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(57) Abstract: An electric meter socket assembly for connecting an electric meter to a power line. An electrically non-conductive
meter base includes a terminal for connecting a power line to the base. The base also includes a track and an opening positioned
along the track. An auxiliary jaw mount has a portion sized and shaped to engage the track and to prevent the mount from moving in
a direction perpendicular to the track. The mount has an opening that is aligned with the opening in the base. An auxiliary jaw ele -
ment has a flexible prong sized and spaced for insertion through the opening in the mount and into the opening in the base. The
prong prevents the mount from moving from a predetermined position along the track. The prong includes a barb positioned to en-
gage the mount and/or the base.
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METER SOCKET ASSEMBLY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION
[0001] The present invention generally relates to electric
meter sockets, and more specifically to electric meter sockets

requiring fewer fasteners.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Meters are used to measure electricity usage. For
example, a meter may be connected to power lines entering a
building to measure electricity usage in the building. A meter
socket mounted on the building is used to connect the meter to
the power lines. The meter socket includes a non-conductive
base having a plurality of terminals to which the power lines
are connected. The base also has a jaw contact corresponding to
each terminal for receiving blade connectors extending from the
electric meter. The base also includes a bracket for mounting
the socket.

[0003] Conventional meter sockets have two bases mounted to
each bracket. Two or more threaded fasteners connect each base
to the bracket. Each fastener opening increases assembly and
hardware cost.

[0004] A +typical meter base has four terminals for
connecting power lines carrying up to 600 volts. Five terminals
are needed for 120/208V service or other applications. In order
to minimize manufacturing cost, meter Dbases having four
terminals are sold. When a fifth terminal is required, a
terminal and Jjaw assembly 1s connected to the base. The
assemblies are mounted on the base using two or more screw
fasteners, increasing costs as described above. Conventionally,
bases include a raised mount surface for mounting the terminal
and jaw assembly. The mount surface increases material needed
for the base, increasing manufacturing cost. As will Dbe

appreciated by those skilled in the art, there is a continuing
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need to reduce material, manufacturing, and assembly expenses of

meter sockets.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] In one aspect, the present invention is directed to
an electric meter socket assembly for connecting an electric
meter to a power line. The assembly comprises an electrically
non-conductive meter base including a terminal for connecting a
power line to the base and a primary jaw contact electrically
connected to the terminal for releasably receiving a primary
blade connector of the electric meter to electrically connect
the primary blade connector of the electric meter to the power
line. The meter base also includes a track and an opening
positioned along the track. The assembly further comprises an
auxiliary jaw mount having a portion sized and shaped to engage
the track and to prevent the mount from moving in a direction
perpendicular to the track when engaged with the track. The
mount has an opening that 1is aligned with the opening in the
meter base when the portion of the mount is in a predetermined
position along the track. In addition, the assembly includes an
auxiliary Jjaw element having an auxiliary Jaw contact for
releasably receiving an auxiliary Dblade connector of the
electric meter. The auxiliary jaw element includes a flexible
prong extending from the auxiliary jaw contact sized and spaced
for insertion through the opening in the auxiliary jaw mount and
into the opening in the meter base. The prong prevents the
auxiliary jaw mount from moving from the predetermined position
along the track when the prong is inserted through the opening
in the auxiliary Jjaw mount and into the opening in the meter
base. The prong engages at least one of the auxiliary jaw mount
and the meter base when the prong is inserted through the
opening in the auxiliary jaw mount and into the opening in the
meter base to prevent the prong from being removed from the

opening in the meter base to prevent the auxiliary Jjaw mount
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from moving from the predetermined position along the track
without disengaging the prong from the at 1least one of the
auxiliary jaw mount and the meter base and removing the prong
from the opening in the meter base.

[0006] In another aspect, the present invention includes an
auxiliary jaw assembly for mounting on an electric meter socket
base to receive an auxiliary jaw contact of an electric meter.
The Jjaw assembly comprises an electrically non-conductive
auxiliary jaw mount adapted to engage the electric meter socket
base. The mount has an opening through it. The assembly also
comprises an auxiliary Jjaw element having an auxiliary Jaw
contact for releasably receiving an auxiliary blade connector of
the electric meter and a terminal electrically connected to the
auxiliary Jjaw contact for connecting a power line to the
auxiliary blade connector. In addition, the assembly comprises
a prong extending from the auxiliary jaw contact sized and
shaped for insertion through the opening in the auxiliary jaw
mount and into an opening in the meter base when the auxiliary
jaw mount is in a predetermined position on the meter base.

