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Z0 aZZ |¢¢h07??, Zé mad¢/ c07a¢é7°72a 
Be it known that We, WILT.IAM RUSH and 

JOHN RUSH, of Shelburne Falls, in the county 
of Franklin and State of MaSSachusetts, have 
imwemted certain meW atld useful improwe 
ments in Box-Fasteners, of Which the folloW 
ing is a Specification. 
Our imwention relates to box-fastenerS, and 

has for its object, to Simplify and cheapen the 
construction and application of Such dewiceS; 
to prewent the accidental opening of the box 
during tranSportation; t0 awoid the uSe of 
bradS Or mails; to produce a fastener that Shall 
be out of Sight; and not interfere with the pack 
ing of the boxes close together, and one that 
may be readily Operated. This is accomplished 
by the 00nstruction sh0Wn in the drawingS, in 
which--- 
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Figure 1 is a perSpectiWe wieW of a box prO 
wided with 0ur improwed fastener; F'ig. 2, a 
perspecti we wieW of the Same With the lid 
opened; Fig. 8, a Sectional wieW on the line 
1 1, Fig. 1; and H'ig. 4, a wiew of the parts of 
the fastener. 

Into the upper edge of the front Side of the 
box is driven a W ire loop Or Staple, A., the un 
der Side of the croSS-bar of Which is raised a 
Slight distance from the upper edge of the box 
front, So aS tO perliait the inSertion beneath 
Said croSS-bar of a tongue,B, formed in a plate, 
C), Secured to the lid of the box, aS shown. 
The lid is provided with a socket, or receSS,D, 
in itS under face, Which, aS shown in F'igS. 2 
and 8, is partly covered by the plate C, which 
latter iS Secured in pOSition by brads which 
paSS through the lid and plate. The plate C 
is made of Sheet-Steel or Sheet-braSS, and is 
prow ided With a tongue, B, which is adapted 
to enater or be inSerted between the upright; 
arms of the Staple, aS Sh0Wn in Fig. 8. The 
exact form of this tongue is a matter that is 
capable of considerable wariation, and We do 
not Wish to reStrict ourSelWeS t0 any particu 
lar form of tongue. So, too, With regard to 
the plate, which may be made more or leSS 
ormamental in appearance and Secured to the 
box in any other manner than that indicated. 
The tongue projectS in Wardly toward the 
hinge of the lid, and is arranged SO aS to enter 

the loop or staple from the outer Side, and 
When in engagement with Said loop or Staple 
lies flat upon the upper edge of the front Wall 
of the box. 
We will by preference counterSink the plate 

into the face of the lid, So as to permit the lat 
ter to close down cloSely. 
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When it is desired to close the lid, it is only ? 
necessary to preSS the latter down tantil the 
Spring-tongue B StrikeS upon the top of the 
loop or Staple, When a little more preSSure 
Will cause the free end of the tongue to ride 
Ower the croSS-bar of the loop and slip or enter 
beneath the Same. 

'To open the box it is only neceSSary, ordi 
marily, to preSS in Ward upon the fr0nt Wall of 
the b0x, thereby carrying the lo0p or Staple 
Wholly or partially off the tongue. Where 
the Staple is not pushed inward far enough tO 
entirely clear the tongue, the elasticity of the 
latter Will permit the lid to be opened or raised 
without difficulty. 
The pOSitionS of the plate and the Staple or 

loop may obwiously be rewersed, the plate be- · 
ing Secured to the box proper and the staple 
to the lid; but We prefer the arrangement 
ShOWm. 

1t will be moticed thai) there are mo partS of 
the fastener projecting either from the inside 
or outside faceS of the box, which would tend 
to Operate the fastener; and, further, that mo 
Special dewiceS are required for opening the 
box, preSSure by the thumb upon the front face 
being Sufficient. 
Hawing thuS described our imwention, what 

We claim is--- 
Im a box-fastener, the combination, with a 

box and itS lid, of a loop or staple Secured tO 
one of Said partS, and a plate pro wided with a 
tongue and Secured to the other part ower a 
receSS therein, Stubstantially aS Shown. 

Tra WitmeSS whereof we heretO Set our hands 
in the presence of two witneSSeS. 

WILLIAM 'RUSH. 
JOBN RUSH. 

WitneSSeS: 
HENRY B. WINTERHAT.DER, 
A H. SWEET', 
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