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Patented May 4, 1954 2,677,262 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,672,262 

DECK LED LOCK 

Trygye WigaOstad, Detroit, Richa, assignor to 
Briggs at aufacturing Company, Detroit, lich, 
a corporation of Michigan 

Application May 6, 1950, Seria No. 160,485 
(C. 0-142) O Clains. 

This invention relates to an improved Self 
latching lock of the type which is particularly 
but not exclusively adapted for use in latching 
an autonokila, rear deck lid in the closed posi 
tion. This application is a continuation-in-part 
of applicant's copending application filed March 4, 
1950, Serial No. 147,593. 
An object of the invention is to provide an in 

proved latch mechanism for a SWinging closure, 
such as the rear deck lid of an automobile body, 
Wherein a pair of atch members on the CloSure 
are positively shifted into latching engagement 
with a fixed keeper on the body by the astion of 
a shiftable striker member which engages the 
keeper as the ciosure is swung to its closed posi 
tion, the latch members being held in iatching 
positions by means of a spring larged detent Or 
dogging device which automatically moves into 
dogging position with respect to the latch men 
bers when the latter reach their latching posi 
tions. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

an improved latch mechanisin of the foregoing 
construction wherein key controlled ineans, in 
cluding a cylinder lock, is rotatable in either di 
rection from a locked position to shift and hold 
the detent or dogging device out of dogging posi 
tion, thereby permitting disengagement of the 
latch members from the keeper, the construction 
being such that, whan the key controlled means is 
rotated to the locked position by turning the key 

the detent or dogging de in the cylinder lock, 
vice is released so as to permit the same to iOve 
into dogging position LipOn Swinging the closure 
to its closed position. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

O 

2 

5 

O 

25 

3 

35 

an improved atch mechanism for a swinging lid 
or closure comprising a pair of latch (Ré:the Spiv 
otally raoui inted on the lid or closure to Swing op 
positely to each other about a comingn axis and 40 
having latching portions swingable into latching 
engagement, with a keeper structure at opposite 
sides thereof, this latching operation of the latch 
members being accomplished by neans of a, 
striker or pusher enter slidably mounted on 
the lid and interposed between the latch inem 
bel's and connected thereto in Such anner that 
when the Striker or pusher meinber engages the 
keeper structure upon closing the lid, the latch 
ing portions of the latch members will be swung 
toward each other by the striker or pusher ninem 
ber into holding positions with respect to the 
keeper stricture. The latch meibers are pref 
erably provided with arm portions adapted to be 
swung apart when the latch meinbers are engaged 
with the keeper Structure, said latch members 
being positively held in latching positions by 
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means of a detent or dogging device shiftable by 
the action of spring means into dogging position 
with respect to the arm portions of the latch 
members and adapted to be shifted out of dogging 
position by a key controlled locking device. 
Other objects of this invention will appear in 

the following description and appended claims, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings forming a part of this specification wherein. 
like reference characters designate corresponding 
parts in the Several views. 

Details of a preferred embodiment Of the preS 
ent invention are illustrated by Way of example 
in the drawings Weieii: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary vertical transvei Se Sec 
tion through the latch housing, taken in the di 
roction of the arrows substantially along the 
broken line -i of Fig. 3, showing the latching 
mechanism as employed to latch an automobile 
rear deck lid to the vehicle body. 

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, showing the 
latching mechanism in unlatched position. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal section taken in 
the direction of the arrows substantially along 
the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a horizontal section taken in the di 
rection of the arrows substantially along the line 
4-i of Fig. i. 

Fig. 5 is a horizontal section along the top edge 
of the detent or dogging device, taken in the di 
rection of the arrows substantially along the line 
5-5 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 6 is a horizontal section through the latch 
members and latch pusher or striker device, taken 
in the direction of the arrows substantially along 
the line 6-6 of Fig. 1. w 

It is to be understood that the invention is not 
limited in its application to the details of con 
struction and arrangement of parts illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, Since the inven 
tion is capable of other embodiments and of be 
ing practiced or carried out in various ways. Also 
it is to be understood that the phraseology or 
terminology employed herein is for the purpose of 
description and not of limitation. 