[0007] In still another aspect, the present invention
includes an electric meter socket assembly for connecting an
electric meter to a power line. The socket assembly comprises a
socket base bracket including a mount surface having an opening
for receiving a fastener. The assembly also includes an
electrically non-conductive meter base including a base surface
adapted to engage the mount surface of the socket base bracket.
A terminal mounted on the meter base connects a power line to
the Dbase, and a primary Jjaw contact electrically connected to
the terminal releasably receives a primary blade connector of
the electric meter to electrically connect the primary blade
connector of the electric meter to the power line. 1In addition,
the assembly comprises a fastener sized and shaped for receipt
in the bracket opening to fasten the meter base to the bracket.

Further, the assembly includes a positioning element provided on
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the meter base and/or the base bracket for preventing the meter
base from rotating relative to the base bracket when the base is
fastened to the bracket and the base surface of the meter base
engages the mount surface of the bracket.

[0008] In vyet another aspect, the present invention
includes a method of assembling a meter socket. A flange of a
base bracket is inserted into a slot in a meter base. A base
surface of the meter base is engaged with a mount surface of the
base bracket. The base surface of the meter base is fastened to
the mount surface of the base bracket when the flange of base
bracket is in the slot in the meter base.

[0009] In still another aspect, the present invention
includes a method of assembling a meter socket. An auxiliary
jaw mount 1s slid into a track on an electric meter socket base.
A prong of an auxiliary jaw element is inserted through a hole
in the auxiliary Jjaw mount and into an opening in the socket
base when the mount is slid into the track on the socket base.
The prong flexes so a barb on the prong of the auxiliary jaw
element engages with the auxiliary Jjaw mount to prevent the
prong from being withdrawn from the opening in the socket base.

[0010] Other objects and features will be in part apparent

and in part pointed out hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] Fig. 1 is a perspective of a meter socket assembly
according to the present invention showing two primary contact
jaws removed for clarity;

[0012] Fig. 2 1is a perspective of a partially assembled
meter socket assembly;

[0013] Fig. 3 is a bottom perspective thereof;

[0014] Fig. 4 1is a cross section of the meter socket
assembly taken along line 4-4 of Fig. 2;

[0015] Fig. 5 1is a <cross section of the meter socket

assembly taken along line 5-5 of Fig. 2;
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[0016] Fig. 6 1is a separated perspective of the meter
socket assembly;

[0017] Fig. 7 is a bottom perspective of a meter base;

[0018] Fig. 8 is a bottom perspective of an auxiliary jaw
mount; and

[0019] Fig. 9 is a bottom perspective of an auxiliary jaw
element.

[0020] Corresponding reference characters indicate

corresponding parts throughout the drawings.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0021] Referring to Fig. 1, an electric meter socket
assembly of one embodiment of the present invention is generally
designated in its entirety by the reference number 10. As will
be understood by those skilled in the art, the socket assembly
10 is used to connect an electric utility meter to power lines.
The socket assembly 10 includes a meter base 12, which
electrically insulates the electric meter and power lines from a
back wall of an enclosure (not shown) in which the socket
assembly i1s mounted. In some embodiments, the socket assembly
10 also includes an auxiliary jaw mount, generally designated by
14, and a jaw assembly, generally designated by 16, which are
used to adapt the socket assembly for connection to a neutral
power line. Although the jaw assembly 16 is illustrated as an
assembled group of components, it 1s envisioned that in some
embodiments, the Jjaw assembly could be formed as a single
component. Thus, the jaw assembly will be referred to more
broadly as a Jjaw element. In most instances, the socket
assembly 10 also includes a socket base bracket 18 for mounting
the assembly. As illustrated in Fig. 1, the socket base bracket
18 usually holds two meter bases 12 to create a four or five
terminal socket assembly as generally known in the art.

