
(No Model.) 
L. B. HAWKINS, 

GROCERS BIN. 

No. 399,197, Patented Mar. 5, 1889. 

s 

W 
W 
S 

. 

If 
Y IT a 

2 m f 
2. S 

N 

A/ 

e 

S. 

SN 
B 

| Y S 
Y s I AS 2%KEX(& N SN Yas NAA N ess 

That 11 

SS 

. 

NairSSN: 

&Océzcess es. Zzzvezoáo 7: 

4: 22 zes u -tr? - zea. 17 s 

N. 'ETERS. Proto-lithographer, Wislingtai, O.C. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



5 

5 

3 5 

45 

ment of the parts. 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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To Qt4 livi.012, it nagy coil cen: 
Be it known that I, LUCIAN BERRY IIAW 

KINS, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Danville, in the county of Hendricks and 
State of Indiana, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Grocers' Bins; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable other's skilled in the 
art to which it appertains to make and use 
the same. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

grocers cans orbins, the object of the inven 
tion being to produce a cheap, durable, and 
efficient grocer's bin having a bottom which 
may be quickly raised or lowered to adapt 
the bin to the Vaiying amount of contents 
as, for instance, as the contents of the bin are 
reduced ol' lowered the supplemental botton. 
can be raised to bring the contents flush with 
the top of the lin, where they are easily accessi 
ble without the trouble and inconvenience of 
Peaching down inside, as is necessary with 
cans or bins of ordinary construction. 

MIy in velation consists in the special con 
struction and in the combination and arrange 
ment of the several parts of the grocer's bin, 
substantially as hereinafter described and 
claimed. - 

Figure represents in central vertical sec 
tion a grocer's bin constructed in accordance 
with my invention; Fig. 2, a perspective view 
of the same, a portion of the front of the bin 
heing l'oken away; and Fig. 3 is a central 
vertical section showing a modified arrange 

In the drawings, A represents the side of 
the bin, having the fixed cross-piece E at the 
lower encl. 

3 is the movable jottom. 
i) is a metallic bracket, to which the mova 

ble botton is secured, and C is the screw 
which passes through the bottom B and 
bracket D, and operates to raise and lower the 
bottom B. A packing, l, of any suitable ma 
terial, (preferably leather.) is secured to the 
periphery of the movable bottom and insures 
a tight fit between the bottom I3 and sides of 
the can, as is necessary when the material or 
contents in the can is flour or any finely-pull 
verized substance. The bar E is fastened per 
manently across the lower end of the can, and 

acts as a support for the lower end of the bot 
tion-adjusting screw C, which is seated in a 
Socket, e, Secured to the said cross-piece. This 55 
Socket may be constructed in halves and en 
gaged with a reduced portion of the screw, as 
shown at f, Fig. 3, which prevents the possi 
bility of the end of the screw being unseated. 
F is a half-cover or permanent section of 

the can-top, through which the screw C is ex 
tended, and which acts as a bearing for the 
upper end of the screw to retain it in a verti 
cal line. The bracket D, when the screw is 
at one side of the center of the bin, as shown 65 
in Fig. 1, is re-enforced at one side, (its short 
est side.) as shown at d', Fig. 1, so as to act 
as a weight to counterbalance the Weight at 
the opposite side of the bracket or bottom, to 
prevent the bottom from tipping when the 
can is filled. This bracket D has an upwardly 
projecting boss, (l, with a screw-threaded cen 
tral opening formed therein, through which 
the screw C extends, and which forms a long 
bearing therefor. 
In Figs. 1 and 2 the screw is shown as lo 

cated at one side of the center of the bin, ex 
tended through the half-cover F, and pro 
vided with a hand-wheel, c, by which to oper 
ate it, while in Fig. 3 the screw C is shown as 
directly central with relation to the center of 
the bin and as considerably shorter than the 
screw shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and as having a 
square end to be engaged by a key, h, which 
is removable. (Shown, for convenience, in 
Fig. 3 as ready to engage the screw-head.) 
The construction illustrated in Fig. 3 is pref 
erable, as the screw will be hid from view by 
the contents of the bin, and when the con 
tents are used or removed sufficiently to ex 
pose the top of the screw the key will be ap 
plied and the screw turned to bring the con 
tents flush with the top of the bin. 
The casing or side A of the bin will be con 

structed of any suitable material, preferably 
galvanized iron, and will be of the usual 
form. The movable botton B will be secured 
to the supporting-bracket D by screws d or 
otherwise. The screw may belocated centrally 
with relation to the center of the casing, or 
may be located at one side the center, and it 
may extend through the half-cover F and be 
provided with a wheel to turn it; or it may be 
short, as illustrated in Fig. 3, and have a 
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square end to be engaged by a separate key. 
Therefore I do not desire to limit myself to 
either of the exact locations, nor to the exact 
constructions illustrated in the drawings 
alone. 
The adjustable bottom and its operating 

mechanism may be readily applied to old bins 
without much alteration of the bin. 

I claim 
In combination, the sheet-metal open-top 

tubular body A, having the cross-piece E, se 
cured at the lower end, the socket e, secured to 
said cross-piece, the vertical screw C, loosely 
seated at its lower end in said socket, having 
a square or angular head to receive a simi 
larly-shaped socket of a key, the metal bracket 
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D, having a screw-threaded boss, outwardly 
extended arms mounted upon the screw and 
adapted to be raised or lowered thereby as 
the screw is turned, the bottom B, secured to 
the arms of said bracket, and the flexible an 
nular packing-ring b, secured to the periph 
ery of said bottom B and projecting above the 
upper face of said bottom, all substantially as 
shown, and for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

I, S. IUCIAN BERRY HAWKINS, 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES O. WILLIAMS, 
ARTIE E. EATON. 
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