Referring to the drawings, a fragmentary rear 
portion of an automobile body, indicated gener 
ally by the letter A, is shown having a rear deck 
lid 3 hinged at its upper end to the body A in ac 
cordance with conventional practice. In the 
resent instance the lid 3 is formed from Suit 

ably spaced and reinforced outer and inner sheet 
netal panels is and 2 respectively, Fig. 3, the 
panel having a botton rearward extending 
fange 3 secured to the lower portion of the panel 
it. Raising and lowering of the lid B is facili 
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tated by means of a handle member 6 secured 
at 8 to the panel O. 
The latch structure embodying the present in 

vention includes a housing comprising in the 
present instance front and rear sheet metal case 
plates 29 and 22 spaced apart and formed to 
house the latch mechanism therebetweein. The 
case plate 29 is provided with marginal fianges 
24 Overlapping marginal flanges 26 on the plate 
22, the parts being held against separation by a 
plurality of tabs 28 on the flanges 26 projecting 
through slots in the edges of the plate 2) and 
bent Snugly against the outer surface thereof. 
The housing 20, 22 comprises an enlarged lower 
portion to receive a pair of latching members, in 
dicated generally at 30 and 32, and a reduced 
upper extension to receive a vertically movable 
key controlled detent or dogging nhember 34. The 
housing is Suitably fastened in a vertical position 
to the central portion of the panel 2 by a plu 
rality of bolts 36 extending through the plates 2), 
22 and panel 2 and secured by a corresponding 
plurality of nuts 33. The bottom of the housing 
lies Substantially flush with the flange f A and 
projectS into an opening 40 in the latter. 

In the present instance, the latch members 30 
and 32 comprise identical three-armed members 
pivotally mounted on a common bushing 42 in 
reversed relation with respect to each other so 
as to Swing transversely of the vehicle body A 
between latching and unlatching positions, Figs. 
1 and 2 respectively, the member 32 being spaced 
axially forward from the member 3, Fig. 3. The 
bushing A2 is supported on a horizontal rivet 44 
extending coaxially therethrough and through 
holes 48 and 48 in the case plates 20 and 22 re 
spectively. 
The latch members 30 and 32 are provided with 

pivot holes 30d and 32a respectively through 
which the bushing 42 extends and are also pro 
vided with lateral striker or pusher operated arms 
30b and 32b extending in crossed relation, up 
Wardly extending detent engaging arms 33c and 
32c, and downwardly extending keeper engaging 
arms 30d and 32d. 
The detent engaging arms 30c and 32c extend 

generally upward from opposite sides of the pivot 
axis and curve inward toward each other at their 
upper ends, terminating in detent engaging 
flanges 3e and 32e which extend forward and 
rearward respectively from their associated arms 
So as to oppose each other in the latching posi 
tion, Fig. 1. 
The Striker engaging arms 3Gd and 32d extend 

generally downward from the arms 30c and 32c 
respectively and terminate in forward and rear 
Ward extending jaws 30f and 32f respectively on 
opposite sides of the pivot axis. The latter also 
extend angularly downward toward each other 
through laterally spaced openings 5 and 52 re 
Spectively within the lapping fanges 24, 26 at the 
bottom of the latch housing so as to engage the 
under sides of a V-shaped keeper therebetween. 
The arms 3b and 32b extend generally hori 
ZOntally across the pivot axis and terminate re 
Spectively in forward and rearward extending 
pusher or striker engaging flanges 30g and 32g. 
As shown in FigS. 3 and 6, the latch members 