[0022] The meter base 12 1is preferably made of an

electrically non-conductive material. In some embodiments, the
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base 12 is molded from VALOX 420 SEO thermoplastic resin, but
other manufacturing processes and materials known in the art may
be used without departing from the scope of this invention.
VALOX is a federally registered U.S. trademark of Sabic
Innovative Plastics IP B.V. Co. of the Netherlands. The meter
base 12 includes electrically conductive terminals 20 for
connecting power lines to the base. An electrically conductive
primary Jjaw contact 22 1is electrically connected to each
terminal 20 and positioned on the base 12 to receive a primary
blade connector of an electric meter. Although the terminals 20
and Jjaw contacts 22 may be made of other materials without
departing from the scope of the present invention, in one
embodiment they are made of a copper alloy. Because electrical
meter Dblade connectors, power lines, and their method of
connection are conventional, they will not be described in
further detail. In the illustrated embodiment, each meter base
12 includes two terminals 20 for connecting two corresponding
primary blade connectors of an electric meter to the socket 10.
[0023] As further illustrated in Fig. 1, each meter base 12
includes a dovetail-shaped track 24 and an opening (e.g., a
hole) 26 positioned along the track. The track 24 1is shown
positioned between the two terminals 20, but other
configurations may be used without departing from the scope of
the present invention. In the illustrated embodiment, the track

24 1is defined by a Dbottom surface 27 and two angled side

surfaces 28. The opening 26 extends completely through the
meter base 12. As shown in Figs. 1, 5, and 6, the opening 26
does not have a uniform cross section. The opening 26 varies in

shape along its length, from a generally rectangular portion 30
near the top of meter base 12 to a generally circular portion 32
near the bottom of the meter base.

[0024] Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the electrically non-
conductive auxiliary Jjaw mount 14 includes a portion that is

sized and shaped to engage the track 24. In some embodiments,
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the mount 14 is molded from VALOX 420 SEO thermoplastic resin,
but other manufacturing processes and materials known in the art
may be used without departing from the scope of this invention.
The auxiliary jaw mount 14 includes opposite side surfaces 34
that are angled similarly to the side surfaces 28 of the base 12
and a bottom surface 36. The side surfaces 34 are spaced
farther from one another at a first position near the bottom
surface 36 of the auxiliary jaw mount 14 than at a second
position spaced farther from the bottom surface of the mount.
The opposite side surfaces 34 of the mount 14 engage the angled
surfaces 28 of the track 24, and the bottom surface of the mount
engages the bottom surface 27 of the track as shown in Fig. 5.
As will be apparent to those skilled in the art, the track 24
allows the mount 14 to move along the track but prevents the
mount from moving in a direction perpendicular to the track when
the mount is engaged with the track.

[0025] The mount 14 has an opening 38 extending through it
as shown in Figs. 4-6 and 8. As the mount 14 slides into
position along the track 24, the opening 38 moves into alignment
with the opening 26 in the meter base. In the illustrated
embodiment, the opening 38 in the auxiliary jaw mount 14 is
rectangular, and has an undercut 40 as shown in Fig. 5. The
opening 38 1is configured to receive the auxiliary Jjaw element
16, as will be described below. In some embodiments, the mount
14 includes an orientation feature 42 to position the Jjaw
element 16 and prevent it from rotating when the jaw element is
attached to the auxiliary Jjaw mount. In the illustrated
embodiment, the orientation feature 42 includes opposing guide
surfaces 44 extending from the mount 14 as shown in Figs. 2 and
5.

[0026] The auxiliary Jjaw element 16 includes a terminal 45
for connecting a power line (e.g., a neutral 1line) to the
element and an auxiliary Jjaw contact 46 for receiving an

auxiliary blade connector of an electric meter, as is known in
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the art. The terminal 45 and jaw 46 are electrically connected
to communicate power between a power line (not shown) connected
to the terminal 45 and a blade connector B (Fig. 5H).

[0027] As illustrated in Fig. 9, the jaw element 16 also
includes a snap fastener, generally designated by 47. In one
embodiment, the snap fastener 47 comprises a flexible prong 48
connected to the Jjaw contact 46 by a screw fastener 49. The
illustrated Jaw element 16 includes two prongs 48 that are
biased away from each other and toward engagement with the mount
14 or the base 12. The prongs 48 are sized and shaped to be
inserted through the opening 38 in the mount 14 and into the
opening 26 in the base 12 as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. When the
prongs 48 are inserted into both openings 38, 26, the prongs
prevent the mount 14 from moving along track 24 in base 12.
FEach prong 48 includes a barb 50 that extends outward to engage
either the mount 14 or the base 12 when the prong is inserted
through the openings 38, 26. The barbs 50 prevent the prongs 48
from being removed from the openings 38, 26, and prevent the
mount 14 from moving along the track 24 without first
disengaging the barbs and removing the prongs from the openings.
As shown in Fig. b5, each prong 48 engages the rectangular
portion 30 of the opening 26, and each barb 50 engages the
undercut 40 of opening 38. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that the snap fastener 47 has advantages over screw
fasteners. For example, the snap fastener 47 provides the
auxiliary Jjaw element 16 with a self-contained fastener that
cannot become separated from the auxiliary jaw element, and the
snap fastener does not require tools for installation.

