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This invention relates to basket structure and more
particularly to a knock-down type of basket.

The present invention resides in the provision of a
simple construction involving slat side members. inter-
lockingly connectable to end walls to form a receptacle
in the nature of a planter basket.

It is an object of this invention to provide key-slot
connection of a plurality of side wall slats with end walls
and means for locking such slats in assembled condition
with the end walls. :

It is another object to provide a receptacle in which
slat sides mounted in key slots in the end walls have offset
edges adapted to overlap adjacent slats and bear against
the same. In this connection it is a further object to pro-
vide interfitting slats supported for turning in key slots
on the end walls and tending toward overlapping rela-
tion by the load carried by the receptacle in which posi-
tion the slats are misaligned relative to their admittance
into the key slots.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from a reading of the
following description in the light of the drawing in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a planter basket embody-
ing the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a cross section through the basket structure
of FIG. 1 and at slightly larger scale with respect thereto.

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the inter-
locking feature of the present invention at larger scale
than in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a plan view of FIG. 3 with parts thereof
assembled.

FIG. 5 is a plan view similar to that of FIG. 4 showing
the base or bottom slat of FIG. 2.

In FIG. 1 a receptacle 18 is shown as having end walls
11 and 12 joined by a plurality of slats 13 to provide
side and bottom walls for the receptacle.

Tn accordance with the present invention the side walls
of the receptacle curve inwardly so that that the slats
13 overlap one another and rest upon penultimate slats
14-15 which overlap a common base or bottom slat 16.

More specifically, the end walls 11 and 12 are identical
in that each is a disc of wood having an arcuate edge
17 struck radially from a center C and having a straight
upper edge 18 chordally of the circular disc and above
the center C. '

Each end wall 11 and 12 has an odd number of key
slots 20 formed therein adjacent its arcuate edge 17. In
the present discolsure, eleven such key slots are shown,
one, 21, of which is disposed at the bottom of the
receptacle 19, i.e., on aline Z perpendicular to the chordal
edge 18 and bisecting the remainder of the disc-shaped
end walls. This leaves an equal number of key slots
26 on each side of the vertical center of the end walls
defined by the line Z aforementioned.

Each key slot 20 and 21 is identical in that each is
bored preferably on a center equidistant from that of
the others, slightly less than the width of the widest of
said slats and radially from disc center C, to provide an
enlarged round zone R. Each key slot further has a
narrow slot 22 extending substantially radially of the
end wall and opening the zone R onto the periphery
(arcuate edge 17) of the end wall of which it is a part.
These slots 22 are of a width slightly greater than the
thickness of the slats 13, 14, 15 and 16 all of which are
of uniform thickness.
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The slats 13, 14, 15 and 16 are also identical in length;
slats' 13, 14 and 15 being identical in width; and base
slat 16 being of a marrower width than the others for
reasons later to become apparent. o

Each slat 13, 14 and 15 has an end portion 25 of re-
duced width, a width comparable to that of slat 16. The
reduced end 25 of each slat 13, 14 and 15 and the end of
stat 16 has recesses 26-26" formed in each its edges 27-27"
to leave a neck portion 28 of slightly lesser width than
the diameter of the zome R of any one of the bores 20
and 21. This leaves a head end 29 on the extreme end
30 of each slat 13, 14, 15 and 16, which head end 29
is of greater width than the diameter of the bores 20 and
21. i

In FIGS. 4 and 5 the neck portion 28 of each slat
13, 14, 15 and 16 is shown to have a longitudinal axis
line —a— therein which matches the axis of a bore 20
and/or 21 when disposed within the bore after being
inserted into the same via the slot 22. " FEach slat is
adapted to turn about this axis —a— with respect to ‘the’
bores in the end walls 11 and 12. ' )

The head end 29 of the base slat 16 is the same width
as the entire slat 16. On slats 13, 14 and 15 the edge 27
of each is a continuation of the edgé of the medial por-
tion of each of these slats. The opposite edge 31 of
each of these slats 13, 14 and 15 is offset laterally from
the neck portion 28 of these slats and will therefore have
a greater swing than the edge 27 when the slat is turned
about axis —a—. i -

In knocked-down condition the receptacle 10 comes
with all of its slats 13, 14, 15 and 16 in a flat package
with the end walls 11 and 12 lying over them with the
chordal edges 18 of the two ends in abutting relation.
This makes a neat, compact package for shipping and/or
storage in warehouses and stores.

Tn assembling the receptacle 19 the base slat 16 is first
to have its neck portions 28 inserted into the centermost
bore 21 of each end wall 11 and 12. The slat 16 is
then turned about its axis —a— to misalign its width with
respect to the slots 22 and to position the slat 16, width-
wise, parallel to the chordal edge 18 end wall 11 and 12,
i.e., perpendicular to the vertical center line Z thereof
(FIG. 2).

Next either one or both of the penultimate slats 14 and
15 may be inserted via the slots 22 of the bores 20 adja-
cent the centermost bore 21. These slats 14 and 15 are
preferably inserted with their offset edges 31 innermost
so that when these slats are turned about their axes —a~
their edges 31 overlap and come to rest upon the base
slat 16. Each of the remaining slats 13 have their neck
portions 28 inserted in like manner in aligned bores 20
in the end walls 11 and 12 so that each successive slat
has its offset edge 31 overlapping and resting against
the previously mounted slat.