30, 32 are Spaced axially by a vertically slidable 
latch Operating striker or pusher 54 provided with 
a vertical movement limiting slot 56 and slidably 
mounted on the bushing 42 extending through 
the slot 56. Also located on the bushing 42 and 
Spacing the striker or pusher 54 from the adja 
cent members 30 and 32 respectively are a pair 
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4. 
of Washers 58 and 60. Below the bushing 42, the 
body of the striker 54 extends downward as a 
generally rectangular tongue through an opening 
62 in the bottom portions of the lapping flanges 
24, 26 and terminates in chamfered lower corner 
portions. Above the slot 56, the body of the 
striker or pusher 54 is formed With spring retain 
ing shoulders 64 and a reduced vertical guide ex 
tension 66. This guide extension passes upward 
through an opening Within a fixed horizontal 
guide 68, which is lanced forwardly from the body 
of the case plate 22, Fig. 3, and anchored in the 
case plate 20, See Fig. 4. Coiled around the guide 
extension 66 and interposed under compression 
between the underside of the fixed guide 68 and 
the shoulders 64 is a Spring 70 normally urging 
the latch pusher or striker 54 downwardly rela 
tive to the housing to an unlatching position. 
integral with the pusher member 54 are a pair 
of horizontal lateral airns 2 and 7A extending 
in opposite directions and having laterally open 
ing notches 6 and 78 respectively into which pro 
ject the forward and rearward extending latch 
member flanges 30g and 32g respectively. Ac 
cordingly pivotal movement of the latch mem 
bel's 30, 32 to and from their latching positions is 
effected in unison with upward and downward 
sliding movement respectively of the latch pusher 
Ol' Striker 54. 
The disposition and dimensions of the latch 

members 30, 32 and latch pusher 54 are deter 
mined So that when the latter is moved downward 
by the spring 9 to the limit permitted by the 
upper extremity of the slot 56, the horizontal 
arms 32b, 32b will be swung downward about the 
axis of the bushing 42 to the unlatching posi 
tion, Fig. 2, by virtue of the flanges 30g, 32g en 
gaged within the notches 6, 78 of the arms 2, 74 
respectively. In this position the flanges 30e, 
32e will be swung together and the jaws 36f, 32f 
Will be swung upward and away from each other. 
Upon upward movement of the pusher 54, the 
arns 30b, 32b will be swung in a reverse direction 
to the latching position of Fig. 1, pivoting the jaws 
3f, 32f downward and toward each other and the 
flanges 30e, 32e away from each other. Thus in 
the latching position of the members 30, 32, the 
flanges 30e, 32e are spaced sufficiently to receive 
the lower portion of the vertically sliding detent 
or dogging member 34 which is dimensioned at 
its lower end to fit Snugly between the spaced 
flanges 36e, 32e and to hold the same positively 
in their spaced latching positions. 
The body of the detent or dogging member 34 

extends upward within the housing 28, 22 and 
is provided with a vertical slot 89 and a spring 
retainer 82 projecting vertically from the lower 
edge of the slot 8. One of the bolts 36 and a 
Coaxial Sleeve Spacer 83 thereon are adapted to 
ride in the slot 30 upon vertical sliding move 
ment of the detent 33. Lateral movement of 
the lower end of the member 34 is prevented by 
a pair of horizontal guides 84 lanced forwardly 
from the body of the case plate 22 adjacent op 
posite sides of the member 34, Figs. 1 and 2, to 
guide the same in vertical sliding movement. 
ihe member 35 is also held against forward and 
rearward novement by lateral flanges 36 bent 
forward from both its upper and lower edges, so 
as to ride vertically along the plate 20, and lat 
eral flanges 88 bent learward from both its up 
per and lower edges intermediate the flanges 
86, so as to ride along the plate 22. 
Lanced inwardly from the body of the case 

plate 22 is a fixed horizontal guide and spring 
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retainer 99 Spaced above the Spring retainer 82 
and adapted to extend through the slot 8 in 
guiding relation. A vertical coil spring 92 
around the retainer 82 and under compression 
against the retainer 3 exerts a continuous force 
urging the detent nember 34 downward to its 
dogging position. 
Above the position of the Spring retainer and 

guide 9 when the detent, member 3A is at its 
lowermost position, the slot 8 enlarges laterally 
at 9. So as to receive freely therein a Swinging 
'can or approximately half-round ecceitric 98 
and its generally cylindrical integral Support 98. 
The latter terminates in reduced ends aid 
... journaled Within pivot Openings in the case . 
plates 29 and 22 respectively for pivoting about 
a horizontal longitudinal axis. The body of the 
can or eccentric 93 depends from its support 98 
when the nember 3i is in the dogging position 
and extends lateially in opposite directions at 
its upper edges slightly below the pivot axis to 
provide paired horizontal shoulders 95, Fig. 1. 