[0028] As shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 6, the socket base
bracket 18 has a mount surface 52 that engages a base surface 54
of meter base 12 when assembled. An opening 56 extends through
the mount surface 52 of the bracket 18. A fastener 58 1is
inserted in the opening 26 of the meter base 12 and through the

opening 56 of the mount surface 52 to fasten the meter base to
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the bracket 18. As illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5, the fastener
58 1s secured to a back wall of an enclosure (not shown). The
base surface 54 o0of the meter base 12 includes a boss 60
surrounding the opening 26 as shown in Fig. 7. The opening 56
in the bracket 18 is sized and shaped to receive the boss 60.
Although the bracket 18 may be made of other materials and using
other processes without departing from the scope of the present
invention, in one embodiment the bracket is punched from 16
gauge galvanized steel sheet.

[0029] Referring to Fig. 6, the meter socket assembly 10
also includes a positioning element 66 adapted to prevent the
meter base 12 from rotating relative to the base bracket 18 when
the base 1s fastened to the bracket with the base surface 54
engaging the mount surface 52. The positioning element 66
includes protrusions, such as flanges 72, extending from each
edge of the mount surface 52, as illustrated in Fig. 6, and
corresponding slots 74 in the base surface for receiving the
flanges. As shown in Fig. 3, each slot 74 receives a flange 72
when the base 12 is mounted on the bracket 18 to prevent the
base from rotating on the bracket. In some embodiments, fewer
or more flanges and slots may be used.

[0030] The meter socket assembly 10 is assembled Dby
inserting the flange 72 of the base bracket 18 into the slot 74
in the base 12. The base surface 54 of the base 12 is engaged
with and fastened to the mount surface 52 of the bracket 18.
The fastener 58 is inserted through the opening 26 in the base
12 and the opening 56 in the bracket 18 to secure the base to
the bracket. 1In those applications when a fifth jaw contact is
required, the auxiliary Jjaw mount 14 is slid into the track 24
on the base 12, and the prongs 48 of the jaw element 16 are
inserted through the opening 38 in the mount and into the
opening 26 in the base. As the prongs 48 are inserted into the
openings 38, 26, the barbs 50 on the prongs engage the mount 14

to prevent the prongs from being withdrawn from the opening in
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base 12. Some of the features described above reduce assembly
time and labor cost. Further, these features reduce the number

of fasteners used and the amount of material needed in some
configurations, thereby reducing manufacturing and material
costs.

[0031] Having described the invention in detail, it will be
apparent that modifications and variations are possible without
departing from the scope of the invention defined in the
appended claims.

[0032] When introducing elements of the present invention
or the preferred embodiments(s) thereof, the articles "a", "an",
"the", and "said" are intended to mean that there are one or
more of the elements. The terms "comprising"”, "including", and
"having" are intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be
additional elements other than the listed elements.

[0033] In view of the above, it will Dbe seen that the
several objects of the invention are achieved and other
advantageous results attained.

[0034] As wvarious changes could be made in the above
products and methods without departing from the scope of the
invention, it is intended that all matter contained in the above
description and shown in the accompanying drawings shall be

interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. An electric meter socket assembly for connecting an
electric meter to a power line, the assembly comprising:

an electrically non-conductive meter base including a
terminal for connecting a power line to the base and a primary
jaw contact electrically connected to the terminal for
releasably receiving a primary blade connector of the electric
meter to electrically connect the primary blade connector of the
electric meter to the power 1line, the meter Dbase further
including a track and an opening positioned along the track;

an auxiliary jaw mount having a portion sized and shaped to
engage the track and to prevent the auxiliary jaw mount from
moving in a direction perpendicular to the track when engaged
with the track, the auxiliary jaw mount having an opening that
is aligned with the opening in the meter base when the portion
of the auxiliary jaw mount is in a predetermined position along
the track; and

an auxiliary jaw element having an auxiliary Jjaw contact
for releasably receiving an auxiliary blade connector of the
electric meter, the auxiliary Jjaw element including a flexible
prong extending from the auxiliary jaw contact sized and spaced
for insertion through the opening in the auxiliary jaw mount and
into the opening in the meter base, the prong preventing the
auxiliary jaw mount from moving from the predetermined position
along the track when the prong is inserted through the opening
in the auxiliary Jjaw mount and into the opening in the meter
base, the prong engaging at least one of the auxiliary jaw mount
and the meter base when the prong is inserted through the
opening in the auxiliary jaw mount and into the opening in the
meter base to prevent the prong from being removed from the
opening in the meter base to prevent the auxiliary Jjaw mount
from moving from the predetermined position along the track

without disengaging the prong from the at 1least one of the
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auxiliary jaw mount and the meter base and removing the prong

from the opening in the meter base.

2. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 1, wherein the meter base further comprises a second
terminal for connecting a power line to the base and a second
primary Jjaw contact electrically connected to the second
terminal for —releasably receiving a second primary Dblade
connector of the electric meter to electrically connect the
second primary blade connector of the electric meter to the

power line.

3. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 2, wherein the track 1is positioned on the meter base

between the first terminal and the second terminal.

4., An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 1, wherein the portion of the auxiliary jaw mount sized
and shaped to engage the track comprises opposing side surfaces
of the auxiliary Jjaw mount, the opposing side surfaces being
spaced farther from one another at a first position closer to a
bottom surface of the auxiliary jaw mount than the opposing side
surfaces are spaced from one another at a second position

farther from the bottom surface of the auxiliary jaw mount.

5. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 1, wherein the prong includes a barb positioned to engage
at least one of the auxiliary jaw mount and the meter base when
the prong is inserted through the opening in the auxiliary jaw
mount and into the opening in the meter base to prevent the
prong from being removed from the opening in the meter base to
prevent the auxiliary Jjaw mount from moving from the
predetermined position along the track without disengaging the
barb from the at least one of the auxiliary jaw mount and the
meter base and removing the prong from the opening in the meter

base.
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6. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 5, wherein the barb is positioned to engage the auxiliary

Jjaw mount.

7. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 5, wherein:

the opening in the auxiliary jaw mount has an undercut; and

the barb is positioned to engage the undercut in the

opening of the auxiliary jaw mount.

8. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 5, wherein auxiliary Jjaw element has two prongs biased
toward engagement with the at least one of the auxiliary Jjaw

mount or the meter base.

9. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 1, wherein the opening in the auxiliary Jjaw mount 1is

rectangular.

10. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 1, wherein the auxiliary Jjaw mount further comprises an
orientation feature to position the jaw element and prevent it
from rotating when the jaw element is attached to the auxiliary

Jjaw mount.

11. An electric meter socket assembly as set forth in
claim 10, wherein the orientation feature comprises opposing

guide surfaces extending from the auxiliary jaw mount.

12. An auxiliary jaw assembly for mounting on an electric
meter socket base to receive an auxiliary Jjaw contact of an
electric meter, the jaw assembly comprising:

an electrically non-conductive auxiliary Jjaw mount adapted
to engage the electric meter socket base, the auxiliary Jjaw
mount having an opening therethrough; and

an auxiliary jaw element having an auxiliary Jjaw contact

for releasably receiving an auxiliary blade connector of the
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electric meter, a terminal electrically connected to the
auxiliary Jjaw contact for connecting a power line to the
auxiliary blade connector, and a flexible prong extending from
the auxiliary jaw contact sized and shaped for insertion through
the opening in the auxiliary jaw mount and into an opening in
the meter Dbase when the auxiliary Jjaw mount is in a

predetermined position on the meter base.

13. An auxiliary jaw assembly as set forth in claim 12,
wherein the auxiliary jaw mount includes opposing side surfaces
that are spaced farther from one another at a first position
closer to a bottom surface of the auxiliary jaw mount than the
opposing side surfaces are spaced from one another at a second
position farther from the bottom surface of the auxiliary Jjaw

mount than the first position.

14. An auxiliary jaw assembly as set forth in claim 12,
wherein the auxiliary Jjaw element has two prongs Dbiased away
from each other such that when the prongs are inserted into the
auxiliary Jjaw mount, the prongs retain the jaw element in the

auxiliary jaw mount.

15. An auxiliary jaw assembly as set forth in claim 12,
wherein the prong includes a barb positioned to engage the
auxiliary Jjaw mount when the prong 1is inserted into the

auxiliary jaw mount.

l16. An auxiliary jaw assembly as set forth in claim 12,
wherein the opening in the auxiliary jaw mount further has an

undercut.

17. An auxiliary jaw assembly as set forth in claim 1¢,
wherein the prong further comprises a barb positioned to engage
the undercut in the opening of the auxiliary jaw mount when the
prong is inserted into the auxiliary jaw mount opening, thereby

preventing the prong from being removed from the opening in the
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auxiliary Jjaw mount without disengaging the barb from the

undercut.