From the foregoing it will be noted that each slat 13,
14 and 15 has its offset edge disposed to gravitate toward
a previously mounted slat. Moreover, the internal pres-
sure of anything such as planting soil in the receptacle
will bear against each slat to maintain its offset edge 31
in overlapping relation to a preceding slat. In this posi-
tion all of the slats 13, 14, 15 and 16 are misaligned width-
wise relative to the slots 22 via which they gained admis-
sion into the respective bores 20 and 21. Thus it will
be appreciated that all slats are maintained and supported
with their neck portions 28 confined within their respective
key slots and against removal therefrom other than in-
tentionally by man should occasion require.

While I have described my slat type basket structure in
specific detail it will be appreciated by those skilled in
the art that the same may be susceptible to variations,
alterations and/or modifications without departing from
the spirit of my invention therein. I, therefore, desire to
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avail myself of all variations, alterations and/or modifica-
tions. which may fairly come within the purview of the
appended claims,

What I claim as new and desire to protect by Letters
Patent is:

1. A planter basket comprising side wall slats and end
walls having matching bores spaced from each other in
radial array a distance comparable to the width of such
slats each bore having an admittance slot opening onto
the perimeter of such end walls, said slats each having an
end portion of slightly greater width than any one of said
bores and recessed inwardly of their extreme ends to pro-
vide a neck portion of a width such as to fit diametrically
of and to turn within any one of said bores about an axis
extending between the neck portions of a slat, said slats
being of a thickness facilitating admittance of each of said
neck portions through the. admittance slot of any one of
said bores, one of said slats consisting of a base slat having
its neck portions supported in a pair of said bores inter-
mediate of the other slats with said neck portions mis-
aligned with respect to the admittance slots of such bores,
each of said other slats having their neck portions disposed
in a respective set of bores in misalignment with the ad-
mittance slots thereof, and an offset edge on each of said
other slats disposed a distance from the axis of the neck
portions of such slats so as to overlap the oprosite edge
-of an adjacent, previously installed slat for limiting turn-
ing of the neck portions of said slats within the respec-
tive bores and for holding the contents of said planter
basket within the latter.

2. A planter basket comprising end walls each having
equally spaced matching bores in radial array adjacent
their perimeters and each having a substantially radially
disposed admittance slot opening said bores onto the
perimeter of such end walls, side wall slats for said basket
comparable in number to the sets of bores in said end
walls and of a width comparable to the spacing of said
bores relative to each other, said slats each having an end
portion of slightly greater width than any one of said bores
and recessed inwardly of their extreme ends to provide
a neck portion at each end of said slats of a width such
as to turn within any one of said bores about an axis
longitudinally of said neck portions, said slats being of
a thickness less than the width of said admittance slots
whereby the neck portion of a slat may be inserted into
any one of said bores, one of said slats consisting of a
base slat having its neck portions supported in a pair of
said bores intermediate of the other sets of bores in said
end walls, the remaining slats each having its neck por-
tions supported in aligned bores of opposite end walls,
and an offset edge on each of said remaining slats
disposed a distance from the turning axis of the neck por-
tions thereof in their respective sets of bores whereby the
offset edge of each such remaining slat overlies and is
supported on the opposite edge of an adjacent, previously
installed slat for maintaining the neck portions of each of
said slats in misalignment with the admittance slot of
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the bores supporting the same whereby said slats provide
side walls for said planter basket.

3. A planter basket comprising end walls having a
peripheral edge with adjacent matching bores in radial
array and each having an admittance slot extending out-
wardly therefrom and opening said bores- onto the peri-
phery of such end walls, a plurality of slats of slightly
greater width than any one of said bores and recessed
inwardly of their extreme ends to provide a neck portion
at each end of each of said slats of a width less than
the diameter of any one of said bores so as to turn within
any one of said bores about an axis extending between the
neck portions of a slat, said bores being spaced from each
other a distance substantially comparable to the width
of said slats, said slats each being of a thickness less
than the width of an admittance slot to receive said neck
portions for admittance into any one of said bores,
one of said slats having its neck portions supported in a
pair of said bores intermediate of the other sets of bores
in said end walls, the remainder of said slats each having
their neck portions supported in opposite aligned pairs of
said bores and having an edge disposed a greater distance
from the axis of such slats than the - opposite edge
thereof whereby to overlap the opposite edge of an
adjacent, previously installed slat and thereby limit turn-
ing of the slats beyond said adjacent slats and to maintain
the neck portions of said slats in misaligned relaticn with
respect to the admittance slot opening of the bores in
which such slats are supported.

4. In a planter basket having a pair of end walls and
a plorality of slats forming a base and end walls therefor;
means for locking said slats in assembled condition with
said end walls comprising a plurality of matching round
bores formed in each of said end walls in radial array
and equally spaced relation adjacent the perimeter of said
end walls a distance comparable to the width of said
slats, an admittance slot formed in said end wall between
each said bore and the perimeter of said end wall for ad-
mitting a slat into a bore, each said slat having an end
portion of a reduced width within the diameter of any
one of said bores, and each of the slats forming the
side walls of said basket having an edge offset a greater
distance from said reduced end portion within a bore
than the opposite edge of such. slat for overlying the oppo-
site edge of an adjacent previously installed slat and for
supporting the neck portion of each slat in misalignment
with respect to the admittance slot of the bore in which it
is disposed.
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