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Application filed January 8, 1889, - Serial No, 295,766, (No model.)

To all whony it may concern:

Be it known that T, Wirriam CoOK, of the
city, county, and State of New York, havein-
vented a new and Improved Letter-Box, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

My invention relates to stleet letter-boxes
of the'class employed by the Post-Office De-
partment of - the United States, the object of
the invention being to preventthe withdrawal
of the contents of the boxes by unauthorized
persons; and to this end the invention con-
sists, essentially, of a box formed with a re-
ceiving and with a stowage compartinent, said

compartments being separated at times by-

leaves which are moved to'a position such as
to constitute the bottom of the receiving-com-

partment and the top of the stowage-com-

partment, this-movement of the leaves being
brought about by connections between said
leaves and a slide thatis arranged in connec-
tion with a letter or package receiving open-
ing, all as will be hereinafter more fully ex-
plained, and specifically pointed out in the
claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanymo
drawings, forming a part of this specifieation,
in Whmh similar figures and letters of refer-

- ence indicate correspondlnw parts in all the
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views.

Figure 1 isa cross- _sectional view of my im-
proved letter-box, the parts being represented
as they appear when the receiving-opening is
closed by its slide and parts being broken
away. Fig.2 is'asimilarview,the parts,how-

‘ever, being represented as they appear when

the slide which normally closes thereceiving-
opening is raised, these two views being taken

online « z of Fig. 3. TFig. 3 is a sectional

plan view on line 3y 4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a
central longitudinal sectional view, the parts
being represented as they appear in Fig. 2;
and Fig. 5 is'a perspective view of the slide.

In the drawings, 10 represents a box or case
of any desired form or construetion, the box,
however, being preferably made of sheet or
cast metal. At one side, and near the lower
part of the box, there is provided a door 11,

and at one end, and above the center of the.

box, there isareceiving-openinga. Theopen-
ing ¢ is normally closed by a slide 12, which

rides upon vertical ribs or flanges 13, and is
provided withan ou‘uweud.ly—e‘(’rendm0P thumb-
piece14. The slide12is provided with down-
wardly-extending arms15,that are connected
by a lonW1t11d1nally-slotted cross-bar 16. Just

‘| below the opening a, I mount leaves 17, the

outer edges of said leaves being turned over
to form eyes 2, through which eyes there are
passed rods 3; or the leaves might be hinged
within the case. Inconnection with the leaves
Tarrange arms 18,which normally bear against
the outel faces of the leaves, as shown in Fig.
1, these arms being pivotally connected to the
case and arranged so that they extend up-
ward through the longitudinal slot b of the
cross-bar 16. At the 10W61 edge of the open-
ing ¢ there is arranged an inwardly-extend-
ing lip.19.

Fronn the construction above deseribed it
will be seen that if the slide 12 be raised the
defining end walls of the slot b will bear
against the arms 18, and said arms in turn
w111 bear against the, under or outer sides of
the leaves 17 and said leaves will be moved

to the posﬂnon in which they are shown in.

Fig. 2, the upper faces of the leaves resting

closely against the under face of the lip 19.
By arranging the letter-box as above de-

seribed I prowde a receiving-compartment A
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above the leaves 17 and a stowage-compart-

ment B below said leaves, the two compart-
ments being separated by the leaves 17 when-

-ever the slide is raised to clear the opening a,

which said opening leads to the compartment
A, so that all tampering by unauthorized per-

sons with the contents of the compartment B -

is prevented. Itwillbenoticed thattheedges
of the leaves 17 closely abut when they are
moved to the position shown in Fig. 2. In
practice this joint would be so fine as to pre-
vent the introduction of a prying implement,
and as the leaves abut against the under side
of the lip 191it will be impossible to forece such
an implement under the ends of the leaves.
‘Having thus described my invention, I claim
asnewand desire tosecure by Letters Patent—
1. The c¢ombination, with a case provided:
with a receiving-opening, of a slide normally

covering said opening, leaves pivotally con-
nected to. the case-walls, and pivotally-
mounted arms which bear against the leaves
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and against which the slide bears, substan-
tially as described.

2. The combination, with a case, of leaves
hinged therein, arms pivotally mounted with-
in the case beneath the leaves, a slide ar-
ranged inconnection with an opening formed
in the case,and connections between the slide
and the arms,whereby when the slide is raised
the arms will be moved inward and the leaves
upward, substantially as described.

3. The combination, with a case formed
with an opening @ and a lip 19, of a slide

mounted to normally close the opening o and
formed with downwardly-extending arms that
areconnected toalongitudinally-slotted cross-
bar, arms pivotally mounted within the case
and arranged to extend upward through the
cross-bar slot, and leaves pivotally mounted
above the arms and below the case-lip, all ar-
ranged substantially as described.
WILLIAM COOK.
Witnesses:
EDpWARD KENT, Jr.,
C. SEDGWICK.

I35