18. An auxiliary jaw assembly as set forth in claim 12,

wherein the opening in the auxiliary jaw mount is rectangular.

19. An auxiliary jaw assembly as set forth in claim 12,
wherein the auxiliary jaw mount further comprises an orientation
feature to position the jaw element and prevent it from rotating

when the jaw element is attached to the auxiliary jaw mount.

20. The auxiliary jaw assembly of claim 16, wherein the
orientation feature comprises opposing guide surfaces extending

from the auxiliary jaw mount.

21. An electric meter socket assembly for connecting an
electric meter to a power line, the socket assembly comprising:

a socket Dbase bracket including a mount surface having an
opening for receiving a fastener;

an electrically non-conductive meter base including a base
surface adapted to engage the mount surface of the socket base
bracket, a terminal mounted on the meter base for connecting a
power line to the base, a primary Jjaw contact electrically
connected to the terminal for releasably receiving a primary
blade connector of the electric meter to electrically connect
the primary blade connector of the electric meter to the power
line;

a fastener sized and shaped for receipt in the bracket
opening to fasten the meter base to the bracket; and

a positioning element provided on at least one of the meter
base and the base Dbracket for preventing the meter base from
rotating relative to the base bracket when the base is fastened
to the bracket and the base surface of the meter base engages

the mount surface of the bracket.
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22. The electric meter socket assembly of claim 21,
wherein the positioning element comprises a protrusion extending

from the mount surface of the base bracket.

23. The electric meter socket assembly of «claim 22,
wherein the positioning element comprises an opening positioned
relative to the Dbase surface for receiving the bracket
protrusion when the base surface of the meter base engages the

mount surface of the bracket.

24. The electric meter socket assembly of c¢laim 23,
wherein:

the protrusion extending from the mount surface of the base
bracket comprises a flange formed on the bracket; and

the opening for receiving the bracket protrusion comprises

a slot sized and shaped for receiving the flange.

25. The electric meter socket assembly of claim 21,
wherein:

the base further comprises a boss extending from the base
surface;

the bracket has an opening sized and shaped for receiving
the boss when the base surface of the meter base engages the

mount surface of the bracket.

26. The electric meter socket assembly of claim 21,
wherein:

the assembly includes a second meter base having a base
surface; and

the bracket includes a second mount surface so that the
bracket can simultaneously engage both the first meter base and

second meter base.

27. The electric meter socket assembly of claim 21 further
comprising an auxiliary jaw assembly for mounting on the meter

base, the jaw assembly including an electrically non-conductive
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auxiliary Jjaw mount adapted to engage the meter base, the
auxiliary jaw mount having an opening therethrough, and an
auxiliary Jjaw element having an auxiliary Jaw contact for
releasably receiving an auxiliary Dblade connector of the
electric meter, a terminal electrically connected to the
auxiliary Jjaw contact for connecting a power line to the
auxiliary blade connector, and a snap fastener extending from
the auxiliary jaw contact sized and spaced for insertion through
the opening in the auxiliary jaw mount and into an opening in
the meter Dbase when the auxiliary Jjaw mount is in a

predetermined position on the meter base.

28. A method of assembling a meter socket comprising:

inserting a flange of a base bracket into a slot in a meter
base;

engaging a base surface of the meter base with a mount
surface of the base bracket; and

fastening the base surface of the meter base to the mount
surface of the base bracket when the flange of base bracket is

in the slot in the meter base.

29. A method of assembling a meter socket comprising:

sliding an auxiliary jaw mount into a track on an electric
meter socket base;

inserting a flexible prong of an auxiliary Jjaw element
through a hole in the auxiliary jaw mount and into an opening in
the socket base when the auxiliary Jjaw mount is slid into the
track on the socket base; and

permitting the prong to flex to engage a barb on the prong
of the auxiliary Jjaw element with the auxiliary Jjaw mount to
prevent the prong from being withdrawn from the opening in the

socket base.

30. The method of claim 29 further comprising:
inserting a flange of a base bracket into a slot in the

meter base;
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engaging a base surface of the meter base with a mount
surface of the base bracket; and

fastening the base surface of the meter base to the mount
surface of the meter base to the mount surface of the base
bracket when the flange of the base bracket is in the slot of

the meter base.

31. The method of claim 30 further comprising inserting a
second flange of the base bracket into a slot in a second meter

base.
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