to the frame. 
The suspensible hammock body means 

may be of any suitable character and 
need not, within the Scope of my invention, 
be continuous. It may vary in extent and 
character, but is detachably connected to the 
fi'ame structure consisting of the frame 
members and seating. 
Having thus described one type or en 

bodiment of my invention, I desire it to be 
understood that although specific terms are 
employed, they are used in a generic and de 
Scriptive sense and not for purposes of limi 
tation, the Scope of the invention being set 
forth in the following claims. 
Claims: 
1. A couch hammock comprising in com 

bination, a frame having side and end mem 
bers, cross bars supported by the hammock 
frame and spaced from the end members, a 
hammock body independent of but adapted 
to overlie Said frame and having portions 
adapted to pass beneath said crossrods, a 
resilient seating independent of said body 

se 

and attached to said frame, and paddingpo 
sitionable at different places between the 
hammock body and frame, and means to se 
cure the padding in selected position. 

2. A collch hammock comprising, in com 
bination, a frame, a hammock body over 
lying the frame, a seating independent of 
said body and attached to the frame, pad 
ding positionable at different places between 
the hammock body and frame, and means to 
Secure the padding in selected position. 

3. A hammock frame adapted for engage 
ment with a hammock and provided with 
connected end members, a hammock body 
adapted to receive said frame, said ham 
mock body being provided with transversely 
disposed pockets, slats for said pockets and 
Sectional padding adapted to be located be 
tween said pockets and between said frame and hammock body. 

4. A hammock frame having side-members 
and connecting end-members, a seating con 
nected to membel's of said frame, a ham 
mock cloth overlying the side members of 
the frame and Said seating, and having Sup 
porting engagement with the frame, pad 
ding positionable at different places be 
tween the seating and hammock cloth, and 
padding-Securing devices to secure the pad 
ding in selected position. 

5. A hammock frame having side mem 
bers and connecting end members consti 
tuting a substantially rectangular frame, a 
seating directly connected to the members 
of Said frame, a hammock cloth constituting 
the hammock body and overlying the side 
members and end members of the frame, 
Said hammock cloth having supporting en 
gagement with the frame and being con 
tinued to constitute suspension means, and 
a padding interposed between said ham 
mock cloth and the said seating, said pad 
ding being arranged in transverse sections 
and means for securing said sections remov ably and adjustably in position. 

6. A couch hammock composed of a skele 
ton frame having longitudinal and end 
members connected in substantially rectan 
gular form, a flexible seating directly con 
nected to said members of the frame, and a 
continuous hammock cloth or body overly 
ing said frame but independent thereof and 
detachably connected to said seating. 

7. A hammock frame adapted for engage 
ment with a hammock and provided with 
connected end members, a hammock body 
adapted to receive said frame, slats, means 
to Secure the same in any position of ad 
justment relative to said frame, and a pad 
ding section adapted to be secured in ad 
justed position by said slats and upon said body and frame. 

8. A hammock consisting of a hammock 
body, a hammock frame adapted for en 
gagement With Said body, a seating con 
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nected to said frame, the hammock body 
having transverse pockets, slats position 
able in said pockets, and padding between 
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the seating and body and positionable by 
said slats. - - 9. A couch hammock composed of a skele 
ton frame having longitudinal and end 
members connected in substantially rectan 
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gular form, a flexible seating directly con 
nected to said members of the frame, and 
hammock cloth or body means applied to 
said frame but independent thereof and de 
tachably connected to said seating. 

10. A couch hammock consisting of a 
skeleton frame having longitudinal and end 
members, a flexible seating directly con 
nected to said longitudinal and end mem 
bers, said seating and frame members to 
gether constituting a frame structure, ham 
mock cloth or body means independent of 
said frame structure, and means attached 
to one of said parts (namely, said frame 
structure and said hammock body means) 
and detachably engaged with the other, 
whereby the hammock cloth or body means 
and the frame structure are detachably con 
nected. 

11. A couch hammock consisting of a 
skeleton frame having longitudinal and end 
members, a flexible seating directly con 
nected to said longitudinal and end mem 
bers, said seating and frame members to 
gether constituting a frame structure, ham 

1130,198 

mock cloth or body means independent of 
said frame structure, and means extending 
from the hammock cloth or body means and 
detachably engaged with the frame struc 

35. 

ture, whereby said hammock cloth or body 
means and the said frame structure are de 
tachably connected. 

members, a flexible seating connected to said 
frame, said seating and frame members to 
gether constituting a frame structure, sus 
pensible hammock body means independent 

12. A couch hammock consisting of a 
skeleton frame having longitudinal and end 
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of said frame structure, and means for de tachably connecting said frame structure, 
and hammock body means. - . 

13. A couch hammock composed of a 
skeleton frame having longitudinal and end 
members connected in substantially rectan 
gular form, a flexible seating directly con 
nected to said members of the frame, and a 
continuous hammock cloth or body having a 
face to face relation to said frame but inde 
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pendent thereof, and detachably connected 
to said seating. - In testimony whereof, I have signed my 
name to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ISAAC E. PALMER. 
Witnesses: 

FRED. E. FoWLER, 
CHAs. M. LAUER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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