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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joszpr Hexry Scorr,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
San-Francisco, in the county of San Fran-

5 CiSco and State of California, have invented
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new and useful Improvements in Serpentine
Throwers, of which the following is a speci-
fication. I

The present invention relates to improve-
ments in amusement devices and has particu-
lar reference to a catapult device for throw-
ing rolls of paper ribbon, which are com-

sonly known as ¢ serpentines.” :

“The primary object of the invention is to
provide a simple, inexpensive, small and
compact device of the character described by
means of which paper rolls or ¢ serpentines ”
may be effectively catapulted -or thrown with
but little effort or exertion on the part of the
user, - o ‘

A further object of the invention is to
provide a device of the character described,
which will prove amusing and entertaining
as .a means for throwing serpentine rolls,
without requiring that a throwing movement
of the arm be resorted to.

The invention possesses other advantages
and features some of which, with the forego-
ing will be set forth at length in the follow-
ing description wheré I shall outline in' full
that form of the invention which I have se-
lected for iilustration in the drawings ac-
companying and forming a part of the pres-
ent specification. In sald drawings I have
shown one form of the construction of my
invention, but it is to be understood that I
do not limit myself to such form since the
invention as expressed in the claims may be
embodied in a plurality of forms.

Referring to the drawings:

Fig. 1 represents a side elevation of a ser-
pentine thrower of my invention shown as it
would appear when in use.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
thrower. ' '

Fig. 3 is a front elevation of the thrower
part of the handle being omitted.

Tn carrying out the invention T provide a
handle or body portion of resilient material,
which may be either wood or metal, and I
attach to said handle adjacent to one end
thereof a pocket or holder of such construc-
tion that it will support a serpentine roll

while the handle is held in one hand and the
other hand is used to flex or bend the strip in
order-that the said roll'may be catapulted
from ‘the pocket, the operator holding one
end of the paper against the handle when
catapulting the roll. '
Referring  particularly to the drawing
wherein I have illustrated a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, 1 designates a
handle or body portion of the device, which
handle or body portion is in the form of a
thin, flat strip of resilient wood or resilient
metal, and is, for example, nine inches in
length, approximately one-half of an inch
wide and one-quarter of an inch thick, these
proportions being varied; as desired, depend-
ing upon the material used. '
Mounted upon one side of the handle or
body portion 1, adjacent to one end thereod,
is a pocket or holder 2 adapted. to contain
and support a serpentine roll 3, as shown in
Fig.- 1. The pocket or holder may be
formed of stiff paper or card-board and com-
prises opposed side walls 4, a bottom wall 5
and a rear wall 6. The rear wall is glued or
otherwise secured so as to lie flat upon the
handle or body portion 1 and the bottom
wall 5 is disposed approximately at right
angles to said handle or body portion. 'The
side walls instead of being of rectangular
form are cut away, as at 7, so that the outer
or forward portions thereof are reduced and
the side walls are thus substantially L-
shaped. By this construction and arrange-
ment of the side walls, the inner end por-
tions 8 of the serpentine roll may be ex-
tended over the side of the pocket or holder,
as shown in Fig. 1, downwardly to a point
where it may be held, as shown at 10,
against the handle portion between the
thumb and said handle. By having the side
walls cut away or reduced as described, fric-
tion between the serpentine ribbon and
holder, when the serpentine is thrown or
catapulted, is minimized and tearing of the
paper is therefore prevented. The main re-
quirement for the holder or pocket is that pt
retain and support the serpentine roll in up-
right position so that when the handle or
body portion is flexed, the roil wiil be pro-
jected or catapulted and will unwind, as is
the case when thrown in the ordinary way
with the hand, it being essential to so con-
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struct the holder or pocket that the paper
will not be torn apart or break, due to fric-
tional contact thereof with the pocket or
holder. ‘

To use .the device, a serpentine roll is
placed as shown in Fig. 1, in the pocket or
holder and the inner'end portion is extended
downwardly over the side of the pocket so
that it may be grasped and held between the
thumb and first finger, while holding the
lower end of the handle with the left hand.
The upper end of the handle or body portion

is then grasped and pulled rearwardly so as
to flex the handle and by a quick release of
said upper end the handle will spring for-
wardly and project or catapult the roll in
such manner that the paper will unwind in

‘serpentine form.

1t will thus be seen, that with the simple,
inexpensive device of my invention it will
be possible to easily, conveniently and with
little or no effort, catapult or throw serpen-
tine rolls in a more amusing and enterfain-
ing manner than is possible in throwing ser-
pentines by hand. ~ The use of this invention
for throwing serpentines will eliminate the
possibility of injuring persons standing in
back of the thrower, since the drawing back
of the hand, as in throwing serpentines, is
not required. This will permit of an easy
throwing of serpentines in crowds  or
crowded places where ordinarily the throw-
ing by hand is rendered difficiilt, or is im-
possible. ' ‘

I claim: A

1. A device for throwing serpentine rolls

- comprising a flexible handle portion adapted

40

to be held in one hand adjacént to one end
and flexed with the other hand by pulling
upon the-other end and a holder carried by

~ported and side walls
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said handle adjacent said other end arranged
to support a serpentine roll .and to release
the same upon reflex action of said handle,
said holder being open on its upper and
front sides.. ‘ :

2. A device for throwing serpentine rolls
comprising a resilient handle adapted to be
flexed and released to effect the throwing of
a serpentine roll and a holder carried by said
handle adjacent to one end thereof and
adapted to support a serpentine roll, said
holder being entirely open on its front and
upper sides and comprising spaced side walls
adapted to engage upon ‘opposite sides of a
serpentine roll and another wall adapted to
egtend under and support the said roll.

3. A device for throwing serpentine rolls
comprising a flexible handle adapted to be
held in one hand adjacent to one end and
flexed with the other hand by pulling rear-
wardly upon the other end and a serpentine
roll holding. pocket carried by said handle,
sald pocket being open on its front and up-
per sides and reduced and made compara-
tively shallow adjacent the forward portion
thereof. :

4. A device for throwing serpentine rolls
comprising a flexible handle adapted to be
held in one hand adjacent to. one end and
flexed with the other hand by pulling. reay-
wardly upon the other end, and a pocket on
said handle comprising a bottom wall upon
which a serpentine roll is adapted to be sup-
extending upwardly
Trom the bottom wall so as to embrace sides
of the roll, said side walls being of less
height adjacent their forward ends than at
points adjacent their rear ends.

JOSEPH HENRY SCOTT.
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