Lanced forwardly from the body of the detent 
member 35 £o as to overlie the can shoulder's 
6A are a goriespoiding pair of combined Stops 
and can followers 36 which ride on the shoul 
ders Ei and thus raise or lower the detent 3 
in accordance with rotation of the can 96. By 
this construction, rotation of the cam 95 in either 
direction approximately 45° from the horizontal 
Will cause one or the other of the shoulders 94. 
to engage one of the followers 6 and corre 
spondingly raise and retract the detent men 
ber 3 fron between the flanges se, 32e, Fig. 2, 
the limit of upward novement of the member 34 
being determined by abutinent between the lat 
ter and the upper inner Surface of the housing 
flange 26. Upon return rotation of the can 
shoulders to the horizontal position, the 
Inerne S Will be released for dOWinWard nove 
ment, under the infilence of the Spring 92. If 
the latch nainbers 33, 32 are in the unlatched 
position, Fig. 2, with the detent engaging flanges 
3e, 32e together to prevent insertion of the de 
tent, member 35 therebetween, the latter will rest 
under the pieSSure of its spring on the upper 
edges of the fianges 30e, 32e. The lower edge of 
the detent, 38 is provided with a forwardly eX 
tending transversely curved flange (8 concen 
tric about, the axis of the bushing 42 to permit 
pivotal ringyement of the latch members 3, 32 
freely to aid from the lasching position with 
Out, raising the detent 33 against the te:Sion of 
the spring 2. When the detent engaging fanges 
30e, 32e are spaced as shown in Fig. 1, the de-, 5. 
tent 3 is will be forced downwardly between these 
flanges by the spring 92 into dogging position 
With respect, to the latch members 3, 32. 

In order to achieve key controlled operation of 
the detent, member 35, the cylindrical can Sup 
port, 98 is provided with an axially extending bore 

of satuare section within which is splined the 
forward end of a square section shank 2. The 
latter passes rearwardly through a hole A pro 
vided therefor in the rear deck panel C and is 
operatively connected with the rotatable cylin 
der of a key operated lock S which may be of 
usual construction located conventionally With 
in the handle 5. 

It is apparent from the foregoing that the 
height, of the latch housing and the length of 
the detent member 3: Will be determined so that 
the axis of the cylindrical can support 98 will 
be substantially coaxial with the rotatable cyl 
inder of the lock 6. By virture of this coin 
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Struction, the latching mechanism including the 
members 30, 32 and striker 54 may be readily 
Controlled by a key operated lock located at a 
considerable distance above the latch mecha 
nisian. Thus the handle 6 may be located at 
any desired level above the lower portion of the 
rear deck lid B So as to be conveniently gripped 
by the operator in opening and closing the lid. 
Upon insertion of the proper key in the lock 6, 
the shaft and can 9S are Suitably rotated as 
desired in either direction to the unlocked po 
sition of Fig. 2, whereat the detent 3 is with 
drawn from between the flanges 3e, 32e, or to 
the locking position of Fig. 1 whereat the can 
Shoulde's A are horizonta. 
The lateh recialism is provided With a keep 

er structure, indicated generally by the numeiral 
8, Suitably formed as for example froin sheet 

metal by Starping operations to provide a rear 
Ward opening channel portion 28 gf generally 
V-shape in front elevation, Figs. and 2. The 
keeper 8 is located directly below the pusher 
or striker 54 when the deck lid B is in the closed 
position and is rigidly secured to the body A by 
means of bolts f22 and interengaged Serrate por 
tions 24 of the keeper 8 and body A. The side 
walls of the V-shaped channel portion 29 of the 
keeper provide paired downwardly convergiing 
keeper portions is, each parallel to one of each 
of the chainfered lower edges of the pusher or 
striker 54 and also parallel to one of the jaws 
3ef, 32f when the latter are in the latching po 
Sition. Thus the keeper portions 28 are adapt 
ed to be engaged by the chainfered edges of the 
Striker 54 from above and the latch jaws 35f, 
3f from below when the striker 5, and jaws 3f, 
32f aire moved into latching positions as shown 
in Fig. 1. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that upon 

closing the deck lid 3, the lower chaniered edges 
of the striker 54, which is normally held down 
Ward by the spring 10, as shown in Fig. 2, Will 
first engage the keeper portions 26, whereupon 
the jaWS 30f, 32f Will be swung to the latching 
position underlying the striker portions 26. In 
the Sane movement, the detent engaging fanges 
30e, 32e will be separated to receive the detent 
34 therebetween. If the can shouliders as are 
in the horizontal position, figs. and 3, the de 
tent, 34 will be forced downward by the Spring 
92 into dogging position betWesn the fianges 398, 
32e as above described. Thereafte; the id B 
cannot be opened until the key operated lock 

6 is turned and the can 35 rotated in One di 
rection or the other frcin its position shown in 
Fig. 1 sufficiently to elevate and withdraw the 
detent 34 from between the fanges 38e, 32e. 
When this occurs the striker 55 will be projected 
downward against the keeper portion 25 relar. 
tive to the latch housing by the Spring and 
will raise the lid E to the position of Fig. 2, Sinul 
taneously swinging the jaws 3.f, 3f upward and 
Ottward from atching engage ent With the un 
dersides of the striker portions S. 
As shown in Fig. 1, the keeper structure i8 

is adjustably secured to the oddy A by virtue of 
elongated bolt holes for the bolts 22, so that 
the structure is may be readily located accu 
rately in position to he clamped between the jaws 
30f, 32f and opposed chainfered lower ends of 
tine striker 5A When these S2igers are in the 
latched position. Eikewise tha Sidewali thick 
ness of the keeper portions 2S is determined to 
assure a tight claiping engagement, thereby 
positively avoiding undesirable rattling Or Oyer 
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ment between the interlocking elements when the 
automobile is driven over rough roads. 

I claim: 
1. A latch mechanism for a swinging closure, 

comprising a Support mounted on the closure, a 
pair of latch members pivotally mounted on the 
Support and having spaced keeper engaging por 
tions swingable toward and from each other, a 
Striker member slidably mounted on the support 
and projecting into position to engage a fixed 
Structure and to be shifted thereby relative to 
the Support when the closure is swung to its 
closed position, connections between said striker 
member and latch merinbers effective to swing 
Said keeper engaging portions toward each other 
into latching engageinent with a keeper when 
Said Striker member is shifted relative to the 
Support by engagement with said structure, said 
latch members having detent engaging portions 
movable away froin each other when said keeper 
engaging portions are swung toward each other, 
a Spring urged slide on the support having de 
tent means movable between said detent engag 
ing portions for holding the latch members in 
latching positions, pivotal can means mounted 
On the Support and having slide engaging por 
tions on opposite sides of its pivot axis, the slide 
engaging portion on one side of the pivot axis 
being engageable with the slide to move said 
detent means out of position between said detent 
engaging portions upon pivoting of the cam 
means in one direction and the side engaging 
portion on the other side of the pivot axis being 
Similarly engageable with the slide upon pivot 
ing of the cam means in the other direction, 
and key conti'cled means for pivoting the cam 
53.S. 

2. A latch mechanism for a swinging closure, 
comprising a Support mounted on the closure, a 
pair of latch members pivotally mounted on the 
Support and having spaced keeper engaging por 
tions SWingable toward each other into latching 
engagement With a keeper when the closure is 
in closed position and being swingable away from 
each other out of said latching engagement, a 
Striker member mounted on the support for slid 
ing to and from a projecting position and being 
engageable thereat with a fixed structure to be 
shifted thereby from said position relative to 
the Support when the closure is swung to its 
closed position, connections between said striker 
member and latch members effective to swing 
Said keeper engaging portions toward or from 
each other upon shifting of said striker member 
respectively relative to the support from or to the 
projecting position, said latch members having 
detent engaging portions movable away from 
each other when said keeper engaging portions 
are SWung toward each other, a detent member 
Slidable on the Support to and from a detent 
position between said detent engaging portions 
for holding said latch members in latching posi 
tions, spring means yieldingly urging the detent 
mennbei to the detent position, pivotal can means 
having bearing portions journaled on the support 
and having paired radial extensions engageable 
With the detent member at spaced locations on 
opposite sides of the pivot axis to slide the detent 
member from the detent position upon pivoting 
Of the can means in either direction about Said 
axis, a Shaft having one end Splined coaxially to 
said can for pivoting therewith, a rotatable key 
operated cylinder lhounted on said closure, the 
other end of Said shaft being connected with said 
cylinder to rotate therewith. 
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8 
3. A latch mechanism for a Swinging closure, 

comprising a Support adapted to be mounted on 
Said cloSure, a Striker shiftably mounted on the 
Support and engageable with one side of a keeper 
to be shifted in One direction thereby relative 
to the Support when the closure is swung to 
closed position, Spring means yieldingly urging 
shifting movement of the strikar oppositely to 
Said one direction, a latch device having an arm 
terminating in a jaw and being pivoted on the 
Support to SWing the jaw to and from a position 
of latching engagement. With another Side of the 
keeper in Opposition to the striker, Said device 
having a detent engaging arm extending gener 
ally Oppositely from Said first an and also hav 
ing a radial Strike engaging an intern ediate 
Said first two arms, means connecting said striker 
and Striker engaging arm to Swing Said jaw into 
Said latching engagement with the keeper upon 
relative Shifting of the Striker in said Oile direc 
tion, a detent merger slidably nounted on the 
Support for Inoving to and froin a detent posi 
tion in the path of Swinging novelinent of the 
detent engaging aim to hold Said latch device 
in latching position, Spring means yieldingly urg 
ing the detent meinber to the datent position, 
and pivotal cam means having bearing portions 
journaled on the Support and having detent en 
gaging portions on Opposite Sides of its pivot 
axis, the detent engaging portion. On One side of 
the pivot axis being engageable with the detent 
member to move the Same from the detent posi 
tion upon pivoting of the can means in one di 
rection, aind the detent engaging portion on the 
other Side of the pivot axis being Similarly en 
gageable With the detent nember upon pivoting 
of the can means in the other direction, a Shaft 
coaxial With Said can in eans and having one 
end Splined to said can ine2ns for pivoting the 
latter, a rotatable key operated device mounted 
on said closure, the other end of the Shaft being 
connected with said device to be rotated thereby. 

4. A latch mechanism for a SWinging cloSure, 
comprising a Support adapted to be mounted on 
said closure, a pair of latch members pivotally 
mounted on Said Support to Swing about a Com 
mon axis and having Spaced latch portions co 
operable with a keeper device, a striker member 
shiftably mounted on Said Support and adapted to 
be shifted in one direction relatively to the Support 
by engagement with said keeper device when Said 
closure is Swung to closed position, Spring means 
yieldingly urging shifting of said Striker member 
oppositely to said one direction, Ineans for con 
necting said striker inenbei to Said latch men 
bers to cause Said striker member When shifted 
relatively to the support by engagement with the 
keeper device to Swing Said latch portions into 
latching engagement with Said keeper device, and 
spring urged dogging means mounted on Said 
support for holding Said atch inenbers in latch 
ing positionS. 

5. A latch mechanisin for a SWinging closure, 
comprising a support mounted on the closure, a. 
pair of latch members pivotally inlounted on the 
support and having Spaced keepel engaging po)”- 
tions swingable toward each other into latching 
engagement With a keeper When tie gloSure is in 
closed position and being SWingabe away from 
each other out of Said latching engagement, a 
Striker member mounted on the support for slid 
ing to and from a projecting position and being 
engageable thereat With a fixed Stiructure to be 
shifted thereby, from said position relative to the 
Support when the closure is swung to its closed 



2,677,262 

position, connections between said striker men 
ber and latch members effective to SWing said 
keeper engaging portions toward or from each 
Other upon shifting of Said striker member re 
Spectively relative to the support, fron or to the 
projecting position, said latch members having 
detent engaging portions movable away from 
each other When said keeper engaging portions 
are SWing toward each other, and detent means 
On the Support movable into position between and 
in abutting relation to said detent engaging por 
tions for holding Said latch members in latching 
positions. 

6. A latch mechanism for a Swinging closure, 
comprising a Support mounted on the closure, a 
pair of latch members pivotally mounted on the 
Support and having Spaced keeper engaging por 
tions SWingable toward and from each other, a 
striker member mounted on the support for slid 
ing to and from a projecting position and being 
engageable at said position with a fixed struc 
ture to be shifted thereby from said position rela 
tive to the support when the closure is swung to 
its closed position, connections between said 
Striker neiber and atch neinbers effective to 
Swing said keeper engaging portions toward or 
from each other upon shifting of said striker 
member respectively relative to the Support from 
or to said projecting position, said latch members 
having detent engaging portions nowable aWay 
from each other when said keeper engaging por 
tions are swung toward each other, and a spring 
urged slide on the Support having detent, neains 
nowable into position betWeen and in a hitting 
relation to said detent engaging portions for 
holding the latch members in latching positions. 

7. A latch mechanisrin for a Swinging closure, 
comprising a support mounted on the closure, a 
pair of latch members pivotally mounted on the 
Support and having Spaced keeper engaging por 
tions Swingable toward and from each other, a 
striker member mounted on the Support for Sid 
ing to and from a projecting position and being 
engageable at said position with a fixed structure 
to be shifted thereby from said position relative 
to the support, when the closure is swung to its 
closed position, connections between Said Striker 
member and latch members effective to SWing 
said keeper engaging portions toward or from 
each other upon shifting of said striker member 
respectively relative to the Support fronn or to 
said projecting position, said latch members hav 
ing detent engaging portions innovable away fron. 
each other When Said keeper engaging portions 
are swung toward each other, a Spiring urged slide 
on the support having detent means inavabie into 
position between and in abutting relation to S2, id 
detent engaging portions for holding the laic 
members in latching positions, rotatable c3 in 
means for shifting said slide in one direction to 
move said detent means out of position between 
said detent engaging portions, 

8. A latch mechanism for a Swinging cloSure, 
comprising Supporting means adapted to be 
mounted on the closure, a pair of latch Inenbers 
pivotally mounted on the supporting neans and 
having spaced keeper engaging portions cooper 
able with a keeper, a striker member shiftahiy 
mounted on said supporting means and adapted 
to be shifted relatively thereto by engagement 
with said keeper when said closure is SWung to 
closed position, spring means yieldingly opposing 
shifting of Said striker member when the latter 
is engaged by the keeper upon swinging of the 
closure to closed position, interengaged portions 
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of Said striker member and latch members for 
swinging the latter into engagement with said 
keeper when said striker member is shifted rela 
tively to said supporting means by engagement 
With Said keeper, and dogging means mounted 
On Said Supporting means for holding said latch 
members in latching positions. 

9. A latch mechanism for a SWinging closure, 
comprising Supporting means adapted to be 
mounted on said closure, a pair of atch men 
bers pivoted on said Supporting means to SWing 
about a common pivot axis, each latch member 
having a jaw portion and a striker engaging poi 
tion spaced by said pivot axis, each jaw portion 
being on the opposite side of the pivot axis from 
the jaw portion of the other latch member and 
being cooperable With a keeper, a striker ember 
shiftably mounted. On said Supporting means and 
adapted to be shifted in one direction relatively 
to Said supporting means by engagement With 
said keeper when said closure is SWung to closed 
position, spring means yieldingly urging shifting 
of said striker member oppositely to Said one 
direction, means connecting said Striker member 
with said striker engaging portions to SWing Said 
latch members into engagement with said keeper 
when said striker member is shifted relatively 
to said supporting means by engagement With 
said keeper, and dogging means shiftably mount 
ed on said supporting means for shifting into the 
paths of movement of said latch members from 
their latching positions. 

10. A latch mechanism for a Swinging closure, 
comprising supporting means adapted to be 
mounted on said closure, a pair of latch members 
pivoted on said supporting means to SWing about 
a common pivot axis, each latch member having 
a jaw portion and a striker engaging portion 
spaced by said pivot axis, each jaW portion being 
on the opposite side of the pivot axis from the 
jaw portion of the other latch member and being 
cooperable with a keeper, a striker member shift 
ably mounted on said supporting means and 
adapted to be shifted relatively to said Supporting 
means by engagement with said keeper When said 
closure is swung to closed position, means Con 
necting said striker member with said striker 
engaging portions to swing said latch neimbers 
into engagement with said keeper when Said 
striker member is shifted relatively to Said Sup 
porting means by engagement With Said keeper, 
and dogging means shiftably mounted on Said 
supporting means for shifting into the paths of 
movement of said latch members from their 
latching positions. 
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